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As the weather changes from 
autumnal dull and damp to 
downright winter cold and frost, 
we bundle up by putting on hats 
and scarves and gloves and 
jumpers and by cosying up in 
front of the fire or the telly in the 
evening. At the church we have 
been putting up our Christmas 
tree and all the decorations 
around the building to bring a 
sense of warmth and cheer and 
sparkle as we anticipate the 
celebration of our Lordôs birth. 
 

Especially at Christmas, we are 
warmed by tradition and the 
familiar things.  We find comfort 
in people and homes we know 
well and we donôt always 
welcome things that will bring 
change and uncertainty.  This 
Christmas we will once more be 
celebrating our usual Advent 
services: Readings and Carols by 
Candlelight on the 16

th
, a caf® 

style Christingle service on the 
23
rd
, and on Christmas Eve our 

all-age service at 6pm followed 
by our Candlelight Communion at 
11.30pm. In addition, we will be 
hosting students from St Ivo 
school who will be leading a 
Readings and Carol service at 
our church for the first time. Contôd 
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The first Christmas was by no means familiar and comfortable and it brought dramatic change 
to those directly involved. Thereafter, it ultimately brought change for the better to the whole 
world. This began with Maryôs visit from the Angel Gabriel  - and ended with a group of wise 
men travelling thousands of miles to meet a new kingôs birth.   The experiences of those in the 
biblical stories were startling.  Mary, just a teenage girl, met an angel in her home.  The angel 
told Mary that she, a lowly maiden, was to be mother of the long-awaited Messiah. This would 
not only change Maryôs life socially and physically, but it would dramatically alter her 
understanding of God. She sees that God chooses the humble, hungry and the lowly, rather 
than the rich, powerful, esteemed and privileged in her society. She sees a God of justice, 
service and humility, and her world is transformed. Through his choice of arrival, God foretells 
of Jesusô ministry to come ï one of service and humility and passive resistance and challenge 
to the status quo. She responds with the song of the Magnificat, ñHe has cast down the mighty 
from their thrones and has lifted up the humbleò.  
 
This act of disruption didnôt stop with Jesusô ministry, death and resurrection, but surely is the 
commission of the church today too. We have a calling to step out of the comfortable, and the 
familiar, into a transformational encounter with the divine. This may mean doing something 
different this Christmas ï volunteering to help at the Christmas lunch in our church, being 
extravagant in giving to a new charity, or choosing to offer gifts of time and talents rather than 
things as Christmas gifts. Do come to as many services as you are able, where we will be 
reflecting on those who experienced Jesusô birth and consider how their experiences may 
teach us how we may bring the good news of Godôs mercy and salvation in Jesusô coming, to 
some of the issues we currently face as a society. As we do so, we will be asking ourselves: 
Do we recognise where we need to be humbler and content with what we have? Do we see the 
hunger of those who hope to be filled? How can we join in the work of God to bring peace, 
justice and joy to all?  

 
Happy Christmas!  
 
with love from Catherine & Peter 
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One bit of bird information at hand is worth two (dozen) in the text 
book 
 

On a clear dry autumn day, four of us set off to the RSPB 
reserve at Fen Drayton Lakes and surrounding areas to 
spot birds. Chris and Alan Curtis, members of the RSPB 
and the British Trust for Ornithology, passed on some of 
their expertise to Sally and Veronica. We identified 
species such as lapwing, little egret, marsh harrier and 
fieldfare, that Sally and Veronica were not so familiar with. 
We saw a wide range of habitats and bird feeding areas 
and enjoyed quietly monitoring and focusing on our wild 
friends, as well chatting to the tame ones in the car and 
the hides! We were all appreciative of this valuable 
LOCAL haven with corridors for wildlife leading off in every direction. 

 
Alan and Chris offered this delightful event, 
complete with a light lunch including home-baked 
bread using farmersô shop cereal including seeds 
and grains, and further bird entertainment in their 
wildlife friendly garden. It was from the 2017 auction 
for the Save Our Spire appeal and we have been all 
too busy to meet together until this month. Thank 
you very much, Chris and Alan. 
 

Sally Runham and Veronica Angus 

Note from Chrisðwe saw 38 species in total on this occasion! 

The Sequel 

A week later a very similar route was followed  by 

Chris, Alan, Babs and John and a friend of theirs 

who is a very experienced birder. On that occasion 

44 species were identified though back at the 

house for lunch the garden birds were definitely on 

strike! Another auction bid fulfilled! 
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Remembrance Sunday 
 
The morning started with a lone piper by the War Memorial playingthe haunting lament ñThe 
Battleôs Oôerò. The main service and tribute to mark the 100th anniversary of The Armistice saw 
Market Hill so full that no one could get a close up photo of our dear friend Revd. Roy Muttram 
who was leading the Act of Remembrance! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other activities followed around town including the sounding of The Last Post and the lighting 
of the beacon at the Parish Church.  
 
The day was rounded off by a concert in our church. 
 
Sally writes: 
 
ñCatherine and Roy hosted the Huntingdon Big Band in the presence of the Mayor and 
supported by other senior church people from the town. 
 
The band  played music including Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman and Charlie ñBird ñParker. 
 
 

 


