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Contacts 
Minister 
Revd Dr. Catherine Ball    352058 
Mobile: 07714 081930 
 
Church Secretary  
Christine Macleod 465921 
churchsecretary@stivesfreechurch.org 
 
Associate Church Secretary 
tba 
 
Communications & Media Convenor 
Peter Davies 495385 
 
Webmaster 
alan@stivesfreechurch.org 
 
Finance  & Property Convenor 
Peter German  352401 
 
Freewill Offering Treasurer 
David Duffett  395308 
 
Resident Musician 
Brian Lodde  354647 
 
Flower Convenor 
Margaret Cakebread  462726 
 
Eco Group Convenor 
Mary Cox 300103 
 
Chapel Prayer Coordinator 
Gerry Swain  468053 
 
Tookeyôs Manager 
Pat Clarke  468886 
 
Just Sharing Manager 
Sue Billings  496570 
Asst Manager 
Rosemarie Smith 
Tracey Hipson 
justsharing@stivesfreechurch.org 
 
Church Office  468535 
office@stivesfreechurch.org 
Open 9am - 1pm  Monday to Friday 
 
 
Room Bookings should be made 
through the Church Office 

 
 
 

The Free Church is committed to the 
safeguarding of children and 

vulnerable  adults. 

Free Church Worship 
 
Chapel Prayers  10am 
Monday   -  Saturday 

Sun 3rd 
Dec 

11:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball  
Holy Communion 

Sun 10th 
Dec 

11:00 Geraldine Swain 

Sun 10th 
Dec 

18:00 Geraldine Swain 
Joint service at Fenstanton 

Sun 17th 
Dec 

18:00 Carols by Candlelight 

Sun 24th 
Dec 

11:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball 
Nativity Service 

Sun 24th 
Dec 

18:00 Family Service 

Sun 24th 
Dec 

23:30 Midnight Candlelight  
Communion Service 

Sun 31st 
Dec 

11:00 Service led by the elders of the 
church 

Sun 7th 
Jan 

11:00 Revd Dr Catherine Ball 
Holy Communion 

Fenstanton Worship 

Sun 3rd 
Dec 

9:30 Revd Derek Newton 

Sun 10th 
Dec 

9:30 
  

Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

Sun 10th 
Dec 

18:00 Geraldine Swain 
  

Sun 17th 
Dec 

09:30 Geraldine Swain 

Sun 24th 
Dec 

09:30 Revd Peter Ball 

Sat 25th 
Dec 

09:30 Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

Sun 31st 
Dec 

09:30 Keith Cakebread 
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 Inspire Editorial Team 

 
December Editor 
Mary Anthony (469530 
 
Val Bush (469189 
Christine Curtis (350787 
 
Copy preferably by email please to 
office@stivesfreechurch.org 

 

 
 
 

 
View 
from 
the  
Manse 

 
 

Seasons Greetings! 
Winter can be cold and grey and 
dismal, but today the sun is shining 
and the frost on the leaves is 
sparkling! Winter can also have its 
own beauty ï the red berries of holly 
and cotoneasters against the bright 
white snow, silhouettes of the bare 
trees against the low setting sun, and 
when it snows at night, waking up to 
a winter wonderland . . . and in the 
Church calendar, the special time of 
Advent and Christmas! 
 
The anticipation of this special holy-
day builds throughout the months of 
November and December ï not only 
by colourful Christmas lights and 
decorations in shop windows and 
homes, and Christmas cards and 
emails sending warm wishes and 
catching us up with news from family 
and friends from afar ï but also by 
our worship services and the Advent 
course which gradually take us 
through the greatest story ever told, 
the story of God entering our world in 
the baby Jesus.  
 
It is an epic story covering thousands 
of years of God promising to send a 
deliverer to restore and renew our 
world to Godôs original intention of 
abundant life, justice and love. It is a  
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éé. Contôd 
story with drama and excitement, surprise and joy, and most of all, a story of hope, promising to 
bring peace and goodwill to all. Wouldnôt you want to rush out to buy the book and/or see such a 
film?  
 
Even though we may have heard the story dozens of times before, it will never cease to reveal 
new insights, touch our hearts and encourage our faith in God and humankind. Do come to our 
Advent course on Monday evenings 7 pm at Fenstanton URC and journey with us in our 
services of worship as we begin with a Christingle service for the whole family on 26th 
November, the magical Readings and Carols service on the 17th December, through to 
Christmas Eve Midnight Communion by Candlelight service at the Free Church and Christmas 
morning at Fenstanton and experience the wonder and joy once again!  
 
This year, let us refrain from moaning about the cold and bundle up and get out and enjoy the 
particular beauty and wonder of winter. 
 
Happy Christmas to all and Peace in the New Year! 

Love in Christ,      Catherine and Peter  

 

Services at The Free Church, St Ives 
 

Sunday 17th December  
6pm  Readings and Carols by Candlelight 

 
Sunday 24th December 
11am Nativity Service 

6pm All Age Christmas Eve Service 
11:30pm Holy Communion by Candlelight 

 
Christmas Day 

9:30am Worship at Fenstanton URC 

The Free Church, St Ives 
Christmas 2017 
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Community Activities 

Mondays 
 

10:00 CRUSE 

Tuesdays 
 

20:00 St Ives Photographic Club  
 

Wednesdays 
 

14:00 Senior Citizens Club 

Thursdays 
 

09:45 Sunny Steps 
 

Sat 2nd Dec 09:30 - 
16:00 

Saints Crafters Fair 

Sun 3rd Dec 15:00 Hemingford Ladies' Choir 
Concert 

Wed 6th Dec 11:00 U3A Current Affairs 

Thu 7th Dec 19:30 WI 

Fri 8th Dec 10:00 
 
19:30 

COPE 
 
Mayorôs Charity Christmas 
Concert 

Sat 9th Dec 19:00 Harmonia Music Concert 

Sun 10th Dec 18:00 Rotary Club: óA Musical 
Christmas Crackerô Concert 

Mon 11th Dec 13:30 U3A French 

Wed 13th Dec 19:30 St Ives Gardening Club 

Fri 15th Dec 09:00 U3A Local History 

Sat 16th Dec 18:30 St Ives Choral Society  
Christmas Concert 

Mon 18th Dec 19.30 Tapestry Christmas Concert 

Tue 19th Dec 10:00 Alzheimer's Support  
Drop-In Cafe 

Wed 20th Dec 11:00 
 
19:30 

U3A Current Affairs 
 
RSPB 

Wed 3rd Jan 11:00 U3A Current Affairs 

Sat 6th Jan 18:00 COSI Winter Concert 

Church Activities 

Mondays 19:00 Bowls Club 
 

Wednes-
days 

10:00 - 
11:30 

Tots & Carers 
Term time only 
 

  

The Minister and 
Elders wish you all a 
happy and peaceful 
Christmas and hope 
you will join us for 

worship. 
 
 
 
 
 

Details of all services on Page 2 

Save Our Spire 
 

Bake Stall 
Monday 4th December  

10am  -  1pm in the Foyer of 
the Church 

 
All contributions gratefully 

received 
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From the Church Secretary  

We are now in the season of Advent. The term is a version of the 
Latin word meaning ócomingô. It is time to get out the Advent 
calendars, lighting Advent wreaths, praying Advent daily 
devotionals, lighting a Christingle and putting up the Christmas 
decorations. In Inspire we list the Christmas services and the 
Christmas choirs and concerts that take place in our church, and  
we hope you will  enjoy these. They are all part of the expectant 
waiting and preparation for the celebration of the nativity of Jesus 
at Christmas. 
 
We have some new beginnings in December. Our minister is 
leading a 4-week Advent Course at Fenstanton URC on Monday 
evenings at 7pm to help us in our preparations.  In December we also welcome Esmond 
Edwards, David Duffett, Barbara Duffett, Sindy Surtees and Helen Ackroyd as elders and 
trustees ï encouraging them as they prepare for these roles. 
 
We wish all our readers óSeasonsô Greetingsô. May this Christmas bring you joy. The 
celebrations of the season encourage us to participate in community activities. Singing in the 
choir, or playing some carols on the piano, leading childrenôs activities and for some of us using 
gifts we do not normally make time for. If we enjoy these activities at Christmas, perhaps we 
should develop and enjoy these gifts more often. 
 
May this Christmas bring you times of peace. For many, such as those, on duty rotas in our 
hospitals and residential homes, or doing holiday cover, or busy parents this can be one of the 
more stressful times of the year ï especially in the weeks of Christmas and New Year. So letôs 
remember in our fellowship to watch out for each other and express thanks. 
 
May this Christmas encourage you to be generous. Many charities launch special appeals over 
Christmas and it is good to be generous, especially for those facing hard times in winter. 
Resources can be in terms of time and/or money. We trust that guests will enjoy the church 
Christmas Day dinner that remains popular in St Ives, and that contributions to the Food Bank 
continue. 
 
So may the season nurture goodwill in us all, and the New Year come in peacefully.  

Christine Macleod. 

 

Inspire Newsletter 
For the last 12 years or so we have had 4 editors for our newsletter: Keith Cakebread, 
Christine Curtis, Val Bush and Mary Anthony.  Keith has decided that now is the right 
time for him to stand down as an editor.  I am sure that we would all like to say a big 
thank you to Keith for his excellent work with publishing our monthly newsletter for so 
many years.  Editing Inspire is time consuming but worth all the effort when  we see the 
excellent result each month.  We now have a vacancy on the team so if anyone feels 
they may be interested in joining the team please speak 
to one of the editors.  Enjoy your retirement from editing 
Keith, you will be missed. 
 
This is what Keith does when he is not editing our 
Inspire Newsletter.   Now that he is retiring from 
editing perhaps he can find more time to play with 
his wooden train! 

 


