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òYour magazine needs youó 

Please send your contributions  
(eg. Poems. Prayers, interesting 

articles etc.,)  
to office@thurstaston.org.uk  

 

 

The views and opinions expressed 
in the articles in this magazine are 
those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the views or 
opinions of the editor, the Rector 

or the PCC. 

The clocks go back  
on the final Sunday  

of October,  
and the change comes 
into effect at 2.00am.  

 
That means that this 
year it's happening in 
the early hours of  
Sunday 31 October  

CHRISTMAS 
COFFEE  MORNING 

 

Christmas stalls  
refreshments  

 

    Sat 27th November  
10am  ̧12noon  

At St Chads  
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From Your Rector                                                        

This month sees the eagerly anticipated COP26 climate conference 
in Glasgow. As Christians, we need to hold together two key insights, 
if we are to engage with the challenge of climate change: 
  
The world is not ours: 
 
ôThe earth is the Lordõs and everything in itõ (Psalm 24:1). The world 
is not ours, but Godõs! If we understand this, we will rediscover the 
responsibility of our calling to care for Godõs world: ôThe Lord God 
took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it.õ (Genesis 2:15). This challenges our consumer mindset, 
that says the resources of the earth are both limitless and exist for 
our pleasure. As well as caring for the planet, we also need to care 
for its people, for itõs the poorest who will suffer the most from 
climate change. According to the World Bank, 100 million could fall 
into poverty by 2030. We cannot properly address the climate crisis 
until we re-learn our place in Godõs world! 
 
We belong to Christ: 
 
We also belong to the one in whom: ôall things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers 
or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him 
and for him.õ (Colossians 1:16). We can look forward to the climax of 
history when God will restore the broken world and make everything 
new. We are empowered by Christ to take our proper place as 
stewards of the earth, as we share in this hope. We are called to 
love God and neighbour, and care for the planet by living simply, 
recycling, conserving energy and choosing reusable options. 
 
However great the climate crisis gets, as Christians, we can engage 
in it with faith and not with fatalism!  

Revd Jane 
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Forum Housing are once again appealing for items to 
provide gift bags for their residents at  Christmas.  
 
You can donate a whole gift bag, or individual items that 
we will then make into complete gift bags. 
 
All items should be unwrapped and brand new.  
 
Please bring any ɤlled gift bags or individual items for 
donation to either church or the church ofɤce by Sunday 
28th November and we will then arrange delivery to 
Forum. 
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A Season for Remembering 
 

November is traditionally a time of remembering, when we would normally gather in 
church in large numbers to think about those we have loved but see no longer, and then 
later in the month, we think of those who have died or been injured in active service. 
 

This year will be a bit different from previous years. Some people have already returned 
to church services whilst others are still finding that difficult. We want to enable everyone 
to be able to remember during this special season of the church year.  
 

So, weôll be offering the following to help you with this: 
 
Drop into St Chadõs church between 3.00-4.00pm on Sunday 7th November when it 
will be open for individual private prayer. 
You may like to bring a postcard with you ï colourful or plain. Whilst in church (or before 
you arrive) write a brief ómemory prayerô on your postcard to say thank you to God for 
special memories of a person you are remembering ï perhaps a particular memory of 
good times with them, or simply write their name on the card to remember their whole 
unique life. There will be a box in church for you to ñpostò your card. 
 
 
Visit churchofengland.org/prayers-for-the-moment to help you pray and remember 
those who you knew and loved but have lost, either recently or long ago. 
 
 
Drop into St Bartholomewõs church between 10.30 ð 11.30am on Thursday 11th 
November when it will be open for individual private prayer so you can mark the 
time of silence at 11 oõclock. 
 
 
Act of Remembrance on Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/stchadsstbarts/) - we will re-post 
(on 11th Nov 2021) last years recording from the War Memorial  
 
 
Visit churchofengland.org/prayers-for-remembrance to help you pray and 
remember the fallen from your home, or wherever youõd like to sit quietly. 
 
 
If you would like a prayer card to use at home, please let us know [email your 
request including postal address to rector@thurstaston.org.uk] 
 

We hope you can join us  
and experience the love and peace of God at this special time of year. 

mailto:rector@thurstaston.org.uk
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Sunday 14th November ð Remembrance Sunday 
AT ST BARTHOLOMEWõS  (No Services at St Chadõs)  

 
Covid Precautions mean that we will be asking people to use hand sanitiser, wear 
a face covering and to provide us with contact details for òtrack and traceó. 

 
We will NOT be able to guarantee any social distancing measures,  
but will request that people are sensible and respectful of others. 

For those who will find that difficult,  
we invite you to remember in a different way - see the previous page 

 
9.00am BCP Communion Service 

This service should be able to allow for social distancing 
 

You may choose to come to any combination or just one of the following 
 

10.15am TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
 

11.00am ACT OF REMEMBRANCE at the War Memorial 
 

11.10am FAMILY SERVICE (aim to finish by 11.30am)  
for anyone with pre-school or primary aged children. 

 
This year we will not be hosting the Uniformed Organisations as our building  

is too small given the ongoing Covid precautions which are necessary. 

   !ƭƭ-!ƎŜ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ п ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ 
wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜΤ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǊ ŀǎ ŦŜǿ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ 
ǿŀƴǘΦ [ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ  
 
!ǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘŀǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜƴǎŜǎΦ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ Ƴŀȅ Řƻ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ ƻƴŜ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜŦŜǊΦ  
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CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR SERVICES 
 

Covid Precautions mean that at all services we will be asking people  
to use hand sanitiser, wear a face covering  

and to provide us with contact details for òtrack and traceó. 
 

For Services indicated in RED:  
We will NOT be able to guarantee any social distancing measures, 
but will request that people are sensible and respectful of others.  
 

For Services indicated in BLUE:  
We will have some socially distanced seats available. 

 

Sun Dec 5th 
 9.00am BCP at St Bartholomewõs 
 10.30am HC at St Bartholomewõs 
  

Sun Dec 12th 

 9.00am BCP at St Bartholomewõs 
 10.30am All-Age at St Chadõs 
  

Sun Dec 19th 
 9.00am BCP at St Bartholomewõs 
 10.30am MW at St Bartholomewõs 
 4.00pm Carol Service at St Chadõs 
  

Friday 24th Dec ð Christmas Eve 
 4.00pm Crib Service at St. Bartholomewõs 
 5.00pm Crib Service at St. Bartholomewõs  
As in previous years, we will run two services exactly the same one after the  other.             
We suggest that the 4pm service is for younger (up to and including Reception) children and 
that the 5pm service is for older children. If you have children in both age brackets ð you 
choose! If coming to the 5pm service, please donõt arrive until 4.45pm in order for the 4pm 
service to have cleared church and car parking spaces!  
 11.15pm First Communion of Christmas at St Bartholomewõs 
  

Saturday December 25th ð Christmas Day 
 10.30am Family Communion at St Chadõs  
  You are invited to bring one of your presents to show to everybody else. 
 NO OTHER SERVICES TODAY 

  

Sunday December 26th   
 9.00am BCP at St Bartholomewõs 
 NO OTHER SERVICES TODAY 
 

Sunday 2nd January 2022  
 9.00am BCP at St Bartholomewõs 
 10.30am Covenant Service at Irby Methodist Church 
  we have received an invitation to join our Methodist friends  
  and we would encourage as many as possible to go along. 
 NO OTHER SERVICES TODAY 

There is a service  
of Holy Communion  
at St Chadõs  

every Wednesday  
at 10.30am 
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      Ruthôs Reflections  

Well, here we are  again and nothing has really changed! I feel as 
if I am in limbo:-   I still donȴt know when I will be moving,  itȴs all 
in the hands of the solicitors at the moment and seems to be 
going extremely slowly.  Perhaps I will have more news next 
month! 
 
I havenȴt seen much of my family 
lately, My eldest daughter has been 
visiting friends in Seville in Spain, a visit 
postponed due to the pandemic. She 
loved Seville and we have made tentative 
plans to go together next year.  Perhaps I 
ought to learn some Spanish during the 
winter,  the trouble is I was hopeless at languages at school and I 
donȴt suppose anything has changed in the many years since l 
left! My youngest daughter and her husband are currently sunning 
themselves in the Caribbean, they have returned to the hotel 
where they got married 20 years ago. I must admit to being 
somewhat jealous as I love the  Caribbean, having been sailing 
there several times. I have quite a few conversations with 
God  regarding their safety on their journey. 
 
I have been getting out quite a bit and must admit to becoming 
somewhat relaxed about following covid restrictions .  I went to a 
wonderful Russell Watson concert but there were no covid 
precautions in place which did make me feel quite anxious. 
 
I am continuing with my photography,  still enjoying it but not 
doing well in competitions but I donȴt really expect to. I had a 
good chance  to take some photos earlier this week when I went 
on a guided tour and talk around the Hanover Street area of 
Liverpool, the talk was so interesting and the Guide was superb.  I 
learnt a lot about the area, none of which I knew before and 
hopefully I will get the chance to on more tours in the future. 
 
The garden is looking somewhat bedraggled, I blame the 
weather.  I need to cut the grass but it is always to wet when I 
have the time! 
 
Ringing is continuing but I do wish we could ring every 
Sunday,  although our handbell ringing is improving SLOWLY. 
 
I have a few outings to look forward to- and Christmas is 
coming.  I donȴt know yet where I will be living,  but I have made 
two Christmas cakes,  only one more to do! 
 
Take care and stay safe everyone.      
 
Ruth. 
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Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƊŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ му ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΥ ǝǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ 
ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƻǊ ŎȅƴƛŎŀƭ ς ƻǊ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΚ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ /h±L5-мф Ƙŀǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ 
Ƙƻǿ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻǊ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ƛƴƅǳŜƴǝŀƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ 
Řŀǘŀ ς ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǝƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǘǊƛŀƭ ŀ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŜ ƛƴ 
{Ǉŀƛƴ ƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΚ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǎŀŦŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎΚ 
{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǾŀŎŎƛƴŀǝƻƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅΚ ¢ƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ  
 
{ƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΩ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ 
ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƴ-ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /htнс ¦b ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΚ 
¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀŶǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
ŦŀƛǘƘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ L Řƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ L Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀƴŜΣ ŀ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀƛǊ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎΣ ŀ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƛǎ ŦŀƭƭƛōƭŜΦ  
 
L ǘǊǳǎǘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘΣ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ 5ŀǘŀ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǝƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǘǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ ²Ŝ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜ ƻǳǊ ŬƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻǊ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǝŎŀƭ ŜǉǳŀǝƻƴǎΦ 
{ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎ ƪŜŜǇ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ōȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ hǳǊ 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŎƛŜƴǝŬŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
ŘŜŀƭ ƛƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻƻŦΦ  
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇǊƻǾŜ ŀ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻǊ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ hǳǊ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƴŜŀǊŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎΦ hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ L 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƛǎ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 
ǘǊǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘȅΦ 
 

tǎŀƭƳ 9ƛƎƘǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǳǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ 
Ƙŀǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘΦ {ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ 
ǘƻ ǊǳƭŜ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōƭǳǊǊȅ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǧŜǊ 
ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ƻƴ ŀ 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǝƻƴΦ {ƻ ƛƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ Ψ{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ 
ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΚΩ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ȅŜǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ 
ǿƛǎŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΦ 
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wŜƅŜŎǘŜŘ CŀƛǘƘ {ŜǊƛŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜ .ǊŜŀŘ ²Ŝ {ƘŀǊŜ 
 
[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭŜƊ ƻǾŜǊΦ  
 
/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘŜŘ ōǊŜŀŘ ǊŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ 
ǘƻ ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Iƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǘƻƻΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ƅŜǎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜΦ 
 
²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ƛǎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ 
ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ƛǘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ 
 
.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōǊƻƪŜƴΣ ƭƛƪŜ ŎǊǳƳōǎΣ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƭǘŀǊΚ 
 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŎƭƻǘƘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ 
ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƻƴǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎΣ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ 
¢ƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŜ ƻǊ ōƻǿƭ-ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ŘƛǎƘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ǇŀǘŜƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŜȄǘǊŀΩ ōǊŜŀŘ ƪŜǇǘ 
ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛŘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ς ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŘŜƴŎŜ ¢ŀōƭŜ ς ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘŜŘΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ мн ƛƴŎƘŜǎ όолŎƳǎύ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ƴŀƳŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ŀǝƴ ŎƻǊǇǳǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ όǘƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ǎǘŀǊŎƘŜŘύ ŀƴŘ ƛǊƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘǎ ŀǊŜ ΨŘƻǿƴǿŀǊŘΩ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀ ΨōƻǿƭΩ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎǊǳƳōǎΦ 
 
!ƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇƻƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŀƴȅ ŎǊǳƳōǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΥ  bŜȄǘ ǝƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ 
ƭŀȅǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǝƻƴΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛǎǘŀƴ 
Ƴŀȅ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ Lƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎǊǳƳōΚ Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƛǘΚ 
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'/$ ). 4(% !243  ȡ   Ȭ!ƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜΩ 
 
4ÈÅ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÅÒ 7ÉÔÔÇÅÎÓÔÅÉÎ ÇÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÁÒÔ ÇÁÌÌÅÒÙ 
ÏÒ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎȡ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÒÕÓÈ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇÓ ÏÎ ÓÈÏ×ȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ 
ÊÕÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇȢ 3ÉÔ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ Ô×ÅÎÔÙ ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓȢ 4ÈÅÎ ÇÅÔ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔ 
ÇÁÌÌÅÒÙȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÄÉÆПÉÃÕÌÔ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å ÆÅÅÌ ×Å ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÏÕÒ ÍÏÎÅÙȭÓ 
×ÏÒÔÈ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÎ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÆ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÐÁÉÄ ÁÎ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ ÃÈÁÒÇÅȢ /ÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÇÁÌÌÅÒÙ ×Å ÔÈÅÎ ÆÅÅÌ ÓÏ ÏÖÅÒÁ×ÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇÓ ÏÎ ÓÈÏ× ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏ×Ä ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÇÏ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÎÅ ÃÁÎÖÁÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔȢ 
 
4ÈÅ ÒÕÓÈÉÎÇ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÁÔ Á ÇÁÌÌÅÒÙ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÃÅÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ×Å ÍÅÅÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÄÁÙȢ 7Å 
ÒÕÓÈ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÈÁÂÉÔȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÒÕÓÈ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÅÌÓÅ ÉÓ ÒÕÓÈÉÎÇȢ /ÕÒ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÓÅÔ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÆÁÓÔ ÌÁÎÅȢ #ÁÒÌ (ÏÎÏÒÅǲ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÂÏÏË Ȭ)Î 0ÒÁÉÓÅ ÏÆ 3ÌÏ×ȭ ÔÅÌÌÓ ÈÏ×ȟ ÁÓ Á ÂÕÓÙ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌÉÓÔȟ 
ÈÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ Á ПÌÁÓÈÂÁÃË ÔÏ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÙÏÕÔÈ ×ÈÅÎ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÁÓ ÕÎÈÕÒÒÉÅÄȢ (Å ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÓȟ 
×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÇÒÅÔȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ Á ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÅÎȢ 
 
)Æ ×Å ÄÏ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ 7ÉÔÔÇÅÎÓÔÅÉÎȭÓ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÁÎÄ ПÉÎÄ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
'ÁÌÌÅÒÙ ÉÎ %ÄÉÎÂÕÒÇÈȟ ×Å ÃÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ ÎÏ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÓÉÔ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ 
ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇȡ %Ì 'ÒÅÃÏȭÓ Ȭ4ÈÅ 3ÁÖÉÏÕÒȢȭ %Ì 'ÒÅÃÏ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ ρυτρ ÉÎ #ÒÅÔÅȢ &ÒÏÍ 'ÒÅÅÃÅ ÈÅ 
ÔÒÁÖÅÌÌÅÄ ÔÏ 6ÅÎÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ 2ÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ПÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÔÏ 4ÏÌÅÄÏ ÉÎ 3ÐÁÉÎ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ ρφρτȢ 
 
(ÉÓ ÁÒÔ ÉÓ Á ÆÕÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÅØÔÒÁ ÆÅÒÖÏÕÒ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÅÒ
-2ÅÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÓÔÙÌÅ ÏÆ ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇȢ (ÉÓ ÃÁÎÖÁÓÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅÄ ÂÙ 
ÅÌÏÎÇÁÔÅÄ ПÉÇÕÒÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÓÅÅÍ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÕÐ×ÁÒÄÓȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÅÒ-
2ÅÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÅØÈÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÉÔÈÆÕÌ ÔÏ ÓÅÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÎ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÌÉÆÅȢ 
 
)Î ÈÉÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ #ÒÅÔÅ %Ì 'ÒÅÃÏ ÔÒÁÉÎÅÄ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÃÏÎ ÐÁÉÎÔÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÉÎ 
ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ Ȭ4ÈÅ 3ÁÖÉÏÕÒȢȭ )Ô ÓÈÏ×Ó Á ÈÁÌÆ-ÌÅÎÇÔÈ ПÉÇÕÒÅ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ɀ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÐÁÉÎÔ Á 
ÆÕÌÌÅÒ ПÉÇÕÒÅ ÌÁÔÅÒȢ 4ÈÉÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÌÉËÅ ÁÎ ÉÃÏÎ ÉÓ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÁÔ ÕÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÎÄ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ 
ÔÏ ÂÌÅÓÓ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÈÁÎÄ ÈÏÌÄÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÁÍÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÉÎ (ÉÓ ÃÁÒÅȢ 7Å 
ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÙÅÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÎÅÒ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÇÎÁÎÔ ÓÁÄÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÌÏÎÇÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ 
ÉÓ Á 3ÁÖÉÏÕÒ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÎÅ× ÌÉÆÅȢ 
 
!Ó ×Å ÌÏÏË ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅȟ ×Å ПÉÎÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ %Ì 'ÒÅÃÏȭÓ ×ÏÒË Á #ÈÒÉÓÔ-ÃÁÌÍÅÄ ÓÔÅÁÄÉÎÅÓÓ ÁÍÉÄ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÎÎÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÏÆ ÒÕÓÈ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÓÙÎÅÓÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÎÅÁÒÅÒ ×Å ÄÒÁ× ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ *ÅÓÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÌÏ×ÅÒ 
×Å ×ÉÌÌ ПÉÎÄ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÓÐÉÎÎÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅ ÄÕÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÕÓ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÄÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÖÉÏÕÒȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅȢ 4ÈÅÎ 
×Å ÃÁÎ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÔÏ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÁÃÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÏÆÆÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔ 
ÃÁÎ ÂÒÉÎÇȢ 
 
4ÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÓÔÅÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÏÐ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÏËȢ 4ÈÅ #ÕÒÅǲ Äȭ!ÒÓȟ Á ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ÉÎ 
&ÒÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ρωÔÈ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ÔÏÌÄ ÈÏ× ÈÅ ÎÏÔÉÃÅÄ ÁÎ ÏÌÄ ÍÁÎ ÓÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÃË ÏÆ 
ÈÉÓ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙȢ (Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ 
ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÔÈÅ "ÌÅÓÓÅÄ 3ÁÃÒÁÍÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ (ÉÇÈ !ÌÔÁÒȢ 
%ÖÅÎÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÒÉÅÓÔ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÓÕÓÐÉÃÉÏÕÓȢ (Å ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÄÏÉÎÇȢ 
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It is that time of year when we would normally have a Children's Society Coffee Morning 

and collect boxes for emptying and counting. If you have a box that you would like    

emptied, please can you deliver it to Jean Heath (Barnstables, 233 Irby Road) or contact  

Barbara Kozer (342 8039), who will arrange collection. If neither of these options is   

suitable please drop the box off at the Parish Office at St Chadôs.   

Alternatively you may prefer to make a cheque donation or you can donate online 

 https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate 

 

Ȭ)ȭÍ ÐÒÁÙÉÎÇȟȭ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÐÌÙȢȭ 9ÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÅØÁÃÔÌÙ ÉÓ ÉÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏȩȭ ÅÎÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÅÓÔȢ 
Ȭ7ÅÌÌȟ ) ÌÏÏË ÁÔ (ÉÍ ÁÎÄ (Å ÌÏÏËÓ ÁÔ ÍÅȢȭ 
 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate
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St. Chadõs Tots and Tinies 
St Chadõs Church (Roslin Road, Irby) 

 
Every Thursday 9.30 -11.30am 

(Term Time Only)  
 

£1.50 per child ð All Welcome  
 

Parents/Carers will be responsible for 
their child(ren) during the sessions  

For further information please contact 
Allison via the Parish Office 648 8169  

Mummy, whatõs church? 
 

I was no more than three or four when we visited a church on holiday. It was a different sort of church, 
and I didnôt know anyone, and I didnôt know what was going on. And I remember scowling, hanging on 
to my mumôs leg, as she chatted with people after the service. I probably just looked like a petulant 
toddler, but even now, I can recall how scared I was of this strange new place. 
 

As we begin to come back to church together, spare a thought for the toddlers in our midst. Some of 
them werenôt even born when we were last in church ï and even the older ones will have only hazy 
memories of church together. And they may need a little help to transition back well.  
 

Because we want them to transition well! We want them to be part of a community which loves and 
worships God, and where they learn to love others and be loved and connect to others on this 
journey.  
 

So, as you begin coming back into the building, here are some ideas to help your family:   
 

Prepare toddlers just like you would for a new school or group. You know what your child needs: 
maybe to visit when no-one else is there, or to explain what will happen, or look at pictures of people 
they will see again.  
 

In church, explain with your body and your words what you are doing and why. Weôre singing now 
because itôs a way to tell God we love Him é some people are standing like daddy, others are sitting 
quietly listening, some are dancing ï what would you like to do? Jenny is reading from the Bible now 
because thatôs Godôs book and Heôs written important things in it for us to hear.  
 

Recognise that things will be different for you too. Your children are 18 months older. They may now 
be a toddler intent on roaming the pews rather than that baby who let you worship in peace. Take a 
little time to think about what might be different and how you can manage the new season well. 
 

And be kind to yourself. Itôs a brand new season for all of us. And weôll get there! 
 
Written by Becky Sedgwick who is part of the team at Parenting for Faith, which exists to equip 
parents and carers, and the churches that surround them, to help children and teens develop a lasting 
and two-way relationship with God. For more resources, including bespoke resources to support 
parents and carers of babies and toddlers, see parentingforfaith.org. 
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I was working in the garden recently when I was struck by the sound of a beeping 

noise - getting nearer and nearer.  It turned out to be the postman scanning some 

of the letters and parcels he was delivering to neighbouring houses in the road.  It 

reminded me of my college years when, over the Christmas period, I worked for the 

post office in Liverpool.  However, clearly, things were, somewhat, less 

sophisticated in those far off days - with not a beep in sight or, perhaps, earshot! 

For two years, I worked nights at the sorting office in Mount Pleasant, alongside 

other students and people recruited from the ódole queuesô as they were cruelly 

termed. It was something of an eye opener into the World of Work!  We sorted 

parcels into their general destinations by tossing them into labelled containers.  The 

first time I came across a parcel addressed to a destination I wasnôt sure of, I asked 

the person next to me, What do I do?  Helpfully, he replied, You do this, and he 

tossed the parcel high into the air leaving it to land, randomly, in one of containers!   

Problem solved! 

On our first day, we were all given coloured armbands to wear which were 

designed to identify us for our two 20 minute breaks throughout each 12  hour  

shift.  Somehow, one ócolleagueô managed to get hold of a number of different 

coloured armbands and, as a result, spent almost the whole of his shift on one 

break or another!  To pass the time away, some fellow workers led us into chants, 

all of which were disparaging to the Post Office!  They would lead with the letters 

G.P.O! And we would follow with chorused expressions like, Under the arm! to 

indicate our contempt for our temporary employers.  Working nights was a little 

difficult at first, but I soon got used sleeping all day, waking up to a plate of scouse 

and then catching the 85 bus into town! 

For my final Christmas with the GPO, I was elevated 

to working on the beat - actually delivering letters to 

households in a particularly deprived area of 

Liverpool.  I was seconded to a lovely man who was 

of the archetypal, Postman Pat, School of Postal 

Delivery, loved and respected by the people he 

served.  We would sort the round out in the early 

hours of the morning and would then set out, either 

together or individually, to deliver the mail.  In those 

days, there was a delivery on Christmas Day and, as 
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we made our way around the houses, we were repeatedly invited in for a 

celebratory drink and mince pie, together with the ceremonial handing over of the 

Christmas Tip to my friend and mentor!  

As well as being important in our day to day lives, letters were also tremendously 

important in the growth and development of the Early Church.  You may be 

surprised to discover that, of the 27 books of the New Testament, 21 of them 

comprise actual letters written to contemporary Christian Communities or to 

individual Leaders of the Church.  These Epistles would have been delivered by 

hand by trusted members of the Christian Church and often, on receipt, would be 

copied and distributed even further.  None of the writers of the 21 Epistles could 

ever have imagined that their letters would, one day, become part of our canon of 

Scripture. 

Fourteen of the twenty one Epistles are attributed to Paul, although some scholars 

believe a small number of these were written after his death and then attributed to 

him.  Paul wrote most of his letters to the churches he had founded in Syria, Asia 

Minor and Greece to support and teach them.  The letters followed a pattern, 

opening with a greeting, then moving onto Paulôs teaching, before finishing with 

business matters - often targeted at a named individual.  Some of his later letters to 

churches were written while he was imprisoned or under house arrest.  The other 

seven Epistles in the New Testament are attributed to individual disciples and to 

James - who was believed to be a brother of Jesus. 

 

Alˉʘ J˛ɶeʟ 

(Lay Reader) 
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Poppies 
 
It was 100 years ago this month, on 11th Nov 1921, that Remembrance 
poppies were sold for the first time in British and Commonwealth coun-
tries to commemorate military personnel who died in war.   
 
Amid the mud, blood and carnage of trench warfare in World War 1, tens 
of thousands of bright red poppies had grown, marking the graves of the 
fallen.  This led John McCrae, a Canadian army physician who had lost a 
colleague, to write ñIn Flanders Fieldsò,  
 
In Flanders fields, the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row 
That mark our place, and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly. 
 
This image inspired the adoption of a red poppy as the symbol of all sol-
diers who had died in conflict. In the UK they are sold by the Royal Brit-
ish Legion to raise funds for current and former members of the British 
Armed Forces. Around 30 million poppies are sold each year.  
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