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“Your magazine needs you” 

Please send your contributions  
(eg. Poems. Prayers, interesting articles etc.,)  

to office@thurstaston.org.uk  
no later than 21st February      

The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles in this magazine are those of the    

author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 
views or opinions of the                                

editor, the Rector or the PCC. 

 

“Cross Talk Subscription for 2021 is £6” 
 

These are now due for 2021.   
To subscribe either post a cheque for £6.00 payable to Thurstaston PCC, 

to St Chad’s Church Office, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH  
or pay directly into the bank account  

Sort code: 40.52.40 Account no: 00018674 
 putting your surname and mag subs as reference. 

 
 

□I enclose £6 and would like to continue to have Cross Talk delivered to my house 
□I no longer wish to have Cross Talk delivered to my house 
 
Name:______________________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________ 
 
Tel. No. (optional)______________________________________ 
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From Your Rector                                                        

It was just over a year ago that the WHO discussed the coronavirus that was 
starting to spread around the world. None of us could have foreseen the 
devastating effect on our world, with over 80 million people infected and 
nearly 2 million deaths. How has the pandemic challenged our faith over the 
last year?  
 
Firstly, it has forced us to face up to the reality of our situation. We 
cannot underestimate the health, social and economic effects of the virus 
on our lives, churches and communities. We have learned how to do 
church online, but the future shape of church life is uncertain! As the 
apostle Paul writes: ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, 
but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus ’ (2 
Cor 4:8-10). The pandemic has challenged so much of what we take for 
granted, but also demonstrated that God is alongside to help us in these 
circumstances. 
 
Secondly, alongside the fear and uncertainty of this year, we have also 
learned to find new faith and hope in Jesus. The experience of Jesus’ 
death and His resurrection provides a pattern for us in facing the future:  
‘so that His life may also be revealed in our mortal body. So then, death is at 
work in us, but life is at work in you.’ (2 Cor 4:10-12).  
 
During the season of Lent, it’s good to focus on the promise of sharing in 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. As we consider our present struggles, 
are we ready to surrender them afresh to Jesus?  

 

Revd Jane 
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There are thought to be tens of thousands of slaves in the UK. 

Would you recognise a modern slave if you met one? 

What would you do if you had concerns about someone? 

Hope for Justice is a charity which exists to bring an end to modern 

slavery by preventing exploitation, rescuing victims, restoring lives, and 

reforming society. A representative from Hope for Justice will be 

speaking at a zoom meeting on: 

Tuesday 2nd March. 7.30 - 8.30 

Come along to learn practical ways you can make a difference in the 

fight against modern slavery. Email wirralhopeforjustice@gmail.com to 

request an invite for the zoom session. 

mailto:wirralhopeforjustice@gmail.com
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As February is now here my thoughts have returned to 
February 2020. For my birthday my sister had got tickets 
to see the Cirque du Soleil at the Albert Hall.  The Corona 
virus just being talked about,  but the severity of it was 
not obvious.  I did wonder whether it was wise to go to 
London.  I went!  We had a wonderful day,  Lunch at the 
Ivy, then the show,  which was fantastic.   We travelled 
on crowded trains and buses and only saw one person 
wearing a mask.  Later that week we went to the Saatchi 
Gallery to see the Tutankhamun Exxhibition, wonderful, 
but social distancing had definitely not been 
invented!   My birthday this year will be very different. 

My most exciting news now is 
that I  have had my first 
vaccination.  Let’s hope that 
this is the beginning of the 
end.  Life hasn’t changed 
much,  I try to get out for a 
walk most days, weather 
permitting. I haven’t done much  in the garden,  again I 
blame the weather  and I have run out of rooms to 
decorate.  I must admit that I am becoming quite lazy,  I 
do enjoy curling up with a good book. 

The only other thing of interest is the leak that has 
appeared at the front of my property  about a month 
ago.  I initially contacted the council who were not 
interested, so I contacted United Utilities. They came, 
eventually, and ascertained it wasn’t their problem  and 
told me to contact the council.  I did and this time they 
sent an Inspector out who  agreed that it was very 
concerning.   I am waiting to hear from them what they 
are going to do. 

On a lighter note I have been enjoying the Sunday evening 
service on zoom.   The service is really good and helps to 
keep me going for the whole week.  Evensong is a service 
I have always liked. 

I haven’t seen my family,  but we keep in constant 
touch.  I like so many others,  can’t wait until we all 
meet up again,  I just want a hug! 

Well until next time,  take care and stay safe everyone. 

Ruth.   
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GOD IN THE SCIENCES:  
What will March bring? Mental health ideas for uncertain times 
 
We may all have rather mixed feelings on reaching March this year. On the one 
hand, it is lovely to see the onset of Spring, and vaccinations and better weather 
may make handling the pandemic a little easier. On the other hand, marking a year 
from the start of the first UK lockdown will be painful for some, especially as many of 
us are likely to be experiencing restrictions or ongoing hardships for quite some 
time. We may need to find new ways to keep going, so here are some suggestions 
that draw on both science and Christian theology.  
 
Getting outside  
Time outdoors in a natural environment is very good for you – and you can’t argue 
with the happy hormones produced by exercise. Attending to the details of nature 
can also inspire awe, which has been 
linked to positive mood, and increased 
life satisfaction. Enjoying creation can 
also help us connect with God.  
 
Looking outside 
If you are truly stuck indoors, try putting 
bird feeders outside your window so 
creation comes to you. This is also an act 
of kindness (see below)!  
 
Lament and praise 
The Psalms are a rich resource to help us express both our grief and our thanks to 
God. Try reading one or two each day. 
 
Journaling 
Keep a journal of thoughts, experiences or practices you have engaged with during 
the day. Constructing a personal narrative or story is now recognised as a very 
powerful psychological and spiritual tool for building resilience. It is also a vital 
learning tool that we can go back to when tough times return in the future.  
 
Acts of kindness 
Helping or encouraging someone else is obviously a good thing to do in itself, but it 
also has a very positive effect on the giver - spiritually, mentally, emotionally, and 
even physically. Whichever way you look at it, finding new ways to show kindness to 
others can be a very effective way to help ourselves feel better too.  
 
Gratitude 
Gratitude is another natural drug – in a sense – that can help us feel better. Try 
keeping a grateful diary, adding a few things each day. 
 
Laugh, sing, make music, dance 
All of these activities are deeply rooted in our physical and mental makeup. You may 
have forgotten how great they feel, especially in times of sadness, but we can learn 
from children who do them very naturally.  
 

I hope these ideas may help bring us closer to God, each other, and His creation. 
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GOD IN THE ARTS  :   
Behold the handmaid of the Lord 
‘Ecce Ancilla Domini’ (Behold the handmaid of the Lord) 
is the title of this month’s painting of the Annunciation 
by Dante Gabriel Rossetti. We shall hear those words in 
the Gospel for this feast on 25th March, when Mary 
responds to Gabriel’s message that she is to be the 
mother of our Saviour. 
 
It is a scene that has inspired artists throughout the 
history of Christianity. Over those years certain 
traditions emerged: in many paintings Mary was often 
shown at prayer, dressed in blue, in a room that was 
filled with elaborate furnishings of the period, all 
opening out onto the wider world. 
 
Rossetti’s painting of 1850 is very different. He was a founding member of the            
Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, and as both a poet and a painter, he soon became its 
recognised leader. But the work of the Brotherhood was not without its critics. When 
Rossetti’s painting was exhibited, it was dismissed as ‘absurd, affected, ill-drawn, 
insipid, crotchety and puerile’ because it was such a contrast to the more traditional 
portrayals of this scene in Luke’s Gospel. 
 
Here there is a claustrophobic feel to the painting. Mary and Gabriel fill the tiny, cell-
like room. There is a window, but it does not open out to scenery and nature: just a 
solitary tree. Rossetti called ‘Ecce Ancilla Domini’ his ‘white picture.’ That is the colour 
that dominates: the robes of Mary and the angel, the stones of the floor, the paint on 
the walls, the flowers that Gabriel offers. Blue, the traditional colour for Mary, is 
relegated to the screen behind and the sky outside. Other colours are provided by the 
yellow flames of Gabriel’s feet and the tapestry in the foreground on which Mary has 
embroidered lilies. These flowers, like the whiteness, are symbols of purity. 
 
The model for Mary was Christina, his sister, the author of ‘In the bleak mid-winter’, 
and in portraying her, Rossetti has captured the adolescent vulnerability of Mary. A 
small dove linking the two characters is a sign of God’s spirit coming to bring new life 
to this young girl. How does she respond? What is the expression on her face? Does she 
see the adult world of responsibility and motherhood opening up before her? Is it 
anxiety or wonder or awe? Or are all of these responses captured in her expression? 
 
The stillness of the scene, the whiteness of the room – they are like a blank canvas on 
which God can paint His Gospel, His Good New of life and hope.  Just as it opened up a 
new world for Mary, so the Gospel can open up a new world for all of us. We may 
respond with anxiety and worry, or with wonder and awe to that invitation. Or those 
feelings may be transformed into trust and service like Mary in Luke’s Gospel: ‘Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord: let it be with me according to your word.’ 
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Wear your daffodil and unite in memory 
 
Marie Curie, the UK’s leading end-of-life care charity will this year celebrate their 35th annual 
Great Daffodil Appeal, which is held every March across the UK. The money raised from this 
appeal enables the charity to continue their vital work providing care and support to people 
living with a terminal illness and their families.  

 
The coronavirus continues to have a devastating effect on Marie Curie’s 
fundraising, as activities up and down the country have had to be cancelled. 
However, there’s still lots of ways people can get involved, with things like 
the Step into Spring Challenge in March where people walk 10,000 steps a 
day, they can host a virtual collection or buy and wear one of the charity’s 
iconic daffodils in memory of a loved one.  
 
This year will be even more special as the charity encourages the nation to 
come together to reflect, grieve and remember for a National Day of 

Reflection. Tuesday 23rd March 2021 will mark one year since the UK first went into a 
nationwide lockdown and Marie Curie is inviting the nation to unite and remember those 
who died and show support and solidarity for those who have been bereaved. The charity 
knows how important it is for people to grieve and the emotional and psychological impact 
of not being able to say goodbye properly and grieving in isolation can have.   
 
Due to the pandemic, Marie Curie won’t have their normal collections on the street, so 
donations are more important than ever. To support the Great Daffodil Appeal, you can 
donate at www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil or you can buy your daffodil pin in store at a 
number of high street stores including Superdrug or Savers.  

Walk and pray for your community in 2021 
 
Our communities have all been being 
affected by the Covid-19 pandemic: our 
schools, hospitals, neighbours, churches, 
friends and families, so when we’re out on 
our daily walk, let's turn the time to prayer.  
 
That’s the challenge from HOPE Together, which is encouraging Christians to walk and pray 
in 2021. 
  
Rachel Jordan-Wolf, HOPE’s executive director, says: ‘Whatever time, wherever you live, 
whilst we’re able and permitted to walk – let’s walk and talk to the one who has the power to 
act and bring change.’   
 
HOPE is bringing together resources and ideas for prayer walking from many UK prayer 
ministries. An app is also being developed to track where Christians have walked and prayed 
throughout the UK. This is part of a worldwide Every Home for Christ initiative called Oikos, 
which aims to take the Christian message of hope to every home on the planet over the next 
20 years.  
 
To find out more visit www.hopetogether.org.uk/prayerwalk21 

http://www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil
http://www.hopetogether.org.uk/prayerwalk21
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  Wordsearch for March 

Life is full of ups and downs: after blessings, hard times often 

follow. They are not meant to destroy us but to help us grow 

spiritually by deepening our faith and dependence on God. 

The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil – to give Him the opportunity to stand fast against 

the enemy. The devil’s temptations were based on half-truths, 

which Jesus rejected by standing firm on the whole truth of 

Scripture. The truth sets us free! 

 
Holy  
Spirit 
Jordan 
Wilderness 
Tempted 
Devil 
Fasted 
Hungry 
If 
Bread 
Alone 
Kingdom 
World 
Authority  
Glory 
Worship 
Me 
Serve 
Jerusalem 
Pinnacle 
Temple 
Stone 
Foot 
Angels 
Bear 
Strike 
Test 
Temptation 
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St Bartholomew’s and St Chad’s  

on Facebook 
 

https://www.facebook.com/stchadsstbarts/ 
 

If you are already on Facebook it is easy to find and “like” the page. Just 
search for “stchadsstbarts” or “St. Bartholomew's Thurstaston, with St. 
Chad's, Irby” and you will find us.  
 
If you “like” the page you will receive notifications when we add events 
and other informative posts. 
 
From our page you can also share individual posts and events with 
others you may think would like to hear about us and our events. 
 
Please do share this page with your friends. 
 
You do not have to be on Facebook to view our posts.
         
We also have a Twitter Feed:- 

 
@StBartsStChads     

 

Need a Meeting Room? 
 
 

At St Chad’s we have a large hall and  
several options of different sized 

rooms. 
  
 
Bookings can be made by phoning the Hall Booking Secretary 
      Mrs Jean Heath: 648 6015 

For more information and prices please go to the website  
https://www.thurstaston.org.uk/hall-and-room-hire/ 
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IRBY  MOTOR  COMPANY 
 
 

CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
SERVICE & REPAIR  -  FREE LOAN CAR 

 
SERVICE:  0151 648 0200 

 

SALES:  0151 648 5488 
 

 

 
 

Accounts Un Limited 

Patricia Brady ACMA 

 

Personal Tax Returns .  

Company Accounts . VAT Returns 

 

Home Visits . Friendly &  

Confidential Service 

648 4379 or 07968 908779 
 
 
 

BIRKENHEAD MONUMENTAL LTD 
 

QUALITY MEMORIALS, RENOVATIONS, 
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS ETC. 

 
CALL FOR FULL COLOUR BROCHURE, 

PERSONAL ATTENTION OFFERED. 
 

Telephone:  0151 608 2578 

If you would like to purchase advertising space in this magazine please 
telephone 

 
St Chad’s Church Office on 0151 648 8169 or  

E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
 

Advertising space is sold in good faith.   
The Parochial Church Council and/or Editor can take no responsibility for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

Gary Furlong 

Tree and Hedge Services 

07759284091  
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Churchwarden 
Mrs Liz Whitehead    606 9083 
 
Reader 
Mr Alan Jones     648 1400 
 
 
Retired Clergy 
 
Revd David Trollope           342 2648 
 
Revd Ray Dent                                  792 2022 
 
Revd Margaret Fletcher   648 1025 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mr Graham  Barley                             648 1867 
 
 
PCC Treasurer               
Mr Kevin Marley  

     pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk  
 
 
Verger 
Mr Jon Oliver                           648 1754 
 
Organist                                                     
Mr Craig Vickers    648 7405 
 
Electoral Roll 
c/o Church Office                               648 8169 
 
St Chad’s Hall Booking Secretary  
Mrs Jean Heath                          648 6015 
 

Evening Mothers’ Union (EMU) 
Mrs Chris Rostock (Secretary)   6481112                                      
 
Flower Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs Elaine Jones                                648 1400 
 
Flower Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Dawn Rudd                          648 0209 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs June Bibby     678 8124 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Leslie Worrall    648 5590 
 
Bellringers Tower Captain 
Dr Peter Robson                                648 6691 
 
 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
Junior Church 
Mrs Julie Deboorder                           648 6331 
 
Seniors/Youth (11-16)  
Mrs Janet Trigg                                  648 8821 
 
Rainbows/Brownies/Guides 
www.girlguiding.org.uk or 
Freephone          0800 1 69 59 01
                                  

 
 
 

CHARITY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Christian Aid Representative 
Vacant 
 
Children’s Society Representative 
Mrs Jean Heath                                  648 6015 
 
Leprosy Mission Representative 
Mrs Pat  Hulme                                   538 1953 
 
Adoption Society Representative            
Mrs Chris Rostock                              648 1112 

 
 
 

Please collect your  
Postage Stamps 

throughout the year for RDA           
(Riding for the Disabled).  

 
There is a box in St Chad’s foyer and 
an envelope at the back of St Bart’s. 

 

Contacts 

mailto:pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk
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Baptisms and Weddings 
To arrange a baptism or wedding, please telephone the Rector,  

Revd Jane Turner on 0151 648 1816   
or the Church office on 0151 648 8169. 

RECTOR: Revd Jane Turner 
  The Rectory, 77 Thingwall Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UB  
 Telephone: 0151 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday) E-mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 
 

CHURCH OFFICE:  Mrs K Butler St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 
  Telephone:  0151 648 8169.   E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 

      OPEN  TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9.30am - 12.30pm (term time) 
 

PARISH WEBSITE:  www.thurstaston.org.uk 

PLEASE NOTE: Rector’s day off - Tuesday 

March 2021 
 

ZOOM Services:- 
Joining details available by emailing the Rector 
 
Mar   7th - 6.00pm All Age 
Mar 14th - 6.30pm Evening Prayer 
Mar 21st - 6.30pm Evening Prayer 
Mar 28th - 6.30pm Evening Prayer 
 
The PCC agreed on Monday 11th January 2021 that we would not hold 
services in church (except funerals and weddings (in exceptional 
circumsrtances)) until the latest Covid-19 lockdown has ended and the 
Wirral has returned to a minimum of Tier 3 (and transmission rates are 
much lower and vaccination programme has begun to take effect).  
 
We will continue to provide a sermon via facebook, the weekly emails 
(including notice sheet, sermon, family together at home resource and 
other bits and bobs), and Evening Prayer via Zoom.  
 
Contact the Rector if you want to be added to the weekly email list.  

 
ZOOM Coffee and Chat:- 

Wednesday mornings 10.15-11.00am 
 
Joining details available by emailing the Rector 

 
No agenda 

just turn up and chat  
with whoever else appears  


