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òYour magazine needs youó 

Please send your contributions  
(eg. Poems. Prayers, interesting articles etc.,)  

to office@thurstaston.org.uk  
no later than 21st February      

The views and opinions expressed in the 
articles in this magazine are those of the    
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 

views or opinions of the                                
editor, the Rector or the PCC. 

India - engulfed by a tsunami of grief 
 
Covid-19 has been overwhelming India in recent weeks, bringing its health 
services and institutions to their knees. Hospitals have run out of oxygen, medical 
staff cannot help the queues of desperate patients, and bodies are piling up as 
people die in vast numbers. 
 
The Indian Christian community, like their compatriots, have also been suffering. 
Reports speak of many church leaders contracting the virus and some even dying. 
Their congregations, also sick and dying, are left without pastoral care.   
  
Indian Christians report that more than 50-60 senior church leaders have died. One 
pastor said: ñin the last seven days we have lost four pastors to Covid19.ò Another 
organisation lost three missionaries within a week. These examples are just the tip 
of the iceberg. 
 
The lockdown is causing severe suffering to the poorest, the day-labourers, who 
now have no work and no income. Barnabas Fund is working with Indian Christian 
leaders to provide assistance, both food and medical help, for our brothers and 
sisters. If you would like to help support them, please go to:  
https://barnabasfund.org 

https://barnabasfund.org
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From Your Rector                                                        

One thing that weõve probably missed over the past year is parties. This month 
should enable us to party again! Lots of Jesusõ parables focus on parties, as 
they are a picture of the joy, hope and life of the kingdom of God. The 
parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14: 15-24) challenges us not to miss out on 
this. 
 
In Jesusõ day, when people accepted an invitation to a banquet, they were only 
told the actual time on the day: ôCome, for everything is now readyõ. Jesusõ 
invites each one of us to share in the life of His kingdom. 
 
However, the guests made excuses for not coming. At the time, this would 
have been extremely insulting to the host. They said: ôI have just bought a 
field; I must try out my new team of oxen; I have just got marriedõ. These are 
all good things in themselves, however they reveal their priorities were 
elsewhere. We too can be pre-occupied with our own routines of work, family, 
retirement, holidays, friends, home, social media, that we forget Godõs 
priorities for our lives. Jesus calls for total commitment from His disciples. 
What priority in my life is holding me back from accepting His invitation?  
 
How did the host respond? He ordered His servants to ôGo out quickly into the 
streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind 
and the lame.õ. He invited the unexpected and unacceptable people to his 
banquet. Jesus makes the point that Godõs kingdom is open to all! Thinking 
about our family, friends, colleagues and neighbours, even if theyõre not like us 
or show little interest in God: Are we willing to offer them Godõs invitation to 
share His love and life?   
 

Revd Jane 
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Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 
Lord for the years, we bring our thanks today. 

 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise. 

 

*Lord, for our hopes, the dreams of all our living, 
Christ and his kingdom one united aim; 

Rulers and peoples bound in high thanksgiving, 
Lord of our hopes, our trust is in your Name.  é 

 

By Timothy Dudley Smith 

 

This well-loved hymn was written in 1967 by the Revd Timothy Dudley Smith, 
who later became Bishop of Thetford.  He later confessed: òI wrote it on a 
train when I was very pressed for time.  Iõm thankful if something I write gets 
picked up, but I suspect anyone who does something in a rush later regrets 
that they didnõt find time to apply the sandpaper a bit more!ó   

 

Dudley Smith had been asked to write a hymn for the centenary service of the 
Childrenõs Special Service Mission, now Scripture Union, in St Paulõs Cathedral.   
His commission was to write words that could be fitted to Jean Sibeliusõs 
Finlandia, as it was to be accompanied by an orchestra with this tune in their 
repertoire.  And so ð ôLord for the yearsõ was written. 

 

Dudley Smith need not have worried about lack of time ð his lyrics were a ôhitõ 
in the cathedral on the day, and went on to become so well-loved that George 
Carey chose the hymn to be sung at his consecration as Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, and then again later, in 1991, or his consecration as Archbishop in 
Canterbury Cathedral.    

 

The hymn continued to be widely sung and loved, until in 2002 Timothy Dudley 
Smith was asked to write an extra verse for it so that it could even be sung 
around the time of the Queenõs Golden Jubilee. 

 

Many of the words in the hymn are true for the Queen herself, as she 
celebrates her 95th birthday this month.  She does indeed thank God ôfor the 
years your love has kept and guided, urged and inspired us, cheered us on our 
wayõé 
 

And so indeed the ôextraõ verse added for the Queen has also held true:   

 

Lord for our hopes, the dreams of all our living,  
  Christ and his kingdom one united aim,  

Rulers and peoples bound in high thanksgiving,  
  Lord of our hopes, our trust is in your Name. 
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A princeôs legacy on matters of faith 
 
 
Just when we thought the last word had been written about the late Duke of Edin-
burgh, it emerged that he had a genuine interest in theology.  That dashing young 
naval officer, who became the Queenôs dutiful consort and accompanied her to 
thousands of church services, was someone who listened intently to sermons, 
thought through what was being said, and then asked questions.   
 
 
Every Sunday when the royal couple were at Sandringham, a diocesan bishop was 
invited to preach in the parish church.  Afterwards, they were grilled by the Duke 
who, we are told by one of them, showed that he ñwanted to be intellectually and 
spiritually engagedò.  Thatôs a polite way of saying he wasnôt prepared to swallow 
what came out of the pulpit if he wasnôt convinced by it. 
 
 
Some Christians are suspicious of people who probe the faith.  Should it not be tak-
en on trust?  Who are we to question the Almighty?  For others, doubt hovers unin-
vited. Honest doubt wonôt settle for unbelief but will continue to persevere with its 
enquiries. The Russian writer and philosopher Fyodor Dostoyevsky wrote: ñIt is not 
as a child that I believe and confess Jesus Christ. My hosanna is born of a furnace 
of doubt.ò  Dostoyevsky had lived a turbulent life, both personally and publicly, and 
wrestled mentally with himself and God.  Some people are like that.   
 
 
Prince Philip had been baptised into the Greek Orthodox Church and was received 
into the Church of England just before his marriage. He organised much of his own 
funeral, and if you followed it, you will remember how traditional it was. Many of the 
prayers were from the 17th Century Book of Common Prayer, the hymns were 
more ancient than modern, and the Bible readings confidently proclaimed the mag-
nificence of Godôs Creation and Jesusô teaching about the resurrection. These are 
basic to Christianity and it was from such a foundation that he was able to explore. 
 
 
So, if you wake up one morning questioning everything you have believed, take it is 
a spur to dig deeper and ask questions. Be encouraged by Philip, who shunned a 
second-hand faith because he wanted to know the truth for himself.   
 
 
The next time you hear a sermon which you canôt understand or disagree with, 
donôt let the preacher get away with it. And if, in your private conversations with 
God, you find yourself praying, óLord, I believe; help my unbelief,ô you wonôt be the 
first.  See Mark 9, verse 24. 
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Ruthôs Reflecting 
 
I have been thinking back over the last year and how life has 
changed.  When Jane first asked about writing an article for the 
Magazine I was decorating the kitchen!   Now, it almost needs doing 
again. 
  
This spring the weather has not been as good as last year,  and 
outdoor activities have been somewhat curtailed,  but I have been 
able to do quite a bit in the garden and with the help of a gardener 
the garden is looking quite good.  The lawns have definitely improved 
with the rain!  I have also added some more bird feeders and love 
spending time watching the birds,  reflecting on the beauty of 
nature. 
  
As I write this I am listening to the latest updates on the 
pandemic.  It seems that we will soon be able to give and receive 
hugs!  Hurray.  Also being able to meet indoors will be good, given the 
weather at the moment.  I have met people outside several times,  so 
far we have been lucky,  cold but not rained on. 
  
Talking of meeting people,  it seems that the Churches will be 
reopening and from what several people have said to me not before 
time!  I myself am in two minds about this,  I donõt think there is a 
right answer,  it is the same with all the decisions taken 
nationally  about the pandemic,  there is no precedent to guide us. 
  
The easing of restrictions does mean that the family will be able to 
go  out for a meal to celebrate my grandsons 21st 
birthday,  something to really look forward to. 
  
Something else to look forward to is that we can start ringing 
again,  there will still be restrictions, so it wonõt be the same as pre 
pandemic but it is a start. 
  
So far 2021 has not been a brilliant year for me,  starting with a 
blocked sewer in the  road causing a mini flood outside my 
driveaway,  followed by a leaky chimney and a wet lounge 
ceiling.  Both have now been sorted but did cause a lot of stress at 
the time,  made worse by the fact I am on my own.  I must add here 
a big thankyou to the Rev Jane for practical help and support during 
this time.  The latest trauma to happen is that I lost my house keys 
during a visit to the Garden Centre.  They have not been handed in so 
I have had to have my locks changed and my security codes 
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7ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ #ÏÖÉÄȩ 
 
9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÔÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÏÉÃÅȡ Á ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ÈÁÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÔÈÉÒÄ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ 
ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÍÁÙ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÇÏ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ×ÁÙÓȟ  Á ÔÈÉÒÄ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÔÈÉÎË ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÇÏ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ 
ÅØÁÃÔÌÙ ÁÓ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÔÈÉÒÄ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ËÅÅÎÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÅÖÅÒ ÔÏ 
ÓÔÁÙ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ  
 
4ÈÅ 4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ #ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÃÈÁÉÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ !ÒÃÈÂÉÓÈÏÐ ÏÆ #ÁÎÔÅÒÂÕÒÙȟ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÎ Á ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÃË ÊÕÓÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÌÏÃËÄÏ×ÎȢ 
 
4ÈÅ ÎÅ× ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÅÅÌ Á ÓÔÒÏÎÇÅÒ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÕÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ ȣ7Å ÆÏÕÎÄ Á ÃÌÅÁÒ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÁÐÐÅÔÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ Á ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
×Å ÁÒÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÏÆ άΪάΪ ÉÓ ËÅÐÔ ÁÌÉÖÅȢȱ 
 
)Ô ÁÌÓÏ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ΫάȢήÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃȟ 
ήȢΰÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅȢ  !ÎÄ αί ÐÅÒ ÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 
ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÓÏ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ 

updated.  Again a stressful time and as you can imagine 
my  conversations with God have gone into overtime! 
  
I am also looking forward to going to stay with my sister.  It seems 
so long since I saw her although we have kept in constant touch 
through video calls.  I am also looking forward to those hugs from my 
grandsons. 
  
Take care and stay safe everyone. 
  
Ruth. 

And another Reflection from the Parish on Covid-19  

How has Covid-19 and resultant lockdown affected my life in 2021 - a very 

good question. In many ways it has reinforced relationships. My cleaner  (Dina) 

has become more like a granddaughter to me, and I her Grandma!  

My gardener (Ken)  and my carer (Alison) have between them redeveloped the 

garden for me!  What better place to sit and listen to the birds singing?  I am 

well blessed. 
 

Juˍiˁʑ Hodgs˛ʘ 
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Ever since I have been Rector here (13 years) there 
has been a story about a truncheon and handcuffs 
that used to be in the safe, but nobody knew where 
they were now. 
 
They came to light in the planning of the Funeral of 
Robert (Bob) Williams ï 6

th
 May 2020, and have 

now been bequeathed to the Church.  
 
Bobôs daughter Jackie sent me a newspaper cutting 
about her Great Grandad, saying ñHe was the first 
warden of Thurstaston Common and it was he who 
held the handcuffs and truncheon! He died in 1953 
and all his possessions stayed at Ivy Bank as his 
son (my great uncle) still lived there for a long time.ò 
 
The PCC have agreed that these socially important 
ñhistorical relicsò should be on display in Church, 
and are in the process of seeking permission to 
install a wall mounted cabinet at the back of Church 
for this purpose. 
 
One member of the PCC is also doing some 
research into the history of this family and the history 
of the truncheon. Watch this space - hopefully more 
details next month. 
 

Revd Jane Turner  
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