
  

 

Crosstalk 
The Parish Magazine of St Bartholomew with St Chad 

www.thurstaston.org.uk 

     February 2020 



2 

 

“Your magazine needs you” 

Please send your contributions  
(eg. Poems. Prayers, interesting articles etc.,)  

to office@thurstaston.org.uk  
no later than  18th February   

The views and opinions expressed in the       
articles in this magazine are those of the     

author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the 
views or opinions of the                                

editor, the Rector or the PCC. 

 

“Cross Talk Subscription for 2020 is £6” 

 

These are now due for 2020.  If you see your deliverer please pay them. 

Alternatively either post a cheque for £6.00 payable to Thurstaston PCC, 

to St Chad’s Church Office, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH  

or pay on-line at 

40.52.40 00018674, putting your surname and mag subs as reference. 

 

 

□I enclose £6 and would like to continue to have Cross Talk delivered to 
my house 

□I no longer wish to have Cross Talk delivered to my house 

 

Name:______________________________________________ 
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1st February  
Wirral Men’s Breakfast—P16  
8—10am Thornton Hall Hotel  

 
Worship in the Wilderness 

Throughout February, March and April  
8pm St Chads—see page 5 

 
9th February  

World Leprosy Sunday  - P13 
9.30 am St Chad’s / 11.15am St Barts  

 
Sunday 23rd February  

Junior Church Pancake Party 
St Chad’s—See page 7 

 
 
 
 

6th March  
World day of Prayer—P14   

1.45pm Heswall Methodist Church & 
7.30pm Emmanuel Church , Pensby 

 
22nd March  

Evensong for Mothering Sunday  
5pm St Bartholomew’s  

 
Foxhill Retreat 
26th—29th May  

See page 10 
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9 Could you be Church Warden 
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Contents 

Diary Dates 

Funerals 
We commend to  God’s  eternal care  

 
20th December  
John Appleyard  

 
2nd January  

Dorothy Joyce  

13th January  
Barbara Helm 

 
17th January 

Eric Jones  
 

27th  January  
Harold Stott 

From the Registers 
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From Your Rector                                                         
 

Dear Friends, 
 

This month sees the start of Lent, the season of penitence, self-
examination and fasting running up to Easter. Fasting can be a 
neglected discipline, but it plays an important part in the Christian life. 
Jesus began His earthly ministry by fasting in the wilderness for 40 
days and He taught His disciples to fast (i.e. not if but ‘when you fast, 
put oil on your head and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious 
to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is 
unseen.’ (Matthew 6:17,18).  
 

Why Fast? 
Firstly, giving up something in my life underlines my desire to put God 
first in my life. Secondly, fasting shows me how much I depend on 
things other than God in my life, so I can surrender my idols to Him. 
Thirdly, fasting encourages me to have a deeper hunger and 
dependency for God in my life. Therefore, fasting gives me space to 
humbly focus on God for His strength, provision, and wisdom and 
results in a more intimate relationship with Christ. It also enables the 
Holy Spirit to reveal my true spiritual condition, leading to brokenness, 
repentance, and a transformed life, with a heart more attentive to 
God. 
 

How can I fast? 
Usually fasting involves missing one or two meals during the day, 
although some can’t abstain from food for medical reasons. It might 
also include abstaining or limiting 
the time I give to television, 
alcohol or social media. 
However, Lent can also be a 
time to embrace new spiritual 
disciplines e.g. joining a study 
group, ‘random acts of kindness’, 
or giving more time to prayer 
and Bible study. Whatever you 
do, make Lent count this year!  

Revd Jane 
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Worship in the Wilderness 
Together in Church Services 

 

Feb 26th(8pm) Ash Wednesday A Secret Journey 
1st March  Lent 1     A Spirit-led Journey 
8th March  Lent 2    A Simple Journey 
15th March Lent 3     A Sorrowful Journey 
22nd March Lent 4    A Sacrificial Journey 

This is also Mothering Sunday - see bottom of page for more details 
29th March  Lent 5    A truth-Speaking Journey 
5th April   Palm Sunday   A Surprising Journey 

 

Worship in the Wilderness  
Personal Devotions or in a Small Group 

 

Worship in the Wilderness is a Lent series, journeying with 
Jesus through the desert. Explore this rich 
biblical theme, which touches on subjects 
such as simplicity, silence, sorrow, truth-
speaking and being led by the Spirit. 
The Personal Devotions book is an A5, 56 
page full colour book. It contains five daily 
readings per week up to Palm Sunday. 
There are biblical reflections, creative 
responses and practical applications for 
earthing the ideas in real life. 
Small group will meet on Thursdays 8.00-
9.00pm at St Chad’s 
EVERYONE WELCOME - You will need a copy of 
the book which is £6.00 - Let Jane know if you 
want one (initially ordered 10 copies) 

5th Mar: A Secret Journey and A Spirit-led Journey 
12th Mar: A Simple Journey   26th Mar: A Sacrificial Journey 
19th Mar: A Sorrowful Journey   2nd Apr: A truth-Speaking Journey  
 

Mothering Sunday 22nd March 
We will distribute flowers as usual at all morning services, but as you can see from 
above the theme of the service will be a Lenten one. Junior Church will do 
appropriate craft activities for Mothering Sunday. And then for those who feel that 
they would like a service with more of a Mothering Sunday feel, there will be a 
special service:- 

5.00pm Evensong for Mothering Sunday at St Bartholomew’s - All Welcome 
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Christmas Fair/Bazaar 2020 
 

We need someone to organise the Christmas Fair which is our only 
major community fund raising event each year. It would usually be 
a Saturday towards the end of November. It will only take place in 
2020 if an individual or small group of people agree to organise it. 
You will have the freedom to run it how you choose. 
 

For many years this was very much a Church Event with lots of 
stalls being run by Church Members - Julie DeBoorder would be 
willing to share with you the wisdom and knowledge she has gained 
over many years, if you wanted to run it in this way. 
 

In 2019, it took the form of  Bazaar with lots of small businesses 
and community groups having a table and church just running 
Refreshments, Raffle and Santa’s Grotto. This was very successful 
and a great community event. This style of  event would ideally be 
planned much earlier in the year as the small businesses get 
booked up very quickly. Again Julie could share wisdom from last 
year and Kate in the parish office will have most of the contact 
details for the businesses that we used as well as the ones we tried 
to get but were already booked up. 
 

Please speak to Revd Jane if this is something that you could take 
on.  

NEW TESTAMENT LIVE 
Sat. 14th March 2020, 10.00am - 4.00pm 

St. Luke's Methodist Church, 19 Market Street, Hoylake, CH47 2BF  
 

The booking DETAILS... 
It is just £14 per person for a life changing day.  

Please bring a packed lunch 
https://www.bible.org.uk/wtb_event_tickets.php  

 

Everyone receives a full colour workbook and free re-admission for life 
 

11 - 16 year olds can attend for free with a paying adult  
(but they will not receive a book) 

https://www.bible.org.uk/wtb_event_tickets.php
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Junior Church needs leaders and helpers 
  

During 2019, due to changing personal circumstances, several of the junior church team 
have needed to step away from Junior Church. In order to continue we need more   
helpers and leaders. Please think about volunteering to help us in whichever way you 
can, as a helper or a leader.  
  

We have easy to follow books which leaders can use for the sessions. If you could be a 
helper, you would be asked to help with a craft or game.  
  

The Junior Church team past and present, did and continue to do a brilliant job of      
nurturing our children and young people to become wonderful young Christians.  
  

You will find it a very rewarding part of our church family to be involved with, and it is an 
essential part of our children’s early years.  
  

Young or old, male or female, all* are welcome to join us. Please let me know of your  
interest, with a view to visiting us this term to have a look, and starting to help or lead in 
the near future.  
  

Thank you,  
Julie DeBoorder   

Email: jules2121jule@gmail.com, Mobile: 07599 186893, Landline: 648 6331  
 *All leaders and helpers have to complete a DBS check to ensure the safeguarding of  
all of our children and young people  

Junior Church Pancake Party 

 

There will be the annual Pancake Party held during Junior 
Church on Sunday 23 February for Children and Seniors,  
involving daft games, crafts and lots of pancakes. 
 
Suggested donation of £1 per family to cover food on the day please. There 
will be Pancakes (readymade) with fruit, cream, lemon juice, sugar, syrup etc.  
 
If you have allergies please speak to Julie DeBoorder and she can purchase 
something to suit accordingly. Please complete the list at the back of church 
to help gauge the amount of food and crafts. 
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The Electoral Roll 
 

All Church of England parishes are required to maintain an electoral roll. Those 
people whose names are on the roll are entitled to attend the Annual Parish 
Meeting and to vote. They are also eligible for  election on to the Parochial Church 
Council. The number of people on the electoral roll also determines how many 
representatives can be sent to the Deanery Synod where decisions may be taken 
that effect the churches within the deanery. It is therefore important that all those 
eligible should be entered on to electoral roll for this parish of St Bartholomew 
Thurstaston and St Chad Irby. Although the roll may be updated regularly a new 
roll has to be created every 6 years and 2019 was the most recent year in which 
this had to be done. 
 
To be eligible applicants must be baptised, over 16 and 
Either   Live within the parish boundary  
Or   Have been a regular worshipper at St Bartholomew 
  Thurstaston or St Chad Irby for at least 6 months. 
 
Application forms available at the back of both churches or from 
the parish   office between 25th January and 16th February 
2020. 
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R
etreat R

ecip
e 

Take 
one 

tired 
person 

in 
need 

of 
rejuvenation 
T

ransport to F
oxhill (not far) 

A
dd:- 

•
 joyful, uplifting w

orship 
•
 in

te
re

stin
g

 
th

o
u

g
h

t 
p

ro
vo

kin
g 

teaching 
•
 pow

erful prayer tim
e 

•
 very edible food ☺

 

•
 drinks (cold/hot) alw

ays available 
S

prinkle in:- 
•
 early m

orning scam
pering around 

the 
arboretum

 
(sm

ell 
the 

dam
p 

soil, clim
b up tow

ards the sunlight 
stirring through the leaves, m

arvel 
at the view

) 
•
 peace and quiet  

 
 

or com
panionable chatting 

•
 blessed S

ILE
N

C
E

 
A

djust quantities to suit 
R

esult:- 
R

efreshm
ent of body, m

ind and spirit. 
T

horoughly recom
m

ended. 
B

everley.A
. 

Last year several of us w
ent on a sim

ilar retreat. 
H

ere are som
e reflections of our experiences. 

A
 tim

e for thinking, 
listening and contributing.  
A

ll in a peaceful place w
ith 

new
 and old friends.  

F
ood good too.  P

at.N
. 

R
evd Jane is booked in. W

ould you like to join her?
 

If so, contact F
oxhill by em

ail or phone. 

F
irst 

tim
e 

on 
a 

retreat, 
com

pletely hooked! 
N

ot 
everything 

w
as 

m
y 

cup of tea but it w
as so 

relaxed, 
it 

w
as 

fine 
and 

th
e

re
 

w
a

s
 

a
lw

a
y

s 
som

ething 
available 

to 
suit. 

A
 

very 
peaceful, 

rejuvenating 
experience. 

T
he staff w

ere lovely too 
and the food delicious. To 
add to all that, also space 
and tim

e for just you, or a 
w

alk w
ith a friend, a chat 

on a bench. S
om

ething for 
all your needs. 

Julie.D
. 
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God in the Sciences :  Fearfully and Wonderfully Made 

Every person who ever lived was once a sperm and an egg. Those two 
cells fused together, and in nine months they turned into a living,     
breathing, human being. Each of us emerged from this same embryonic 
development process, which is highly complex and organised, but          
variable enough to turn out a unique individual every time.  
 

If you like order – such as neat piles of stationery, or tidy colour-coded 
files – you will enjoy this story. One of the most important stages of an 
embryo’s development is when each section of the body, from head to 
rump, takes on its identity. Each part is told what shape to take, and 
which limbs or internal organs to grow: legs or arms, lungs or kidneys, 
and so on.  
 

The most beautiful part of this body-patterning process is that it brings 
the dimensions of time and space together in such a neat way. The DNA 
instructions for the procedure, known as genes, are organised in the or-
der in which they are needed during development which is also the order 
in which they appear on the body. No other sets of genes are known to be 
arranged in such a tidy pattern.  
 

So, as the embryo develops, the tissues near the head end activate the 
first sets of genes. Those active genes then make all the proteins needed 
for that part of the body to grow and develop in the right way. The tissues 
just below the head then switch on the second set of genes, and so on. A 
wave of activation passes down the embryo, specifying each section of the 
trunk in turn.  
 

The Wisconsin-based developmental biologist Jeff Hardin often quotes 
Psalm 139 to express the wonder of embryonic development. The Psalm-
ist did not understand how this process happened, but he knew that it 
was a marvellous thing. “For you created my inmost being; you knit me to-
gether in my mother’s womb…your works are wonderful, I know that full 
well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret 
place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.”  
 

The story of the tidy genes brings out the hidden beauty in the very early 
stages of embryonic development. The more biologists get to find out 
about how we came to be born, the more we can say, “I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made”! 
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He gave us eyes to see them’:  William Blake’s engravings of Job 
 

The canticle we call the Benedicite began its life 
as the Song of the Three Holy Children. In the 
midst of their terrifying ordeal in the burning 
fiery furnace, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
praise God. They call on the sky above, the sea-
sons, and all that grows and moves on the earth 
to join them. Their song invites the whales in the 
sea, the birds of the air and all creatures to echo 
their praise. Finally, they ask all people who are 
holy and humble in heart to bless God the creator 
of all that is. 
 

During this year we are exploring the glory and 
wonder of creation, especially animals and birds. The song of the Benedi-
cite praising that creation is born of pain and testing. That ordeal is the 
theme of another book in the Old Testament - Job. We are told that he was 
an upright, blameless man, but he suffered. That pain tested his faith and 
he demanded an explanation from God.  
 

The book of Job inspired the visionary work of the poet and painter, Wil-
liam Blake. In 1823 he began creating a series of 22 engravings illustrat-
ing Job which were based on earlier water-colours. Plate 13 depicts God 
answering Job out of the whirlwind. We can read of this in chapters 39-41. 
God asks Job if he was present at creation. Indeed, can he even begin to 
understand the marvels of this world - the mountain goat giving birth, a 
horse running through a meadow, or the eagle soaring in the sky. They 
praise God like the creatures in the Benedicite by their very being. And fi-
nally, God points to Behemoth and Leviathan - the hippopotamus and the 
crocodile - who are symbols of power and brute strength. They are shown 
in Plate 15 and fill the orb of the world, just as they dominate creation.  
 

God answers Job with this catalogue of wonders to assure him that He is 
the Creator, but He does respond to the cry of humanity. Job may not un-
derstand the stars above nor the earth beneath his feet, but through 
meeting God, his life has gained meaning and value. His fortunes are re-
stored, and he ends his days as one of the holy and humble of heart who 
praise God in the Benedicite. The Three Children of the fiery furnace and 
Job - they assure us that this world is full of wonders and glory that show 
the handiwork of God. When we realise that, we will join them in singing 
hymns of praise and thanksgiving. 
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EMU 
(Evening Mother Union) meets:- 

One Wednesday in each month, 8.00pm at St Chad’s  
for more information contact Chris Rostock (648 1112) 

 

Next Meeting  
8pm February 26th—Ash Wednesday   

As a group we will be attending the service at St Chad’s for more 
information see  page 5 

 
 

       ALL WELCOME  

To Book 
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Please collect your Postage Stamps 

throughout the year for RDA           
(Riding for the Disabled).  
 
There is a box in St Chad’s foyer and an 
envelope at the back of St Bart’s. 

 

Bartholomew’s and St Chad’s now have 
their own Facebook page. 
 
If you are already on Facebook it is easy 
to find and “like” the page. Just search 
for “stchadsstbarts” or “St. Bartholo-

mew's Thurstaston, with St. Chad's, Irby” and you will find 
us.  
 
If you “like” the page you will receive notifications when we 
add events and other informative posts. 
 
From our page you can also share inSt dividual posts and 
events with others you may think would like to hear about 
us and our events. 
 
There have been small business cards around the church 
buildings which have details of our Facebook page too. 
https://www.facebook.com/stchadsstbarts/ 
            Julie Parmenter 

It’s all in the spelling 
 

G  -  God 
 

R  -  ran 
 

A  -  alongside 
 

C  -  carrying 
 

E  -  everything 

To Book 
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Need a Meeting Room? 
 

At St Chad’s we have a large hall and  
several options of different sized rooms. 

 Bookings can be made by phoning the Hall Booking Secretary 
      Mrs Jean Heath: 648 6015 

For more information and prices please go to the website  
https://www.thurstaston.org.uk/hall-and-room-hire/ 
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IRBY  MOTOR  COMPANY 
 
 

CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD 
SERVICE & REPAIR  -  FREE LOAN CAR 

 
SERVICE:  0151 648 0200 

 

SALES:  0151 648 5488 
 

 
 

Accounts Un Limited 

Patricia Brady ACMA 

 

Personal Tax Returns .  

Company Accounts . VAT Returns 

 

Home Visits . Friendly &  

Confidential Service 

648 4379 or 07968 908779 
 
 
 

QUINNS FUNERAL SERVICE 

An independent Family Business 

Pre-paid funeral plans 
Private Chapels of rest 

Our experience enables us to offer compassionate 
expert advice. 

 

Greasby Office, Tel: 0151 677 2299 
 West Kirby Office, Tel: 0151 625 5274 

 Hoylake Office, Tel: 0151 632 2205 

BIRKENHEAD MONUMENTAL LTD 
 

QUALITY MEMORIALS, RENOVATIONS, 
ADDITIONAL INSCRIPTIONS ETC. 

 
CALL FOR FULL COLOUR BROCHURE, 

PERSONAL ATTENTION OFFERED. 
 

Telephone:  0151 608 2578 

If you would like to purchase advertising space in this magazine please 
telephone 

 
St Chad’s Church Office on 0151 648 8169 or  

E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
 

Advertising space is sold in good faith.   
The Parochial Church Council and/or Editor can take no responsibility for the quality of 

goods or services offered. 

HelpLink are a small Wirral charity who     
support   people who are finding life a little  
difficult. We offer transport, shopping and 
friendship services via our network of        
wonderful volunteers. 
If you could spare half a day a week or more to 
help make a real         difference please call us 
on 648 3322 or email 
suedavis@helplink.org.uk 
www.helplink.org.uk 

Mandy’s Helping Hands 

Domestic help, cleaning,  
ironing, shopping,  

driving to appointments, 
 

No job too small 
 

Mandy 07714 836362 

mailto:suedavis@helplink.org.uk


27 

 

Churchwarden 
 
Mrs Liz Whitehead    606 9083 
 
Reader 
Mr Alan Jones     648 1400 
 
 
Retired Clergy 
 
Revd David Trollope           342 2648 
 
Revd Ray Dent                                  792 2022 
 
Revd Margaret Fletcher   648 1025 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mr Graham  Barley                             648 1867 
 
 
PCC Treasurer               
Mr Kevin Marley  

     pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk  
 
 
Verger 
Mr Jon Oliver                           648 1754 
 
Organist                                                     
Mr Craig Vickers    648 7405 
 
Electoral Roll 
c/o Church Office                               648 8169 
 
St Chad’s Hall Booking Secretary  
Mrs Jean Heath                          648 6015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evening Mothers’ Union (EMU) 
Mrs Chris Rostock (Secretary)   6481112                                       
 

Flower Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs Elaine Jones                                648 1400 
 
Flower Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Dawn Rudd                          648 0209 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Bartholomew’s) 
Mrs June Bibby     678 8124 
 
Cleaning Guild (St Chad’s) 
Mrs Leslie Worrall    648 5590 
 
Bellringers Tower Captain 
Dr Peter Robson                                648 6691 
 
 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
 
Junior Church 
Mrs Julie Deboorder                           648 6331 
 
Seniors/Youth (11-16)  
Mrs Janet Trigg                                  648 8821 
 
Rainbows/Brownies/Guides 
www.girlguiding.org.uk or 
Freephone          0800 1 69 59 01
                                  

 
 
 

CHARITY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Christian Aid Representative 
Vacant 
 
Children’s Society Representative 
Mrs Jean Heath                                  648 6015 
 
Leprosy Mission Representative 
Mrs Pat  Hulme                                   538 1953 
 
Adoption Society Representative            
Mrs Chris Rostock                              648 1112 

Contacts 

mailto:pcc-treasurer@thurstaston.org.uk
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Sunday Services 
 

 
 
St Bartholomew’s        St Chad’s  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           2nd February       9.30 am Family Service 
11.15am Holy Communion         GIVING SUNDAY  
          (Candlemas)  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           9th February      9.30 am Holy Communion 
11.15am Morning Worship            3rd Sunday Before Lent  
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)          16th February        9.30am Baptism 
11.15am  Holy Communion           2nd Sunday Before Lent   
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           23rd February     9.30am Family Holy Communion 
11.15 am Holy Communion            Sunday next before Lent              & Junior Church Pancake  
       party                        
 
                                                              26th February     10.15 am Holy Communion  
                                                            ASH Wednesday       8.00 pm Holy Communion  
         (See Page 5) 
 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)           1st March      9.30am Family Service  
11.15 am Holy Communion                      Lent 1                                         
 

 
Weekday Services  

Holy Communion celebrated at St Chad’s each Wed 10.15am 
ALL WELCOME 

 

Baptisms and Weddings 
To arrange a baptism or wedding,  

please telephone the Rector, Revd Jane Turner on 0151 648 1816  
or the Church office on 0151 648 8169. 

PLEASE NOTE: Rector’s day off - Tuesday 

RECTOR: Revd Jane Turner 
  The Rectory, 77 Thingwall Road, Irby, Wirral, CH61 3UB  
 Telephone: 0151 648 1816 (Day off Tuesday) E-mail: rector@thurstaston.org.uk 
 
CHURCH OFFICE:  Mrs K Butler St Chad’s Church, Roslin Road, Irby, CH61 3UH 
  Telephone:  0151 648 8169.   E-mail:  office@thurstaston.org.uk 

      OPEN  TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9.30am - 12.30pm (term time) 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.thurstaston.org.uk 

 

Church Services February  2020 


