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The Vicarage

D ear Readers,

he was crucified. The scars were there on his body for all to see. Thomas
is even told to put his fingers in the wounds in order to believe that this
is Jesus.

The risen Jesus carries the marks of his life with him, but a transfor-
mation has taken place. Here was something unique to those early Chris-
tians, a man very much alive after he had died and been entombed. Here
was a Jesus that could appear and disappear at will, who shared breakfast
with them, who spoke to them of the power of God’s spirit which would
transform them from ones frightened by the Romans and Jewish leader-
ship into a discipleship with the courage to take the message of the Good
News of Jesus to a cynical and unbelieving world.

Now the meaning of Jesus’ words ‘Repent, for the kingdom of God
is near to you’ had tangible meaning and importance. A new beginning
was required if the relationship with God that had transformed Jesus was
to change them also. The truths he had taught them
about the generosity of the Father’s love was evident in |
the risen Christ. Even death was no barrier when God is
involved. Jesus’ experience at baptism, what had carried
him through trial and crucifixion and to new life was
theirs also if they repented and asked it of God.

New beginnings sent those disciples into the world with the power
and gift of the Holy Spirit to transform human relationships with God.
Many may be cynical and unbelieving, but the invitation is still there for
all ‘Repent, for God’s kingdom is close at hand’, as is the promise of the
gift of the Holy Spirit, new life in God.

ay the Spirit of God’s love dwell in you richly this Penecost.
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