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This is our monthly newsletter. The newsletter can be received by anyone who
has an e-mail address. To subscribe to this service please send your e-mail
address to: northstaffscircuit@hotmail.co.uk.
Dear Friends
One year, many moons ago, I decided that I would give up chocolate and biscuits for Lent. I went to
coffee mornings and other functions and felt very ‘good’ when I politely refused the offer of a custard
cream or a piece of chocolate cake. On one of these occasions our church Christian Aid
representative, a very wise and deeply committed man, asked me what difference my actions were
making, apart from perhaps helping me to lose weight! (Sadly, even that wasn’t one of the results –
I must have been eating more crisps instead!!). However, following his comment I asked him to
explain a little about where he was coming from and, rather than ‘give me a lecture’, he gave me a
copy of these words.
If you’re going to give up something for Lent, what about giving up?
Feeling hopeless about the debt of the poorest countries
Tolerating nuclear weapons and arms trading
Wasting water and other resources
Using the car for short journeys
If you’re going to do something positive for Lent, why not?
Befriend asylum seekers and challenge racist remarks
Make a financial commitment to support projects in developing countries
Buy locally produced food and fairly traded products
Spend more time with those who love you and those you love
And ever since I read them for the first time these words have guided my Lenten actions and my
understanding of what the season of Lent is about. To travel through Lent isn’t just about
remembering the wilderness experience of Jesus, the sacrifice of giving up the comfortable and the
comforting, it’s also about journeying with Jesus to the Cross. Lent is the time when we are reminded
about the significance of Jesus’ ministry; his concern for the poor and oppressed; his willingness to
reach out to those considered dirty and untouchable; his love for the unlovable and his compassion
for the sick.
As I move through Lent this year I will be reflecting and meditating upon the words of Micah as a way
to help me to discern what I will be giving up, what positive actions I will take, and how I can walk
with Jesus on the path of love to Jerusalem and beyond - ‘…the Lord has told you what is good, and
this is what he requires of you: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.’
Micah 6: 8 NLT

Lenten blessings to you all
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North Staffordshire Circuit (11/22)
Preaching Plan
March 2022
March
6

13

20

27

1st Sunday in

2nd Sunday in

3rd Sunday in

4th Sunday in Lent

Lent

Lectionary Year (C)
(Principal Service)

Please Pray For:
Baldwins Gate LS 9.30
(10)
6.00
Wolstanton LS 10.30
(99)
6.00
Cross Heath CL 8.00
(22)
11.00
6.00
Higherland
CL 10.00
(45)
6.00
Madeley
CL 10.30
(19)
6.00
Silverdale
CL 11.00
(55)
6.00
Audley
JV 10.30
(40)
3.00
Bradwell
JV 10.00
(45)
6.00
Halmer End JV 10.00
(23)
6.00
St Luke's
JV 10.30
(25)
6.00

Lent

Lent

(Mothering Sunday)

Deuteronomy. 26:1-11

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

Isaiah 55:1-9

Joshua 5:9-12

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Psalm 27

Psalm 63:1-8

Psalm 32

Romans 10:8b-13

Philippians 3:17-4:1

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Luke 4:1-13

Luke 13:31-35

Luke 13:1-9

Luke 15:1-3,11b-32
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Baldwins Gate
Davies T

Bradwell
Singleton HC US

Legge

Barnett

Singleton HC

LA

Singleton

StF NIV
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R Jones

Dyble T
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Legge HC

StF

MM

Legge HC
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LA

H&P

SoF 1234

Mitchell

Legge CC

US @ Baldwins Gate

Benson

StF

MM

Café Church LA

Chadwick

Legge HC

Emmaus

StF

SoF 1&2

X
Ventom B
Singleton HC

US @ Halmer End
X
N Jones

X
Singleton
LA

Ventom Café
X
Barnett

Rowley

Barnett US

Ventom HC

Cartwright

LA

Kirk HC

Orrell

N Jones

Audley
StF

GNB

Cross Heath

MWB

StF
MWB

MSB

MWB

StF

SoF 1&2

MWB

NIV H&P

H&P

SoF 1&2

MWB

GNB

H&P

SoF 123

MWB

GNB

------------------------------------------------------------Foodbank – please click on this link here.
Thank you to everyone across the Circuit who gives regularly to
Foodbank through their church. Foodbank remains open through
these troubled times and demand for food is high. Can I please ask
you to all keep on giving by taking your donations to your nearest
Foodbank.
Clayton St Luke’s host a session
on Tuesday morning. 10.00am – 12 noon
All Saints, Madeley host a session
on a Wednesday Morning.10.30 am - 12.30 pm
The Bethel Centre Silverdale 2.00 pm – 4.00pm
Chesterton Pentecostal church on:
Thursday Morning. 10.00 -12.00 noon
Newcastle Congregational church on:
Thursday afternoon. 2.00 pm – 4.00pm
St Thomas church Kidsgrove on:
Friday afternoon 1.00 pm – 3.00 pm
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or you can take your contribution to our warehouse on the Parkhouse estate on a Monday
afternoon or Wednesday morning ... please give us a ring if you want details of how to get
there, it is on the Aspire work complex.
Your gifts large or small are very much appreciated and are a lifeline to those sadly more
vulnerable than ourselves.

Please give us a ring if you want to drop your gift off at our house!
Carol and Marion Reddish TEL 01782 613265
If you would like to make a monetary donation to Newcastle Staffs Foodbank you can
contact the Trustee/Treasurer Michael Heap for details: 01782 639882 or email him on accounts@newcastlestaffs.foodbank.org.uk.
If you would like to Gift Aid your donation please visit the website or contact Michael Heap
for details.
At the present time Foodbank are short of the following items:Sponge Puddings
Rice Pudding
Custard – Tinned/Packet
Tinned Potatoes
Shampoo
Toothpaste
Shaving Gel & Razors
Washing Up Liquid
Deodorants – Gents & Ladies
Washing Powder/Tablets

--------------------------------------------------------------
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Come and enjoy an entertaining evening of folk and acoustic
songs and ballads. Free tea, coffee, and cakes will be served in
the interval and a song lyrics program is also included in your
£5 ticket price. There will be a raffle with many good prizes to
be won. The performance will start at 6pm in the Higherland
Church top hall with free parking and easy access at the rear of
the church via Priory Road entrance. All proceeds are for
church funds and book your tickets early as numbers may be
restricted - Call Steph on 01782-634181.
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Baldwins Gate Methodist Church

Coffee Fellowship
(including a talk on a visit to Iona)
Tuesday, 5th April at 10.30 am
All are very welcome

WE ARE BACK!
So come and join the celebration. It’s a very special day!
The Queens 70th year on the throne that is.
We are planning a Circuit afternoon tea to be held at
Wolstanton followed by a service of thanks and celebration on
Saturday 4th June.
Bring friends and family – all are welcome and as a Circuit,
friends and family together, let’s celebrate. Details to follow.
SAVE THE DATE AND SPREAD THE WORD.
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