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High Days & Holy Days for November

Eloid a patron saint for the euro?
Francis Xavied the seasick missionary
Birinusd an apostle to the English
Osmundd the multitalented saint
St Nicholasd patron saint of children
St Nicholasd another look at this muctoved saint
How Father Christmas got where he is today
Daniel the Stylite
Lazarus of Bethanyback from the tomb
Eglantyne Jelilbf ounder of 0G0 Save
Winter Solstice
Christmas Eve
Christmas
St Stephen
On the Feast of St Stephen
Look out for Wenceslas
In praise of Good King Wenceslas

Holy Innocents
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https://www.parishpump.co.uk/content/high-days-holy-days-sept17

THE BEACON

If you are interested in having the magazine delivered to your home on :
regular basis please contact:

Karen Evans: 01902 678056

The Beacon is published ten times a year and the cost for the year is £!
A larger typeface version of The Beacon can be provided on request.

Articles for the December magazine need to be sent to:

admin@allsaintssedgley.co.uk

by
Friday 21st November

and needs to be in Arial typeface, size 18.
Do not send files in pdf format

WEBSITEvww.gornalandsedgley.org.uk
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St Peterds District Chur c

St Peterodos also publishes a magazi ne
you would like to receive that magazine (which is not available electronically), in
the first instance please contact a

this magazine.

You will have seen in the Press that all our churches are closed for services for
the foreseeable future.This means there will be noVestry Hour at All Saints' to

deal with wedding and baptism enquiries.We are having to

re-arrange those weddings and baptisms disrupted by the current situation so,

regretfully, cannot consider any enquiries for baptisms until further

notice, nor can we consider any requests for weddings for 2020.

If you wish to enquire about a wedding for 2021 or 2022, please contact
Chris Wechiiawmsl Il iams550@btintet



To the clergy of the Church of England
1 November 2020

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Greetings to you on this All Saints Day and as we are reminded again the
we are indeed part of a universal company of saints.

We are writing to you to set out some of our thinking in the light of the
most recent announcement by the Prime Minister.We are very aware tha
details are still not clear and there is much discussion still to be had abot
what the impact of the new lockdown will mean.We are also writing to
assure you of our prayers for you and our thanks for all you do.We are
clear that we do now need to call all Christian people to pray and to do s
continually over this next month. In this letter as well as reflection we alsc
set out an invitation to you to join in this call to prayer and to keep both

praying and serving our communities.

This is a difficult and challenging time for all of us.We are sure that some
of you reading this letter will wish we had made other decisions during th
period of the first lockdown, or even challenged the government harder o
the decisions it has made.You may be right. However, it is our view that tt
best way we can serve our nation now is by pouring our energy into doin
the things that we can do, which is to pray and to serve.We also dare to
hope that we will be kind to each other and that God will give us the
courage and humility we need to be faithful witnesses to the gospel of

peace.

A second lockdown will be upon us on Thursday. It is going to be different
from the first one.The days are getting shorter and colder.\We are anxious
for ourselves, for those we love, especially those who are vulnerable and
elderly, and for our families.We know that this pandemic is having a
devastating effect on our econom
Thousands of people are dying.The National Health Service is being
stretched to the limit.We also know and must continue to bear witness to
the fact that the poorest communities in our nation are suffering the most

We are in for a long haul. It is going to be a hard winter.



But this second lockdown will also be different in other ways.There is mu
that we have learned from the first lockdown and there is much to celebr:
and be proud of. Of course we are full of gratitude and respect for the
amazing courage and commitment of all key workers, especially those
working in the NHS. Their contribution is rightly and widely recognised.
We also applaud the many creative ways that churches up and down the
land have been serving their local communities and working with others t
make sure that the hungry are fed and the vulnerable cared for.We have
managed to maintain and, in many cases, extend our outreach by stream

worship online and by other ways of building community online.

We are grateful for peopl eds ener
happen and we hope and pray this will continue.We are grateful that the
new guidelines being introduced on Thursday not only allow churches to
remain open for private prayer but also enable online worship to be
broadcast from the church building.We were cautious about these issue:
during the first lockdowrd perhaps overly s@ but in this second

lockdown we want to encourage church buildings to remain open for
private prayer wherever possible, making sure that their buildings are
Covid secure in the ways that we have learned in recent months, and to
broadcast services from their church buildings. However, if you do not
have the resources or wherewithal to do this, please do not feel that you
have failed in any way. The good thing about provision of worship online, |
that people can join in from anywhere and therefore we can support eact
other more easily in this endeavour. Our national digital team will continue

to offer training and support and provide national services each week.

However, worship online still means that the people of God do not have

access to the sacraments which are so central to our life in Christ. This is
huge loss and since we were not consulted about the lockdown provision
we fully intend to speak with government about why certain exemptions

are made and not others, emphasising the critical role that churches play
every community. The sacramental life of the church cannot be seen as
optional extra. Nor can we separate out our worship from our service, it is

always both and not either or.



Nevertheless, we will of course abide by the law and ask you to do the
same. We must do all that we can to keep our communities safe and to
enable the NHS to manage this crisis. The Recovery Group chaired byt

Bishop of London will be issuing specific guidance in the next day or two.

Bearing in mind our primary vocation as the Church of Jesus Christ to pr:
and to serve we call upon the Church of England to make this month of
lockdown a month of prayer. More than anything else, whatever the natio
thinks, we know that we are in the faithful hands of the risen Christ who
knows our weaknesses, tiredness and struggles and whose steadfast lov

endures for ever,

Above all we recall people to some of the fundamental spiritual discipline
that shape our Christian life. How we do this is up to each congregation
and clergy person.We will publish resources to support you before the
first day of lockdown. During the first lockdown we cheered for the NHS
every Thursday. During this second lockdown we invite you to fast in a
way appropriate to you as well as pray for our nation every Thursday, for

its leaders, its health and essential services and all those who suffer.

We thank you for your service and ministry and pray that God will sustair
you and encourage you. After consulting the House of Bishops we will be
writing a more general letter to the whole nation we serve, a letter

expressing the hope we have and calling for courage, calm and compass

In one of the climactic passages of the New Testament, Paul says to thos

who follow Christ that their ol o
evi | and hold fast to what i s go
exhorting them to orejoice in hoj

prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers. 0 {15)dene & thimia @asy. E4p2cialdy not at the

moment. But it is our calling.

Yours in Christ,

The Most Revd & Rt Hon Justin Welby
The Most Revd & Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell

The Rt Revd & Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally Bishop of London
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O Rememberingd, from Gu

The autumn is well and truly here, and the leaves are falling fast from th
trees. We are already being encouraged to buy Christmas gifts early to
ensure Social Distancing. Christmas is going to be very different in 202

But November will be here first and it can be a very precious mahth
month of reflecting and remembering before we move to Advent when
we again remember the coming of Christ into the world as a child, and
remind ourselves that he will return to bring a time of no more crying
or pain.

On the I*' of November we will celebrate All Saints day. From its
earliest days the Church has recognised as its foundation stones those
heroes of the faith whose I|ives
assumed a communion with the Church on earth and the Church in
heaveno.

Usually on the 2' November we celebrate All Souls day, the
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed.We will mark this day
alongside All Saints on thé November in church. It has been written

OThe believerods pilgrimage of f a
allthe people of God. In Christ all the faithful, both living and departed,
are bound together i n a communi C

us a huge emotional warmth and comfort.

On the 53" November some will remember Guy Fawkes and the Gun
Powder Plot; this year there will be no fireworks at Himley because of
the coronavirus, BUT there will be fireworks high in the sky over Dudley
and All Saints church with other churches will be illuminated by the
Councill! | hope our community will see the church and be reminded
that God and His church are here!

On the 11" November we remember Armistice Day and all who have
given their lives in conflict; marked in church particularly on
Remembrance Sunday, the 8th. God willing this helps us remember no



only the total sacrifice others have given for us but also that it is
iIncumbent on us to strive for peace at all levels of life. As | write
although we cannot have a procession through the streets the
foundations of a new War Memorial in Sedgley are being laid and we
hope the memorial will be in place for Remembrance Day.

Remembering matters for us as individuals, as family, as church and as
society because it helps us understand how the past impacts our prese
and the future; it helps us understand who we are.

As individuals as we remember those people who have gone before us
allows us to mark the impact they have had on our lives; hopefully with
thanksgiving. It allows us to notice things which help make us who we

are and this allows us to give thanks, or indeed to lay down something

which is not helpful, at the foot of the cross.

| pray that your remembering this November will be a deep blessing;
above all | pray that you will remember in the midst of all the challenges
with Covid 19 that you are deeply loved by God.

OGive thanks to the God of heave
d Psalm 136:26

Major clergy wellbeing study results shared

What helps clergy to flourishdome insights from an ongoing Church of
England research programme have now been sent to curates across th
country.

The study has found six main principles that contribute to the wellbeing
of ordained ministers.They include the ability to handle expectations,
recognise times of personal vulnerability, establish healthy boundaries,
and the importance of affirmation.

How Clergy Thrivell be a practical resource for dioceses as they discuss

the Covenant for Clergy Care and Wellbeing, launched earlier this year.
The booklet is published by Church House Publishing
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Vicars Ponderings November 2020

Last week | spent some time preparing a presentation for our next CYD
(Calling Young Disciples) Hub group meeting in November, where we wi
meet together with other CYD teams in the diocese;to learn together,
to share together and to make plans for our future work with young
people and families in our parish.

The presentation is to show the activities we have planned and been
involved with in the last 12 months and where we are at the moment
with activities with young people.

The last 8 months have been a challenge for us all, as individuals, as
church communities, as a parish and not least with our work with
children and families, with us having to stop all face to face activities.

It felt really difficult to stop the activities at the time, we had some
exciting things planned, building on the amazing work we had done as :
team and parish in the past year; the Good Friday Workshop, Teddy Bea
Picnic, Spring Workshop, Pancake Party and the Youth Games Cafe.Th
activities were Iin addition to t
Arc, and Singing Angels, and also the new Worship Together family serv
at All Saints.

The | ockdown came i n March with
able to continue was Singing Angels, which moved to running on Zoom
until the summer holidays.

Preparing the presentation reminded me of all these amazing and
exciting events, as a team and parish, we were able to do and the
connections and relationships that were being built up, and the sadness
at the potential of losing those relationships with the lockdown and
social distancing restrictions, and having, and in many respects, to start
again when we are able.

11



As a team, there will be a lot of planning to be done when we are able t
start over again, whenever that will be! But in the mean time we will be
thinking of how we can try and keep the connections with families goinc
over the next few months; one thing we have been looking at is providin
seasonal craft bags.The first ones have been prepared, thanks to some
hard work by the team, especially Laura, and being delivered by the tea
These bags included crafts for Halloween, with a focus of Jesus being t
light of the world, and Remembrance.

We are hoping to be able to create Christmas bags, over the next few
weeks, which will include lots of crafts around the theme of Christmas
and Jesus, Emmanuel, God is with us.

The next few weeks and months will continue to be a challenge for all @
us and especially for the CYD team as we try and make plans for the
future work with children and families. Can | encourage you to pray for
the CYD in this work, the children and families we have connections
with, and the reinvigoration of our work with children and families in the
coming months.

Blessings
Catherine
Picture

The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw a picture of a Bible
story with a Christmas theme. St
showed four people on an airplan&he asked her which story it was
meant to represent. O0The FIlight
Pointing at each figure, the tea
and Baby Jesus. But whoos the fo

60h,® explained Kadtéeehpppioly, ot
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The Story is still the same!

OChristmas may | ook different, b
message for Christmas in 2020. Coronavirus will make our celebrations
this year look very different from usual. However, the message of the
baby born in Bethlehem is still relevant!

In one nativity play, the highlight was to illuminate Jesus, with a light in t
manger, when all the other lights were turned off. At the appropriate
time, all the lights went out, including the manger one.The silence was
broken when one of the shepherds

Jesus.d Of course, nobody can tu
The angels announced, 6Do not be
cause great joy for all the people.Today in the town of David a Saviour
has been born to you; He is the

birth of this baby brings great joy and good news for everyone! As the
king of the universe, He has come as our Saviour. In an uncertain world
He offers joy and hope, because He holds this pandemic in His hands.
This is a real cause for joy!

0Gl ory to God in the highest hee
whom His favour rests.o (Luke 2:
the anxieties over our current circumstances. How can a Jewish infant
born to a peasant family in first century Palestine bring peace to our live
today? Jesus established peace with God through His death on the cro:
Trusting the Prince of Peace for
huge uncertainties we face. As t
has come, | et earth receive her

Friction at Christmas

This Christmas, when your family gets together, remember: a certain
friction between the generations is inevitabAdter all, the young and

the old have all the answers and those in between are stuck with all the
guestions

13



lvy and Ken

Change is constant but one thing that has been constant over the last €
years has been I vy and Kenn&ahy 0s
has been a staunch member of the choir since he was a young boy, anc
declining few may remember the Cathedral visits when the choir was in
sufficient voice to take part in Choral Evensongeasured memories.

lvy was a Sidesman at Evensong where she would meet and welcome
faithful few with a smile and greeting.

Both vy and Ken were founder members of the Social Club and workec
tirelessly to support social activities. f eel sure many
annual plea for the membership pound!

lvy with June Wright and Val Trinder were founder members of the
Ladies Society.

They have now started a new life in Gwynned and we wish them well.
photo collage of memories was presented on their leaviagopy of
which can be seen in the Narthex.

Sue and John

Next Christmas

The grandson had just taken a pl
come to stay for Christmas and her 88irthday.6 Gr anni e, |
| dm around next year t("bi phbtaygré
tactfully.

0 Why hiografdinother shrugged.You | ook heal trF
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Mot her sd Uni on

Due to the coronavirus news at the time we, as a branch, decided not tc
meet in October.We are planning a programme for 2021 as we need to
look to the future and a time when we can meet together. The beginning

of the year will be O0home growno
booked speaked in the eventuality of having to cancel. Our first meeting
onTuesday1?J anuary, 2.15pm, in Al l S ¢

Communion service led by Revd Guy Hewlett. Holding the service in
church will allow those unable to attend to join by Zoom, if they are on
the internet.

Our subscriptions, which remain at £25, will also be due on that date.
Wherever possible a cheque would be preferable made out to
0The Mot hersod6 Union, Diocese of
St Andrewds, Sedgl eyo.

Coll ection for the Womends Refug
Chil drenodos co+4oaobooksg books, dot
Adult quiz books and colouring books

Felt pens & crayons

If you are able to help with this appeal, | am happy to collect the items,
and | will get them to the Refuge.

Thank you to those who have already given me items for the collection.
Please note | will be delivering these items to the Refuge at the
beginning of December .

16 Days of Activism and Global Day

You will have read in the press that research has shown that cases of
Domestic Violence have increased during the lockdown.
December$mar ks t he Mothersd Union f

No More 1in3 0 i n response to the st:
wide will experience Domestic or Sexual Abuse in their lifetime.
This wil/l be part of the 016 Day

25" November to 10" December and speaks out against Gender
Violence.
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Mot hersd Union Midday Prayers du
from around the world leading prayers.There will be a purple candle lit
on the altar in the Cathedral throughout the 16 days.The present
restrictions make it difficult to mark this time as a branch, however we
could pray the prayer below during the 16 days.

We pray for the work of our members worldwide to combat domestic
abuse; for their highlighting of the issue, their petitioning of government:
and their work with victims and survivors.

As a global family we embrace our mission to share your love through
speaking out for the vulnerable.

Help us play our part in creating a just and equal society.
Loving Lord, we draw near in faith.

We pray for the dawn of a better world where all may live in safety.
Amen

Take care, and God Bless

Liz Williams

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Thank you to Guy for hosting the Coffee Morning on Zoom and thank
you to those who joined and all who donated to this worthy cause.We
raised £235.

Liz
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The Church of England - child sexual abuse

The Independent Inquiry into Child Sex Abuse (IICSA)'s report says the
Church's failure to respond consistently to victims and survivors of
abuse often added to their trauma.

It added that alleged perpetrators were often given more support than
victims.

The Church admitted progress to improve safeguarding had been "too
slow".

The report, which is the latest in a series of publications from the IICSA
said 390 clergy members and other church leaders were convicted of
abuse between the 1940s and 2018.

The Church defended alleged perpetrators instead of protecting childre
and young people from sexual predators, the report added.

The Church of England failed to protect children from sexual abuse, anc
created a culture where abusers "could hide", a report has concluded.
The Independent Inquiry into Child Sex Abuse (IICSA)'s report says the
Church's failure to respond consistently to victims and survivors of
abuse often added to their trauma.

It added that alleged perpetrators were often given more support than
victims.

The Church admitted progress to improve safeguarding had been "too
slow".

The report, which is the latest in a series of publications from the [ICSA
said 390 clergy members and other church leaders were convicted of
abuse between the 1940s and 2018.

The Church defended alleged perpetrators instead of protecting childre
and young people from sexual predators, the report added.
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Reflected Faith Series: Grace for all

Last month we thought about one key element of gathered worghip

the Welcome. It is for everyone, regardless of how they look, or dress,
their faith or their behaviour. This month, being the month of Advent and
Christmas, | etds focus on Grace.

God, in Jesus, did not walit for us to become perfect or reach up to Him
but rather He came to us, in the daily mess of our lives; as and where w
are.

I recently heard someone say: 0C
confirms that this is true. He c
goodness, and grace, and forgiveness, and faithfulness, and all those
wonderful attributes that come from the pure essence of love.

| t s wh at Jiwbe nwore like Wi evéryday. Then our
welcome to others will also be full of grace, His grace, and not guided b
our own likes or prejudices. Instead, we can reach out to others
spontaneously, from a heart of love.

This Advent and Christmas it will probably be harder to welcome people
into our times of worship.Virtual is not the same as actual, and actual w
include facemasks. But that does not mean that we should give up on
reaching out to those who visit our church.This year, more than ever,
they may need us. Many will be lonely this Christmas, far from their
families.

So, although our normal church services may be disrupted, we have to
remember that services are not the church; WE are the churthwhat

has been an extraordinary year, perhaps we can each of us find an
informal way of sharing our Christmas joy with anyone whom God send
our way.
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Cathedrals battered by the pandemic

Cathedrals have struggled this year, as CAddirastically cut visitor
numbers, and thus income has plummeted. Numbers of lay staff in
cathedrals across the country have been facing possible redundancy, a:
the financial impact of the pandemic continues to hit.

Westminster Abbey alone is losing 20 per cent of its staff as it faces a
obr egatkh ngé | oss of up to Al2mil

Now 20 other cathedrals have been handed a lifeline by the
Governmentds A1.57billion Cul tur
Canterbury, Chichester, Coventry, Derby, Ely, Exeter, Gloucester,
Hereford, Leicester, Lincoln, Liverpool, Portsmouth, Salisbury, Southwell
Minster, St Albans, Sheffield, Truro, Wells, Winchester and Worcester.

So many denominations!

Church leaders often talk about new churches and church planting, but
probablytalk less about new denominatiolist new denominations are
also being startedn the UK the number has grown from the 97 listed,
when they were first counted in 1977, to 250 by the year 2000, falling to
230 by this year.

The number of denominations has grown worldwide algben first
counted globally in 1970, the total number was 16,1l0@eached

33,100 by 1995, and the number is now reckoned to be 44,800.

In 2020, Africa had almost half (46%) of all the global denominafiuas.
is primarily because the charismatic Pentecostals are extremely strong
Africa, and, as in the UK, they are formed of many small
denominationsAcross the rest of the globe interontinental
comparisons are fairly even in terms of number of denominations,
although Oceania has fewer.
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BEETHOVEN: O6from t he hea

This year, 2020, is a special year for Beethoven: it marks the 250th
anniversary of his birth on f6December 1770.

And so it was very fitting that back in August, at the first Live Prom this
year in the Royal Albert Hall, the BBC Symphony Orchestra played his
3rd symphony, thdcroica

Beethoven composed it in 1804. A few years earlier he had noticed the
first symptoms of his deafness. He wrote in a letter to his brothers that
was found after his death, | must | iTheaealnaskbeoughtnn
its wake depression and thoughts of suicide, but Beethoven wrote that
0t he only thing that held me bac

He went on to compose works which expressed the tragedy this cross
of deafness brought, but also conveyed the power of the human spirit
which proved indomitable in the face of that struggléM u Beiweote,® i s
the electric soil Il n which the ¢

Beethoven was to compose six more symphonies afterBh@caand a
wealth of other music up to his death in 1827. He spent most of his life
inVienna, but through his music his creative genius travelled far and wic
Scholars divide his work into three stages. Up to 1800 he composed
very much in the classical tradition. That year marked a second stage
with works like the 5th Symphony, which opens with the famous
eightnote motif of fate knocking at the door, and his opéfaleliol hen

in 1817 came a final stage when his compositions explored new
territories of the human spirit altogether.

Although his deafness brought loneliness and isolation, he found in mu
the means to express those experiences: his struggle with Destiny, his
love of Nature and that search for an inner peace and serenity.Weighed
down by physical limitations, he found a freedom to express himself anc
his longing for transcendence and light.
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|t 1 s there 1 n the Firdeliesaheyeemsrge CFr
from the dungeon into the sunlight. And it is quintessentially present in
his last great works: the late String Quartets, the 9th Symphony with its
exultant hymn to Joy, and the Missa Solemnis where there is a beauty &
a serenity in the Benedictus and Agnus Dei.

On the score of this work, Beethoven wrote above the Kyltecomes

from the heard may it go to the heaht. this month which marks the

250th anniversary of his birth, we give thanks for his music which
continues to speak to hearts in every age. It is music that tells us of the
pain and struggle of life, but also the discovery of a courage and freedo
that can help us to step out in his company and welcome the light and
the joy, the peace and the beauty.

The Arab Spring of 2010

The sacalled Arab Spring started 10 years ago, in December 2010, whe
Tunisian street vendor Mohammed Bouazizi set himself on fire in protes
at police seizing his vegetable stand over failure to obtain a permit.
What was originally Tunisiaodos Ja
demonstrations, protests, riots, coups, foreign interventions and civil
wars throughout North Africa and the Middle East.The leaders and
governments of several countries were overthrown and ousted, and
Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi was killed a year later.

The effects in Tunisia were mainly favourable, but elsewhere they were
mixed, and in some cases disastrous-gedle civil wars erupted in
countries such as Libya, Syria and Yemen. In Egypt authoritarian rule
seems to have returned after the ousting of President Mubarak, and Lib
remains in a state of violent and largely anarchic civil war, contributing
significantly to the worldwide refugee crisis.

In Syria, although ISIS has largely been defeated, the oppressive regim
longtime dictator Bashar al Assad persists.

The antiChristian sentiments of almost all Arab Spring groups means
that violence against Christians has increased considerably. Islamic Sta
which emerged as a result, is known particularly for its ethnic cleansing
of Christians and other faith groups in Syria and Iraq.
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