
 
 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
(Candlemas)  

Purification of the Virgin Mary 
 

The season of joyful celebration that begins at 
Christmas and continued through the successive 
Sundays of Epiphany, now comes to an end today with 
the Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas).  
The child who has been manifested to the magi at his 
birth is now recognized by Simeon and Anna, when he 
comes to be presented in the Temple according to the 
Law of Israel. He is both ‘a light to lighten the Gentiles’ 
and ‘the glory of God’s people Israel’. But the redemption 
he will bring must be won through suffering; the 
Incarnation is directed to the Passion; and Simeon’s final 
words move our attention away from the celebration of 
Christmas and towards the mysteries of Easter (which 
begins with Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 17th). 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The UK has tragically passed 100,000 COVID-19 
deaths. Our hearts and prayers go out to all those 
affected and grieving.  The Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York have issued an open letter to the nation and are 
calling on the nation to come together to pray 
from tomorrow at 6pm and throughout February. 
 

We remember before God those who have died and 
we pray that God's love will surround all who mourn 
them, now and always 

Gracious God, 
as we remember before you the thousands who have died, 

surround us and all who mourn with your strong 
compassion. 

Be gentle with us in our grief, protect us from despair, 
and give us grace to persevere  
and face the future with hope 

in Jesus Christ our risen Lord. Amen. 
 
The Dean of Southwark, the Very Revd Andrew Nunn has 
provided the prayer below: 
  

Praying as a milestone is passed 
‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?’ ‘These are they who have come out of the 
great ordeal.’                                      (Revelation 7.13, 14) 
  

God of love, who hold us in life as in death, 
as we commend each one of those who have died 
to your eternal and tender care 
comfort all who grieve, hold us in our sorrow 
and give us that sense of hope 
which brings us all to resurrection life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/ 
The Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin  

 

10.00am Parish Mass  
 

President, Mother Roxanne Preacher, Despina Francois 
 

Malachi 3.1-5 * Psalm 24.1-10 * Hebrews 2.14-18 * Luke 2.22-40 
 

Access online worship via 
www.youtube.com/c/StMarksSouthNorwood 

____________________________________________ 
This week's diary 

Today,  
31st January 

Candlemas 6pm National Prayer 

Thursday,  
4th  February 

Gilbert of 
Sempringham, 

1189 

10.00am Mass at 
Holy Innocents 
8.00pm Deanery 
Synod (Zoom) 

Sunday,  
7th  February 

Second Sunday 
before Lent  

8am BCP Mass 
10am Parish Mass  

 

CHURCH NOTICES 
 

Pastoral Care: Mother Roxanne is available on 
Tel. 020 8916 1830 or Mobile 07723 038215 or  
mtrroxanne@gmail.com Mother Roxanne is not available 
on Mondays; or Mother Susan (07890 780572) on Fridays. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

For your prayers: Archbishops Justin and Stephen; 
Bishops Christopher, Jonathan, Richard and Karowei in 
this Diocese; and the bishops in our link Dioceses of 
Zimbabwe.  
For Welcare within our Diocese, for parents and 
carers, and for the difficulties of bringing up children 
and dealing with family problems in modern times 
For the Bishops, priests and people of Igreja Episcopal 
Anglicana do Brazil (Anglican Episcopal Church of Brazil) 
For the sick - Alec, Una, Claude, Helen, Linda, Mick, 
Jennifer and Reuben, Marie-Gabrielle, Vera, Barry and 
Valerie, Sheila, Andrew Scorgie, Joanna Simpson, Rose, 
Allison, Caroline and Don Hawkes; The bereaved – 
the Davies, Aberdeen, Simon, Benn, Ferguson and Webley 
families; RIP – Olu Aberdeen, Sybil Simon, Alanzo 
Ferguson and Nevil Webley. Years Mind. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Our Preacher today, Despina Francois is a Lay Reader at 
Holy Trinity Church Sydenham and Forest Hill, here in our 
Diocese, in the Woolwich Episcopal Area.  
Despina is a Christian of the Greek Orthodox tradition 
where the Service of The Thanksgiving of Woman 
after Child-Birth commonly called The Churching of 
Woman (BCP) still takes place. So, she is best-placed to 
talk to us about the Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin. 

	




