From the Diocesan Coronavirus Task Group
The COVID-19 vaccine was rolled out last week – this was
good news indeed. It is wonderful to see that Croydon
University Hospital, right here in our Diocese, was one of
the first hospitals to administer the vaccine. We are also
hearing news of church halls across the Diocese being used
as vaccination centres. This is a great example of what
partnership working looks like as we start to return to a
greater degree of normality than we ever thought possible.
Some Q&As provided by the Church of England
Will the Vaccines work?
The Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna vaccines are 9095% effective in terms of preventing an individual from
getting symptoms of the disease and the Oxford
vaccine while averaging 70% efficacy in trials is likely to
by 90+% effective on production. We don’t as yet have
robust evidence on whether the vaccines stop
transmission of the virus between individuals.
Are the vaccines safe?
While it normally takes years or even decades for an
effective vaccine to be produced, the resources applied
to finding a vaccine against COVID-19 have been such
that this work has been completed within a very rapid
time-frame. Nonetheless, the same safety protocols
have been followed for these vaccines as for all others.
Haven’t some doctors and scientists said that the
vaccines are unsafe or that they will be used for
social engineering purposes?
There are more than 20 million doctors and relevant
research scientists in the world at present. An
extremely small fraction of them have contributed to
various conspiracy theories or pseudo-scientific claims.
Within any large group of people there will always be
‘outliers’. The overwhelming consensus of medical and
scientific consensus is that these vaccines are safe,
necessary and ethical.
Will the vaccines offer immediate immunity?
The first generation of vaccines are dual dose with
three weeks between injections. Immunity is likely to
be attained by most people about four weeks after
their first injection, as long as they complete
the course. We also need to remember that the
vaccine will not result in immunity for everyone who
receives it so continued caution is recommended.
How do the vaccines work?
Different technologies lie behind various vaccines, but
they all work to stimulate individuals’ immune systems
to recognise and counteract the coronavirus that
causes COVID-19. None of the vaccines involves
altering human DNA in any way.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
President, Mother Roxanne Preacher, Cicelyn

8.00am and 10.00am Parish Mass
via:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoyzfpScnrT4W9D8X11
RmDQ

or

Welcome to our Parish Mass at Church and
livestreamed at 8am (BCP) and 10am (Common
Worship). Prayers continue for all of you who are
unable to return to the church building. We
continue to put our trust in God who is faithful in
season and out of season.

CHURCH NOTICES
Pastoral Care: Mother Roxanne is still available
on Tel. 020 8916 1830 or Mobile 07723 038215 or
mtrroxanne@gmail.com Mother Roxanne is not available
on Mondays; or Mother Susan (07890 780572) on Fridays.
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For your prayers
For Archbishops Justin and Stephen. For the bishops in
our link Dioceses of Zimbabwe; and Fr. Dupwa and the
people of St. Philip, Mkoba Gweru, our link parish in
the Diocese of Central Zimbabwe. For our bishops in
this Diocese, Christopher and Jonathan, Richard and
Karowei. For LINGFIELD & DORMANSLAND
UNITED BENEFICE: St Peter & St Paul, Lingfield
Kay Savvides (SPA); National Centre for Young People
with Epilepsy. For The Rt Revd Reuben Kisembo, Bishop of
Ruwenzori (Uganda); The Rt Revd Vadapalli Prasada Rao,
Bishop of Dornakal (South India); and for the priests and
people of their Dioceses. For those in any kind of need
– Enid, Alec, Una, Ted, Mick, Linda, Helen, Jennifer and
Reuben, Claude, Marie-Gabrielle, Vera, Barry and
Valerie, Sheila, Rose, Andrew Scorgie, Rhoma, Joanna
Simpson, Allison, Caroline. The bereaved – the Burke
families, Lynne and family; The recently departed Hubert Burke, Lynn’s Mom. Years Mind.
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A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for
the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may
find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from
your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

