DIARY REMINDER
Living in Love and Faith (LLF) session continues on
Saturday 13th November, 11.00am, Holy Saviour Church
– led by Mother Susan and James (the Reader from Holy
Saviour) - All are Welcome but do let Mother Susan
know if you plan to attend.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Bishop Richard writes...
In many ways we are living in very anxious and uncertain
times at every level of our lives. On a global level, we are
still firmly in the grip of the Covid pandemic with its huge
impact on all our lives. Many of our vital systems from
healthcare to economics are looking very fragile. The
pandemic has had major implications for our church life and
raised many questions about how this will continue to
flourish into the future.
In addition, the even greater challenges of climate change
and the environment are very much in our minds and
especially with the major international COP26 conference in
Glasgow in the first half of November. Whether or not that
will produce the level of political and economic agreement
which will seriously impact on the tremendous challenges of
climate change remains to be seen.
If we add into these global issues all the stresses and strains
of our own individual lives, whether those are to do with our
relationships, our livelihoods, or our spiritual, mental and
physical well-being, then we have a major challenge in
getting the right mind-set and approach to living our lives as
Christians at this stage of the 21st century.
It seems to me very important that we are clear about our
theological understanding of the events of our lives, and
indeed all the goes on not only on planet Earth,
but across the universe. This means, of course, seeing
everything in the light of the God, who is our Creator,
Redeemer and Sanctifier, our beginning and our end, in
whom we live and move and have our being. The month of
November gives us plenty of opportunity to reflect on this,
both personally and in our regular worship. At the beginning
of the month we celebrate All Saints’ Day and All Souls’
Day, which remind us of the importance of seeing our life on
Earth in the light of our mortality and the whole company of
Earth and Heaven. At the end of November, we remember
Christ the King and Advent Sunday, which emphasise the
saving work of God in Christ through all time. In particular,
the belief that God was in Christ, reconciling all things and
that this saving love of God will triumph in the end.
In our worship and prayer we seek to let this faith in God’s
saving work shape the way we think and live. In a time of so
much fear and anxiety this is more important than ever. It is
very easy to respond to the challenges of our times with
either despair or crippling fear. We certainly do not want a
facile optimism which trivialises the scale of the problems
we face, but we do need a profound theological and spiritual
hope for the future. This involves careful balance between
diligence (doing all that is within our powers to shape our
own lives and our world for good), and detachment, in the
sense of the great spiritual writers, that is a deep sense that
God is at work in all things, no matter how difficult our
situation may seem.
As we live and pray for our world in these challenging times,
I hope and pray that we will all have time to reflect on the
deep themes that All Saints, All Souls, Christ the King and
Advent Sunday remind us of this month, and that we will
find an approach to life in which we are not overwhelmed by
fear and despair, but have a genuine realistic hope, which is
grounded in the saving love of God in Christ.
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CHURCH NOTICES
We welcome back Fr Peter as our President and Preacher
while Mtr. Roxanne is on leave and Mtr. Susan gets a break.
Both Churches continue to meet for worship at Saint Mark
for the 10am Mass on Sundays; and at Holy Innocents for
the weekday Mass on Thursdays at 10am.
Pastoral Care: Mother Roxanne is available on Tel.
020 8916 1830 or 07723 038215 or
mtrroxanne@gmail.com She is not available on
Mondays or Mother Susan (07890 780572) on Fridays.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We pray: for Archbishops Justin and Stephen; Bishops
Christopher, Jonathan, Richard and Karowei in this
Diocese; and the Bishops in our link Dioceses in
Zimbabwe.
For LIMPSFIELD & TATSFIELD TEAM
MINISTRY Helen Cook (TR); Vince Short (TV);
Sarah Paxton (Reader) St Peter, Limpsfield Paul Budgen
(SPA) Limpsfield CE Infant School St Andrew, Limpsfield
Chart Paul Perkin (TV HforD); Ruth Rainbird (PTO);
Susan Compton (Reader) (PTO)
For the Bishops, priests & people of The Anglican Church
in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia
For the sick: Richard, Helen, Jennifer & Reuben,
Marie-Gabrielle, Amanda, Rose, Caroline, Sigi, Michael,
Anecka, Monica, Shirley, Lynn, Joanne, Ronald, Tommy,
Ena, Adeline, Akos, Peggy, Rudolph, Stephanie, Pamela,
Barry, Marlise, Dennis, Linda, Greta, David, Oslene,
Shelly. For the bereaved: The Domingo and Arnold
families, Beverley Herbert and the Grant family.
For the recently departed: Fay Arnold, Jenny Grant.
Years Mind.

