Proud to be, is the
national theme for
Black History
Month (BHM)
2021. As we
celebrate BHM this
October, let us use
the wonderful
opportunities provided to be part of the national
celebrations and events, to honour the too-often unheralded
accomplishments of Black Britons in every area of
endeavour, throughout our history.
A Collect for Black History Month
Compassionate God, who sent Jesus Christ
to deliver us from all manner of injustices and
inequalities,
create in us new hearts and enlarged visions,
to see the image of God in every person
irrespective of background, race and ethnicity.
May we be generous in our love of others
as we work towards ending misunderstanding, racism
and injustice; creating communities of human
flourishing, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
This month, we are reminded of the Church of
England’s commitment to the task of anti-racism and
the prevalence of the idolatry of racism that
intentionally and unintentionally privileges certain
peoples and groups over others.
The Church has immense formative power within the
wider community and such power begins in our
worship of God.
Racism is at root, an issue of power, the limiting of the
capacity of certain people and groups to act whilst
privileging and promoting the capacity of others, solely
on the grounds of racial characterisation. Our worship
and the life of the Church are not free from these
dynamics.
Genesis 1.27 states ‘So God created humankind in his
image, in the image of God he created them...’ When we
apply this simple yet powerful verse to our everyday
lives, it means that each one of us is made in God’s
image. We are all loved by God, who wants us all to
grow and flourish. As Jesus is clear, ‘I came that they
may have life, and have it abundantly.’
God does not distinguish between us based on the
colour of our skin or the country in which we are
born, yet today we live in a society that is fractured by
the differential treatment of Black, Asian and Minority
Ethnic groups. Racism denies the reconciling work of
Jesus Christ that was achieved for all people. Racism
denies our common humanity in creation and our
belief that all are made in God’s image.
As the fourth Mark of Mission reminds us, we are
called 'To transform unjust structures of society, to
challenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace and
reconciliation'. Far from being a mere act of individual
piety or internalized spirituality, liturgy invites the
faithful to experience what a real community is in
church and to live it out in the world.
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Amos 5.6-7,10-15 * Psalm 90.13-17 * Hebrews 4.12-16* Mark 10.17-31

Access online worship via
www.youtube.com/c/StMarksSouthNorwood
____________________________________________

This week's diary

Thursday
14th October
Sunday
17th October

Feria
20th Sunday after
Trinity

Holy Innocents:
10.00am Said Mass
8am BCP Mass
10am Parish Mass

CHURCH NOTICES
Pastoral Care: Mother Roxanne is available on Tel.
020 8916 1830 or 07723 038215 or
mtrroxanne@gmail.com She is not available on
Mondays or Mother Susan (07890 780572) on Fridays.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We pray: for Archbishops Justin and Stephen; Bishops
Christopher, Jonathan, Richard and Karowei in this
Diocese; and the Bishops in our link Dioceses in
Zimbabwe.
For St Christopher, Walworth (Pembroke
College Mission) Ellen Eames (PiC); Joseph Moore
(AsstC); Charles Turner (Reader)
Pray for the staff and volunteers of Pembroke House.
World Mental Health Day
For the Bishops, priests & people of the Church of the
Province of West Africa.
For the sick: Richard, Helen, Jennifer & Reuben,
Marie-Gabrielle, Amanda, Rose, Caroline, Sigi, Michael,
Anecka, Monica, Shirley, Lynn, Joanne, Ronald, Tommy,
Ena, Adeline, Akos, Peggy, Rudolph, Stephanie, Pamela,
Barry, Marlise, Dennis, Linda, Greta, David, Oslene.
For the bereaved: Beverley, Nathan and the Brown
family; Pauline Domingo and the Blackwood family.
For the recently departed: Olive Brown, Miriam
Blackwood. Years mind.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Dates for your Diaries
Saturday, 23rd October – We set off on the Deanery’s
COP (walking) Pilgrimage to Southwark Cathedral from St.
John the Evangelist, Sylvan Road, Upper Norwood at 11am.
The 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties
(COP26) takes place at the Scottish Event Campus (SEC) in
Glasgow from 31 October – 12 November 2021.

