Introduction to the Season of Lent
Last Wednesday, we marked the beginning of Lent with the
Liturgy of Ash Wednesday and the Imposition of Ashes for
school (1.15pm) and church (8pm), noting its themes of
self-examination, penitence, self-denial, almsgiving & study.
Lent is attached to Easter, as the principal occasion for
baptism and for the reconciliation of those who had been
excluded from the Church’s fellowship for apostasy or
serious faults.
In the West, it is usual to count the 40 days of Lent from
Ash Wednesday continuously to the end of Holy Week (not
including Sundays). Churches are kept bare of flowers and
decoration. Gloria in excelsis is not used.
There are many devotional exercises which may be used in
Lent and Holy Week – Our Lent Study groups this
year will be on Zoom, using the Christian Aid
material on Thursdays at 8pm (10, 17, 24 and 31
March; concluding on 7 April).
Zoom details to be distributed on the day.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Bishop Jonathan’s farewell service
On 24th February at Croydon Minster, clergy,
dignitaries, members of a variety of organisations,
parishioners and well-wishers from across the
Croydon Episcopal Area and beyond attended a
moving Farewell Evensong for the Bishop of Croydon,
the Rt. Revd. Jonathan Clark.
In his sermon, Bishop Jonathan said: “The Church can
live in hope because and insofar that it is durable, rooted
and hospitable. If we have these things, we have no fear.
These are qualities of healthy communities, whether or not
God is the source.” He continued: “Community needs’
continually and consciously, to be built to counter the
erosion that contemporary society is inflicting on it.”
“To those of you here today representing organisations... I
want to remind you that power is given to you in order to
give away...It’s given to be shared, to create conditions and
encourage the situation where people can make their own
choices. Communities are built and rebuilt and sustained
from the ground up, by the people who decide to use the
power that they have.”
In conclusion, he said: “Whatever I have been able to
give, I have received. Whatever you have received from me,
I have received from you.”
Bishop Christopher led the thanks from colleagues and
civil society leaders. He said: “Bishop Jonathan has
modelled servant leadership and has been your faithful
pastor and I gave thanks to God for that.” In a moving
ceremony, and as his last act as Bishop of Croydon,
Bishop Jonathan handed over his crosier and his
Episcopal Bishop’s ring to Bishop Christopher saying
that they were for the new Bishop.
A plaque was unveiled, which showed the names of
previous Bishops of Croydon and of course, Bishop
Jonathan’s was the most recent. During the reception
that followed, Bishop Jonathan was able to personally say
his farewells and thanks to the many who had gathered.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
For young people in Year 7 and upwards, Public Spirit
Listening Dinner: 5.30pm, Saturday 19th March, Saint
Stephen's Church Hall, Warwick Road, CR7 7NH.
Please see Ann Squirrell if you wish to attend.
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The First Sunday of Lent
10.00am Parish Mass

President, Mother Susan * Preacher, Mrs Cicelyn Hinds
Exodus 34.29-35 * Psalm 99 * 2Cor.3.12-4.2 * Luke 9.28-36

Access online worship via

www.youtube.com/c/StMarksSouthNorwood
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CHURCH NOTICES

Until further notice, both Parishes will continue to
meet for worship here at Saint Mark at 8am and
10am on Sundays; and at Holy Innocents for the
weekday Mass on Thursdays at 10am.
Pastoral Care: Mother Roxanne is available (except
on Mondays) on Tel. 020 8916 1830 or 07723 038215
or mtrroxanne@gmail.com Mother Susan (07890
780572 fs.kiley@btinternet.com not available on Fridays.
To hire the Church Halls, please call:
Jan on 020 8653 0447 for St Mark; and
Annette on 020 8771 5779 for Holy Innocents.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We pray: for Archbishops Justin and Stephen; Bishops
Christopher, Jonathan, Richard and Karowei in this
Diocese; and the Bishops in our link Dioceses in
Zimbabwe.
For All Saints, Sydenham Philip Smith (PiC)
For Bishops, priests & people of the Anglican Church
of Korea
For the sick: Claude & Richard, Helen, Jennifer &
Reuben, Marie-Gabrielle, Amanda, Rose, Caroline, Sigi,
Anecka, Lynn, Ronald, Tommy, Ena, Adeline, Peggy,
Rudolph, Stephanie, Pamela, Barry, Dennis, Linda,
David, Oslene, Anthony, Adrian, Barbara, Jacqueline,
Pauline, Anne, Mark, Jean.
For the bereaved: the Shaw and Afare families.
For the recently departed: Ben Shaw, Stephen Afare.
Years Mind
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Prayer for the people of Ukraine
The Lord shall give strength to his people; the Lord shall
give his people the blessing of peace. (Psalm 29.10)
God of strength and peace,
Send your blessing on all the people of Ukraine.
Sustain them in their struggles,
hold them in their fear, protect them from all
danger and be for them, the hope they desire;
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.
We will be taking a retiring collection for Ukraine
after the Mass today.

