The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
(Candlemas) commonly called
The Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin
The season of joyful
celebration that
begins at Christmas
and continued
through the
successive Sundays
of Epiphany, now
comes to an end
today with the Feast of the Presentation or Candlemas
(the true date being February 2nd ).
The child who has been manifested to the magi at his
birth is now recognized by Simeon and Anna, when he
comes to be presented in the Temple according to the
Law of Israel. He is both ‘a light to lighten the Gentiles’
and ‘the glory of God’s people Israel’. But the redemption
he will bring must be won through suffering - the
Incarnation is directed to the Passion and Simeon’s final
words move our attention away from the celebration of
Christmas and towards the mysteries of Easter (which
begin with Lent on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd ).
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Today, we are reminded by Archdeacon Moira
Astin (Chair, Croydon Zimbabwe link Committee), in her
report below, to pray for Bishop Ignatios and the
people of our link diocese of Central Zimbabwe.
The situation in Zimbabwe has long been a desperate
one and this continues even as people in our own
country and other parts of the world are also finding
their lives turned upside down by the COVID
Pandemic.
As we seek to find new ways to be church here in this
Diocese and this country, it is important that we do
not lose sight of those who are our brothers and
sisters in Christ in Zimbabwe and other parts of the
world and, continue to support them whenever we
can.
The Croydon Episcopal Area sends the money raised
in the Bishop’s Lent Call and other donations to help
the Diocese of Central Zimbabwe as support for the
Diocese’s budget. This means that the Diocese of
Central Zimbabwe can choose its priorities and use
the money in the way which is most needed in the
Diocese. So, today we pray for:
• the ongoing resilience of the church and its ordinary
people both in Croydon and the diocese of Central
Zimbabwe.
• those affected by COVID19 and the recent
Omicron virus.
• the joint Committee between our two countries as
it seeks to give mutual support and prayer.
Join us for a quiz night at Christ Church Purley on
Saturday 19th February at 7pm. Also gives an
opportunity to find out more about the Link.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
NEXT DATE FOR FUNDRAISING EVENT:
Post Valentine Lunch after Church on Sunday, 20th
February. Cost per person £10. Do come and support this
event and bring your family and friends. Thank you!
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The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
8.00am and 10.00am
President and Preacher, Mother Roxanne
Malachi 3.1-5 * Psalm 24.7-10 * Hebrews 2.14-18 * Luke 222-40

Access online worship via

www.youtube.com/c/StMarksSouthNorwood
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CHURCH NOTICES

Until further notice, both Parishes will continue
to meet for worship at Saint Mark for the 8am
& 10am Sunday Masses; and at Holy Innocents
for the weekday Mass on Thursdays at 10am.
Pastoral Care: Mother Roxanne is available (except
on Mondays) on Tel. 020 8916 1830 or 07723 038215
or mtrroxanne@gmail.com Mother Susan (07890
780572 fs.kiley@btinternet.com not available on Fridays.
To hire the Church Halls, please call:
Jan on 020 8653 0447 for St Mark; and
Annette on 020 8771 5779 for Holy Innocents.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
We pray: for Archbishops Justin and Stephen; Bishops
Christopher, Jonathan, Richard and Karowei in this
Diocese; and the Bishops in our link Dioceses in
Zimbabwe.
For all those Clergy and Readers with
Permission To Officiate (PTO) in the Diocese;
and for the support they have given and
continue to give to both clergy and lay people.
Pray for the Bishops, priests & people of the Church of the
Province of the Indian Ocean.
For the sick: Claude & Richard, Helen, Jennifer &
Reuben, Marie-Gabrielle, Amanda, Rose, Caroline, Sigi,
Anecka, Lynn, Ronald, Tommy, Ena, Adeline, Akos,
Peggy, Rudolph, Stephanie, Pamela, Barry, Dennis,
Linda, Greta, David, Oslene, Anthony, Adrian, Barbara,
Jacqueline, Jackie.
For the bereaved: the Naldrett family.
For the recently departed: Hilda Naldrett.
For those whose anniversaries of death occur at
this time (Years Mind).
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

‘NAME A STAR’ AT CHRISTMASTIDE

Thank you to those who have purchased STARS thus
far. Today is your last day. Our coffers need you!
No video this year I’m afraid but please feel free to
take your own photos /make videos of your Stars on
the tree. Thank you for your generosity.

