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ü  {ǘ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
 

ü  November 11th has a special 
place in the lives of many 
people.   

 

ü  Remembrance, a reflection 
 

ü  Two Brothers lost in World 
War I 

 

ü  The Gettysburg Address 
 

ü  King and Queen 
 

ü  Remembrance Lilies 
 

ü  Call for second lockdown to be 
a 'month of prayer' 

 

ü  {ǘ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ bŜǿǎ 
 

ü  Tea and Chat ς after Sunday 
service 

   
ü  More Tea Χ ς Tuesday 

mornings  
 

ü  Our thoughts and prayers ς 
Those from this weeks notices 

 

ü  Puzzle Page 
  
We are looking for more ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

contribute, please either call, email or send an article to the Parish Office. 
 

If you would like help or to speak to a member of the ministry team please contact: 

¶ Parish Office  Tel   01784 253525 
Email   office@sthilda.org   

¶ Father Joseph can be contacted on 01784 254237    www.sthilda.org 

mailto:office@sthilda.org
http://www.sthilda.org/
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{ǘ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
It is with great regret ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘ IƛƭŘŀΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƎŀƛƴ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
continue to be live streamed during this time. 

 

We will be open for private prayer only on Wednesday mornings during lockdown between 
9.30am ς midday.  

 

The art installation was erected ahead of time to enable those of you who were able to join 
the Monday All Souls ƻǊ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΩǎ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ L ŀƳ 
informed that the display is made up of over 1,500 knitted or crocheted poppies that were 
made by various members of the church community.  A HUGE THANK YOU to you all as well 
as to Alison Garner who produced the final design.  A team of ladies were then extremely 
busy for 5-6 hours last Friday attaching each of the poppies. 

On Sunday, under the guidance of Alison, the finished article was erected by a team of six 
people, including Will Gething and his friend Chris. 

 A big thank you to all of you as well. 

 

Thank You  

 

 

Both of these will remain in situ throughout December as well as November, on the next 
page are a few pictures of these, as well as the now traditional poppy garden. 
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November 11th has a special place in the lives of many people.   

For some it is the general remembrance of those who lost their lives fighting in either of the 
2 world wars and conflicts since.  For some it is a moment to recall family members who 
died. 

For my husband it is a time to remember his grandfather Pte GJ Young QORWK who died on 
8th May 1918 and his uncle F Hills (AG/RAF) who died 20th February 1944.  Grandad Young is 
buried at Duhallows ADS Cemetery Ypres and we have visited a number of times, the last 
being on the 100th Anniversary of his death, where we planted a poppy cross.    And in 
visiting the French and Belgium cemetery sites at different times of the year we see poppies 
left to mark particular graves and memorials.   So the poppy, Field Poppy or Corn Poppy, of 
the Royal British Legion is used throughout the year. 

The Poppy became the symbol of the Royal British Legion in 1921.   From the RBL website: 

In the Spring of 1915 shortly after losing a friend in Ypres, a Canadian doctor, Lieutenant 
Colonel John McCrae was moved by the sight of these poppies and that inspiration led him 
to write the now famous poem 'In Flanders Fields 

The poem then inspired an American academic named Moina Michael to adopt the poppy in 
memory of those who had fallen in the war. She campaigned to get it adopted as an official 
symbol of Remembrance across the United States and worked with others who were trying 
to do the same in Canada, Australia, and the UK. 

Also involved with those efforts was a French woman, Anna Guérin who was in the UK in 
1921 where she planned to sell the poppies in London. 

There she met Earl Haig, founder of the Royal British Legion, who was persuaded to adopt 
the poppy as an emblem for the Legion in the UK. The Legion, which had been formed in 
1921, ordered nine million poppies and sold them on 11 November that year. 

Interestingly, fields covered in poppies with their appearance conveying visions of the 
bloodied land following the death of so many in battle, was recorded back in Napoleonic 
times.  There are extant, but anonymous documents from the time of these battles in 
Belgium and France which refer to the poppies and to their bloodlike appearance.   Just as 
was done approximately a hundred years later.  It is highly likely that the major disturbance 
of the soil enabled the tiny seeds to be distributed across wider areas and the friable land 
made it easier to germinate.  

As any good gardener will know there are many varieties of poppy.  According to Kew 
Gardens there are 70 species of poppy in the genus Papaver.  The two most famous 
varieties are the Opium Poppy and the Corn or Field Poppy. 

The Corn Poppy has over the centuries been used as a pain killer for mild aches and pains, 
as a mild sedative/ relaxant, as an expectorant for coughs and catarrh, as a digestive, a 
lipstick and even to help reduce the appearance of wrinkles. 

The Opium Poppy has much higher levels of potent narcotics.  Do see the Kew Website for 
more information. 
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The earliest reference to the use of the poppy for medicinal purposes goes back to the 
Sumerians in Mesopotamia at about 3400 BC.   And there are many accounts of the poppy 
being traded along the Silk Road in Asia.   

Not only has it been recognised as a medicine since earliest times it has also been 
associated with endless sleep and death.   The best evidence for this comes from the 
Greeks and Romans. But the same is found in other cultures.   This is obviously from the 
sedative effect of the poppy sap.  

The Greeks and Romans offered up poppies to the dead.  The Egyptians included them in 
their tomb iconography as a symbol or resurrection.  

The Chinese and the Japanese recommend giving poppies to couples to denote a deep and 
passionate love between two people. They link the white poppy to death as do other 
cultures. 

Our Victorian ancestors gave meanings to all sorts of flowers, creating a secret language.  
This can be seen most vividly in the paintings of the Pre- Raphaelites. For the Victorians the 
poppy represented principally eternal sleep: also consolation and imagination.   And if you 
think about effect of the poppy sap all three are relevant. 

So whilst we respect the simple Corn/Field Poppy emblem used so effectively through the 
offices of the RBL let us bear in mind the poppy has for thousands of centuries been linked 
to endless sleep: death. 

Rosalyn Young 
 
 

Remembrance, a reflection 
My Grandmother had eight children, five daughters and three sons. A large family not well 
off DǊŀƴŘŀŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭƛŜǊΦ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлΩǎ ŀƴŘ олΩǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ 
ŜŀǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƛƴ мфоф DǊŜŀǘ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ aȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǘǿƻ 
brothers joined the army, George was with The Tyneside Scottish Black Watch, Frederick 
with The Durham Light Infantry. George was killed in May 1940 during the retreat to 
Dunkirk. He was 32. Frederick was killed in May 1944 in what was then Burma fighting the 
Japanese. He was 31. 

Thankfully, my father was in a reserved occupation. He was employed at Hawker Aircraft, 
where they were producing Hurricane fighters. 

²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǳƴŎƭŜǎ ǿƘƻ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴŜǿΦ bƻǿ ŀǘ times 
of remembrance I think of them often.  In recent years I have dedicated a cross to them 
which is placed outside Westminster Abbey with thousands of other tributes. This is all 
organised by the British Legion. Usually Derek and I go to the Abbey to see all the crosses it 
ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǊǾŜƭƭƻǳǎ ǎƛƎƘǘΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴƻǘŀǇƘ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŜŀǘƘǎΦ LΩm afraid that 
will not happen this year.  

Valerie Scott 
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Two Brothers lost in World War I 
A story from a very different age, that may bring a tear to the eye. 

 
2nd Lieutenant Herbert William DOBBIE 
Was born on 22 July 1897 at Thandiani, India.  He was killed on 14 November 1916 (aged 
19), near Serre by Beaumont Hamil.  His body was never found so his name is 
commemorated on the great Thiepval Memorial, Pier 11, Face D. 
 
His servant, Pte James Jones wrote as follows: 

Dear Sir & Madam,  

At  the request of Mr Dobbie I write these few lines.  

On the morning of the 14.11.16 the Regt attacked the German trenches.  Mr 

Dobbie led his Platoon as brave & bold as any man could but on nearing the 

German trench he was killed I am sorry to say.  

His Platoon & men of C Coy send their Deepest Sympathy to you and your Family 

in your Bereavement, also from myself.  This servant who mourns the loss of a 

Gallant Officer & Gentleman.  

I should welcome a few lines from you.  The last words Mr Dobbie told me 

before leaving for the attack was: òIf anything happens write to Mother & 

Father.ó  I was his servant as soon as he joined the Regt. 

I am yours faithfully  

(Signed) Jas Jones    
 

Captain John Shedden DOBBIE όIŜǊōŜǊǘΩǎ ŜƭŘŜǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊύ 
Was born 7 July 1894 at Landour, Punjab, India.  Was killed on 5 October 1917 (aged 23) 
near Polygon Wood.  His body was never found so his name is recorded on Memorial Panel 
135 at the great Tyne Cot Cemetery, Belgium, but the family like to think that his remains 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƭŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘΣ Ψ!ƴ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǊŘƻƴ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩΦ  
 
On October 19, 1917 the Keeper of the Privy Purse, Buckingham Palace, wrote to their 
father, Colonel Herbert Dobbie: 

Dear Sir,  

The King and Queen deeply regret to hear of the loss you and the Army have 

sustained by the death of your son Captain J. S. Dobbie, in the service of his 

Country.  

The King and Queen realise that this is the second beloved son you have given in 

your Countryõs cause, and I am commanded to convey to you the expression of 

Their Majestiesõ true sympathy with you in your further sorrow. 

Yours very faithfully  

(Signed) Keeper of the Privy Purse.  
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On November 16, 1917 Herbert replied to the letter: 

Dear Sir,  

I have the honour to acknowledge with humble gratitude the graceful message 

of sympathy from Their Majesties the King and Queen on the sad bereavement 

that has befallen me in the death of two of my sons, killed in action.  

Their Majesties gracious regard for the grief of those who are mourning the 

loss of the pride and flower of their homes, affords great comfort to the 

hearts of stricken parents, and endears them to their people.  

I trust that They may be pleased to accept the sacrifice of these lives laid 

down as tokens of devoted loyalty to Th eir Royal Persons; and the deep 

gratitude of a humble subject for Their gracious expression of sympathy.  

I have the honour to be,  

Sir  

Your obedient Servant  

(signed) Herbert H. Dobbie  

Colonel 
Robert Dobbie 

 
 

The Gettysburg Address 
 

As we remember those who died or were wounded in war, it is good to reread the 
Gettysburg Address by President Lincoln.  It really encapsulates what our Remembrance 
should be about. 
 

ñFour score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, 
conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. 
 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so 
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that 
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who 
here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we 
should do this. 
 

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- 
this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far 
above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what 
we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be 
dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly 
advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- 
that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall 
not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- 
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and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the 
earth.ò 
 

Abraham Lincoln    November 19, 1863 
 
 
 

King and Queen 
 

A photograph of the King & Queen 
taking a tea break while watching Army 
exercises in 1922. The Officer on the 
right is my grandfather, Lt Col William 
Dobbie RE 

    Robert Dobbie 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Remembrance Lilies 
Unfortunately, with the announcement by government on Saturday evening, we have again 
had to delay the display of Remembrance Lilies. 

The current plan is to have the display over the Christmas festive period. 
There have been over 120 lilies dedicated in memory of loved ones, the names of all are 
displayed in the church.  
It is not too late if you would still like to dedicate a lily to a loved one, please contact the 
parish office. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


