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Fresh expressions
are growing

churches, cell networks,
expressions for retired
people, teenagers, children
and asylum seekers. Many are planted by a local
parish church while others are led by specialist
pioneer ministers and may be ecumenical.

New research shows that over 3,100 people
regularly attend fresh expressions of church
across the Diocese.
Fresh expressions are forms of church that listen
to people and enter their culture, serve those
outside the reach of the existing church, make
discipleship a priority and intentionally form
Christian community. They are new ecclesial
communities rather than a bridge back into
current church congregations.
Research by the Church Army, led by Canon
George Lings, shows that one in seven
congregations in the Diocese are fresh
expressions. These include rural and urban, cafe

David Cundill, the Diocese’s Deputy
Director of Mission, said: “A clear
story is evident of many new ecclesial
communities starting since 2010,
helping church emerge among
peoples’ networks in neighbourhoods
that are otherwise beyond the
church’s natural reach. The research
highlights that these new churches need praise
for what has been achieved and nurturing.”
Typically, just three to 12 people start a fresh
expression which grows to an average size of
over 40. Nearly half of people coming have not
attended church before. Eighty-four per cent of
fresh expressions serve all ages and are in both
rich and poor areas, across all church traditions.
The findings show the Diocese’s fresh
expressions are all actively making disciples and
most are engaged with evangelism. A high
proportion of leaders (42%) are lay with
no formal training.

Wolverhampton Pioneer Minsistries runs one of
over 80 fresh expressions identified in the report

A full report will be published
in June to help the Diocese develop
fresh expressions and understand how to
best equip parishes and leaders. There will be
three fresh expressions vision days in June to
which all are welcome. See back page for details
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Life in the wider world
Churches across the Diocese are invited
to get involved in a unique partnership
which is bringing life to local communities
through partnerships with organisations
on the ground in Africa.
Link for Life Project was set up as a registered
charity in 2010 to bring schools, churches
and local people together to serve vulnerable
communities in southern Africa. Every year
since, at least one Link for Life team has been
sent to partner with Hands at Work and Mercy
Air in South Africa, taking high school students
from Great Wyrley and Cheslyn Hay, led by local
church members.
The Diocese encouraged Link for Life to pilot
a similar partnership model between church,
school and community, among churches in
Penkridge Deanery and the local high school,
Wolgarston. Their first visit to South Africa took
place in February 2017.
The Project was started by Rose Westwood, the
Diocese’s Lay Minister for World Mission, and
her husband, the Revd Richard
Westwood. Rose said: “The latest
visit was a great success, and the
students involved were changed
and challenged by their experiences. They are now going
to ‘speak up’ for the people they met and will raise money
to support one particular community, Siyathuthuka, so
that more orphaned and vulnerable children will have
access to basic health care, food and education.”
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Wolgarston teacher Mike Leonard explained:
“Our students Sam, Sophie, Alex, Libby, Daisy
and Maisy went to South Africa as part Link for
Life, visiting three communities supported by
the charity Hands at Work. It provides a daily
meal for some of the most vulnerable, often
orphaned, children and assistance enrolling
for and attending school and health care. Our
students spent time playing with the children,
helping to prepare their meals, talking to their
volunteer care givers and assisting the charity’s
work in communities. They left with a greater
understanding of the wider world and different
cultures that will stay with
them for the rest of their lives.
“We now have a link for
life, so we will hopefully be
returning every year and our
big challenge is to provide
ongoing support for 25
children in Siyathuthuka, to
ensure they have the food, education and
healthcare to give them a chance to make a
good start in life.”
Liz Hobbis, Community Links Minister for St
Michael’s Church in Penkridge, added: “There
were already good links in place between
the churches and Wolgarston High and this
strengthened those ties. Fundraising has
become ‘real’ as everyone can see the pictures
of the children in the communities we visited
- we know their names and those of the care

workers. We now have to keep reminding
ourselves, ‘Don’t leave it in Africa!’ We need to
keep speaking up for those who have no voice.”
The Link for Life Project trustees have made the
project available to the whole Diocese. Friends
of Link for Life has also been launched to help
grow the work of the charity in other deaneries.
Support comes from the Diocese’s Education,
Mission, World Mission and Transforming
Communities departments. David Primrose,
from Transforming Communities, said he sees
the project’s powerful impact back in local
schools and churches: “Students and churchmembers think afresh about what really matters,
when they encounter joy and faithfulness
amongst those for whom daily life is a struggle.”
To find out more go to
www.link4lifeproject.blogspot.com
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Giving life
Christians across the
Diocese are being urged to
become organ donors as
part of their giving.

“Vocation? What’s that got to do with me (you
may be thinking)? I’m not called to be a Reader
or a priest. Well, those are vocations – but
they’re only part of the story. God is
calling everyone to play their unique
part in God’s kingdom. Everyone
has a vocation, and for most of us it
isn’t to be a priest or a Reader.
“The Vocations & Training Team wanted to
put on a special event, something that would
reflect our belief that everyone is called. We
wanted it to celebrate the wonderful gifts God
gives to people, to encourage people to think
about vocation and to celebrate all the ways
in which we are living
the lives God has called
us to, individually and
together. We wanted to
try something new, and
we wanted it to be fun.
So we asked ourselves:
What do we enjoy? What
reflects Jesus’s invitation
to abundant life?
“And we decided to hold
the Encourage Festival.
A combination of music,

discussion, friends, food, drink, poetry, film,
and other things we love in a mini music and
arts festival for all ages. A day of performances,
speakers, activities to celebrate the things
people are passionate about. A chance for some
people to share their vocations: to play music,
write poetry, create good food; for some people
to reflect on their vocations and for us
all to be reminded of the profound
joy of being called to the fullness of
life that God calls us all to enjoy in
God’s kingdom right here and now.
“There is loads of information at www.
encouragefestival.co.uk and more details will
be added as the day approaches. The line-up
already includes Revd Kate Bottley, Liz Berry,
Long For The Coast, Pop UK, Born Again Beatles
and our very own Revd Zoe Heming. If it seems
like something you’d enjoy, do book a ticket
and come along. If it’s not for you, who might
you encourage to come?
“Also, if you have been thinking that your
vocation might be as a priest or a Reader,
or to some formal ministry, do get in touch.
We are currently working with around 100
people who are exploring vocation either on
the Pathways to Ministry course or by meeting
with a Vocations Advisor. Lots of these have
come forward in the last few weeks and we are
really thankful for the way in which they have
responded to God’s call.“

“Come and celebrate God’s call to us on 23 July”

More at: encouragefestival.co.uk and about vocations at lichfield.anglican.org/vocations_and_training
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David Primose, Diocesan Director of
Transforming Communities, said: “What if the
church saw blood and organ donation as part of
its giving? It is as part of Christian stewardship,
and reflecting our commitment to practicing
generosity, that we approach this sensitive and
complex topic.”
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Diocesan Director of Vocations Dr Lindsey
Hall tells us about the brand new Encourage
Festival at Shallowford House on 23 July:

Pioneering work to
promote ‘death-confident
congregations’ has
stimulated conversation on
the matter through initiatives like Grave Talk,
where people discuss death and dying in a safe
space in their local church.

When Jill
Saward died in
January aged
51 her husband
Gavin Drake
was comforted
by the fact
that life would
come from
her death.
“There was
no question
in my mind
about organ
donation.
When the doctor told me that there was no
hope that my beautiful wife Jilly would recover
from a massive stroke, it was one of the first
things that crossed my mind.
“I am devastated that Jilly is no longer here;
but the letter from the transplant team telling
me that two men in their 40s – my age – had
received life-changing kidney transplants,

bought a moment of joy. I don’t know who they
are; but I pray for their continued recovery.”
Black and ethnic
minority (BAME)
communities
particularly need
donors. Dr Satya
Sharma, a retired
Hindu GP who
recently spoke at St
Philip Church, West
Bromwich, said: “The
need for donation is about three times higher
in BAME communities but registered donors
are less than one per cent. BAME communities
have to wait 12 months longer for donation due
to lack of organs. The chances of acceptance of
organs are slightly higher if these are from same
ethnic background.”
Dr Sharon Hiley, from St Marys and All Saints
in Bradley, added: “As a GP I see the need for
donation as I come across patients with various
forms of organ failure. For a Christian the
decision to donate is a positive way of helping
those in need and a way of following Jesus’
example of sacrifice, giving our bodies so that
others may continue to live.”

David Primrose said: “Registering as a donor can
be done at the click of a button but it’s key that
people considering this discuss it with other
family members.”
Register at www.organdonation.nhs.uk or visit
www.fleshandblood.org for more info.
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Encourage Festival

First steps together
People from churches across the Diocese
are being invited to the Come Follow Christ:
First Steps celebration at Lichfield Cathedral
on Saturday 20 May. It will see the launch of
the new Direction of Travel for the Diocese
as Bishop Michael invites people to ‘Come
follow Christ in the footsteps of St Chad’.
The 20 May event is free – pre-booking is not
required – and families are welcome. Drinks
will be provided and people are encouraged to
bring their own lunch.
The event will lay out the Diocese’s vision for
the next five years, building on the existing
five mission themes with a recommitment to
discipleship, evangelism and vocation.

Bishop Michael said: “This will be a great
celebration of our life together as a Diocese
and a significant milestone as we look to the
future with a renewed focus on discipleship,
evangelism and vocation.
“It is about building a culture where relationship
is central, where we rejoice in each other, show
hospitality, have an enthusiasm for learning
and where everything is soaked in prayer and
worship.”
The celebration will be a springboard to a wider
period of consultation to map out how ‘Come
follow Christ in the footsteps of St Chad’ will
permeate every level of diocesan life.

Knees must
“We are invited to make a lasting difference
in our nations and in our world, by
responding to his call to find a deep unity of
purpose in prayer” - Archbishop Justin Welby
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer
movement, which invites Christians around
the world to pray between Ascension and
Pentecost for more people to come to know
Jesus Christ. What started out as an invitation
from the Archbishops’ of Canterbury and York
in 2016 to the Church of England has grown
into an international and ecumenical call to pray
together in a focussed way from Ascension Day
to Pentecost (25 May-4 June).

Hodnet Deanery is setting up a prayer trail with
three prayer stations in most villages and ten
in Market Drayton. People can collect a Pilgrim
Card, pray for each community and find the
secret symbols. The symbols
build up to reveal a secret
message. Each station will
have knitted or cloth doves
which can be collected.

Many churches in the Diocese are already
planning events of their own, and we are
encouraged to all take part in some way.
“I’m thrilled at the take-up among people
and churches across the diocese” says
Bishop Mark. “There is great enthusiasm
to respond to the call from Archbishop
Justin and leaders of other denominations to
join together to pray for our
communities.”

Everyone will gather at 11am to worship together before being encouraged to spend time at five
different stations in and around the cathedral:
• A live performance of the story of St Chad by Simon Airey
• A ‘Vocation Location’ to hear short, real-life stories of people’s calling
• An interactive prayer area by the Community of St Chad
• A Discipleship Marketplace resource area where people can find out more about work
		
in schools, chaplaincies, churches, Fresh Expressions and other areas
• An experience of multi-cultural worship by the Sanctus St Mark’s congregation which
		
works with asylum seekers and refugees in Stoke-on-Trent.
Following this, people will come back together for the commissioning of four new mission
activities focused locally on parishes, Fresh Expressions, schools and chaplaincies – one in each
episcopal area and one diocesan-wide. There will then be a giant picnic in the grounds around
the cathedral.
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In many places,
groups of
churches are
working together
to find engaging
ways to pray
together. An
ecumencial team
in Shropshire
have pulled
together a daily
programme
featuring the
‘high places’ of the county with
a variety of times of day and
night and varying from hikes to
strolls to sedantry picnics!

Events in Staffordshire begin at
dawn on Ascension Day when Bishop
Michael will join the congregation of
St Modwen’s in Burton-on-Trent and
run right through to conclude with an
afternoon of varied prayer and worship
opportunities including praise and
worship, prayer stations (including your
own picnic prayer stop) and ending
with sung compline by candlelight
with commissioning and annointing at
Lichfield Cathedral.
Visit lichfield.anglican.org for more local events
and thykingdomcome.global for more inspiration

7

Follow us on Twitter @Lichfield_CofE
Regular updates on our website www.lichfield.anglican.org
Join our Facebook Group “The Church of England’s Diocese of Lichfield”
The Church of England around Staffordshire, northern Shropshire and the Black Country

Repair bids needed
Parishes wanting to bid for
Heritage Lottery Funding (HLF)
are urged to move quickly
following news that a dedicated
grant programme for major
repairs to listed places of
worship will close.

Tributes from across the Diocese - and
the globe – have been made to the former
Bishop of Lichfield, the Right Revd Keith
Sutton, following his death.
Bishop Keith was installed as the 97th diocesan
Bishop of Lichfield in 1984 and served in the
role until his retirement in 2003. He died on 24
March aged 82.

Since 2013 over £1.2m has been
awarded from Grants for Places
of Worship (GPOW) programme
within the Diocese which will
cease later this year.

The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu,
became friends with Bishop Keith when he was
chaplain and tutor at Bishop Tucker College in
Uganda between 1968 and 1973. Bishop Keith
secured a visa for Dr Sentamu to flee, under the
reign of President Idi Amin, to study theology in
the UK.

Churches will still be able to apply
for lottery money using other HLF
grant programmes but GPOW
is the only scheme using public
money dedicated to major repairs
to listed places of worship.
The Diocese of Lichfield has 574
churches - some in remote rural
locations, others in urban areas
of high deprivation - and 65 per
cent of its churches are listed.

Shrewsbury Abbey (above)
and St Bartholemew,
Tong (below) are among
churches in the Diocese
that have benefited from
HLF grants through ‘Grants
for Places of Worship’

of HLF’s Grants for Places of Worship
(GPOW) programme in supporting
historic places of worship. The scheme
has played a key part in ensuring that
those who look after these buildings have
been able do what is necessary to keep
them open to all.
“In our Diocese several churches have
benefitted from GPOW support or are
in the process of making an application
to the fund including Hanley All Saints,
Shrewsbury Holy Cross (the Abbey) and
Upton magna S Lucia. Lichfield DAC is
not in favour of the closure of GPOW and
would urge any parish thinking of making
an application to register their interest
with the HLF as soon as possible.”

Church Buildings Support Officer Pat Evemy
said: “It is hard to overstate the importance
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Loved and lost

Churches thinking of bidding for Heritage
Lottery funding this year should email
kristina.williamson@lichfield.anglican.org
or pat.evemy@lichfield.anglican.org as soon as
possible.

Dr Sentamu said: “Bishop Keith loved people
and was passionate about communicating
the Gospel in a language they would
understand. He was sent to South Africa by
Archbishop Robert Runcie when Archbishop
Desmond Tutu had been put under House
Arrest. In defiance of the Apartheid Regime,
Bishop Keith said to a vast crowd outside St
George’s Cathedral in Cape Town: ‘Anyone who
touches you, touches us. And believe you me,
the arm of the Rule of Law knows no bounds,
colour, gender, ethnicity. Jesus Christ is the only
Lord and all in him are one.’
The Most Revd
Dr Tutu paid
tribute to Bishop
Keith in the
Church Times:
“Learned and
sensible, he had
a sponge-like
ability to absorb
the anxieties
of others.
People were
being routinely

tear-gassed, beaten, shot, detained, tortured,
and maimed. There were funerals every week
that attracted more security-force violence.
Somehow, when one walked with Bishop Keith,
one felt bulletproof.”
Barbara Tame, a Reader at Priorslee St Peters in
Telford, said: “On 24 October 1986 my husband,
Bill, and I arrived at a conference where Bishop
Keith was due to lead. As we arrived Bill
collapsed. Dr Summerville, a heart surgeon, was
close at hand and came to our aid but Bill died
immediately. Bishop Keith made sure that we
were moved into a side room and prayed for Bill
and I. He was due to go to Uganda very soon.
He wrote me a card at the airport before leaving
and he wrote me another card when he arrived
back in this country. I shall never forget Bishop
Keith’s kindness.”
A thanksgiving service will be held on 10 May
at Lichfield Cathedral. Further tributes are at
http://bit.ly/2oRU8gm
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“God’s awesomeness at work”
Churches across the Diocese are forging
fruitful links with schools. Becky Berrisford,
Parish Family Worker in Chell, Stoke-onTrent, talks about their partnership:
“Chell Parish Churches (St
Michael’s and Church of the
Saviour) were initially invited
into Burnwood School, a
non-church primary in an
economically deprived area,
by its headteacher to work
with a group of children at an
after-school club. This started
in September 2015 with around
ten children involved in cooking
followed by bible story and
prayer. The children quickly
embraced the
prayer aspect
and took turns
in leading it.
Five classes
eventually took
part in this
popular club.
“The school
decided in
April 2016 they
wanted to run
a family gardening club in that time slot. We
continued to be involved and supported the
staff running it. During this, the idea of building
a friendship area came about. After exploration,
prayer and discussion the children, parents,
and pupils’ school council decided they’d like a
prayer garden.
“The children drew designs and shared thoughts
on why they’d like it, possible uses and benefits.
The school embraced the idea and allocated a
special area for the garden. At this point, the
church started a crowdfunding appeal and
raised £775, including a grant from a local group.
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“During the summer holiday the community
came together with the school and church to
build the garden. It was an amazing community
effort that was followed by an official opening
in March 2017
celebrated
by a wholeschool blessing
assembly in
which the
children
performed
praise and
worship through
dance and song.
It was very
moving!
“The prayer
garden has
continued
to, literally,
grow and the
children have
added things
to it that
are special
to them:
items that
help them to
remember
dearly
loved family
members,
friends and
pets that have
passed away.
The garden
is a peaceful
place where
Burnwood pupils with Bishop Michael
they can sit in
God’s presence and spend time in prayer and
reflection, a place to offload their worries and
find an inner calm and feel God’s awesomeness
at work.”

Reconciliation on the cards
For many of my generation, our early years were
dominated not by the shadow of distant wars,
but by a conflict much closer to home. With an
awful, relentless predictability, our TV screens
were filled night after night with images of
death and destruction in Northern Ireland. And
then the terror came to England; to London,
Guildford, Birmingham, Brighton… Security
alerts and baggage searches became a routine
part of our daily lives. The political leaders on
both sides of the conflict became household
names, and their blood curdling rhetoric served
to emphasise the seemingly unbridgeable gap
between them and between the Unionist and
Nationalist positions. At the forefront were
Martin McGuinness, former IRA commander,
and Revd Ian Paisley, a fiery Protestant
clergyman. Despite both being committed
Christians, their common religion served only to
divide them, being unable, to see beyond their
identities as Catholic and Protestant.
The Good Friday Agreement, which eventually
brought peace to Northern Ireland in 1998, had
many architects, none more significant than
McGuinness and Paisley. The road to peace was
painstaking, risky and costly. At its heart was an
extraordinary challenge. Not simply to achieve
the laying down of arms, but to bring about a
significant measure of reconciliation between
deeply divided communities, so the peace
would last.
Nothing symbolised the commitment more
powerfully than the personal friendship that
developed between McGuiness and Paisley.
They set aside decades of deep animosity to
work together as First Minister and Deputy
First Minister of Northern Ireland and got on so
well that they became known as the ‘Chuckle
Brothers’ because of their smiling camaraderie.
After McGuinness’ death earlier this year, Ian
Paisley’s son, Kyle, paid a warm tribute to him,
not only reflecting on the ’great good’ that
the two men did together during their time in

office, but also saying that the family would
never forget McGuinness’ ‘ongoing care’ for Ian
Paisley during his final illness.
The word reconciliation means to ‘bring back
together again’ that which has been broken.
It is a word that was central to St Paul’s
understanding of Christianity. As he writes in
the letter to the Corinthians;

“…in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against
them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us…”
In an interview given shortly before his death,
Martin McGuinness, said how much he had
appreciated all the cards and good wishes
that had been sent to him. And he said that
he had been particularly moved by the many
Protestants who said they were praying for him.
Martin McGuinness and Ian Paisley, through
their commitment to the demanding and costly
work of reconciliation, not only helped to
‘bring back together again’ the divided peoples
of Northern Ireland but also helped to bring
Christians back into fellowship with another.
They became ambassadors for Christ whereas
once their warlike rhetoric must have made many
wonder whether Christ was present in either.
Peace and reconciliation are at the heart of the
identity and calling of the people of God. How
might we live out this calling, as individuals and
as the local church? How might we play a part
in transforming conflict? Canon Sarah Snyder,
the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Advisor for
Reconciliation, is to address these questions in
her forthcoming lecture to Clergy and Readers
within the Wolverhampton Episcopal Area.
Details can be found overleaf.

+Clive Wulfrun - May 2017
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For a full listing of events in the Diocese, visit
lichfield.anglican.org/events
Let us know about your events by email to
comms@lichfield.anglican.org

Fresh Expressions vision days
Walsall - Aldridge Parish
Centre, Saturday 10 June.
Book at http://bit.
ly/2o0OsOI
Shrewsbury - Christ Church Bayston Hill,
Saturday 17 June. Book at http://bit.ly/2oMgBc6
Newcastle - The Westlands Church,
Saturday 24 June. Book at http://bit.ly/2nfyrr8

Encourage Festival: A one day mini music and
arts festival celebrating God’s call to us all.
Saturday 23 July 13.00-evening
Shallowford House

DIARY

Come follow Christ in
the footsteps of St Chad
A launch event to hear
Bishop Michael on our
shared past and future in
the Diocese of Lichfield.

20 May 11.00 at Lichfield
Cathedral followed by
bring-your-own picnic

Come follow Christ

in the footsteps of St Chad

‘The Local Church as an Agent for
Reconciliation’ - Canon Dr Sarah Snyder

13 Jun 2017, 10am-1pm
The Auditorium University of Wolverhampton
Science Park, Glaisher Drive, WV10 9RU

12

Follow us on Twitter @Lichfield_CofE
Regular updates on our website www.lichfield.anglican.org
Join our Facebook Group “The Church of England’s Diocese of Lichfield”

