A message from Bishop Michael
I am delighted to introduce the 2020
Bishop’s Lent Appeal in the Diocese of
Lichfield. This year we are looking to
support some of the most vulnerable
people with whom we come into contact,
knowing that all people are precious in
God’s sight and that he has a particular
care for the needy. Acorns Hospice in the
Black Country has been quietly working to
support children with life-changing and
life-threatening illnesses, and their
families, for many years. Their work
honours all lives, no matter how short,
and provides essential care and respite to
families facing serious illness and
disability in their children. They are based
next door to one of our churches, St Gabriel’s
Walsall, and value support from St Gabriel’s.
The Revd Preb Mark McIntyre, the parish
priest, has been very active in helping to
publicize the appeal to save Acorns
hospice, and I am grateful to him for first
drawing the Appeal to my attention. I
would be very sorry indeed to see the
hospice forced to close, but with your
support and the hard work of the hospice
and local people I am optimistic that its
future can be safeguarded and its vital work
with children and their families can
continue.

South Africa. The clergy of the diocese are
on the frontline of helping people work
out their faith and their lives against this
backdrop, and sometimes this can take a
real toll on them and their families. I hope
to give some support from the appeal to
the Bishop of Matlosane for him to run a
clergy wellbeing event and to offer other
support to clergy families, to help prevent
family breakdown and to support those
who are quietly working away every day
to help others live out the Gospel in that
beautiful part of the world.

I do hope that you will feel able to give
generously to this year’s Appeal, and I
pray for God’s blessing on your own lives,
families, and work.

A very different project which I have
chosen to support comes from the
Diocese of Matlosane, our link diocese in
South Africa. Those of you who have been
to Matlosane or met anyone from the
diocese will know that it is a wonderful
place full of Christians with a deep and
lively faith. It is also a place that faces
many challenges, notably the toll taken by
extremes of poverty, by climate change,
and by other serious social issues faced in

more information at lichfield.anglican.org/lentappeal-2020

How can you support the Appeal:
GIVE

by Gift Aid if you can to increase the value of your donation at no cost to yourself. You can
donate through your parish church, using the form below, online at:
lichfield.anglican.org/lentappeal-2020.

PRAY

For the Appeal to save Acorns hospice in the Black Country, and for all who use the service, and all
who work or volunteer there. For all children with life-changing and life-threatening illnesses, and
their families. For all those under stress, and for families at risk of breakdown. For our links with
the Diocese of Matlosane and for church life there.

ACT

Look at the website for the Acorns Appeal under ‘getting involved’ and consider some of the
suggestions there: acorns.org.uk/get-involved/. Raise awareness of the appeal.
Consider how you, and how your church, notices the smallest and most vulnerable around you.
Is there more you could do to reach out?

For more information about what you can do or to invite speakers to churches, house groups, or youth
groups, contact:
The Revd Dr Rebecca Lloyd,
Chaplain to the Bishop of Lichfield.
T: 01543 306002
E: rebecca.lloyd@lichfield.anglican.org
lichfield.anglican.org/lentappeal-2020
Please return this form with your donation to:
The Bishop’s Lent Appeal, Bishop’s House, 22 The Close, Lichfield, WS13 7LG.
WAYS TO GIVE
Via cheque...
Please make your cheque payable to ‘Bishop of Lichfield’s Lent Appeal’
Via just giving...
www.justgiving.com/lentappeal2020
MAKE YOUR GIFTS GO FUTHER...
I want the Diocese to treat the enclosed donation of………………………...................................... as Gift Aid
Title: ............................Forename(s): .................................................................................................................................................
Surname: ..............................................................................................................................................................................................
Home Address: ...................................................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................Postcode: .................................

. .Precious in my sight
‘…Because you are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you…’ (Isaiah 43:4)

I wish Gift Aid to apply to my donation. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay the difference.

Signature...................................................................................................................................................Date ..................................

Data Protection Act: We will not pass your details to any third party except for the purposes of processing your donation (for example, to HMRC if your donation is Gift Aided). We
may store your details and use them to keep you informed about how the funds raised by the Lent Appeal have been spent and to update you about future Lent Appeals and the work
of the Bishop and Diocese of Lichfield. If you do not wish to receive such details please tick this box To reduce administrative costs and ensure more of your donation is used to
help the important work being supported by the Lent Appeal, receipts will not normally be issued. If you would like a receipt please enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope.
The Bishop of Lichfield’s Lent Appeal is administered by the Lichfield Diocesan Board of Finance Inc (registered charity 1107827). If the Bishop of Lichfield’s Lent Appeal is unable to
make a donation to the charities specified, for example if they cease to operate, the monies raised by this appeal may be donated to other charities at the discretion of the Bishop of Lichfield.
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