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Rev. Cait writes
Lammastide
It is August and the school holidays are in full
swing. I am sure you have heard someone by now
complain about how “as soon as the kids break up
for summer, the weather changes”. Even those of
us who do not have school aged children in the household are
programmed to expect hot, sunny weather throughout the sixweek break. Even though some of us may have finished school
many decades ago, we still feel that we have worked hard
throughout the year and now we are owed a summer holiday.
However, the school August holidays were never originally to do
with having a break. Originally, schools took a break in August
due to the fact that everyone in the community was expected to
lend a hand at harvest time. This included children and teachers
alike. If the harvest was not collected in before too much rain had
fallen, the food would be wasted and that would influence the
whole community; everyone was invested in ensuring a safe
collection and storage of food.
August sees the first of these harvests with the first grain, at
Lammastide (traditionally the 1st of August). This grain would be
harvested, milled and made into specially consecrated loaves and
a festival celebrating the beginning of Harvest would begin. In
some regions, it would be considered Christ’s festival, the festival
of the Lamb; the Bread; body of Christ. The Spring and Summer
were times of hardship as these were times of tending fields with
no yield and stores from the previous year considerably diminished. It has associations with youth, plenty and ripening grain.
The Shakespearian scholars among you will remember that Juliet’s
birthday is on Lammas Eve and she, in ‘Romeo and Juliet’ is at “a
pretty age”; 14 years old; her life is expected to change dramatically at this point, from child, to wife, to mother. The date of
Juliet’s birth is given in a beautiful, lyrical speech by the nurse, in
contrast with the earlier violence of the opening to the play.
Lammas is a time of excitement, expectancy and new life but with
that comes hunger and frayed tempers and a change in the air.
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Rev. Cait writes (continued)
Has much changed? We are no longer all rushing to the fields in
August, but the weather is warm and we move into the month
with a sense of expectancy. Tempers can be frayed as some
families struggle to provide food and entertainment for the young.
Then the weather, a fixation for the English, lets us down and the
cheaper option of a family picnic or BBQ is rained off. Someone
says or does something mildly offensive (“Do you bite your thumb
at me sir?”) and all the excitement boils over.
Let us sit for a moment and remember what the season is about.
Fresh bread, the first of the harvest; God’s bread; a promise that
there will be food for the coming year; new life and new possibilities and yes, rain, because it is the start of a new season! Let us
rest in these thoughts and plan our expectations accordingly.
This August has not produced the summer holidays we all
convinced ourselves that we deserved, after last year, but there is
promise and there is hope. Let us be aware of those who struggle
at this time, offering what we can to help and giving thanks for
those who help us. Remembering that we are human, and as such
our tempers may run short at times, but we do not have to produce the perfect summer in August, we simply need to show up,
as imperfect as we are, and give thanks for what God has
provided.

Cait

August, from Spenser’s The Shepherd’s Calendar
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NOTICE BOARD
Community Groups and Charities
You can make use of our notice boards - it’s free!
Contact the magazine editor - details inside the front cover.
Deadline for the September issue is Monday 23 August.
The magazine will be in church and online on Sunday 29 August.

JOINING THE TEAM
We need more cleaners to help us keep the
church safe and beautiful.
Would you like to join the team?
If you can spare an hour or so from 9.30 on
Friday mornings, please get in touch with
Jacky Smith 07791 517468.
or Chris Kershaw 01457 765350
or chriskershaw@mottramparish.org.uk

Tameside South & Longdendale
Foodbank operating under the
Trussell Trust banner.
Foodbank Centres opening times:
Hattersley Baptist Church Melandra Crescent,
Hattersley SK14 3RB
Fridays 2 - 3pm
St Mary's Church Market St, Hollingworth SK14 8NE
Mondays 11:00 - 12:00 (or call 07709 098068)
Central Methodist Church Crook St, Hyde SK14 1NQ
Wednesdays 2 - 3pm
There is a box for donations of groceries at the back of the
church, and one in Tesco, Hattersley.
Donations of money can be made at
https://www.givey.com/
tamesidesouthlongdendalefoodbankltd
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Church News (1)
Spare a thought for our neighbours
As you know, parking is very difficult along Broadbottom Road many families have more than one car and spaces are limited.
The vicarage is blessed with a large gated drive with room for
three vehicles.
So please, if you are
visiting the vicarage,
do park on the drive open the gate if you
need to, and close it
behind you to keep
Bodhi the dog safe.
Thank you

Our Parish Safeguarding Coordinator is Claire Bibby.

You can contact her on 01457 763758.
If you are worried about a particular
person or situation in connection with
any church activity, you can use a safe
email address to report it: this email is
checked daily, and can be accessed only
by Claire. Contact:

,

safemottram@gmail.com

SUPPORT BRENDA'S JAM JAR COLLECTION FOR CHURCH FUNDS
A full jar will
contain £6.
You can put
your full jar in
the collection
on a Sunday.
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Church News (2)
Covid Restrictions
Please continue wearing masks, except when you are seated.
Distanced seating will remain.
Please book in with Kate.
Singing in church will be restricted to the choir and music group, but
we will sing our final hymn outside.
We will review this at the start of September.

Memorial Garden - Gardening Party - 18th July

The Gardening Gang - looking tired but (mostly) happy at the end of
their stint. Thanks to Jacky Smith (front row, centre) for organising
everything and providing very welcome refreshments on this hot day.
A great deal was accomplished in the space of an afternoon.
Potential recruits -watch out for details of the next Gardening Party.
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Church News (4)
.

Mottram Craft Group
Starting 8th September
Every other Wednesday 1-3pm
@ the vicarage

3rd October 10.30am
Animal Welfare Sunday

PET SERVICE
(With pet-free zone for those who
would prefer not to mingle with our
4/6/8/many-legged, furred,
feathered or scaly friends)

Sunday
10th October 2021
Vicar on the Run!
Details of how to
sponsor Rev. Cait
will be coming soon.

Church finance team
Notice: the parish accounts have now
been inspected.
We are looking to put together a finance
team, if you think you would like to know
more about this, please speak to one of
the church wardens
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If you would like to dedicate flowers to a loved one or
simply to help with the cost of flowers in the church,
please sign the sheet on the notice board in the porch.
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A SPINALL W RIGHT
Solicitors and Notary

302512

65 High Street West, Glossop
Tel: 01457 854645
Fax: 01457 854640
Web: www.awandco.co.uk Email: rec@awandco.co.uk
Offer general legal services to the Glossop and Longdendale community

Mottram Cricket Club

Join us on match days during the season
Facilities available for Birthday Parties (21st etc)
Christenings, Wedding Receptions & Funerals.
Room Hire also available
Please contact Social Secretary Tracy Woolley
Tel: 0161 406 9205 or mobile: 07962 070013
Web:www.mottramcricketclub.co.uk
Email: sbf13@sky.com

In your local Parish Magazine.
Very reasonable yearly or one-off rates.
Printed and online editions.
Please contact Chris Poyser 0161 366 0931 or
magadverts@mottramparish.org.uk
for more information.
Free classified advertising space is available for anyone wishing to dispose of items free of charge, or in
exchange for a donation to Church funds.
For more information please contact the editor
Polly Brown 01457 865278 (answerphone) or
mandpbrown@protonmail.com

FRANK MASSEY & SON LTD
Family Funeral Directors
49 Mottram Road, Hyde, SK14 2NN
Hyde’s longest established family-run funeral directors.
Serving Hyde, Mottram and surrounding areas since 1903.

Pre-paid Funeral Plans with Golden Charter
Floral Tributes

24-hour Personal Care and Attention
Private Chapels of Rest

Phone:
0161 368 2565

Mobile:
07973 910557

www.frankmassey.co.uk

Mortgage Advisers │ Critical Illness │ Investments
Business Protection │ Private Medical Insurance
Protection │ Financial Planning │ Estate Planning
Savings │ Pensions │ Annuities │ ISA

www.gjswm.org

Tel. 0161 303 8008

S. G. GILL

Roofing, Pointing & General Building
Specialists in High Level Structural Repairs
Domestic, Industrial, Commercial
& Church Maintenance
Repair, Renovation & Restoration
U.P.V.C. Fascias & Soffits - Gutter Cleaning
All Chimney Guards & Vents Fitted To Chimney Stacks

Moss Cleaned From Roofs

Telephone Home: 0161 681 1211
Mobile: 07831 255710
Email: sggillcontractors@hotmail.co.uk

MIKE GREEN
DECORATING
Friendly Helpful Service • Top Quality Work
•Recommended by TMBC & Age UK
For a FREE quote ring
0161 330 6890 or 07833 521168

T. BROOKES & SONS
TRADITIONAL PLASTERERS AND SCREEDERS
Friendly Informed Advice Freely Given
Free Estimates
Local Family Business - Est. 1976

Ring Terry on: 01457 766550

KNEEN ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Call Chris on 07814 553837 or 01457 763809
Honest and reliable - complete rewires to a single plug
No call out fee - Estimates given
Full electrical Testing - Part P Registered - NAPIT member No. 7915

www.kes-kneen.co.uk

A Letter from Embrace the Middle East
Dear Friends,
It is 10 years since a Syrian uprising turned into a full-scale civil war.
Amid the many tragic stories of loss and devastation are some
remarkable examples of human resilience and courage. In our latest
blog, BBC International Correspondent and friend of Embrace Mike
Thomson, shares one such story: The amazing secret library, created
at Daraya while the city was under siege.
I first came across this extraordinary story back in the
autumn of 2015 when compiling a BBC report on what life
was like for people living in
besieged areas of Syria.
Ever since the siege began in
the summer of 2012 the residents of rebel-held Daraya,
which had long been a centre
Cleaning a book at the secret library.
of
opposition to President
(Credit Media Dept of Daraya City Council)
Bashar al-Assad’s regime,
had been under constant bombardment by his forces. The town was
littered with hundreds of abandoned, bomb-damaged homes.
Word began to spread that thousands of valuable books, many prized
by those who had fled their homes, were being ruined by the weather.
So, groups of young people, many former university students whose
studies had been stopped by the war, began combing the rubble to
rescue them.
Collecting the books was a very dangerous business … it often meant
coming into the sights of Syrian government snipers, who lay in wait,
crouching on the top floors of the grim, concrete tower blocks that
ringed the edges of Daraya. Yet by 2016 15,000 books, covering just
about every subject you can imagine, had been rescued and stored in
the town’s secret library, in the base of a crumbling apartment block.
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A letter from Embrace the Middle East (continued)
But why, I wondered, did people starved of food not spend their time
searching for food rather than books? It was a question I put to
former university student, Anas Habib, one of the founders of the
secret library. His answer was brief, but said it all: ‘Just like the body
needs food, the soul needs books’.
Sadly, the rebel fighters in Daraya were forced to surrender as
Pro-Assad forces closed in and within weeks their treasured secret
library was discovered, looted and destroyed.
But this is not the end of the story as far as the founders of the secret
library are concerned. One of them, former business and economics
student, Abdul Basit Al-Ahmar, has pledged to return to Daraya with
his wife, Zohour and rebuild it as soon as possible.
“It

gave us a precious space where we could breathe hope instead of
despair. It liberated us from suffering and savagery. Inside its walls
the love of science, literature and ideas filled the air. This symphony
of books soothed our hearts. As we entered, its aura revived us, like
fresh air to a suffocating man. It was the oxygen for our souls. It was
a place where angels met. Each time I stepped inside, I flew with
them.”
I’ve kept in touch with Abdul and many others from Daraya, all of
whom I feel privileged to call friends. Their amazing courage,
resilience and optimism for the future, despite all they’ve been
through, is surely an example to us all.
To read the full blog by BBC International Correspondent Mike
Thomson head to the Embrace the Middle East website.
Many thanks,
Anna Tetlow (Digital Coordinator)
Embrace the Middle East
Embrace The Middle East is an ecumenical
Christian development charity tackling
poverty and injustice in the Middle East.
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High Days and Holy Days
8th August - Dominic the saint who believed in learning
If you enjoy reading the Bible and in
encouraging others to have faith in God, then
Dominic is a saint for you. His passion for
helping Christians to learn and proclaim their
faith led him to found the Order of Preachers,
known as the Black Friars, because of the black
cape they wore over white habits. They are
also known as the Dominicans.
Dominic was born in Castile in 1170, the
youngest son of the warden of the town and
nephew to the archpriest of Gumiel d’Izan.
Becoming an Austin canon of Osma cathedral,
Dominic spent seven years as a priest, devoted
to prayer and penance. In 1201 he became
sub-prior to his community.
In 1208 the Papal Legate was murdered. This sparked a crusade or ‘holy
war’ against the Albigensian heretics. Dominic worked for reconciliation,
refusing to join in the violence and massacres against them. Instead he
used instruction and prayer to woo the heretics back, which led to him
playing a leading role in founding Toulouse University. That became the
foundation for his work in establishing the Friars Preachers at Toulouse in
1215, which occupied the last seven years of his life. (Three times he
refused a bishopric, believing that this work was more important.)
Dominic’s ‘order’ provided communities of sacred learning, with monks
devoted to study, teaching and preaching as well as the usual prayer.
Dominic believed monks should do more than just commune with God;
they should proclaim God’s love to others. Dominic was an excellent
organiser, and soon his order spread rapidly all over Italy, Spain and
France. It met an acute need in the medieval church, and in time the
Black Friars became a pioneering missionary force in Asia and even,
much later, the Americas.
Dominic travelled widely from 1216 until his death in 1220. His simple
tomb was later embellished by Michelangelo, and his usual attributes in
art are a lily, a book and a black and white dog, which is a pun (Domini
canis) on the name of Dominic.
The dog holds a torch in its mouth as a herald of the truth.
Mottram Parish Magazine
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Not to be taken seriously

Cartoon by Dave Walker CartoonChurch.com
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Church Services

We are following the usual covid-safe rules, including social
distancing. Please wear masks, except when you are seated.
You will need to book with Kate Best. Please contact her between
Monday and Thursday to book for the following Sunday, on 01457
857248 or preferably, email her katebest@mottramparish.org.uk
Please do not send texts to her landline, and leave only one
message - she will get back to you!
Sunday 1st August
8:30am
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
10:30am
Worship for All with Holy Communion.
Sunday 8th August
8:30am
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
10:30am
Worship for All with Communion.
Sunday 15th August
8:30am
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
10:30am
Worship for All with Communion
Sunday 22nd August
8:30am
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
10:30am
Worship for all with Holy Communion.
Sunday 29th August
8:30am
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
10:30am
Worship for all with Holy Communion.
Sunday 5th September
8:30am
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
10:30am
Worship for all.
Wednesdays 10.30am at St Barnabas, Hattersley.
Holy Communion - a joint service with our friends
and neighbours at St Barnabas,
Hattersley Road East, SK14 3EQ
Visitors who regularly take communion in their
home church are welcome to join us at the
table.
Mottram Parish Magazine
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There will be no on-line Sunday School during
August. However Thy Kingdom Come has teamed
up with Cheeky PandasTM to provide a variety of
resources that seek to get children excited about
the Bible and prayer - with some panda fun
along the way!
The songs, music videos, episodes and devotionals are fun, bright and
professionally written and produced. Parents can directly download
resources for their children at home for free.
100% of all donations given to Cheeky Pandas are ploughed into
creating online resources. There are currently no overheads or staffing
costs for Cheeky Pandas.
Cheeky Pandas is a project of Swell Revolution, a charity
that commissions and produces artistic and educational content (music,
literature and film) to promote the Christian faith.
Find out more and download at
https://cheekypandas.com

The Flowers
The Flower Ladies are back in church!
Weekly on Fridays 10.15am - 12.15pm
If you would like to dedicate flowers to a loved one, or for
a special event, or simply to help with the cost of making
the church look beautiful, please sign the list in the
porch.
Photo - Christie Kim - Unsplash

The Flag
If you would like the flag flying for a special occasion or
anniversary please contact Tony Kershaw 01457 765350
or flag@mottramparish.org.uk or
https:www.mottramparish.org.uk/occasions/flag
We will fly the flag and put the dedication on the page Registers and Records.
The cost is £15, which goes towards the upkeep of the building and the work of
the church.
You can see who it is flying for by visiting the flag page on the parish website

www.mottramparish.org.uk

General information about Mottram parish Church can be
found at www.mottramparish.org.uk

You can sign up for a regular e-news bulletin at
https://mottramparish.org.uk/intouch/mailing
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Registers and Records

Weddings
Saturday 10 July 2021
Jack Geoffrey Handley and
Victoria Louise Mellor

Baptisms
Sunday
18 July 2021
Jemma McPartland
with
Evan and Evalyne Edwards

Funerals

Tuesday 6 July 2021
Barry Squire
Wednesday 7 July 2021
Walter Frost
Monday 12 July 2021
Margaret Beard
Wednesday 21 July 2021
George Neild

Thursday 22 July 2021
Pamela Wood

Flying
The
Flag
Thursday 15 July 2021
Stephen & Hazel Franks’
Diamond Anniversary.
(Married at Mottram Parish
Church 60 years ago by
Rev. Williams, curate.)
Saturday 31 July 2021
Loving memories of
Peter & Katherine Elwood
on what would have been
their 70th wedding
anniversary.
Thursday 5 August 2021
60th (Diamond)
Wedding Anniversary of
Annice & John Ingham.
Thursday 19 August 2021
Dorothy Seaborn’s
90th Birthday.
Wednesday 1 September 2021
Birthday memories of
Rev. Dr. Richard Hills
Flag - contact Tony Kershaw on
01457 765350 or
flag@mottramparish.org.uk
or https:www.mottramparish.org.uk/
occasions/flag
(See also P 14)

Contacts for arranging baptisms, thanksgivings, weddings, wedding
blessings and funerals can be found inside the front cover.
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Let’s Pray
Parish Prayer Rota
August 2021
Month by month, we invite
you to pray with us for all the
residents of the parish, asking
for God’s blessing or healing
touch wherever it is needed.

Summerbottom
Hyde Road
Hyde Way
Ford Way
Atherton Ave
Atherton Grove
Ford Grove
John Kennedy Road
John Kennedy Gardens
Manley Grove

Meditation on the Good Use of Sickness
Lord, You are good and gentle in all Your
ways; and Your mercy is so great that not
only the blessings but also the misfortunes
of Your people are channels of Your
compassion. Grant that I may turn to You
as a Father in my present condition since
the change in my own state from health to
sickness brings no change to You. You are
always the same, and You are my loving
Father in times of trouble and in times of
joy alike.
Blaise Pascal
(1623 – 1662) mathematician and scientist

Dear Jesus
When we pray for Your help and
blessing, we remember the words, “be
still in the presence of the Lord’. Fill us
with the peace of mind and serenity
which only You can give, and restore us
once again. May we remain safe and
content, knowing Your peace will
continue to dwell in us.
By Terence Trimmer

O send out your light and your
truth; let them lead me; let them
bring me to your holy hill and to
your dwelling.
Psalm 43.3
August 2021 page 16

Prayer Requests
Our regular prayer group is now
holding fortnightly 'virtual'
meetings.
Let us know what's on your mind for yourself, those you love, or for
the world. Reply to our regular Facebook post or eNews bulletins, and
we'll include it in our prayers.

If you would like to send in a
personal prayer - in complete
confidence - send it to Tony
Kershaw by email, Whatsapp,
phone, text or Messenger.
tonykershaw
@mottramparish.org.uk
01457 765350
We don't always get the answer we
expect or want, but it's always good
to share with God. He shared with
us on the cross.
Mottram Parish Magazine
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COMMUNITY CONTACTS IN MOTTRAM PARISH
Mottram Primary School
01457 763368
admin@mottram.tameside.sch.uk
Broadbottom Primary School
01457 762382
admin@broadbottom.tameside.sch.uk
Arundale Primary School
01457 762328
admin@arundale.tameside.sch.uk
Longdendale Pre-school in Mottram
07594 640487
Broadbottom Pre-school
01457 764423
Broadbottom Brownies
07884 006484
Broadbottom & Mottram
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
07912 387358
Longdendale Women’s Institute
01457 763319, 01457 766517

ETHEROW CENTRE
BROADBOTTOM
Providing sport and leisure activities
for people with disabilities.

Hire our large indoor arena.

Contact Claire Bibby

01457 763758

MOTTRAM COMMUNITY CENTRE
Church Brow, Mottram
• Two large halls and stage • kitchen
• soft outdoor play area
children’s parties,
meetings, etc.
Contact Janis Bond on

01457 763504
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Longdendale Neighbourhood Police
0161 856 9484
Tameside Police (non emergency)
0161 872 5050
Tameside Council
www.tameside.gov.uk
Councillor Janet Cooper
01457 763319
Longdendale Town Council
0161 342 2346
Member of Parliament
Jonathan Reynolds MP, 0161 367 8077
jonathan.reynolds.mp@parliament.uk
Tameside Local Studies & Archives
0161 342 4242
Hattersley Library, in the Hub
0161 342 2552
Friends of Mottram Parish Church
Ian Roebuck 01457 763179
The Magdalene Centre
Broadbottom
- see back cover.

Still open
during the
Coronavrus
crisis.
See page 5
of this magazine for more
information and contact details.
BROADBOTTOM
COMMUNITY CENTRE
Need to find a venue for an
event, a party or a regular
group activity?
Contact Mandy Pluck on 07967567420
Email Mandy.pluck@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.broadbottomvillage.com
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THE MAGDALENE CENTRE
The Parish Church Council has decided that it would now be
reasonable to reopen the Magdalene Centre, provided we employ
a range of Covid-19 safety guidelines, a copy of which has been
given to each user group.
Most of our regular users will be able to restart as soon as possible within the guidelines.
However some may need to change their booking times in order to comply with the requirement for a 30 minute gap between different users.
We will NOT allowing bookings from private hirers at present.
All these measures will remain in place, regardless of the anticipated relaxation of government restrictions, until we have carried out a fresh review - it might be that we
would wish to retain some restrictions for a longer period.

Contact Adam on
07984446074
Email
hiveyouth@hivenorth.co.uk
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