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A Letter from the Parochial Church Council
BEING ON THE PCC . . . .
If you’ve ever wondered how our church is run, who does
what or decides what, then here is the answer - it’s the
joint responsibility of the vicar and the parochial church
council (PCC).
The PCC is made up of elected members from our church
congregation and is rather like our church’s governing body
with the vicar as chairperson. We discuss matters of policy
and make key decisions about most things relevant to the
life of our church. Want to know more? Here are some facts:
·

PCC members are elected at the Annual Parochial
Council Meeting, coming up on Sunday 16th May.

·

We currently meet every 2 months, usually on a
Thursday evening.

·

All meetings start with an opportunity to pray and
worship together.

·

Each meeting has an agenda prepared and circulated
at least one week beforehand.

·

Minutes are circulated to PCC members after each
meeting and are also made available to the
congregation, less any confidential matters.

Being a member of PCC is not at all onerous or timeconsuming and it gives each member the opportunity to
contribute to discussion and to decision making. If you
would like to find out more about the PCC or are interested
in joining, please have a chat with Cait our vicar, David and
Dejan your churchwardens, or with Kate, PCC secretary.
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A Letter from the PCC (continued)
BEING A CHURCHWARDEN . . . .
Now that you’ve read about being a PCC member, what
about the wardens? Churchwardens are elected annually at
the Annual Vestry Meeting. Their term of office is one year
only. They need to be re-elected every year and may serve
for up to six consecutive years. After that time they must
step down.
Churchwardens automatically become members of PCC.
They work closely with the vicar to ensure the smooth dayto-day functioning of the parish.
Being a churchwarden can sometimes be time-consuming
but also extremely rewarding. Their primary responsibility is
the care and support of the vicar, being there to listen and
to give advice. Other responsibilities will include the
following:








They should attend services regularly, and normally
arrive in good time to support the sidespersons in
welcoming people to church and to services.
They provide feedback, as a ‘critical friend’, for the
vicar.
They must care for the congregation and encourage
people in their Christian faith.
On occasion, wardens will help to resolve disputes or
disagreements amongst the congregation or with the
parish priest.
They should ensure that the service register and other
registers are properly filled in.

If you would like to find out more about the role of a churchwarden, please have a chat with Cait our vicar, David and
Dejan your churchwardens, or with Kate, PCC secretary.
May 2021
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NOTICE BOARD
Community Groups and Charities
You can make use of our notice boards - it’s free!
Contact the magazine editor - details inside the front cover.
Deadline for the June issue is Tuesday 25 May.
The magazine will be in church on Sunday 30 May
and online on Sunday 6 June.

Christian Aid Week
10 - 16 May 2021
Rose Katanu Jonathan on dry land caused by extreme
drought in Dili village, Kitui, Kenya.
“When I was a young girl, there was plenty of food”
says Rose. “ Now I worry a lot… I pray to God that
the rainfall will become normal like it used to be”.
Climate change robs people of control over their
lives. Rose is caught in a cycle of climate chaos.
From severe drought to flooding, extreme weather
robs her of what she needs to survive: a reliable source of water.

Photo - Tom Pilston / Chr. Aid

This climate crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the worst of it every day.
Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the rains do come, they will
have the water they need to live. A reliable source of water will help families withstand
long drought or relentless rainstorms.
Every gift can change lives.
You can donate securely on line at https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/
Or you can call 020 7523 2269 to donate by telephone.
(Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions, there is a delay in processing postal donations)
CALLING MR(S) MOPS....
Can you spare an hour a week to help keep our church building clean
and presentable? Perhaps you can't make it every week, or you can
only make certain days? Don't worry, we can be very flexible.
Many hands make light work.
If you are able to help with this important work, please
contact
Chris Kershaw on 01457 765350
or chriskershaw@mottramparish.org.uk
Mottram Parish Magazine
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MORE NOTICES
Calling all
Musicians
and Singers!
Do you play a
musical instrument?
Can you sing?
Cait is hoping to start a band in Church.
If you are interested please get in touch
vicar@mottramparish.org.uk
or 07859 982757

Tameside South & Longdendale
Foodbank
The Foodbank operates under the
Trussell Trust banner.
Foodbank Centres opening times
Hattersley Baptist Church Melandra Crescent,
Hattersley SK14 3RB
Fridays 2 - 3pm
St Mary's Church Market St, Hollingworth SK14 8NE
Mondays 11:00 - 12:00 (or call 07709 098068)
Central Methodist Church Crook St, Hyde SK14 1NQ
Wednesdays 2 - 3pm

There is a box for donations of groceries in Tesco,
Hattersley.
Donations of money can be made at
https://www.givey.com/
tamesidesouthlongdendalefoodbankltd
Mottram Parish Magazine
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Church News (1)



Full details of services can be found on
page 13 and online Sunday School on page 14.



John Brandreth, our organist and
choirmaster for 41 years
retired on
After a ‘Farewell PerformEaster Sunday.
ance’ on Easter Sunday John
was presented with
a bottle of port, a gift of
money, this splendid brass
plaque (to go in the church),
and a bottle of brass polish
(to go with it!), not to
mention lots of cards and
good wishes. There was also
a beautiful bouquet of
flowers for Chris.
The retirement card was
specially created by Ian
Roebuck and the picture on
the front can be seen on the
Cartoon Page - P12.

A letter from John to the whole church congregation

Thank You to all at Mottram church for your cards, gifts and good wishes
on my retirement as organist/choirmaster. The plaque, which will be
installed in church shortly, was a delightful surprise as also was the bottle
of port and gift of money for me to buy something of my choice.
I first set foot in Mottram church on a cold snowy Wednesday morning in
March 1980 to meet the then vicar, Richard Price, to demonstrate to him
that I was competent to play the organ. Having satisfied him, it was
agreed that I would commence my duties at Mottram on the Sunday
following Easter. The rest as they say is history, (and four vicars later).
Both Christine and myself were given a warm welcome and felt immediately very comfortable. We still feel the same way after 41 years and
intend to continue to worship and be part of the “church on the hill”
John Brandreth
May 2021 page 6
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Church News (2)
A MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER
Internet Banking
Many of us use internet banking to make payments, including donations to
church. When making a donation or setting up a Standing Order your bank may
ask you for the name of the account you are making the payment to (as well as
the sort code and the account number). Our account name is PARISH OF
MOTTRAM. If you enter "Mottram Parish Church" a message saying that the
account cannot be verified may appear. Provided you put the correct sort code
and account number it is safe to make donations to our account - but to avoid a
message about the account name not being recognised make sure you enter
PARISH OF MOTTRAM.
Our details are:
Sort code: 05-05-29
Account number: 45670614
Account name: Parish of Mottram
Cheques should be made payable to Parish of Mottram although the bank will
accept Mottram Parish Church as the payee.
Gift Aid
If you pay income tax you should be able to Gift Aid your donations. This means
that we can claim a further 25% on the amount you give from Her Majesty's
Revenue and Customs. If you have already completed a Gift Aid declaration
there is no need to complete another one - but if you have completed one but no
longer pay tax please let me know so that I don't try to claim Gift Aid on your
donations. If you can Gift Aid but haven't completed a declaration please let me
know and I can provide a form for you to complete.
You can contact me to check on any of this by phone: 0161 336 8089 or by
email: treasurer@mottramparish org.uk

Brian Seaborn, Treasurer

Youth Group
(Information - contact Alice on 07790765985
or email alice.litaba@yahoo.com)
No meetings at present. We hope that when lockdown is eased, we will be able to meet in person
again - possibly outdoors.

Under Construction is hoping
to take a group to the Greenbelt
Festival in August. Have a look at
the link https://www.greenbelt.org.uk/
and let Alice know if you think you might be interested.
Mottram Parish Magazine
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Church News (3)
REPAIRS - As you know, we've had scaffolding on the inside and
outside of church for a few weeks now. The gutter repair is
almost finished high up on the north side of the nave, and will
make that part of the church watertight at last. The replacement
of the perished plaster on the inside will take a few weeks yet.
Our beautiful medieval building requires special conservation
techniques, needing three coats of lime plaster, each of which
needs to dry before the next, then the last coat needs to dry
before painting. But the work will be finished in late May, in time
for our first wedding!
(Mark Pearce, our
architect, has taken some
photos so that you can
see what's going on up
there.)

Tony Kershaw

St Michael’s Online Quiz
Saturday 15th May 7pm
Quiz master Kate Best
All are welcome!
Quiz in comfort. Wear your slippers. Bring your own food and drink.
Zoom meeting links will be published in the
Mottram Parish e-news bulletin.
You can sign up for e-news on the parish website at
www.mottramparish.org.uk
May 2021 page 8
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A SPINALL W RIGHT
Solicitors and Notary

302512

65 High Street West, Glossop
Tel: 01457 854645
Fax: 01457 854640
Web: www.awandco.co.uk Email: rec@awandco.co.uk
Offer general legal services to the Glossop and Longdendale community

Mottram Cricket Club

Join us on match days during the season
Facilities available for Birthday Parties (21st etc)
Christenings, Wedding Receptions & Funerals.
Room Hire also available
Please contact Social Secretary Tracy Woolley
Tel: 0161 406 9205 or mobile: 07962 070013
Web:www.mottramcricketclub.co.uk
Email: sbf13@sky.com

In your local Parish Magazine.
Very reasonable yearly or one-off rates.
Printed and online editions.
Please contact Chris Poyser 0161 366 0931 or
Polly Brown 01457 865278 mandpbrown@protonmail.com
for more information.

PAGE SPONSORS
Can you help to support Mottram Parish Magazine?
Could you sponsor a page? Only £20 for the year.
You can sponsor in your own name or anonymously, or you can dedicate
the page to the memory of a loved one.
Contact Polly Brown - ring 01457 865278 or email
mandpbrown@protonmail.com

FRANK MASSEY & SON LTD
Family Funeral Directors
49 Mottram Road, Hyde, SK14 2NN
Hyde’s longest established family-run funeral directors.
Serving Hyde, Mottram and surrounding areas since 1903.

Pre-paid Funeral Plans with Golden Charter
Floral Tributes

24-hour Personal Care and Attention
Private Chapels of Rest

Phone:
0161 368 2565

Mobile:
07973 910557

www.frankmassey.co.uk

Mortgage Advisers │ Critical Illness │ Investments
Business Protection │ Private Medical Insurance
Protection │ Financial Planning │ Estate Planning
Savings │ Pensions │ Annuities │ ISA

www.gjswm.org

Tel. 0161 303 8008

S. G. GILL

Roofing, Pointing & General Building
Specialists in High Level Structural Repairs
Domestic, Industrial, Commercial
& Church Maintenance
Repair, Renovation & Restoration
U.P.V.C. Fascias & Soffits - Gutter Cleaning
All Chimney Guards & Vents Fitted To Chimney Stacks

Moss Cleaned From Roofs

Telephone Home: 0161 681 1211
Mobile: 07831 255710
Email: sggillcontractors@hotmail.co.uk

MIKE GREEN
DECORATING
Friendly Helpful Service • Top Quality Work
•Recommended by TMBC & Age UK
For a FREE quote ring
0161 330 6890 or 07833 521168

T. BROOKES & SONS
TRADITIONAL PLASTERERS AND SCREEDERS
Friendly Informed Advice Freely Given
Free Estimates
Local Family Business - Est. 1976

Ring Terry on: 01457 766550

KNEEN ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Call Chris on 07814 553837 or 01457 763809
Honest and reliable - complete rewires to a single plug
No call out fee - Estimates given
Full electrical Testing - Part P Registered - NAPIT member No. 7915

www.kes-kneen.co.uk

Thank you so much for so many of you who gave so generously to the terrible situation in
Mozambique. May God bless you as you have blessed others. There is such a lot to thank
God for, in the midst of Covid and other turmoil. Praise His name that His love is steadfast.Be blessed, Ruth [Tanzania (UK) Trust]
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High Days and Holy Days
Pentecost - 23rd May - Whit Sunday
Pentecost took place on the Jewish festival of
Firstfruits, which was observed at the beginning
of the wheat harvest. It was seven weeks after
Easter, or 50 days including Easter.
A feast to celebrate a country’s wheat harvest
does not sound world-changing, but that year, it
became one of the most important days in world
history. For Pentecost was the day that Jesus
sent the Holy Spirit – the day the Church was
born.
Jesus had told His disciples that something was
going to happen, and that they were to wait for
it in Jerusalem, instead of returning to Galilee.
Jesus had plans for His disciples, but He knew
they could not do the work themselves. They
would need His help.
So they waited in Jerusalem, praying together
with His other followers, for many days. And
then on that fateful morning there was suddenly
the sound as of a mighty rushing wind. Tongues
of flame flickered on their heads, and they began
to praise God in many tongues, to the astonishment of those who heard them.
That morning the Holy Spirit came to indwell
the disciples and followers of Jesus. The Church
was born. The Christians were suddenly full of
life and power, utterly different from their
former fearful selves. The change in them was
permanent.

Pentecost - El Greco c1596
(Museo del Prado, Madrid)

Peter gave the first ever sermon of the Christian Church that morning, proclaiming Jesus was the Messiah. His boldness in the face of possible death was in
marked contrast to the man who had denied Jesus 50 days before. And 3,000
people responded, were converted, and were baptised. How’s that for fast
church growth!
Of course, Pentecost was not the first time the Holy Spirit had acted in this
world. All through the Old Testament there are accounts of how God’s Spirit
guided people and strengthened them. But now, because of Christ’s death and
resurrection, He could IN-DWELL them. From now on, every Christian could have
the confidence that Jesus was with them constantly, through the indwelling of
His Holy Spirit.
(Reprinted from ‘Parish Pump’)
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From Chester Diocesan Newsletter
As the natural world springs into being and we reflect on the Easter message
and God’s promise of new life, we observe with awe and wonder the beauty
of God’s creation. For many, care of God’s creation is seen as a Christian
imperative, and this year through the season of Lent, the Diocese of Chester
has been reflecting on this and celebrating the environment and the natural
world. Forty individuals from around our diocese took turns to delve into
scripture and share inspiring personal stories about the small ways in which
they are moved to cherish the gift of life.
On Good Friday, it was the turn of the Bishop of Chester, Mark Tanner. He
referenced Luke 23, verses 30 and 31 which say: “Then they will begin to
say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do
this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
Bishop Mark goes on to reflect on this Bible verse and the environment and
says: “Jesus is talking here about what happens if we reject him, but there is
an interesting ecological echo. This starts with an invitation to accept His offer of love and life and then works into every part of life... including the environment. In the beginning, God commissioned human beings to be good
stewards of creation. When we ignore our God-given responsibilities in terms
of caring for creation, we will face consequences that are not the ones God
desires for us. And so He
challenges us. He invites us. He warns us. He loves us, and helps us...“...
and that last bit is vital, for we are not alone in this. Like you, I am just a
beginner here, but in Christ, it’s all about grace, so let’s carry on in Him.
Hear the cry of His heart, and let us love afresh as we care for all that He
has given us.”

The Bishop of Chester, Mark Tanner, “breaks the ground” of a new community
garden at St. Andrew’s, Grange. The garden will be planted on the site of the old
church hall and will be designed to help increase biodiversity.
Mottram Parish Magazine
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Cartoon Special - John at the organ.

Cartoon by Ian Roebuck
May 2021 page 12
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Church Services
We are following all the usual covid-safe rules, including social
distancing. Masks must be worn if entering the church building.
You will need to book with Kate Best. You can contact Kate between
Monday and Thursday to book for the following Sunday, on 01457
857248 or preferably, email her at katebest@mottramparish.org.uk.
Please do not send texts to her landline, and leave only one message she will get back to you!

Sunday 2nd May
8:30am
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
10:30am
Worship for all.
Thursday 6th May
7.00pm
A service of quiet prayer - book with Kate.
Saturday 8th May
10.00am
Outdoor picnic prayer breakfast in the churchyard.
No booking required. Bring something to eat
and drink and dress for the outdoors (on Warhill !).
Sunday 9th May
8:30am
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
10:30am
Worship for All with Communion.
Monday 10th May and Monday 24th May
7.30pm
‘Virtual’ Prayer Group.
Sunday 16th
8:30am
10.00am
10:30am

May
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
Meeting of parishioners.
Worship for All.

Sunday 23rd May
8:30am
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
10:30am
Worship for All with Communion.
Sunday 30th May
8:30am
Early Communion in the Staveley Chapel.
10:30am
Worship for all with Holy Communion.
Wednesdays 10.30am at St Barnabas, Hattersley.
Holy Communion - a joint service with our friends
and neighbours.
Mottram Parish Magazine
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Sunday School
Sunday School
How lovely to be back worshipping in church
and good to see people again.
It’s been such a long time since we’ve been
able to meet in Sunday School or together as
a team. We’ve certainly missed the children!
But we’ve ventured into the unknown and have been recording a fortnightly session for the children to watch – and anybody else who wants
to! It has been a big learning curve for some of us and strange to tell a
story , teach a song or show a craft to a phone screen rather than a
group of children.
Thank you to Cathy, Juliet, John, Jean and Lorna for their contributions
and to the young people who have offered prayers. A massive thank you
to Tony who puts all the bits together and makes it look good.
Sadly for us, Andrew Davies has resigned from the team, for the best of
reasons. He is moving into a new home with his partner, Emma. We
wish them both lots of happiness and thank Andrew for all the help he
has given.
Hopefully things will continue to improve and Sunday School will open
again. Please pray for our children and their families.
Thank you, Pat

Sunday 2nd May 2021
These are the links to see our online Sunday School
activities for today.
YouTube video - to watch with your children.
https://youtu.be/KKKggAJQFCY
Our craft session - make two paper boats.
https://www.mottramparish.org.uk/content/pages/documents/
two-boats.pdf
Today’s Song - My Lighthouse https://youtu.be/NocNKrD2UOc
SEND IN PHOTOS OF YOUR CRAFTS, AND WE’LL PUT THEM
IN A SPECIAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ALBUM ON THE CHURCH
WEBSITE.
Send them to *_*photos@mottramparish.org.uk*_*
(Spam protection - delete the two *_* s first)
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Registers and Records

Flying
The
Flag

Funerals

Thursday
22 April 2021
Collette Collum
Wednesday
28 April 2021
John Smallman
Contacts for arranging
baptisms, thanksgivings,
weddings, wedding blessings
and funerals can be found
inside the front cover.
If you would like the flag flying
for a special occasion or anniversary please contact Tony
Kershaw on 01457 765350 or
flag@mottramparish.org.uk
or
https:www.mottramparish.org.
uk/occasions/flag
We will fly the flag and put the
dedication on the flag page
(Registers and Records).
The cost is £15, which goes
towards the upkeep of the building
and the work of the church.
You can see who it is flying for by
visiting the flag page on the parish
website

www.mottramparish.org.uk
Mottram Parish Magazine
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Thursday 8 April 2021
69th birthday memories of
Les Thorley
Friday 9 - Saturday 17 April 2021
The Union
flag at
half-mast
for
HRH
Prince
Philip,
Duke of Edinburgh 1921 - 2021
Friday 23 April 2021
St George’s Day
Saturday 8 May 2021
Golden Wedding Anniversary
Catherine and Carl Rogerson
Family History
We have a list of all the surviving inscriptions, and can help you with your
family history enquiries if you have an
ancestor buried here.
To contact our family history expert
Bill Jubb, send an email to
familyhistory@mottramparish.org.uk
May 2021 page 15
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Let’s Pray
Parish Prayer Rota
April 2021
Month by month, we invite
you to pray with us for all the
residents of the parish, asking
for God’s blessing or healing
touch wherever it is needed.

Pingot Lane
Gorsey Brow
Gorsey Intakes
Spring Street
Lower Market Street
Etherow Brow
Bostock Road
Lymefield Terrace
Temperance Street
Old Street

Pray for the
future plans
of our church
Thursday 6th May
7.00pm in church

A service of quiet prayer
(Please book with Kate beforehand.
Contact details on page 13.)
Saturday 8th May
10.00am In the churchyard.

A picnic prayer breakfast
(No booking required)
Bring something to eat and drink, and
wrap up warm.

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’’

Vineyard Churches UK are
organising a virtual Bow
Down event, calling on
Christians to unite in a
single moment of prayer at 9pm BST
on Friday 14th May as part of

Thy Kingdom Come.

‘Join in this collective moment, as we
bow our knees in prayer, and lift up our
communities and nations to God.’
All who take part will be encouraged to
pray for fifteen minutes including the
Lord's Prayer and to light a candle
at the end symbolising Christ the Light of the World.
Why not join in along with many others?

thykingdomcome@lambethpalace.org.uk
May 2021 page 16

Prayer Requests
Our regular prayer group is now
holding fortnightly 'virtual' meetings.
Let us know what's on your mind for yourself, those you love, or for
the world. Simply reply to our
regular Facebook post or eNews
bulletins, and we'll include it in our
prayers.

If you would like to send in a
personal prayer - in complete
confidence - send it to Tony
Kershaw by email, Whatsapp,
phone, text or Messenger.
tonykershaw
@mottramparish.org.uk
01457 765350
We don't always get the answer we
expect or want, but it's always good
to share with God. He shared with
us on the cross.
Mottram Parish Magazine
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COMMUNITY CONTACTS IN MOTTRAM PARISH
Mottram Primary School
01457 763368
admin@mottram.tameside.sch.uk
Broadbottom Primary School
01457 762382
admin@broadbottom.tameside.sch.uk
Arundale Primary School
01457 762328
admin@arundale.tameside.sch.uk
Longdendale Pre-school in Mottram
07594 640487
Broadbottom Pre-school
01457 764423
Mottram Brownies
07928 575865
Mottram Guides & Rainbows
07884 183129, 07921266168
Broadbottom Brownies
07884 006484
Broadbottom & Mottram
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
07912 387358
Longdendale Women’s Institute
01457 763319, 01457 766517

ETHEROW CENTRE
BROADBOTTOM
Providing sport and leisure activities
for people with disabilities.

Hire our large indoor arena.

Contact Claire Bibby

01457 763758

MOTTRAM COMMUNITY CENTRE
Church Brow, Mottram
• Two large halls and stage • kitchen
• soft outdoor play area
children’s parties,
meetings, etc.
Contact Janis Bond on

01457 763504
Mottram Parish Magazine
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Longdendale Neighbourhood Police
0161 856 9484
Tameside Police (non emergency)
0161 872 5050
Tameside Council
www.tameside.gov.uk
Councillor Janet Cooper
01457 763319
Longdendale Town Council
0161 342 2346
Member of Parliament
Jonathan Reynolds MP, 0161 367 8077
jonathan.reynolds.mp@parliament.uk
Tameside Local Studies & Archives
0161 342 4242
Hattersley Library, in the Hub
0161 342 2552
Friends of Mottram Parish Church
Ian Roebuck 01457 763179
The Magdalene Centre
Broadbottom
- see back cover.

Still open
during the
Coronavrus
crisis.
See page 5
of this magazine for more
information and contact details.
BROADBOTTOM
COMMUNITY CENTRE
Need to find a venue for an
event, a party or a regular
group activity?
Contact Mandy Pluck on 07967567420
Email Mandy.pluck@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.broadbottomvillage.com
May 2021 page 17

Contents
Inside front cover
Church Contacts
Page 1
Letter from the
PCC
Page 2
Letter from the
PCC (continued)
Page 3
Notice Board
Page 4
Notices Continued
Page 5
More Notices

Page 6
Church News (1)
Page 7
Church News (2)
Page 8
Church News (3)
Page 9
A letter from the
Tanzania Trust
Page 10
Holy Days
Page 11
From Chester
Diocesan News

Page 12
Cartoon
Page 13
Church Services
Page 14
Sunday School
Page 15
Registers &
Records
Page 16
Let’s Pray
Page 17
Community
Contacts

THE MAGDALENE CENTRE
After studying the government guidance, the
PCC felt that the Magdalene Centre could be
re-opened - for regular groups only - once
Stage Three of the Roadmap had commenced.
However, to avoid disappointment, we want
to be sure that the roadmap is going according to plan before
making any decision.
The PCC meets next on Thursday 20 May, and we will hopefully
be in a position at that meeting to set a re-opening date, and
decide what precautions need to be put in place to comply with
government advice at that time.

Contact Adam on
07984446074
Email
hiveyouth@hivenorth.co.uk
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