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COVER PICTURE 

What Our Lord Saw from the Cross  
‘Ce que voyait Notre-Seigneur sur la Croix’ was painted 
about 1890  by the French artist James Tissot (1836 -1902).The 
work is highly unusual for its portrayal of the Crucifixion of 
Jesus from the perspective of Jesus on the cross. The scene 
shows witnesses including Jesus' followers, participants and 
bystanders; of Jesus' own body only the feet can be seen, at 
the bottom of the picture.  

In 1882 James Tissot had returned to Paris following an 11-year 
sojourn as a successful painter of London society. He intended 
to produce a series of paintings of fashionable Parisian women, 
but in 1885, in the church of St Sulpice, he had a vision of Jesus 
tending to people in a ruined building.  

It was his Road to Damascus. He devoted the rest of his life to 
producing paintings about biblical events. This picture is part of 
his great series The Life of Jesus Christ. 

To prepare for this artistic effort Tissot travelled to the Middle 
East in 1886, 1889, and 1896 to make studies of the landscapes 
and cultures This would come to distinguish his work from   

contemporary Biblical art 
through its striving for accuracy 
rather than religious emotion.  

His series of 365 gouache     
illustrations of the life of Christ 
was shown to critical acclaim 
and enthusiastic audiences in 
Paris (1894–1895), London 
(1896) and New York (1898–
1899). 

In 1900 the entire series was 
bought by the Brooklyn       
Museum, New York. 

Mary Magdalene and the 
holy women at the tomb. 

James Tissot 
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A BOOK FOR LENT 
 

Every year, hundreds of millions of Catholic and Protestant Christians 
around the world celebrate Lent. For the 40 days between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter Sunday, observers devote themselves to     
fasting, prayer, study and acts of generous giving.  

Lots of people who might not be observant, also give something up. In 
2023, Country Living listed 32 ideas for what you might curtail, from 
“commenting on social media”, “road rage” and “ignoring your health” 
to “speeding”, “snacking” and “single-use plastic”.  

Archbishop Justin Welby has chosen a new book by British theologian 
Selina Stone as his annual recommendation for study in Lent. Entitled 
‘Tarry Awhile: Wisdom from Black Spirituality for People of Faith’, this 
selection speaks to the growing salience of Black spirituality globally, 
especially in regards to Christianity.  

The Archbishop’s Lenten book choice cordially redirects religious liter-
ary attention to the influence of Black spirituality in Anglican thought.  

A most intriguing aspect of this selection is what, for many, will be an 
infrequently used word in the title. “To tarry” is to linger in anticipa-
tion. In a Christian context, it is about waiting on God expectantly.  

“Tarrying gives us an opportunity to rest,” Welby writes in his       
foreword, “to see the realities of the world more clearly and to imagine 
more boldly what the world could be”.  

Stone, in her introduction, says the practice recognises “the inter-    
dependence of the individual and the community for encounter with 
God”. She exhorts her readers – whether tarrying, as a tradition, feels 
like home to them or is entirely new – to be open, as they wait for the 
justice and peace so sorely missing from the world.  

The Bible uses the word “tarry” at least 30 times. In particular, as 
Stone highlights, it is the word (in the King James Version) the Gospel 
of Matthew uses, when Jesus is in the garden of Gethsemane with his 
disciples. Overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death, he asks his 
disciples to, “tarry here and watch with me”. 

In a world where people are often encouraged to forsake relationship 
for productivity, perhaps all of us would do well to partake in a little 
more tarrying in our everyday lives. 

Christopher Wadibia   
Junior Research Fellow in Theology, University of Oxford  
(From ‘The Conversation’ www.theconversation.com   - under Creative Commons) 



 

 

Community Groups and Charities 
You can make use of our notice boards  - it’s free! 

Send your notice to the editor at  mandpbrown@protonmail.com 
 

Deadline for the April issue is Thursday 21 March. 
The magazine should be in church and online by Sunday 31 March. 
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Spotlight Meals 
 

Provides hot meals for the homeless in Greater Manchester and 
for local families in crisis due to loss of income.  For more infor-
mation and how to help - ring Christine (see below). 
 

The next collection of frozen meals will be 
Sunday  24 March 10.00am at the church gates. 
 

Please let Christine Brandreth know nearer the 
time if you are  going to bring any:   
ring 01457 238268. 
Thank you to everyone who contributes. 

NEXT CHURCH WALK 
 

Saturday 23 March      Holme / Digley Dam 

4 miles, led by Joan and Jean 01457 763292  

Meet 10.30am at the church gates. We car share so 
can offer a lift  to non-drivers.  

Everyone welcome (not just church goers)! 

As usual, please come prepared for all  
weathers with appropriate clothing,  
suitable footwear and a packed lunch. 
 

We collect a voluntary donation of £1  
per walk in aid of a chosen charity. 
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FRIENDS TO EMBARK ON ZIP LINE 
ADVENTURE FOR HOSPICE 

Four friends are gearing up for a day of thrills 
when they take on the world’s fastest zip line in 
aid of Willow Wood Hospice. 

Sue Lord, Julie Trickey, Nanette Backhouse and 
Alison Gough will rise to the challenge of    
speeding up to 100mph over Penrhyn Quarry in 

picturesque north Wales.  

Sue, Julie and Nanette are members of the Willow Wood Hospice 
Choir, which sings every Tuesday evening at the Hospice and holds 
fundraising events throughout the year.  

The ladies are in their 40s, 50s and 70s respectively and all live in and 
around the Tameside area.   

Sue already knows what to expect as she braved a zip line for the 
Hospice at the same site some 12 years ago.  

“It was awesome, just amazing,” she said. “I really enjoyed it. The 
whole experience was exhilarating and we all had a really good time.  

“I chatted to Sam, the Hospice’s Fundraising Manager, and suggested 
doing it again. I would highly recommend it to anyone. It’s organised 
as a package now, which is brilliant.”  

Sue – who worked at Willow Wood for 15 years in the finance depart-
ment and now volunteers since retiring 7 years ago – got her fellow 
team members on board, but the Hospice means so much to them all.  

“Julie has done an abseil from IKEA and danced at one of the Strictly 
events for the hospice,” Sue explained. 

“Nanette has volunteered in the gardens, and the zip line has been on 
Alison’s bucket list so she was keen to get involved too. 

“We just want to raise as much money as possible for Willow Wood 
whilst having lots of fun. We are really looking forward to it.”  

Save your used postage stamps for Willow Wood. 
There is a box for them at the back of church (tea corner). 
Please cut the stamps off, leaving about 1cm around each. 
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Book with Sandra or Dorothy in church 

Or ring Sandra on   07989 624637 

Or Dorothy on   07498 291 892 

 

MOTTRAM CHURCH 
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AND MORE NOTICES  

The  
Food 
Bank 
needs: 
 

Tinned fish        Tinned fruit  
 

UHT milk    Pasta sauce 

 

Steamed puddings  
 

Long-life Cake 
 

Long-life fruit juice or 
squash 
 
 

Bring your gifts to church 
and leave them in the box 
near the church door or 
leave them in the box at 
Tesco’s, Hattersley. 
 
 

Please pick up a leaflet in 
church if you are able to  
contribute  financially. 

 

For more information ring  
Pat  on 01457 861827 

 

The Holy Dusters 

are in church on Friday mornings  

9.30 - 11.30am. 

They could always use some help. 

Contact Jackie Smith on  07791 517468 for more info. 
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LAST BATCH OF NOTICES  

 

 Could this be for you?
Would you like to help on the Sound Desk?

 No technical knowledge 
necessary

 Just an attentive ear 
to know when to adjust 
the volume up and down

Speak to Tony or Barry 
for more information

 

From the East Branch of the Chester     
Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers. 

‘Many thanks for hosting the branch ringing 
event at Mottram last Saturday.  

‘They always were a fine peal of bells but 
now the work that's been done on them, together with the 
removal of the heating monstrosity in the ringing      
chamber, make for a very pleasurable experience.  

‘I know that you've lost several ringers from the band but 
hopefully you few remaining can keep the bells ringing.’  

Clive Calton  (East Cheshire Branch Secretary) 

 

New ringers always welcome.                                             
Interested in learning to handle a bell? Come along to 
our regular practice on Wednesday evening at 7.30pm  
and just see what it’s all about. (No pressure.) 

Please ring 01457 865278 beforehand to check that  
there are no changes. 



 

 

 

Adverts for items which are 
being offered free, or in        
exchange for a donation to 
church funds, should be sent to 
the editor - tel. 01457 865273  
or email 

mandpbrown@protonmail.com 
 

There is no charge for these. 

 
     

      Nu-Shu 
 

An independent family-run 
Shoe Shop 

Market Avenue 
 Ashton-under-Lyne  

 

      Grange Farm Feeds 
               On roundabout, end of M67 Mottram 

    Tel. 0161 368 3722 
 

For all your animal feeds and supplies from Hamster to Horse! 
Potatoes and new-laid eggs. 

Opening times  
Mon. 9am-5pm, Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. 10am-4pm, Sat. 9am-4pm 

 Local Businesses 
 
 
 
 

 

in your local Parish Magazine! 
Very reasonable yearly or one-off rates.  

Popular printed and online editions. 
Please contact the editor on  07999 355 941  or email 
mandpbrown@protonmail.com for more information. 

              Queen Interiors 
Repairs to 

Recliners, Settees,  
Chairs, Backs,   

Flat seats,                
Fixed upholstery 

Re-upholstery to 
Conservatory suites, 

Chairs, Stools,         
Dining seats,         

Caravan covers 

Curtains 

Making  
Shortening 
Mending 

20 years experience 

Tel. 07476352196      email queen.interiors29@gmail.com 



 

 

 

FRANK MASSEY & SON LTD 
 

Family Funeral Directors 
49 Mottram Road, Hyde, SK14 2NN 

 
 

Hyde’s longest established family-run funeral directors. 
Serving Hyde, Mottram and surrounding areas since 1903. 

 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans with Golden Charter 

 
 

Floral Tributes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
24-hour Personal Care and Attention 

Private Chapels of Rest 
 

 
 
 
 

www.frankmassey.co.uk 

Phone: 
0161 368 2565 

Mobile: 
07973 910557 



 

 

S. G. GILL 
Roofing, Pointing & General Building 

Specialists in High Level Structural Repairs 
Domestic, Industrial, Commercial  

& Church Maintenance 
Repair, Renovation & Restoration 

U.P.V.C. Fascias & Soffits - Gutter Cleaning 
All Chimney Guards & Vents Fitted To Chimney Stacks 

Moss Cleaned From Roofs 
Mobile: 07831 255 710 

             07519 236 751 
Email: sggillcontractors@hotmail.co.uk 

MIKE GREEN 
DECORATING 

 

Friendly Helpful Service • Top Quality Work 
         •Recommended by TMBC & Age UK 

        For a FREE quote ring 
0161 330 6890  or  07833 521168 



 

 

 

KNEEN ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 

Call Chris on 07814 553837 or 01457 763809 
 

Honest and reliable - complete rewires to a single plug 
No call out fee - Estimates given 

Full electrical Testing - Part P Registered - NAPIT member No. 7915 
 

www.kes-kneen.co.uk 

The Magdalene Centre 
Broadbottom SK14 6BB 

The Hall and Chancel 
The Hall is ideal for parties, concerts, events, 
worship, receptions, groups and classes.   

Features include... 

* Seating for 150 
* Tables for seating 100 
* Kitchen with hot water boiler, small stove, crockery and cutlery 
* Disabled toilets 
* Amplification system 
* Versatile lighting 
* Underfloor heating 

The Hall includes a raised carpeted chancel area, ideal as:   
a performance area for concerts, a ‘top table’ for dining events, a 
prayer or worship space or a ‘chill’ area. 
 

Bookings 
Contact Juliet Edwards,  

Magdalene Centre Manager: 

telephone 07828 931445  

email:  

julietedwards@mottramparish.org.uk 

 

The Church website is at 
www.mottramparish.org.uk 
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CHURCH NEWS (1) 

 

Quote of the Month 
 

The death of Christ was the most dreadful blow ever 
given to the empire of darkness.  

 William Plumer  

A request from the pastoral team. 

We visit the sick, the bereaved and the housebound, but             
unfortunately sometimes we do not know that someone  
is ill or in hospital.                                                           
Therefore we would appreciate your help. 

If you know of a congregation member who is ill or has 
been taken into hospital please could you inform one of 
us, either at church on Sunday morning or by telephone. 

Christine Brandreth 01457 238268 

Chris Kershaw        01457 765350 

The next PCC meeting will be on the 12th March. 

(This is not a scheduled meeting) 

 

Do you have any bright ideas for social events? 

If so, the Social Committee would be delighted 
to hear from you. 

Please phone Sandra on 07989 624637 

or Dorothy on 07498 291892   
(or speak to them in church) 
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CHURCH NEWS (2) - Tom Beaver 
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Tom Beaver  (continued) 

 
 

Tom Beaver lived in Mottram for over 63 years.  
Many of you will have known him.  
His wife Mildred worked at Mottram C of E school and they brought up  
their two daughters Susan and Julie in Mottram.  
 

Sadly, Tom passed away in October 2021.  
 

In 1991 following the death of his beloved wife Mildred, to try and cope with 
his grief and to raise money for Francis House Children’s Hospice, Tom 
walked on his own from Land’s End to John O’Groats.  
 

After each day’s walk he wrote an account of his adventures and encounters.  
 

After Tom’s death  his daughter Julie decided that his achievement should 
not be forgotten. To honour her father’s memory and endeavours Julie set 
about turning his daily journal into a book, which has now been published.  
 

For those of you who enjoy walking it may inspire you to do some of or even 
all of the journey. There may be others who cannot do the walk but this book 
can transport you through his writing to take the journey alongside him.  
 

All proceeds, every penny, from the book sales will go to Francis House 
Children’s Hospice.  
 

If you would like to purchase a book the cost is £9.95  
plus £3.49 postage.  
 

To order a book please  contact his daughter Julie on 07555604698.  
Or email   julieraghib@gmail.com 

 

THE JOURNAL OF TOM BEAVER 
 

One man’s journey from Land’s End to John O’Groats 
 

The story of his journey is taken from his own account,  
which he wrote at the end of each day. 

As you read it you get a sense that you are walking alongside him;  
seeing the things he saw and meeting the characters he met. 

His style of writing is informative and enjoyable and his story is told  
with humour and humility of spirit. 
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CHURCH NEWS (3) 

 

   St Barnabas, Hattersley  
 
 

         Every Wednesday  10.30am 
 

Holy Communion - a joint service  
with our friends and neighbours at  
St Barnabas Church,  
Hattersley Road East, Hattersley, SK14 3EQ. 

 

St Michael and All Angels 
Mottram 

Is open for visitors  

and private prayer 

Almost every Friday   

9.30 - 11.30 am 

 

To the congregation at St Michael’s 
Thank you for supporting the foodbank 
over many years.  

We would like to invite you to join us    for 
a Prayer Meeting for Foodbank. 

The aim is to thank God for the wonderful provision he has 
made for hungry people in Tameside over the last 10 years and 
to ask for his guidance and blessing for the  times ahead. We 
continue to face challenges - food distributed is 27% up on the 
year from April over the previous date. We want to continue to 
be a channel for the local church to express Christ's love to the 
local community.  

The meeting will be Tuesday 5th March 1.30pm                  

at St Barnabas Church, Hattersley Rd East, SK14 3EQ 
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Church Services  
All these services are at St Michael’s, Mottram 

 

Please note that 9.15am Early Communion  
is temporarily suspended.  
 
 

Sunday 3 March    3rd of Lent 
    10.30am  Holy Communion. 

 
 

Sunday 10 March    Mothering Sunday 

 

    10.30am  Holy Communion. 
 
 

Sunday 17 March    Passion Sunday 

 

    10.30am  Family Communion 
        and Baptism. 
 

Sunday 24 March    Palm Sunday 

 

    10.30am  Holy Communion. 
 
 

Thursday 28 March    Maundy Thursday 
    7pm  Holy Communion 

        with Foot Washing. 
 

Friday 29 March    Good Friday 

 

    10.30am - 12.00pm 

    The Good Friday Service will feature  
    reflections on the Crucifixion with   
    Hymns and Prayers      
 

Sunday 31 March    Easter Day 

 

    10.30am  Holy Communion. 
 
Sunday 7 April    2nd of Easter 
    10.30am  Holy Communion. 
 
 

Visitors who regularly take communion in their home church are 
welcome to join us at the table. 
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Parish Prayer Rota 
 March 2024 

 

Month by month, we 
invite you to pray with us 
for all the residents of the 
parish, asking for God’s 
blessing or healing touch 
wherever it is needed. 

‘ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Love your 
neighbour  
as yourself’’ 

Prayer Requests 
 

Our regular prayer group’s next 'virtual' 
meetings in our cyber prayer room are  
4th March  and 25th March 7.30 - 8.30pm 
 

Let us know what's on your mind, for your-
self, those you love, or for the world. Reply 
to our regular Facebook post and we'll      
include it in our prayers. 
 

If you would like to ask for a prayer -            
in complete confidence - email your request 
to  prayer@mottramparish.org.uk    
 

or contact Tony Kershaw by phone, text, 
email, Whatsapp or Messenger.  
 

tonykershaw@mottramparish.org.uk    
tel. 01457 765350  
 

We don't always get the answer we expect or 
want, but it's always good to share with God. 
He shared with us on the cross. 

    Let’s Pray 

 

Old Hall Lane 
Old Hall Close 
Hall Close 
Hall Drive 
Tollemache Close 
Tollemache Road 
Ash Close  
Elm Close  
Oak Close  
Four Lanes  

Let Nothing Disturb Thee 
 

Let nothing disturb thee,  
nothing affright thee; 
All things are passing;  
God never changeth’; 
Patient endurance 
Attaineth to all things; 
Who God possesseth 
In nothing is wanting 
Alone God sufficeth. 

 

By St Teresa of Avila 

A prayer for  

Mothering Sunday 

 

Thank you God for the love of  
our mothers: 
thank you God for their care 
and concern; 
thank you God for the joys they 
have shared with us; 
thank you God for the pains 
they have borne for us; 
thank you God for all that    
they give us; 
through Jesus Christ  
our Lord. 
 

Amen.  



 

 

Registers and Records 

Contacts for arranging thanks-
givings, baptisms, weddings, 
blessings and funerals can be 
found inside the front cover. 

 

Funerals 
and 

Interments  
of ashes 

 
 

Sunday 3 March 
Joan Ellis 
 

Thursday 14 March 
1.30pm 
Ian Roebuck 
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Flying  
The Flag 

 
 
Thursday 28 March 
In loving memory of my  
Peter (Redfern) 
 

Friday 1 March 
Y Ddraig  
Goch 
For all  
Welsh folk   
on  St David’s Day 

 

Thursday 14 March 
To celebrate and give 
thanks for the life of  
Ian Roebuck 

 

Sunday 31 March 
Christ is risen! 

 

St Michael’s flag is flown  for church festivals, community 
events, and special occasions.  
 

The flag can also be flown for your own special occasion such as 
anniversary, birthday, graduation, or in memory of a loved one.  
 

The dedication is recorded here in the magazine and on the  flag 
page of the website at www.mottramparish.org.uk 
 

We ask for a £15 donation, towards church funds. 
Contact Tony on 01457 765350 or email 
flag@mottramparish.org.uk 

Goodbye to our friends. 
May they rest in peace  

and rise in glory. 
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Not to be taken seriously... 
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MOTTRAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Church Brow, Mottram 

 

• Two large halls and stage • kitchen 
• soft outdoor play area  
Great for children’s parties, meetings, etc. 
To book: 
Ring 01457 763504 
(call screening in operation 
- please be patient) 
or email 
janisbond1@gmail.com 

 
Mottram Primary School 
01457 763368 
admin@mottram.tameside.sch.uk 
Broadbottom Primary School 
01457 762382 
admin@broadbottom.tameside.sch.uk 
Arundale Primary School 
01457 762328 
admin@arundale.tameside.sch.uk 
 
 

Broadbottom Pre-school 
01457 764423 
 

Broadbottom Brownies 
07884 006484 
Broadbottom & Mottram 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 
07912 387358 
 

 

Police - in emergency dial 999 
Non-emergency - dial 101 
 

Longdendale Neighbourhood Police  
0161 856 9484 
 

Tameside Police  
0161 872  5050 
 
 

Longdendale Councillors 
 

Gary Ferguson 07842 297520 
Jaqueline North 07517 680211 
Jaqueline Owen 07891 138943 
 
 
Member of Parliament 
Jonathan Reynolds MP 0161 367 8077 
jonathan.reynolds.mp@parliament.uk 
 
 
Tameside Local Studies & Archives 
0161 342 4242 
Hattersley Library, in the Hub 
0161 342 2552 
 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS IN MOTTRAM PARISH 

The Magdalene Centre  Broadbottom 
Available for hire - see adverts. 
 

Mottram Road Broadbottom 
SK14 6BB 
 

Phone 07828 931 445 
or email  magdalenecen-
tre@mottramparish.org.uk 

Tameside South &  
Longdendale Foodbank 

Here in the hard times 
St Barnabas Church  
Hattersley Road East 
Hattersley SK14 3EQ 
9.00 - 11.00am 
We operate on a referral system 
Please speak to/email/phone Louise: 
cfm@mottramparish.org.uk     
or ring    07721419866 

ETHEROW CENTRE 
BROADBOTTOM 

 

 Providing sport and leisure activities 
for people with disabilities. 

Our large indoor arena is for hire. 
contacts: Ted Bussell 

edward.bussell@btinternet.com 
  and Gwyn Davies 

davies.gwyn@aol.com  
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Our Parish Safeguarding Coordinator is:                                    
Claire Bibby  01457 763758  
 

If you are worried about a particular person or 
situation in connection with any church activity, 
ring Claire, or you can use a safe email address to report it; this 
email is checked daily, and can be accessed only by Claire.    
Contact:  safemottram@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Although we do not have a collection during the   
service, please remember that we rely on faithful 

giving to fund our mission in Mottram Parish. 
   The contactless cardreaderThe Collection Basket 

For more information about ways to help with the 
finances of the church, for instance: 
 Giving by standing order. 
 Remembering the church in your will. 
 Joining our finance team. 
Please speak to one of our churchwardens.  
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