
 

 
 

 

ST. MICHAEL  AND  ALL 

ANGELS  CHURCH 
 

MOTTRAM  IN  LONGDENDALE 

 

A  GRAFFITI  SURVEY 

  

 

 
 
 

 Surveying by the TAS team 

Tameside Archaeological Society Limited 

www.tas-archaeology.org.uk 
June 2020 

 

 

 

http://www.tas-archaeology.org.uk/


2 
Tameside Archaeological Society Limited 

 

CONTENTS 
 

                                                                                     Page 
 
1 Location 3 
 
2 Introduction 4  
  
3 Methodology 5 
 
4 Summaries 6 
 
5 Figures  59 
 
6 Plates 67 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
Tameside Archaeological Society Limited 

 

 
 

TAMESIDE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY LIMITED 
 

MOTTRAM CHURCH 
 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
Tameside Archaeological Society Limited 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Norfolk Medieval Graffiti Survey was nominated for the Archaeology Awards Research Project 
in 2017 after they had surveyed tens of thousands of graffiti elements in Norfolk churches. 
 
This survey has now been extended nationwide which is why Tameside Archaeology Society 
(TAS) was requested to perform the same survey in our area under the umbrella of the North West 
Historic Graffiti Survey across Greater Manchester. 
 

As St. Michael and all Angels Church in Mottram in Longdendale is one of the oldest churches in 
the area TAS approached the vicar to seek his permission to carry out the survey, this he agreed 
to.  
 
This survey is the result of occasional work over a three year period. 
 
The recorded graffiti encompasses the following items:- 
 
Marks made by the original stonemasons to identify which work was theirs for payment purposes. 
 
Compass drawn designs known as ‘daisy wheels’ and other designs made in the medieval period 
which were  believed to be protection marks from evil spirits.  
 
Also recorded were marks and drawings made both in the Victorian and modern era. 
 
We also included the gargoyles in this survey because, as well as serving as waterspouts, they 
were also designed to ward off evil spirits and protect the church. 
 
It is to be noted that the Church was changed from the original medieval building in the Victorian 
times but they reused the backs of many of the pews. 
 
 
 
 
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 
 
James Halstead - The vicar of St. Michael and all Angels Church who gave us permission to carry 

 out the survey. 

 
Tony Kershaw – Maintenance Team Leader and his wife Christine who made it possible to visit 

                   the church out of hours.  
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METHODOLOGY 
 
 
A training session was held at the Church in March 2017 to explain what graffiti was and how to 
identify and record the findings.  The Church was divided into zones with two to three members 
allocated to each zone. 
 
Surveys were carried out in May and September 2017, September 2018 and September 2019. 
 
The areas surveyed were the north aisle, the north door, the east and west naves, the tower, the 
tower roof and the south porch. 
 
A special photographic light box, light meters, torches and cameras were used to record the 
images which were later transcribed to drawings by using Inkscape.   
 
Some of the images though were difficult to photograph. 
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FIGURES: Using Inkscape software 
 
 
 
 

  

 

   

 
  

 

MOTTRAM CHURCH GRAFFITI – North Aisle 
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North Door Floor 
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MOTTRAM CHURCH GRAFFITI – Porch Door 

MOTTRAM CHURCH GRAFFITI – Nave  East End 
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MOTTRAM CHURCH GRAFFITI – Nave West End 
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PLATES : A full collection of all plates can be found on the enclosed disc. 
 
 
 

 
 

East window and pulpit 
 

 
 

Floor at north door 
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Back of porch door 
 
 

 
 
 

Pew opposite pew 44 – Seat back 
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Dot man – Opposite pew 51 
 

 
 

Circles on shelf - Opposite pew 50 
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Circles back pew - Nave west end 
 

 
 

Bird Pew 7 - Nave east end 
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Tower roof – John Rogers 1965 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Example of a Gargoyle 

         Gargoyle on bell tower 
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