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Contact Adam on 07984446074
Email hiveyouth@hivenorth.co.uk

Saturdays 10.00 - 1.00pm
Ages 6-11 | £20
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Magdalene Centre,
Broadbottom, SK14 6BB

Hire Prices:
Hall and Chancel - £12 per hour
Chapman Room - £9 per hour
The Whole Centre - £20 per hour

Parish Hall... Worship and Concert Space... School Room...
Function Room... Meeting Place... Community Resource…
...all rolled into one!

There will be no public gatherings at The Magdalene Centre for the duration of the corona
virus emergency but you may wish to keep a note of our advertisers’ contact details.
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~ a growing fellowship of believers ~
warm in welcome ~ reverent in worship ~ gracious in witness
and joyfully serving God and our community ~

We aim to be

See Page 2

OUR CHURCH IS REOPENING
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OUR MAIN SUNDAY WORSHIP IS AT 10.30am (See P 16)
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USEFUL CHURCH CONTACTS IN MOTTRAM PARISH

St. Michael & All Angels, Warhill, via Church Brow, Mottram, SK14 6JL

Churchwardens

Readers

David Russell 01457 765165
Dejan Melovic 07763962477

Churchwardens

the Church of England in Mottram Parish, serving the communities of
Mottram, Broadbottom and Hattersley East
together “seeking to know Christ and to make Christ known”

Mottram
Parish
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01457 763504

• Two large halls and stage • kitchen
• soft outdoor play area
children’s parties,
meetings, etc.
Contact Janis Bond on

Church Brow, Mottram

MOTTRAM COMMUNITY CENTRE

01457 763758

Contact Claire Bibby

Hire our large indoor arena.

Providing sport and leisure activities
for people with disabilities.

ETHEROW CENTRE
BROADBOTTOM

Longdendale Women’s Institute
01457 763319, 01457 766517

Mottram Brownies
07928 575865
Mottram Guides & Rainbows
07884 183129, 07921266168
Broadbottom Brownies
07884 006484
Broadbottom & Mottram
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
07912 387358

Longdendale Pre-school in Mottram
07594 640487
Broadbottom Pre-school
01457 764423

Mottram Primary School
01457 763368
admin@mottram.tameside.sch.uk
Broadbottom Primary School
01457 762382
admin@broadbottom.tameside.sch.uk
Arundale Primary School
01457 762328
admin@arundale.tameside.sch.uk
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Website: www.broadbottomvillage.com

Contact Mandy Pluck on 07967567420
Email Mandy.pluck@hotmail.co.uk

Need to find a venue for an
event, a party or a regular
group activity?

BROADBOTTOM
COMMUNITY CENTRE

Still open
during the
Coronavrus
crisis.
See page 4
of this magazine for more
information and contact details.

The Magdalene Centre
Broadbottom
- see back cover.

Friends of Mottram Parish Church
Ian Roebuck 01457 763179

Hattersley Library, in the Hub
0161 342 2552

Tameside Local Studies & Archives
0161 342 4242

Member of Parliament
Jonathan Reynolds MP, 0161 367 8077
jonathan.reynolds.mp@parliament.uk

Tameside Council
www.tameside.gov.uk
Councillor Janet Cooper
01457 763319
Longdendale Town Council
0161 342 2346

Longdendale Neighbourhood Police
0161 856 9484
Tameside Police (non emergency)
0161 872 5050

COMMUNITY CONTACTS IN MOTTRAM PARISH

12th Sunday after Pentecost
10.30am Morning Praise.

13th Sunday after Pentecost
10.30am Morning Praise.

Sunday 23rd August

Sunday 30th August
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Go to
https://www.churchofengland.org/
prayer-and-worship/join-us-servicedaily-prayer

A service of daily prayer is
available online from the
Church of England.

And to save you asking – yes, we are wearing Covid
masks, so please bring one. (A pattern and detailed
instructions for an environmentally-friendly DIY mask
are in July’s magazine at www.mottramparish.org.uk )

If you would like to attend please let Kate Best
know by the Thursday before each Sunday
service. Kate’s phone number is 01457 857248.

Seating in our church building has been arranged to
take account of safe social distancing. This means there
is a limit to the number that can attend and we have
put a ‘booking system’ in place.

11th Sunday after Pentecost
10.30am Morning Praise.

Sunday 16th August

St Michael and All Angels

Church Services

Mottram Parish Magazine
www.mottramparish.org.uk

With acknowledgements to Bob Dylan
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Stay safe
David and Dejan Churchwardens

God's commitment to us is as strong as He is eternally constant. The storms
of life are continually changing, but God remains the same. He is consistent
and reliable. He is our anchor. We can count on God . . .
because He never changes.

In this changing world we must remember that God’s ways are unchangeable
and His principles, written in Scripture, give us constant guidance as we
journey through life. His words and commands are timeless, they will last to
eternity. Isaiah puts it like this, "The grass withers, and the flowers fade, but
the word of our God stands forever" (Isaiah 40:8).

God has a plan, an unchangeable plan that existed at the beginning of
creation and remains the same today. And the good news is that we are all
part of His plan! Paul explains, "We are God's masterpiece. He has created us
anew in Christ Jesus, so that we can do the good things He planned for us
long ago" (Ephesians 2:10).

God never changes. The influences that cause change in our lives have no
effect on God. He will never be stronger or weaker. His knowledge and
wisdom will not increase or diminish. God does not compromise or change His
values. Life and its uncertainties may affect us, but God, our Rock of Ages,
remains the same. If we cling to Him, His strength will sustain us.

It seems that change in inevitable. A long time ago the Greek philosopher
Heraclitus wrote “The only thing constant is change.” But was he right? Surely
there must be some things that remain constant. After all, time constantly
marches on and the planets constantly orbit the sun just as they did in our
childhood. And then, of course, there’s God.

Gradually we grew from being children to being adults, and over the years our
friendships changed, our relationships changed, our interests and opinions
changed, the world changed. Children today live in a world that adults, in
their own childhood, could probably never have imagined. They have grown
up with computers and the internet, mobile phones and apps, satellite
television and so on. There is more traffic on the roads now than ever before
and holidays abroad have become the norm. There have been tremendous
advances in medical science and care, but there has also been an increase in
muggings, stabbings and acts of terrorism. Clearly some changes have been
beneficial whilst others have been the exact opposite. What effect has this
had on society; are we, children and adults alike, more content?

If you are of a certain age you may recognise the title of this letter. But whatever age you are think back to your childhood. Do you remember your schooldays, the things you did, your friends, your interests?

The Times They Are A-changin’

The Churchwardens Write
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See also Page 5

And to save you asking – yes, we are wearing Covid
masks, so please bring one. (Pattern and detailed
instructions for environmentally-friendly DIY mask
in July’s magazine at www.mottramparish.org.uk )

IT’S GOOD TO BE BACK !!!

Would you like a flag flying
for a special occasion or
anniversary, or just to say
‘thank you’?
Contact Tony Kershaw on
01457 765350 or
flag@mottramparish.org.uk

Saturday 18 July 2020
Golden Wedding
Anniversary of
Alan and Jenny Smith
_____________

Wednesday 16 July
In Loving Memory of
Anne Johnson

Flag
Flying

Contacts for arranging baptisms,
thanksgivings, weddings,
wedding blessings and funerals
can be found inside the front
cover.
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“Love your neighbour
as yourself”

Arundale Grove

Arundale Close

Costobadie Way

Costobadie Close

Kennedy Square

Manley Grove

John Kennedy Gardens

John Kennedy Road

Ford Grove

Atherton Grove

Atherton Ave
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Month by month, we invite you
to pray with us for all the
residents of the parish, asking
for God’s blessing or healing
touch wherever it is needed.

Parish Prayer Rota

Registers and Records

Seating in our church building has been arranged to
take account of safe social distancing. This means
there is a limit to the number that can attend and
we have put a “booking system” in place. If you
would like to attend please let Kate Best know by
the Thursday before each Sunday service. Kate’s
phone number is 01457 857248.

We will reopen for our 10.30am Sunday services
starting on 16th August. Initially these will be along
the lines of Morning Praise, not Holy Communion,
and will be only at 10.30am – we will remain shut
for the 8.30am service.

AT LAST, SOME GOOD NEWS
OUR CHURCH IS REOPENING

You can still let people hear about your work on our notice boards - it’s free!
Contact the magazine editor - details inside the front cover.
Deadline for the September issue is Monday 24th August.
The magazine will be published on Sunday 30th August.

Community Groups and Charities

NOTICE BOARD
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Collect for Sunday 2nd August
Trinity 8
Almighty Lord and everlasting God,
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern
both our hearts and bodies
in the ways of your laws
and the works of your commandments;
that through your most mighty protection,
both here and ever,
we may be preserved in body and soul;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever,
one God, now and for ever
Amen

By Daphne Kitching

Lord, send us your Spirit,
Open our eyes,
Open your word
To truly be a lamp to our feet
And a light for our path,
Lord, show us Jesus
In every word,
That we might come to him
And have life.

We go to church,
Study the scriptures Wonderful words in so many forms,
Historic, prophetic
Poetic and dignified,
But meaningless
Without the light of the Spirit
Who inspired them,
Light to bring revelation
Of the one who inhabits the words,
Who is the Word.

Mottram Parish Magazine
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Please join with Bryan and
Kath, in thanks for prayers
answered. He has had a
small operation, which was
successful, and is now back
at home.

(from Brian Seaborn)

Please pray for the vicar of
St. Hilda's Church in
Audenshaw. Father John
Kershaw is very ill with
pancreatic cancer and is in
a lot of pain.

Living Scripture (Jn5:36b-end, Ps 119:105)

Let’s Pray
(CONTINUED)

Mottram Parish Magazine

The Parish website is at
www.mottramparish.org.uk

If you know someone who has no internet
and would like a paper copy of the
magazine please let me know and I will
print one and organise delivery (Polly editor - contact details inside front cover)

You can sign up for a regular e-news
bulletin at
https://mottramparish.org.uk/
intouch/mailing

We hope to have the August Parish
Magazine available in church for the
service on Sunday 16th August. We will
continue to produce the magazine each
month and publish it online. It can be
read, downloaded and printed from the
parish website at
www.mottramparish.org.uk
There will also be an extra ‘Lockdown
Supplement’ each month, with a
miscellany of puzzles, poems, cartoons,
suggestions and news.

Parish Magazine

NOTICES
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All requests are held in strict
confidence and are not shared
outside the prayer group.

or you can telephone
Allen Standeven 01457 857331
or Tony Kershaw 01457 765350

prayergroup@mottramparish.org.uk

Please send any personal prayer
requests by email to:

The monthly prayer meeting at
Betty Gadd's home, and the
weekly meeting in church have
been amalgamated, and are now
taking the form of fortnightly
'virtual' prayer group meetings
in cyberspace!

Prayer Groups

(CONTINUED AGAIN)

Food bank - ring 03337721926 or visit

i

Mottram Parish Magazine
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Anyone needing a Priest contact Rev. Denise
on 0161 368 2795 or 07736523168.

August 2020 page 4
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i

For anyone who needs to talk there is the Silver Cord network see next page.

i

https://tamesidesouthlongdendale.foodbank.org.uk/

For help with collecting prescriptions, shopping, etc. ring
the Mottram/Hattersley support number 0333 772 1759
(cost of a local call). See also page 5.

i

Support during Lockdown

In the last five years, food bank use in the
Trussell Trust network of foodbanks has
increased by 73%.

There is a box at Tesco, Hattersley for donations of groceries.
Donations of money can be made at
https://www.givey.com/
tamesidesouthlongdendalefoodbankltd

Between 1 April 2018 and 31 March 2019, the Trussell Trust’s food
bank network distributed 1.6 million three-day emergency food
supplies to people in crisis. More than half a million went to children.

Foodbank Centres opening times
Hattersley Baptist Church
Melandra Crescent, Hattersley SK14 3RB
Fridays 14:00 - 15:00
St Mary's Church Hollingworth
Market St, Hollingworth SK14 8NE
Mondays 11:00 - 12:00

Hattersley Baptist Church
Melandra Crescent, Hattersley, SK14 3RB
PHONE 07901 786905
WEBSITE http://tamesidesouthlongdendale.foodbank.org.uk
EMAIL info@tamesidesouthlongdendale.foodbank.org.uk

Tameside South & Longdendale Foodbank

NOTICES
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With the news that
GPs in some areas of
England are going to
prescribe cycling,
here are a few ideas
from cartoonist
Dave Walker.
CartoonChurch.com

The team had promised to mow the churchyard religiously
once a fortnight.

Cartoon Corner
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The churchyard
may have been
looking a little
unkempt recently.
However, it’s all
in hand...

August 2020 page 12
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See the full World Watch List at www.opendoorsuk.org
N. Korea, Afghanistan, Somalia, Libya, Pakistan, Eritrea, Sudan, Yemen, Iran,
India, Syria, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Maldives, Iraq, Egypt, Algeria, China…

Thank you so much for your letters and prayers. For persecuted Christians
going through dark and difficult times, your messages of support are a source
of hope and encouragement.

You can also send letters or emails to let persecuted Christians know that
they are not forgotten.
For inspiration and guidance as you write, there are simple letter-writing
guidelines at www.opendoorsuk.org You may also use our additional
resources to help you write your letter, including designs to colour in and
complete. See the OpenDoors website for the latest letter-writing campaigns.

Your actions can bring the voice of our
persecuted family to the ears of some of the
most powerful people in the world. Our
brothers’ and sisters’ voices were ignored.
Now they are heard in the corridors of power. Thank you for all that you are
doing. Here you can take the latest action, sign up for emails – or see the
impact of recent campaigns. Emails are the best way to keep up with
progress on campaigns, fuel your prayers and take the latest actions.
Contact us on advocacy@opendoorsuk.org

Wake up the world!

Yet Prison Fellowship itself is struggling, as donations have inevitably
plummeted due to Covid-19. If you can help, please go to:
https://prisonfellowship.org.uk/insight/

He goes on: “Most Prison Fellowship volunteers are not currently allowed into
prison, and we feel the loss of that 'ministry of presence' as an organisation.
Yet we are not passive! We know that soon our programmes and that loving
presence of our volunteers - showing Christ’s love in a thousand small ways will be more essential than ever.”

Though such lockdown has been essential for the protection of both staff and
prisoners against the coronavirus, it has had the effect, says Peter Holloway,
CEO of Prison Fellowship, of creating for the prisoners “a much harsher
sentence” than they would normally have had.

Prison Fellowship has reminded its supporters of the hardships facing
prisoners during coronavirus. Many prisoners have had to spend nearly 23
hours a day in their cells.

Still helping our prisoners

Prison Fellowship needs support more than ever, as it seeks to help those in
desperate need…

Can You Help?
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Both of our church buildings are being visited regularly, for
security and safety checks. But while you're on your permitted
daily exercise, do drop by St. Michael's and the Magdalene
Centre, and help us to keep an eye on them. You can report
any problems you notice to Tony Kershaw 01457 765350.

Call Daily Hope on: 0800 804 8044

The Church of England has
developed a
telephone service for
those unable to easily
access the internet.
Daily Hope is a free
national phone line,
available 24 hours a day and is a simple new way to bring
worship and prayer into people’s homes while church
buildings are closed because of the coronavirus.
It offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full
worship services at the end of a telephone line.

You can see who it is flying for by visiting the flag page on the parish
website at www.mottramparish.org.uk

The cost is £15, which goes towards the upkeep of the building and
the work of the church.

If you would like the church flag to be dedicated to someone you care
about, or to mark an anniversary, then please contact Tony Kershaw
on 01457 765350 or flag@mottramparish.org.uk
or https://www.mottramparish.org.uk/occasions/flag
We will fly the flag and put the dedication on the flag page
(Registers and Records).

For the duration of the coronavirus emergency, we
will keep the flag flying as a visible sign of hope
and love for our local community.

We normally fly the flag for special occasions.

Flying the Flag

Mottram Parish Magazine
www.mottramparish.org.uk
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(continued on next page)

One church reported “We’ve had a huge number of hits, many more
than the number of people in church on a Sunday, connecting with
people who would not come to a regular service.”
The report analyses who is responding and detects groups ranging
from friends and family of church members, to the housebound with
links to the church, people linked by christenings, weddings or

The authors, who devised the popular ‘Everybody Welcome’ course
published by Church House Publishing, include feedback from
churches experiencing increased numbers of people logging in for
online services, both live and recorded.

Bishop of Sheffield Pete Wilcox described the 26-page report as “An
astonishingly thorough and perceptive overview of online church.”

“Most churches going online have discovered that far more people are
accessing their services than ever came to the building. What seemed
initially to be a devastating blow to churches may actually generate
growth.”

The authors, Bob Jackson and George Fisher, say “The Government
has shut our ‘Odeons’ down, so in response we have stumbled into
‘Homespun Netflix’ and it’s looking promising.

“In the 1950s, the Odeon was okay, but then along came consumer
choice, individualism and crowded complex lifestyles. Then came TV
film channels, and now Netflix, Prime and others, where you can
watch whatever you want, whenever you want, wherever you are, on
whatever you’ve got.”

‘Everyone Welcome Online’ looks at the lockdown’s impact on
churches and concludes, “Last month we were the Odeon, today we
are Netflix.

The Covid-19 pandemic has “propelled the Church into the
contemporary world,” says a new report from CPAS, an Anglican
evangelical mission agency working with UK and Irish churches.
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The former ‘Red & Hot Buffet’
Chinese restaurant on Nelson Street
in Rochdale will be converted into a
dynamic new church.

Mottram Parish Magazine
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St Werburgh's Church on Wilbraham Rd in
Chorlton will become the Chorlton
Resource Church in the autumn.
Revd James Neal is leading the Chorlton
venture.

The Church of the Ascension in Hulme
will become a hub church in partnership with St Martin-in-the-Fields and
the HeartEdge Network.
Revd Azariah France-Williams will be
fronting the Hulme project.

Debbie Clinton, Director of Renewal and Reform for the Church of England,
said: “The range of work outlined in these projects is a measure of the
Church of England’s commitment to all areas of the country – including
some of the most deprived urban communities. Our churches are sharing
the love of Jesus Christ and bringing the good news of the gospel through
spiritual and pastoral support to people as well as practical action.”

The awards have been announced as many areas of the country particularly the most deprived communities – cope with the impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The Strategic Development Funding (SDF) grants have been awarded as
part of the Church of England’s programme of Renewal and Reform, aimed
at ensuring that the Church of England once more becomes a growing
church for all people in all areas of the country.

There will also be funding to invest in mission and evangelism in Milton
Keynes, High Wycombe, Reading, Slough, Southampton and Bournemouth.

A £1.37 million grant will be used to help support the development of more
than 140 lay people to act as community evangelists in Middlesbrough,
Hull, Scarborough, Redcar & Cleveland and Bridlington.

Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts,
and a former communications director for the CofE. writes:

Pandemic ‘transforms the Church into Netflix’

CofE News (continued)

From ‘Parish Pump’

Mottram Parish Magazine
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(continued on P. 11))

In Newham, east London, £3 million has been awarded to expand mission
work in West Ham and other areas of the borough for new congregations
and centres of evangelism. The funding would include work on projects to
tackle issues such as homelessness, hunger and drug abuse.

In Liverpool Diocese, £4.61 million has been awarded to develop mission
to 11-29 year olds in Liverpool and Wigan.

In Birmingham, a grant is to be shared for mission and evangelism work
by St Mary’s Church Pype Hayes in the Aston and Sutton Coldfield areas
and a planned new church in Shirley. Services such as a food bank and a
youth drop-in would be provided at St Mary’s and a community café and
support for first time parents in Shirley.

The Rochdale and Manchester projects are located in some of the most
deprived communities in the country and, will provide a range of social
action including support for parents and children, and volunteer programmes working in areas such as dependency on drugs and alcohol,
and street outreach for homeless people.

In Manchester and Rochdale £5 million has been awarded for projects to
develop new church communities, including a revamp of the Ascension
Church in Hulme to include a venue for music and arts activities such as
gospel choirs.

The shops will host ‘Communities of Hope’, centres where people can
explore the Christian faith. The centres will include social projects from
food banks to community cafes, budget cookery classes and help with job
hunting including CV writing and literacy and numeracy support.

In the North East, £4 million has been awarded for mission and evangelism in South Tyneside, Sunderland, Hartlepool, Easington and Stocktonon-Tees areas with plans to lease empty high street shops in some
towns.

Awards have been made by the Archbishops’ Council to fund mission and
evangelism in towns and cities alongside social action projects, from
support for new parents to community cafes and food banks.

A funding package worth £24 million has been announced by Church of
England to help spread the Christian message in urban and deprived
areas.

The Church of England awards £24 million in grants to spread the
Christian faith in towns and cities.

CofE News
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www.mottramparish.org.uk

https://youtu.be/ZYrL9ea1XUg

Listen to it at

Thanks to Betty Gadd for this link to a
brilliant rendition of 'It is well with my
soul', from Acapeldridge.
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Articles, quizzes, puzzles, suggestions, links and bright ideas always
welcome - please send to the editor - contact details inside front
cover.

Thanks to everyone who has sent photos to the Parish Lockdown
Album - have a look at them here www.mottramparish.org.uk/photos
and please keep them coming - just email your efforts to Tony at
photos@mottramparish.org.uk

Thank you to Graham & Brenda Roberts for the fiendish Football Clubs
and Olympic Cities Quizzes in the July Lockdown supplement.

The ‘Everyone Welcome Online’ report can be accessed free at:
https://www.cpas.org.uk/church-resources/understanding-christianleadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-welcome-online/
#.Xs-E7UBFxPY

One church reported: “One previously non-churchgoer said that
online she felt comfortable, fully part of the service and so more welcomed than if she had been in the building unsure of how to behave.”

People are finding it easier to access church online because they can
join in the services without feeling concerned about ‘doing the wrong
thing’ – like standing or sitting at the ‘wrong’ time – they don’t have
to enter a strange building and meet new people and they can access
the services at a time that suits them.

The authors encourage churches to make contact with people who are
‘dropping in’ to the services, suggesting “Contact as many people as
you can to say hello and how nice it was to see them connect with the
church, and ask how they are and how the church can help them.”

funerals, people who have moved away, occasional churchgoers and
people who have found the church through a denominational or
diocesan link.

From Parish Pump (continued)
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Bunyan died on 31st August
1688. His portrayal of the
death of Mr Valiant-ForTruth is Bunyan at his
allegorical best. This brave
old soldier of Jesus Christ
had received his summons
to ‘go home.’ Calling his
friends together he says,
‘“My sword I give to him
who shall succeed me in my
pilgrimage … My marks
and scars I carry with me, to
be a witness for me, that I
have fought His battles,
Who will now be my
rewarder.” … So he passed
over, and all the trumpets
sounded for him on the
other side...’
Mottram Parish Magazine
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(Article, slightly edited, from Parish Pump)

Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory, using the names of people and places from the Bible to
teach spiritual lessons. The vivid and unforgettable imagery in the Pilgrim’s Progress
covers the whole Christian gospel from sin and condemnation all the way through faith,
repentance, grace, justification, sanctification, and perseverance to heaven itself.

Bunyan became a popular preacher, but because of his opposition to the
Established Church and because he did not have a Church of England preaching licence,
he was imprisoned in 1661. It was in prison that he wrote Pilgrim’s Progress. It was not
only Bunyan’s greatest book, but was destined to become one of the most popular
Christian books in the world.

Bunyan was born on 28 November 1628, at Elstow, nr. Bedford, of a poor family. He had
little formal education and his father taught him to be a metal worker. His first wife died
young. His second wife, Elizabeth, helped him considerably with his blossoming literary
career. His conversion was the result of reading the Bible, and the witness of local
Christians. From that time the Bible became the great inspiration of his life. A Baptist by
conviction, he had little time for the Established Church of his era.

Names of people and places from its pages have been commonplace wherever English is
spoken. We need only recall Mr Great-Heart, Giant Despair, Madame Bubble, the Slough
of Despond, Vanity Fair, the Hill Difficulty and the Celestial City.

After the Bible, John Bunyan’s wonderful Christian allegory, Pilgrim’s Progress, is one of
the most celebrated and widely-read books in the English language. It has been
translated into more than 100 languages around the world and keeps its place as a
Christian classic.

Pilgrim’s Progress
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Mothers’ Union is a global Christian movement working with people of all
faiths and none to develop communities, strengthen
families and advocate for change. Find out more at

By 1892, there were 60,000 members in 28 dioceses, and by 1900 there were
169,000 members. By the time Mary died in 1921, she had seen MU cross the
seas and become an international organisation of prayer and good purpose.

For 11 years, the Mothers’ Union was limited to Old Alresford. Then in 1885
the Bishop of Newcastle invited Mary to address the women churchgoers of
the Portsmouth Church Congress, some 20 miles away. Mary gave a passionate speech about the poor state of national morality, and the vital need for
women to use their vocation as mothers to change the nation for the better. A
number of the women present went back to their parishes to found mothers'
meetings on Sumner's pattern. The Mothers’ Union began to spread.

When in 1876 Mary’s eldest daughter Margaret, gave birth, Mary remembered
how difficult she had found the burden of motherhood. She decided to hold a
meeting to which she invited the local women not only of her own class, but
also all the village mothers. Her aim was to find out if women could be
brought together to offer each other prayer and mutual support in their roles
as wives and mothers. That meeting at Old Alresford Rectory was the
inaugural meeting of the Mothers’ Union.

Mary was educated at home, spoke three foreign languages, and sang well. In
her late teens, on a visit to Rome she met George Sumner, a son of the
Bishop of Winchester. It was a well-connected family: George’s uncle
became Archbishop of Canterbury, and William Wilberforce was a relation.
Mary and George married in 1848, soon after his ordination. They moved to
Old Alresford and had three children. Mary dedicated herself to her children
and to supporting her husband’s ministry with music and Bible classes.

Mary was born in 1828 in Swinton, near Manchester.
Mary’s father, Thomas Heywood, was a banker and
historian. Her mother has been described as a woman
of “faith, charm and sympathy” – qualities which Mary certainly inherited. Mrs
Heywood also held informal ‘mothers’ meetings’ at her home, to encourage
local women. Those meetings may well have inspired Mary’s later work.

The Mothers’ Union is now nearly 145 years old. It has
accomplished a staggering amount in that time, and
now numbers more than four million members, doing
good work in 83 countries. That is a far cry from the
modest circle of prayer for mothers which is how it all
began with a rector’s wife, Mary Sumner.

9th August - the Church of England remembers
Mary Sumner – founder of the Mothers’ Union.

High Days & Holy Days - Mary Sumner Day

www.kes-kneen.co.uk

Full electrical Testing - Part P Registered - NAPIT member No. 7915

Call Chris on 07814 553837 or 01457 763809
Honest and reliable - complete rewires to a single plug
No call out fee - Estimates given

KNEEN ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Ring Terry on: 01457 766550

TRADITIONAL PLASTERERS AND SCREEDERS
Friendly Informed Advice Freely Given
Free Estimates
Local Family Business - Est. 1976

T. BROOKES & SONS

Friendly Helpful Service • Top Quality Work
•Recommended by TMBC & Age UK
For a FREE quote ring
0161 330 6890 or 07833 521168

DECORATING

MIKE GREEN

302512

Opening hours: Wed. - Sat. 10.30am - 4.30pm, Sun. 11.30am - 4pm.
Tel. 01457 764434 Facebook /LymefieldCraftCentre

Lymefield, Broadbottom SK14 6AG

Pop along and have a browse!

Affordable & locally made:
Original artwork
Jewellery
Crafts
Greetings cards
and more!

Gallery & Tearoom

Alterations undertaken
Also - for dogs - bespoke coats and accessories!
(Viewing out-of hours by arrangement -

Fabulous Fashion, Jewellery, Bags

Tel. 01457 737272

33 Broadbottom Road, Mottram SK14 6JD

Jayga Design

Please contact Social Secretary Tracy Woolley
Tel: 0161 406 9205 or mobile: 07962 070013
Web:www.mottramcricketclub.co.uk
Email: sbf13@sky.com

Facilities available for Birthday Parties (21st etc)
Christenings, Wedding Receptions & Funerals.
Room Hire also available

Join us on match days during the season

Mottram Cricket Club

Offer general legal services to the Glossop and Longdendale community

65 High Street West, Glossop
Tel: 01457 854645
Fax: 01457 854640
Web: www.awandco.co.uk Email: rec@awandco.co.uk

Solicitors and Notary

A SPINALL W RIGHT

Tel. 0161 303 8008

Telephone Home: 0161 681 1211
Mobile: 07831 255710
Email: sggillcontractors@hotmail.co.uk

Moss Cleaned From Roofs

All Chimney Guards & Vents Fitted To Chimney Stacks

Roofing, Pointing & General Building
Specialists in High Level Structural Repairs
Domestic, Industrial, Commercial
& Church Maintenance
Repair, Renovation & Restoration
U.P.V.C. Fascias & Soffits - Gutter Cleaning

S. G. GILL

www.gjswm.org

Mortgage Advisers │ Critical Illness │ Investments
Business Protection │ Private Medical Insurance
Protection │ Financial Planning │ Estate Planning
Savings │ Pensions │ Annuities │ ISA

Mobile:
07973 910557

www.frankmassey.co.uk

Phone:
0161 368 2565

24-hour Personal Care and Attention
Private Chapels of Rest

Floral Tributes

Pre-paid Funeral Plans with Golden Charter

Hyde’s longest established family-run funeral directors.
Serving Hyde, Mottram and surrounding areas since 1903.

Family Funeral Directors
49 Mottram Road, Hyde, SK14 2NN

FRANK MASSEY & SON LTD

