
 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

Blackberries are starting to ripen ï at last! Walking round the village over the last couple of months, I have 

been intently staring at the brambles around the local lanes and footpaths keenly watching white flowers 

appear, then tiny green berries, slowly turning red, and now - mouth watering plump rich dark fruit, just ripe 

for the picking. There is now a satisfying stock in the freezer. Bags of sugar are on standby, along with a 

ready supply of jars; the preserving pans will come out of the cupboard just as soon as I can get myself 

organised.   

Patience has never been one of my strong points, ñnever put off until tomorrow what you can do todayò 

being something drummed into me since school days, but patience was needed in abundance, waiting for 

nature to take its course where the brambles were concerned. They were not to be hurried, nor messed 

around with. Curious how brambles and nettles seem to grow closely intertwined. As I reached out hungrily 

to pick the juiciest fruits just out of armôs reach, I failed to observe nettles hiding in plain sight just in front 

of them, until my bare arm caught on them, and the sting told me they were there. My right arm was covered 

in angry red blotches by the time I came home (my husband had suggested I wore something with long 

sleeves, but that advice fell on deaf ears!) Patience, and paying attention, might have saved unnecessary 

pain, but the tingling sensation soon wore off, and the sight of the freshly washed berries in a bowl on the 

kitchen bench was worth the effort. 

And itôs not just the blackberries; the hedgerows have provided a good crop of Mirabelleôs and Greengages, 

and I am eyeing up a crop of Apples that is coming along nicely in the orchard. There is something very 

satisfying about finding food growing wild that makes it taste better than buying it in the supermarket.  

It is that wonderful time of year, when the fruits of the harvest are ripening not only in the hedgerows, but in 

the fields around us. The patience and skill of the farmers ï and anyone growing their own fruit and veg - 

are beyond me. There is only so much human intervention can do; it takes time, patience, the right weather 

and growing conditions to produce the best results. Itôs sad to see that human intervention can also get it so 

very wrong at times, and we increasingly see the effects of man- made climate change in the world around 

us.  
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Looking at the new shoots on the bramble bushes, their leaves and tendrils a brighter fresher shade of green 

than the older stock, I could not help noticing the way they reach out in the direction of the sunlight, the  

new growth holding out its arms with the promise of new fruit in years to come. I hope and pray we can 

better practise our stewardship of Godôs creation moving forward, so that future generations can enjoy the 

bounteous goodness all around us.  

The hymn writer Matthias Claudius sums it up so beautifully in the words of the traditional harvest hymn 

ñé He only is the maker of all things near and far, he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star; 

he fills the earth with beauty, by him the birds are fed, much more to us, his children, he gives our daily 

bread. All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all 

his love.ò And with that thought in my mind, I say Amen to that, as I put my shoes on, take a bowl out of the 

cupboard, and set out to see what wonderful goodies the hedgerows will offer up next.  

 

Susan Heads 

 

 

Bishop Simon in Ash & Ridley to Speak About Everyday Faith 
 

Bishop Simon will be visiting Ash and Ridley on Sunday 12th September to preach about 

Everyday Faith, and to anoint those who would like it for the task. Please do mark this 

exciting visit in your diary, and come to hear him at 9.00 am at Ridley or 10.30 am at Ash 

(please note the change of time for the Ash service.) 
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SERVICES AT ST. PETER & ST. PAULôS ASH 

  

     Time   Type of Service   When 
    8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion(BCP)          2nd & 4th Sunday in the month 
    8.00 a.m.          Morning Prayer(BCP)   1st  & 3rd Sundays 
    9.00 a.m.          Morning Prayer     Every Tuesday & Thursday 
  10.00 a.m.  Holy Communion (CW)            2nd & 4th Sundays 
  10.00 a.m.  Morning Prayer (CW)   1st Sunday in the month 

 10.00 a.m.  All Together             3rd Sunday in the month 
  10.00 a.m.          Morning Prayer (CW)             5th  Sunday in the month  

  
  

SERVICES AT ST. PETERôS RIDLEY 
  

    Time   Type of Service   When 
    9.00 a.m.           Holy Communion (CW)             3rd Sunday in the month  
    9.00 a.m.    Morning Prayer (CW)     1st, 2nd  & 4th Sunday in the month 
   9.00 a.m.   Special Service    5th  Sunday in the month 
    9.00 a.m.          Time for Prayer   Every Friday 
 



News from Ridley 

 

On Sunday 4th July St Peter's Church Ridley welcomed Archdeacon Andy Wooding-Jones. 

The service was well attended and held outside. God showed his almighty sense of humour 

when the rain stopped just as the service started. We enjoyed singing with great enthusiasm 

and heard a wonderful sermon based onô thank youô shared by the archdeacon. 

We also said a very big thank you to Andy Wishart for his service as warden for over 30 

years and of course to Dorie for her support of him and her work in the church. We wish 

them God's blessings in their retirement. 

 

 

Praise in Prose 

On Sunday 21st August we held a wonderful informal service with 4 people sharing a poem 

or reading and telling us what it meant to them. We hope to do something similar on the 4th 

Sunday in October. If you would like to know more, please contact one of the wardens at 

Ridley. 

Tricia Carr  
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             St Peter & St Paul, Ash is a 

 

ECO CHALLENGE  

SEPTEMBER 

For our Ecochurch challenge this month why not try one or more of the Creationtide 

webinars: 

FOREST CHURCH     Monday 13th September, 4-5pm 

Many people say that their more profound encounters with God occur outside, as they engage with Godôs 

creation. Forest Church takes this as the starting point for worship, gathering outdoors, with engagement 

with nature at the heart of our prayer. This webinar will cover the ówhyô, ówhatô and óhowô of Forest Church. 

THEOLOGY OF CLIMATE CHANGE   Tuesday 21st September, 12-1pm 

Our practical efforts to combat climate change are undergirded by our theology - a belief in a creator God 

and a hunger and thirst for righteousness, whilst our ability to connect the 'ecological crisis' to our faith is 

helpful in terms of evangelism and pastoral care. 

In this webinar, we consider the theological resources at our disposal and how we might constructively 

reflect on the context of the Anthropocene from a variety of starting places. 

LET ALL CREATION SING     Monday 27th September, 4-5pm 

Vicky Johnson oversees the worship, liturgy and music at the majestic York Minster. In this webinar, she 

will enable us to bring together God's beautiful creation and our worship and prayers. 

CLIMATE ACTION IS MISSION    Thursday 30th September, 12-1pm 

This webinar explores how climate action fits with all five Marks of Mission, and inspires us to see how this 

can be part of your church's mission outreach. 

All these are free to join and information on how to register is in the August Rochester 

Diocese Digest or on the Church of England website. 

If Ash Church is to convert its bronze Ecochurch award into a silver accreditation we will all 

need to play our part, so these webinars will help to provide some ideas for future activities. 
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https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=0b375b1912f2d9f546f580f63&id=6a80547475
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=0b375b1912f2d9f546f580f63&id=6a80547475
http://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/season-creation
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/


 

 

 

The Diocesan Fellowship of Pray-ers 
 

Invite you to a  

QUIET  DAY 
on 

Saturday 11th September 
9.30am for 10am to 3.30pm 
at St Johnõs the Evangelist 
Tonbridge Road, Hildenborough  

TN11 9HR 

Led by 

Archdeacon Andy and Margaret Wooding-Jones on 
ôA look at Jesusõ appearance to his disciplesõ 

A time of refreshments for the Pray-ersõ 
Tea and coffee provided bring your own lunch. 

Cost £10 in cash on day,(no cards) 
 to book for numbers,  

please book online at: https://bit.ly/3yPLnVq 

 
Or call Judith Howard on 01732 458285 
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An invitation from the parishioners of St Francis de Sales 

To celebrate the reduction in Covid restrictions, two open air events are arranged 

for Sunday 19 September. All neighbours and friends are very welcome to join us 

for either or both of these. 

An open air Sunday Mass will start at 10.30am on the school's "hard" 

playground between Middle Farm and Whitefriars, and hot burgers and sausages 

will be available from a Barbecue on the grassy field by noon, along with tea, 

coffee, water and squash. There will be no 8.30am Mass; it is important that you 

reserve places both for the Mass and Barbecue - stating if a vegan option is 

required - to ensure that there are enough seats and food. This can be done 

during the week commencing 12 September by using the "Sign up for Mass" 

option on the website http//stfrancisdesales.org.uk or by dropping a note in to 

"Whitefriars" on Church Road. Enter by the school gate on Stack Lane; 

parking spaces on the school premises will be reserved for deliveries and the 

disabled. 

 

 

There is no charge for admission, though raffle tickets will be sold and a 

collection taken towards the Thatch Fund. To avoid multiple people handling 

and having to clean serving spoons and jars, please bring your own sauces, 

pickles and other accompaniments - and any other drinks than those 

mentioned above. Donations of raffle prizes will be gratefully accepted. And 

you are most welcome to bring along gazebos and parasols if you expect late 

Summer sunshine. 
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We Need Your Help! 

 
Having been granted planning permission to extend our hub, we now need community   

support to achieve our goal.  

Our tiny little garage will be extended by 25 square metres to increase storage and working 

areas. This will provide us with the space needed to meet the increasing demands on our 

service.  

Within our premises, we not only store the supplies but also compile the support parcels, 

which are then distributed to our users.  

The new and improved hub will incorporate a welcome area where users will be greeted with 

a smile, additional storage areas for supplies, and an office area, which will also be available 

to our partner agencies to use when privacy is required.  

 

What we'll deliver: 

 

¶ A larger premises to continue increased distribution of food and grocery aid. 

¶ A safe and confidential space for signposting services to be provided. 

¶ A platform for community involvement. 

 

Donations can be made via: 

https://www.spacehive.com/communitycupboardfoodbankextension 
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