ASH AND RIDLEY
CHURCH NEWS
JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2022

A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR
READERS!
Welcome to the first edition of Church News for 2022. I hope you all had an enjoyable and
peaceful Christmas which was rather more free of restrictions than the previous one. Let’s
begin with some images from one of the events of that season, our annual Christmas Tree
festival, which was able to return to church last year after being forced out of doors in 2020.
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Ash Saplings Christmas Bells

CHRISTMAS TREE WINNERS
Family - Kirsten and Edith Cauldwell
Organisation - Community Cupboard
Children’s Group - Little Foresters
Business - Eleanor Hawkins
Many thanks to all who took part. It was a wonderful display.
I hope you will all join in again next year.
Wishing you all a Very Healthy and Happy New Year.
Jean Bentley
Jean further comments:
Many thanks to all who contributed in any way to the Christmas Tree Festival. It was
visited by many people who clearly look forward to this event every year, and also
many first- timers. It also boosted our funds considerably.
The Memory Tree is also very popular and gives comfort to those who remember
family and friends. I had help with setting it up this year, which was great. Is there
anyone who would like to take it on annually?
Next Year is the Christmas Tree Festival's 10th Anniversary.
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SERVICES AT ST. PETER’S RIDLEY
Time
9.00 a.m.
9.00 a.m.
9.00 a.m.
9.00 a.m.
6.00 p.m
4.00 p.m.

Type of Service
Holy Communion (CW)
Morning Prayer (CW)
Special Service
Time for Prayer
Evensong (BCP)
Praised in Prose

When
3rd Sunday in the month
1st, 2nd & 4th Sunday in the month
5th Sunday in the month
Every Friday
4th Sunday every 2nd month
Alternate 4th Sunday

News from Ridley
At Ridley we are giving thanks for the progress of the work on our toilet and
kitchenette. Hopefully it should be finished by the end of January/early February.
Unfortunately the church will be closed for visitors apart from Sunday morning at 9am
for our weekly service and monthly evensong at 6pm until the work is complete.

WANTED
People to share in operating the sound system in our church for services. You will be
given full training before you are left to operate the system. The more folk we can
encourage to help, the less pressure there is on everyone. The system is a digital desk
operated via a tablet or computer.
For more information please contact
Jonathan Carr on 01474 873647.
Or by e mail tricia.triciacarr@gmail.com.
Tricia Carr
And echoing the above plea from Ridley, here is a similar request from the Churchwardens at
Ash :

CAN YOU HELP? SOUND DESK OPERATORS REQUIRED!
The Ash Church sound system works in a "default" mode when turned on, and for
most services works very well. For some larger services or when more people are
participating, extra microphones need to be set up, and it helps those taking part
that their individual sound levels are controlled by a third party, so that they don't
have to worry about turning their mic on or being "muted", and can concentrate on
the service. This also helps if the participant is singing - they can be muted from our
small plug-in sound desk.
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We are looking for people who would be willing to look after the sound desk at our
weekly services. It is easy to operate and training can be given. The desk can be
operated from select pews or from the back of the church and is quite discreet.
If you would be interested in helping with this please in the first instance contact
Colin Irving or Ian Nurdin (Churchwardens) for a no-obligation chat and quick demo
of the system. Thank you in advance for your time and any help you can give.
Colin Irving & Ian Nurdin - Churchwardens

ASH CHURCH CLEANING - CAN YOU HELP?
We would like to set up a new way of keeping the church clean and we would be
grateful for your help!
Rather than have set days for cleaning, we are looking at the idea of dividing the
church up into small manageable areas and asking people to volunteer to keep a
particular area clean, preferably at least once a month if possible.
The church is usually open every day during daylight hours and so access should
not be a problem. We have some basic equipment and materials available, but you
might find it helpful to bring your own.
We need to focus on sweeping the floors, dusting and polishing the pews,
vacuuming the pew runners, gently brushing down the window sills and removing
any obvious marks if they can be sorted out safely. We would also like to hear from
any of the volunteers if they spot anything that might need attention from a
maintenance point of view whilst carrying out their cleaning.
If you would like to register your interest in taking on an area, or just find out more
details at this stage, please contact Jacky Richardson by email
at jackyrichardson92@outlook.com or have a chat after a service.
Thank you for any help you can give!
Colin Irving & Ian Nurdin - Churchwardens

A Message from the Flower Team

We would like to make people aware that there is a calendar on the notice
board in church for flowers. As in the past, people can donate in memory of a
loved one or special occasion and the flowers can be dedicated to them and,
if they so wish, can include a favourite flower.
Ann Aves
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If you would like to help us keep our 12th century
church building in good repair, may we invite you
to donate towards our operating costs by using
the QR code below. Thank you for all your help!

ASH CHURCH PCC
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CHURCH BUILDING REPAIRS - CAN YOU HELP?
Towards the end of last year Colin and Ian were in attendance as our 2021
Quinquennial Inspection was carried out, to assess the condition of the church
building and its fabric.
A report has been received and we will soon be going through it and prioritising all of
the recommendations before seeking quotes to carry out the work.
Some repairs had already been identified and quotes received. Some of the work
has been done and the rest will be done when the weather is more favourable.
The PCC were wondering if any member(s) of the congregation might like to help
with funding by partially or fully sponsoring any of these repairs.
If you would be interested to find out more please contact either of us for a
no-obligation chat - thank you very much in advance for all your help!
A. South Aisle Roof - Lead Flashing: To refit the loose lead flashing to the roof
covering with a ‘Lead Mastic’. Replace any defective lead flashing, allow two lineal
metres. Lead flashing to be ‘Code 4 Lead’. £ 865-00
B. To the South Slope of the Nave: To replace defective and missing ‘Kentish
Tiles’ allow No. 6. Tiles. £ 445-00
C. South Porch - External: To the roof hack off all the defective lime render, and
re-render with traditional lime render. To the coping stone, repoint and rebel all
loose coping stones, repoint with traditional lime mortar. To the band course repoint
the band course to the whole of the ‘South Aisle Band Course’. £1,970-00
D. South Porch - Internal: To prepare and clean down the internal porch areas
previously lime wash. Prepare the walls and apply three coats of lime
wash.
£895-00
E. Toilet Block Roof: Repair and replace defective tiles. £ 95-00
F. Path Lamps: To dig out to secure fixing by forming a 300mm (1ft) x 300 (1ft) bell
diameter concrete base. Priced at pro-rata rate of £ 48-00 each.
G. Vestry: Drill a hole for ‘Internet Bracket with back plate’.(For telephone line to
provide Internet connectivity) £ 85.00
Colin Irving & Ian Nurdin - Churchwardens
Charity Donations Christmas 2021
The Christmas Carol Singing raised £143.00 at Woodlands Garden Centre
(including a very generous £50 donation from the Centre), and £25.13 at The Royal
Oak, a total of £168.13 for the ellenor Hospice.
A total of £271.64 was raised at the Christingle Services for The Children’s Society.
Finally, the Ash Church Post raised £220 for church funds.
Many thanks to all those involved.
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ECO CHURCH IDEAS FOR THE WINTER

Tin Can Bee Hotels – Fix an old tin to a fence or wall and pack it with dried hollow plant stems
from 1mm to 12 mm in diameter to attract a range of bees.
Plant Tray Bird Bath – Fill an old plant pot tray with water to make a bird bath. Stand it on
old bricks to raise it from the ground or leave it low to provide water for hedgehogs.
Old Sink Pond – An old baby bath makes an attractive mini container pond. Pile up logs or
stones to make sure wildlife can get in and out safely.
Pallet Herb Garden – An upturned pallet can add height to
your garden. You can paint it a nice colour and simply wedge
in plants in their pots between the slats.
Grow Plants in Saucepans – Drill holes in old saucepans and
other kitchen containers to make plane pots. They are
perfect for salad crops such as lettuce and radish, plus herbs
such as chives and parsley.
Restoring Choughs to Kent. – The plan is to release young
Choughs each year and support these birds in establishing a
self- sustaining wild population in Kent. This restoration will
also benefit other species such as bats, birds, and some rare
butterflies in these restored areas.

If you would like to help or donate to the Chough appeal and welcome these wonderful birds
back into Kent which have been missing from our Kentish landscape for over 200 years –
Please visit kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/choughappeal

For other ideas you can also visit
https://www.hubbub.org.uk/10-ways-to-get-into-nature
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A message and request from Sue Graham

Katie is my eldest daughter and is on a mission :
For those of you who may not know I had cervical cancer which was found on a
smear test. It wasn’t an easy road and I have been incredibly lucky. It is so
important that you get your smears done and they get done every 3 years and
not every 5. Please sign this petition. (paragraph by Katie Pamphlett)

Can you add your signature please (men and women)?
https://www.change.org/p/public-health-wales-keep-cervical-screening-to-3-years-and-notextended-to-5-years

Sue Graham (Cobb)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------

ADVANCE NOTICE:
THE NEXT BIG BREAKFAST IS ON SATURDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2022 09.00 - 11.30
The next “Big Breakfast” in aid of the Hodsoll Street Village Hall Refurbishment Fund takes
place on Saturday 5th February 2022 from 09:30am. The Breakfast costs £5 a head and is
excellent value for money.
In order to work up an appetite for this excellent fare we invite anyone interested to join us
on a circular walk to Hodsoll Street. Meet at 5 Manor Forstal at 8:40am-from there the walk
takes about an hour, and then after breakfast we take a slightly shorter route back to New
Ash Green. The walk isn't suitable for buggies and please note that although dogs are
welcome to join us they are not allowed in the Village Hall, so will have to be left outside
whilst you are enjoying your meal.
We do need to book breakfasts in advance so please contact us by Thurs 3rd February
2022 if you would like to come along - 01474 873414 or ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk
See:
http://www.hodsollstreet-ridley.co.uk/index.html for more details.
Next Breakfast Walk after this one will be on the 5th March 2022
Ian and Debbie Nurdin
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WANTED - BLANKETS!!
It’s wonderful to be able to worship together in the church but because
we need to keep doors open for ventilation it can get a bit chilly, even
with the heating on. If you are able to spare a small blanket that could
be used to help keep someone warm during a service that would be
very much appreciated! Please being it along and give it to one of us
when you arrive. Many thanks for your help!
Ian and Colin
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Little Leaves Pre-School needs
your help!!
Little Leaves is a very successful Pre-School based in the Youth Centre
in New Ash Green. At present its constitution as a Charity means that it is
run by a Committee which must include parents as members.
Although being on the Committee is not onerous or time-consuming it is recognised that many
parents have day-time and family commitments that might prevent them from helping on the
Committee. In view of this, an EGM held in July this year approved the proposal to change the
charitable status of the Pre-school to one that does not need to rely on parental participation on
the Committee to operate. Once established, a new Committee of Trustees would work with the
Management Team to look after the setting. This new Committee would comprise of volunteers
from the local community and of course any parents who do have the time to be involved.
We are looking for volunteers from the community who may have an educational or accounting
background or indeed just be keen to see the pre-school continue to flourish. We hold three
meetings a year plus an AGM.
The Committee works with the Little Leaves Supervisor and the Administrator to manage the PreSchool setting and to take decisions to ensure that Little Leaves continues to be the best place for
pre-school children.
If you would like to know more details about the Committee and the role it plays, please contact
me for a no-obligation chat.
Thank you for your time and your interest, we look forward to welcoming you on board and to
securing a positive future for the Little Leaves Pre-school.
Ian Nurdin - Interim Chair

(ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk)

LITTLE LEAVES PRE-SCHOOL COMMITTEE
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Marion Hirst Simmons
rd

23 February 1931- 23rd December 2021
It will be with sadness and thanksgiving that we will say our final farewell to Marion
in Ash Church on January 25th at 11.30am.
Marion had been a member of the congregation here since the 1960’s when she
moved to Ash with her husband Michael who had been brought up in the village and
went to the old Church of England school. Marion later started Ash Nursery School
in the redundant building with her friend Jane Ashdown. Her father-in-law William
Simmons was Church Warden as was her husband Michael.
Marion had seen at least seven Rectors installed at Ash and during this time she
fulfilled many roles including Sunday School teacher, PCC secretary, Sidesman,
Churchwarden, a member of the Flower Team, Sacristan and she acted in her later
years as verger for weddings and funerals. She organised church social activities
such as Harvest meals, Advent suppers and various other events including
barbecues, many of which were held in her and Michael’s back garden at Flint
Cottage. She was also closely involved with Ash Fete and ran a stall for many years
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and helped to organise concerts, flower festivals and produced the legendary oldtime music halls.
It was in 1980 that the then Rector, David Springthorpe, asked Marion to form a
church choir and this she did and was choir mistress for many years, always
encouraging young people to take part.
By this time Marion was also involved with New Ash Green Music Workshop where
she trained the choir and also ran a music group for the youngest children. She had
a fine soprano voice and belonged to the local WI Gilbert and Sullivan Society,
where for many years she took a lead role in their productions. She had been a
member of Hartley Players since the 60’s and delivered some memorable
performances in comedy and straight plays as well as musicals.
Marion continued to sing with the choir after she retired as choir mistress and was
still taking part until start of the pandemic in 2020.
Marion gave freely of her time and talents and we give thanks for her commitment to
Ash Church and the local community, which has been a blessing to so many of us.
Jan Kennedy
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FROM THE REGISTERS
FUNERALS
Kenneth Gadsdon
Eric Pieri

9th November
13th December

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Answers to the Christmas Quiz
Here are the answers to our ten Christmas teasers
1) How many presents were given in total in the 12 days of Christmas?
Answer : 364
2) In which decade was the first Christmas Card sent in the UK? Answer :
1840’s (1843 by Sir Henry Cole)
3) How many letters are in the angelic alphabet? Answer : 25 (no el) (yes, I
know – ouch!)
4) What Christmas item was invented by London baker and wedding cake
specialist in 1847? Answer : The Christmas Cracker
5) Who was the first British monarch to broadcast a Christmas message to the
nation? Answer : George V (in 1932)
6) Which of the Wise Men is said to have brought the gift of gold for the baby
Jesus? Answer : Melchior
13.

7) What do Dutch children use instead of a Christmas stocking? Answer:
Shoes
8) How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizzas ? Answer : Deep pan, crisp
and even (ouch again!)
9) What is the name of the little boy in the filmed story of ‘The Snowman’ by
Raymond Briggs? Answer : James
10) Which song was heard on both sides of the trenches on Christmas Day
1914? Answer : Silent Night (Stille Nacht)
Bird Quiz
Once again with thanks to Alison Dixon, the answers to all these question are
the names of birds.
1) Designed St. Pauls
2) Does it hold up the flower?
3) The nineteenth letter is pale
4) Grumble
5) Fair, grass or pimples
6) Strong wind during the dark hours
7) Do it twice. It is extinct!
8) No note on the shepherd’s stick.
9) Gulp
10)

Out of breath
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11) Cowardly tool
12) Whittington was told to do it again
13) Angry William
14) Speedy
15) Untruthful one
Answers as ever in the next issue.

A final word from the editor. So here it is, the first edition of Church News for 2022, with
apologies for it appearing rather later in January than I had originally intended. I hope as ever that
you will find plenty in these pages to both inform and entertain you. The next edition of Church
News will be published in early March and will cover the months of March and April. Please send
any items for inclusion to n.noakes@btinternet.com by Sunday 20th February latest. Best wishes to
all!

ASH CHURCH PRIVACY POLICY
Ash Church PCC have agreed a Privacy Policy in light of the new General Data Protection
Regulations (GDPR) and these can be found on the church website:
http://www.ash-church.org.uk
If you no longer wish to be contacted by Ash Church by email or other means please contact Ian
Nurdin (ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk) and request that your contact details are deleted and removed.
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Who to contact at Ash & Ridley
Rector

Rev Helen
Reeves

01474
872209

ashandridleyrector@gmail.com

SSM Associate Priest

Rev Elizabeth
Robertson

871637

elizabeth@revemr.me

Group Curate

Rev Jayne Shillito

708696

jayne@rnkwgroup.org.uk

Ordinand

Carol Bridge

07979
146332

bridgecarol@hotmail.com

Churchwardens - Ash

Colin Irving

879500

colin.irving@btinternet.com

Ian Nurdin

873414

ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk

Tricia Carr

873647

tricia.triciacarr@googlemail.com

Alistair Davidson

871932

alistairandjenny@btinternet.com

Alison Harding

874770

alison.harding@btinternet.com

Susan Heads

873777

susanheads@gmail.com

Sacristan

Bryan Parlett

873655

bryan_parlett@hotmail.com

Parish Safeguarding
Officer - Ash

Rhian Rutland

831216

rhianrutland51@btinternet.com

Parish Safeguarding
Officer - Ridley

Rhian Rutland

831216

rhianrutland51@btinternet.com

Choir Master

Nick Noakes

874122

n.noakes@btinternet.com

872209

ashandridleyrector@gmail.com

874526

pcc@ash-church.org.uk

Sue Werlemann
(Treasurer)
Rev Helen
Reeves - Chair

706955

s.werlemann@btinternet.com

872209

ashandridleyrector@gmail.com

Ian Paddy
(Secretary)
John Airey
(Treasurer)
TBA
(Chairman)
TBA
(Vice-Chairman)
Rev Helen
Reeves
Rev Elizabeth
Robertson

873314

ianpaddy2014@gmail.com

01732
822418

john.airey@zen.co.uk

872209

ashandridleyrector@gmail.com

871637

elizabeth@revemr.me

Rev Jayne Shillito

708696

jayne@rnkwgroup.org.uk

Carol Bridge

07979
146332

bridgecarol@hotmail.com

Alison Harding

874770

alison.harding@btinternet.com

Susan Heads

873777

susanheads@gmail.com

Cameron Clark

874526

cameron@cclark.me.uk

Alison Harding

874770

alison.harding@btinternet.com

Positions

Churchwardens –
Ridley

Licensed Lay Ministers

Committees
PCC - Ash

PCC - Ridley

Premises Committee

Ministry Team

Deanery Synod

Rev Helen
Reeves - Chair
Cameron Clark
(Secretary)

Groups - Ash

Ash Saplings

Rev Helen
Reeves

Junior Church

TBA

Anna Chaplain

872209

ashandridleyrector@gmail.com

Rev Elizabeth
Robertson

871637

elizabeth@revemr.me

Bell ringing

Sue Fever

874611

susanne.fever@gmail.com

Social Committee - Ash

TBA

Flowers

Jean Bentley
Julia Kilfoyle
(Leader)
Jane Davison
(Secretary)

872333

jeanbentley51@gmail.com

872731

kilfoylejulia@gmail.com

872764

jane.davison@keme.co.uk

Mike Rose

873445

mikeinnag@hotmail.com

Bryan Parlett

873655

bryan_parlett@hotmail.com

Alison Harding

874770

alison.harding@btinternet.com

Ian Nurdin

873414

ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk

Servers

Bryan Parlett

873655

bryan_parlett@hotmail.com

Sidesmen and
Welcomers

Alison Harding

874770

alison.harding@btinternet.com

Ian Nurdin

873414

ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk

Alison Harding

874770

alison.harding@btinternet.com

Ian Nurdin

873414

ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk

Alison Harding

874770

alison.harding@btinternet.com

Ian Nurdin

873414

ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk

Brass cleaning

George Mills

872455

Church cleaning

Joan Mills

872455

Nick Noakes

874122

n.noakes@btinternet.com

Ian Nurdin

873414

ian_nurdin@hotmail.co.uk

Jean Bentley
Rev Helen
Reeves

872333

jeanbentley51@gmail.com

872209

ashandridleyrector@gmail.com

Website - Ash

Colin Irving

879500

colin.irving@btinternet.com

Weddings

Jan Kennedy

873675

jankennedy2546@aol.com

Pew sheets
Fete Management
Committee - Ash

TBA

Healing Ministry

Friends of Ash Church

Rotas - Ash

Master Rotas

Bible readings and
Intercessions

Transport and
Refreshments

Keeping in
Touch - who to
contact

Church News

Publicity and PR
Baptisms

TBA

Website: http://www.ash-church.org.uk

