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St Philip & St James

Collect for the day
Almighty Father, whom truly to know is eternal life: teach us to know your Son
Jesus Christ as the way, the truth, and the life;
that we may follow the steps of your holy apostles Philip and James, and walk
steadfastly in the way that leads to your glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Isaiah 30.15-21
15 For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel:
In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.
But you refused 16 and said,
‘No! We will flee upon horses’—
therefore you shall flee!
and, ‘We will ride upon swift steeds’—
therefore your pursuers shall be swift!
17 A thousand shall flee at the threat of one,
at the threat of five you shall flee,
until you are left
like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain,
like a signal on a hill.
God’s Promise to Zion
18 Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you;
therefore he will rise up to show mercy to you.
For the Lord is a God of justice;
blessed are all those who wait for him.
19 Truly, O people in Zion, inhabitants of Jerusalem, you shall weep no more. He
will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when he hears it, he will
answer you. 20Though the Lord may give you the bread of adversity and the water
of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide himself any more, but your eyes shall see

your Teacher. 21And when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left, your
ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it.’
Ephesians 1.3-10
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in
Christ* before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to
the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
John 14.1-14
14‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe* in God, believe also in me. 2In my
Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told
you that I go to prepare a place for you?* 3And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.’* 5Thomas said to
him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’
6Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know* my Father also. From
now on you do know him and have seen him.’
8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9Jesus said
to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the
Father”? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me
does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if
you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my
name you ask me* for anything, I will do it.
Post Communion Prayer
Almighty God, who on the day of Pentecost sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles
with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, filling them with joy and
boldness to preach the gospel:
by the power of the same Spirit strengthen us to witness to your truth and to draw
everyone to the fire of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sunday 8 May 2022

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Collect for the Day
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise us, who
trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek
those things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Genesis 7.1–5, 11–18; 8.6-18; 9.8-13
7 Then the Lord said to Noah, ‘Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I
have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take with
you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the
animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; 3 and seven pairs of the birds of
the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth. 4
For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; and
every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.’ 5 And
Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him.
11
In the six-hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst
forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. 12 The rain fell on the earth for
forty days and forty nights. 13 On the very same day Noah with his sons, Shem and
Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons, entered the ark,
14
they and every wild animal of every kind, and all domestic animals of every kind,
and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every bird of every kind—
every bird, every winged creature. 15 They went into the ark with Noah, two and two
of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16 And those that entered, male and
female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut him in.
17
The flood continued for forty days on the earth; and the waters increased, and
bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters swelled and
increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on the face of the waters.
86 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made 7
and sent out the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from
the earth. 8 Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided
from the face of the ground; 9 but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it
returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth.
So he put out his hand and took it and brought it into the ark with him. 10 He waited
another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; 11 and the dove
came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive
leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. 12 Then he waited
another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it did not return to him any more.
13
In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on the first day of the
month, the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of
the ark, and looked, and saw that the face of the ground was drying. 14 In the
second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. 15 Then
God said to Noah, 16 ‘Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your

sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all
flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that
they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.’ 18 So Noah
went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives.
98 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 ‘As for me, I am establishing
my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10 and with every living
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the
earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11 I establish my covenant with
you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ 12 God said, ‘This is the sign of the
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with
you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
Acts 9.36–end
36
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38
Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent
two men to him with the request, ‘Please come to us without delay.’ 39 So Peter got
up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs.
All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing
that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and
then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’
Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand
and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive.
42
This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43
Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
Revelation 7.9–end
9
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They
cried out in a loud voice, saying,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’
11
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God,
12
singing,
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honour
and power and might
be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’

13

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white,
and where have they come from?’ 14 I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’
Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
15
For this reason they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within his temple,
and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
the sun will not strike them,
nor any scorching heat;
17
for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’
John 10.22–30
22
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter,
23
and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews
gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in suspense? If
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ 25 Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, and you do
not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do
not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I
know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The
Father and I are one.’
Post Communion Prayer
Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, and in his
love for us to lay down his life and rise again: keep us always under his protection,
and give us grace to follow in his steps;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sunday 15 May 2022

5th Sunday of Easter

Collect for the day
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome
death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Genesis 22.1–18]
22 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said,
‘Here I am.’ 2 He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the
mountains that I shall show you.’ 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the
wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that
God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far
away. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy
and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.’ 6
Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he
himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7
Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He
said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ 8
Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So
the two of them walked on together.
9
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar
there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar,
on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill
his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham,
Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 12 He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or
do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld
your son, your only son, from me.’ 13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram,
caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up
as a burnt-offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will
provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’
15
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said,
‘By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not
withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed bless you, and I will make your
offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your
offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you
have obeyed my voice.’
Acts 11.1–18†
11 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles
had also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men
and eat with them?’ 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5
‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four
corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to
me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8 But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 9 But a second time the voice

answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” 10
This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where
we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered
the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and
saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.” 15 And as I began
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16
And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God gave them the
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I
that I could hinder God?’ 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they
praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that
leads to life.’
Revelation 21.1–6
21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home
of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God
himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no
more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have
passed away.’
5
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things
new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6 Then he
said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.
John 13.31–35
31
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and
God has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to
you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34 I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.’
Post Communion Prayer
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: grant us to
walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Sunday 22 May 2022

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Collect for the day
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought
us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to
life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Ezekiel 37.1–14
37 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all
round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He
said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 4
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear
the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath
to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live;
and you shall know that I am the Lord.’
7
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked,
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10 I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived,
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
11
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you
back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’
Acts 16.9–15
9
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with
him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ 10 When he had seen the
vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God
had called us to proclaim the good news to them.
11
We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following
day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a

place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there.
14
A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was
from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to
listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When she and her household were
baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord,
come and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us.
Revelation 21.10, 22—22.5
10
And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me
the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.
22
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and
the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by
day—and there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it the glory and the
honour of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practises
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the
city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and
of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face,
and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they
need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign
for ever and ever.
John 14.23–29
23
Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever
does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine,
but is from the Father who sent me.
25
‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and
remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled,
and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I
am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the
Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this before
it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.
John 5.1–9
5 After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2
Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha,
which has five porticoes. 3 In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralysed. 5
One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him

lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you
want to be made well?’ 7 The sick man answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me
into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way,
someone else steps down ahead of me.’ 8 Jesus said to him, ‘Stand up, take your
mat and walk.’ 9 At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began
to walk. Now that day was a sabbath.
Post Communion Prayer
God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we
thirst for you, the spring of life and source of goodness, through him who is alive
and reigns, now and for ever.

Thursday 26 May 2022

Ascension Day

Collect for the day
Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord
Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens, so we in heart and mind may also
ascend and with him continually dwell;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.
Daniel 7.9–14
9
As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne;his
clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was
fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. 10 A stream of fire issued and flowed
out from his presence. A thousand thousand served him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgement, and the books were
opened. 11I watched then because of the noise of the arrogant words that the horn
was speaking. And as I watched, the beast was put to death, and its body
destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts,
their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a
time. 13 As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with
the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before
him. 14 To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations,
and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall
not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.
Ephesians 1.15–end
15
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints,
and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so that, with
the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19 and

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. 20 God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Acts 1.1–11
1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over
the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying
with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the
promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; 5 for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now.’
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7 He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 9 When he had
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’
Luke 24.44–end
44
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and
the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, 46 and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48
You are witnesses of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high.’
50
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed
them. 51 While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up
into heaven. 52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy;
53
and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

Post Communion Prayer
God our Father, you have raised our humanity in Christ and have fed us with the
bread of heaven: mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual blessings, we
may set our hearts in the heavenly places; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sunday 29 May 2022

Sunday after Ascension Day

Collect for the day
O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great
triumph to your kingdom in heaven:
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen
us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Ezekiel 36.24–28
24
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring
you into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be
clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 A
new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove
from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 I will put my
spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my
ordinances. 28 Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you
shall be my people, and I will be your God.
Acts 16.16–34
16
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a
spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling.
17
While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, ‘These men are slaves of the
Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.’ 18 She kept doing this for
many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, ‘I order you
in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.’ And it came out that very hour.
19
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market-place before the
authorities. 20 When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said,
‘These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21 and are advocating customs
that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.’ 22 The crowd joined in
attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered
them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had given them a severe flogging, they
threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Following
these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the
stocks.
25
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were
opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw

the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since
he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, ‘Do
not harm yourself, for we are all here.’ 29 The jailer called for lights, and rushing in,
he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them outside and
said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ 31 They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.’ 32 They spoke the word of
the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 At the same hour of the night
he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized
without delay. 34 He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and
he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.
Revelation 22.12–14,16, 17, 20–end
12
‘See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s
work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the
end.’
14
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the right to the
tree of life and may enter the city by the gates.
16
‘It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I
am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.’ 17 The Spirit and
the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone
who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 20 The
one who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come,
Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.
John 17.20–end
20
‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in
me through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be
one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become completely
one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even
as you have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me,
may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because
you loved me before the foundation of the world.
25
‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know
that you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I will make it
known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in
them.’
Post Communion Prayer
Eternal God, giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the
world to preach the gospel of his kingdom:
confirm us in this mission, and help us to live the good news we proclaim;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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