November 2020
Lay Ministry Matters
GREETINGS TO YOU ALL,
This comes to you after Saturday’s Lay Ministry Conference by Zoom, as we find our churches
closed for public worship once again. It was great to see so many of you signed up - although
it was sad not to be able to spend a day together in person, there were silver linings in not
having to leave home after scraping frost off windscreens, and driving to Orpington hoping
to get a parking space somewhere in walking distance from the church!
The conference was recorded, so
if you were not able to join us (I
know at least one parish was
hastily recording Remembrance
Services in the light of the many
and varied guidance put out by
Government last week!) or if you
were one of the people who tried
to join but their WiFi let them
down, the plan is that the
conference (minus the small
group discussions) will be posted
online in due course.
For those of you who were not at
the conference, as well as those who were – I commend to you Bishop James’s letter –
attached - about the launch of the Evangelism network. Those of you who are Commissioned,
or Associate Evangelists are obvious candidates to join up, but this is not limited to
Evangelists and I know many LLMs, Readers and PAs have a passion for Evangelism too.
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For those who were inspired by Diana talking about Care
Home Ministry and who would like to know more, her
email is dianaepattison@gmail.com and if you want to
contact Becky to find out about more about how the
Hayes
Foodbank
developed,
her
email
is
beckywilloughby@virginmedia.com
The link to Becky’s video we saw is
https://www.dropbox.com/s/175odwq2owmgm5l/Hayes%20Community%20Foodbank%20
Video%20%28short%29.mp4?dl=0
And there is a longer 10 minute version at
https://www.dropbox.com/s/e4mg55x3z8d4k30/Hayes%20Community%20Foodbank%20Vi
deo%20%28HD%29.mp4?dl=0
If you want advice on the setting up of a foodbank or community larder, Caroline Clarke
would be happy to help too – her email address is caroline.clarke@rochester.anglican.org
That leads me into Caroline’s notice this morning about homelessness, and the fact that
Winter Shelters are not able to open this year (dormitory sleeping is not safe). The summary
of what is happening instead, and how far this has got, is also attached with this mailing.
Some of you are already involved, others are not able to get involved, but please find out
what is happening and be praying for this new initiative.

SAFEGUARDING.
General Synod will meet later this month (also by Zoom) and one of their agenda items will
be safeguarding, in the light of the IICSA report. This may lead to renewed media coverage
of the report, and you might be wondering how to address this in church (or online). There
are some prayers on the CofE website:
https://www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding/promoting-safer-church/safeguardingprayers
There are also some resources on thirty-one eight’s website:
https://thirtyoneeight.org/news-and-events/safeguarding-sunday/resource-pack/
These resources can be used whether you have five minutes or a whole service, so even if
you just want to acknowledge that you are a church who take safeguarding seriously, you
might want to use the prayers, or the safeguarding pledge.
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The Diocesan Safeguarding Team have made impressive progress in catching up with the
backlog of people due to do the Leadership Module this year, and there are now a couple of
training dates at the end of this year and the start of next year which have spaces.
I have been asked if Pastoral Assistants with PTM, who don’t have a leadership role still have
to do this module. Currently the national guidance is summed up below:

If you are reading this newsletter the chances are that you have a licence, an authorisation,
a commission, or the Bishop’s Permission, and therefore you are required to do the training.

LIVING IN LOVE & FAITH
The Living in Love and Faith
project has created resources
that will help the Church to
learn how questions about
human identity, relationships,
marriage and sexuality fit
within the bigger picture of
what it means to embody a
Christian vision of living holy
lives in love and faith in our
culture. There will be a range
of resources in a variety of
formats and the project aims
to make sure these are
accessible,
helpful
and
attractive to a wide range of
people.
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The project is led by the bishops of the Church of England because of their particular
responsibility for upholding and teaching the Christian faith. In addition to the online diocesan
conference in the green square on the previous page, there is more information on the CofE
website:
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/leadership-and-governance/generalsynod/bishops/living-love-and-faith

ST BENEDICT’S CENTRE
For those of us who feel able to go out, and who need
a quiet day/mini retreat, St Benedict's Centre is still
open again for day guests. The cost is £10 because
they cannot offer refreshments at the moment. There
has been a full risk assessment, and people who have
been to the centre have felt very safe and
commended the risk assessment.
To book, email
bookings@stbenedictscentre.org

ONLINE DOWNLOADABLE RETREATS
For those who are clinically vulnerable and have no wish to leave home any time soon, or are
not able to for other reasons, you could download a retreat! Some Lay Ministers in Rochester
Archdeaconry will remember Brian Draper coming to lead an Archdeaconry day back in 2016.
Others of you will have read his books or heard him on Thought for the Day on Radio 4. Brian
has recorded an inspiring audio retreat for autumn this yean, to replace his popular walking
retreats in Winchester. If you want to find out more – or sign up for his Advent email series
– check out https://www.briandraper.org/

CMD
These LLM training modules are beginning in January and there are still limited spaces for
existing Lay Ministers to join as CMD on each of these modules:
Anna Chaplaincy – people can join the module to become an Anna friend or an Anna chaplain
General introduction to chaplaincy – students have a placement in an area of chaplaincy
they are interested in
Christianity in a world context – exploring Christianity sits within different cultural contexts
Community engagement – looking at how the local church engages in mission through social
action
Reimagining Church – exploring new ways in which the church exercises ministry and mission
responding to the social and cultural changes around us
If you are concerned at the safety of signing up at present, much of the training is currently
by Zoom and I imagine this will be true of these modules.
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Anyone interested in joining one should contact jane.winter@rochester.anglican.org who
will give you more information including the dates/venue.

AND FINALLY
In my last letter I wrote
that if you are still
shielding or isolating,
please remember that
you are called first and
foremost to be a disciple
not a minister, and you
are still able to pray for
those who are currently
working out how to
serve the church in a
very different context.
Since then we have once
again stopped public
worship, and Advent is
near, so many more of us
will be staying home and
doing what we can,
thinking it isn’t enough.
This prayer which Hilary
read at the conference is
worth revisiting.
There were lots of contributions to the chat at the conference, and along with the deputy
wardens I will be looking at that, and especially at any common themes that arise, but that
will be after my week off!
Meanwhile, thank you all again, for all you are doing, and all that you are.
Keep on praying – lockdown prayer resources are here in case you haven’t seen them yet:
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidancechurches/call-prayer-nation..
With my prayers and best wishes for you all,
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