Peter & Paul, Apostles
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Hymn
The Church’s one foundation
is Jesus Christ her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word:
from heaven he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.
Mid toil and tribulation,
and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation
of peace for evermore;
till with the vision glorious
her longing eyes are blest,
and the great Church victorious
shall be the Church at rest.
Yet she on earth hath union
with God the three in one,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won;
O happy ones and holy!
Lord, give us grace that we,
like them the meek and lowly,
on high may dwell with thee.

We often fail to be known as Christ’s disciples.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
We often fail to walk the way of the cross.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Absolution
Prayer for the Day
Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul
glorified you in their death as in their life: grant that
your Church,inspired by their teaching and example,
and made one by your Spirit, may ever stand firm upon
the one foundation, Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading Acts 12.1-11
It was about this time that King Herod arrested some
who belonged to the church, intending to persecute
them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death
with the sword. When he saw that this pleased the
Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened
during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. After arresting
him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be
guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod
intended to bring him out for public trial after the
Passover.
So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Penitence
God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by
the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger and
bitterness, all slander and malice, and confess our sins
to God our redeemer.
We are often slow to follow the example of Christ.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The night before Herod was to bring him to trial,
Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with
two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance.
Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light
shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and
woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains
fell off Peter’s wrists.
Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and
sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around
you and follow me,” the angel told him. Peter followed
him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the
angel was doing was really happening; he thought he
was seeing a vision. They passed the first and second
guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It
opened for them by itself, and they went through it.
When they had walked the length of one street,
suddenly the angel left him.
Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know
without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything
the Jewish people were anticipating.”

Hymn
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now am found
was blind, but now I see.
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come
’tis grace that brought me safe thus far
and grace will lead me home.
When we’ve been there a thousand years
bright shining as the sun
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
than when we first begun.

Gospel Reading Matthew 16.13-19
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of
Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist;
others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked.
“Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for
this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father
in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will
not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Song

If God is building when we build
The Welbury Trio

Prayers

The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
o'er the world's tempestuous sea;
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us for we have no help but Thee,
yet possessing every blessing
if our God our Father be.
Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us:
all our weakness Thou dost know:
Thou didst tread this earth before us,
Thou didst feel its keenest woe;
lone and dreary, faint and weary,
through the desert Thou didst go.
Spirit of our God, descending,
fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
love with every passion blending,
pleasure that can never cloy:
thus provided, pardoned, guided,
nothing can our peace destroy.

Notices
Blessing

Address

The Vicar

The Creed (Live Service will use Nicene Creed )
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.

God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal
foundations, bring you, with Peter and Paul and all
the saints, to the eternal and triumphant joy of that
city; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain
with you always. Amen
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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