


2 

 

 



3 

 

 
W. E. Price  

FUNERAL DIRECTORS  
 

 

We provide the highest level of care, 
 compassion and professionalism.  

Available 24 hours a day 

Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

Oswestry 01691 652995  
 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk  
 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
 

 



4 

 



5 

 

THE PARISH CHURCHES OF ST OSWALD, KING & MARTYR, OSWESTRY,  
AND CHRISTCHURCH, RHYDYCROESAU 

 

Vicar of Oswestry & Rector of Rhydycroesau  
The Reverend Harvey Lloyd Gibbons, M.A. 

St Oswaldôs Vicarage, Penylan Lane, Oswestry, SY11 2AJ.  Tel: 01691 653467 
email: revdharvey@gmail.com 

 
 

 Associate Minister  
The Reverend Jassica Castillo-Burley  

Tel: 07809 414747    email: stoswald.minister@gmail.com  
 
 

 Licensed Readers  

S Oswaldôs:  
Reader Emeritus 

  Mr Bill Bowen, BEM            

 
Churchwardens 

S Oswaldôs: Miss June Williams     Tel:  652544 
  Mr Alan Neale     Tel:  07901 543287  
  Mrs Muriel Jones     Tel:  653598 
  Mr John Abram MBE TD    Tel:  653316   
Christchurch: Mrs Elizabeth Stanley    Tel:  676450 
  Rosemary Davies     Tel:  07813757498 

 
Parochial Church Councils 

S Oswaldôs: Hon Secretary:   Ms Carron Boulton   Tel:  652861                              

  Hon Treasurer:   Mr Paul Evison   Tel:  653315 
Christchurch: Hon Secretary:      

  Hon Treasurer:    
 
 

Director of Music 
S Oswaldôs: Mr M Donkin   e-mail michaeldonkin44@gmail.com                      

           Tel: 07779 917724  

Organist: 

St Oswaldôs: Josephine Sands   email:  joasands@hotmail.co.uk.  
Christchurch:  

Parish Office 
S Oswaldôs: Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2SY.   Tel: 652861  
Parish Administrator: Ms Carron Boulton              email: stoswald.office@gmail.com     
 

 

 

 
 

Reg. Charity No. 1133346  

 



6 

 

All it takes is a bit of disciplineé 

 

óForty days and forty nights you were fasting in the wild; forty days and 

forty nights, tempted still, yet undefiledôé so go the words to Smyttanôs 

classic Lenten hymn as printed in Complete Anglican Hymns Old & New. 

The word lent conjures up many feelings: speaking personally; 

abstinence, study, prayer, repentance, simple living, and once itôs all over, 

relief! 

 

The observance of Lent is ancient, beginning in the second century. 

Originally it was much shorter, not becoming the familiar óforty daysô until 

the fourth century, when during the Council of Nicaea in 325, bishops 

spoke of the quadragesima paschae (forty days before Easter). As you 
might expect with óall things churchô, the way the number of its days is 

calculated is not straightforward and varies by denomination. 

 

Roman Catholics count from Ash Wednesday to Maundy Thursday (44 

days), whereas most Protestants count through to Holy Saturday (46 

days) with both excluding Sundays. Sundays are always feast days so are 

non-fast days, and you can have your tipple or piece of chocolate with a 

clear conscience. The Church of England, being a broad church has 

churches who use either, St. Oswaldôs ends Lent on Maundy Thursday 

when the Triduum, the great three days begins. Oh, and our Orthodox 

sisters and brothers use a different calendar altogether. 

 

However, unlike the remnants of the abbeys and priories which pepper 

our landscape, the season of Lent should not be seen as an 

archaeological ascetic practice in the history of the Church. Lent is as 

relevant, in fact it could be said, even more relevant today than it was 

before. Lent is patterned on Jesusô retreat into the desert where he was 

challenged to identify and overcome his idols and more fully inhabit his 
baptismal identity. It was a time for Jesus to reflect upon his relationship 

with, and to, the Father.  

 

It is the same for us, lent is a time for us to identify and overcome our 

idols and re-inhabit our baptismal identity. Lent is the time to reflect upon 

our relationship with God, to open ourselves up to God and allow God to 

cleanse and heal us. It is a time of renewal but also one of challenge for at 

the heart of lent lies a very important word, discipline. 

 

The Oxford dictionary defines discipline as óthe practice of training people 

to obey rules or a code of behaviour, using punishment to correct 
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disobedience.ô It can also define a óbranch of knowledgeô, or óa field or 

course of studyô. Discipline can also be used as a verb where it is óto train 

(someone or oneself) to obey rules or a code of behaviourô. Discipline 

therefore is training that makes people more willing to obey, or more able 

to control themselves, resulting in a specific character or pattern of 

behaviour being expressed which leads to spiritual, emotional, moral, or 

intellectual improvement. 

 

Discipline can apply to many if not all aspects of life; it is secular, 

philosophical and religious and from a Christian perspective its linguistic 

root cannot be ignored. Our English word ódisciplineô is from the old 

French word ódesceplineô which in turn is from the Latin ódisciplinaô or 

ódiscipulusô or ódiscipleô. óCome follow meô says Jesus and in so doing, as 
disciples of Christ, we have freely chosen to live a life of obedience and 

discipline to his Gospel teaching. 

 

If Lent is patterned on Jesusôs retreat into the desert, then as Christôs 

disciples, in obedience to him, are called to do the same. To follow Jesus 

into a place and create space and time to open ourselves up to God, to 

discover those things that hinder our relationship with God. However, 

whilst Lent might involve reflecting on our human neediness and 

confronting our sin, it is not meant to be dark and gloomy. Remember that 

the word ólentô means springtime, so whilst Lent is a time of preparation for 

the suffering of the crucifixion, it should be a time of growth, renewal, and 

abundance of grace. Remember, we walk through Lent with our eyes 

firmly fixed on Easter. 

 

As in previous years, there is a wide range of activities planned at St 

Oswaldôs including study and prayer resources, Lenten mid-day 

reflections and during Holy Week a prayer walk. More information about 

these events can be found elsewhere in the magazine (page 9) and I 
commend them to you and invite you to create some space this Lent to 

enable you to grow as a discipline of Christ. 

 

May the blessing of our indwelling God rest upon you and journey with 

you throughout this holy season of Lent. 

  

Harvey 
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Warmly invites you to visit our shop 
& browse our wide selection of 
Christian literature & media including: 

 Bibles  
 Books (for adults & children)  
 Cards  
 Music  
 DVDs 
 Gifts  

 Gift Vouchers  

Our extensive selection of stock also 
includes second hand books. 

 
Lower Brook Street, SY11 2HG  01691661936 

email: info@ocbooks.co.uk 
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LENT 2025 AT ST. OSWALDS  

 

STUDY GROUPS 

 
This year we are using óJourney to the Resurrectionô a 

course of 6 sessions travelling with Jesus from the 

wilderness through the pain of abandonment to the 

glory of hope.  

 

Groups will be meeting on Tuesday evenings, 
Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, and Thursday 

evenings. Please sign up using the sheets in church or 

phone the church office. 

 

 

 

 

PERSONAL STUDY 
For those who prefer to journey alone, we are 

recommending óThirsting for Godô. It is a spiritual 

journey towards restoration and renewal using prayer, 

New Testament texts with a commentary, and 

reflective questions. Copies are available from the 

Church Office. 

 

 

 

PRAYER RESOURCES 
Resources to help you pray through Lent will be available in St. Georgeôs 

chapel for you to use either in church or at home on your own or in small 

groups. We are also using Lent 2025 to begin weaving our prayer tapestry 

so do pop in and have a look and add your prayer alongside those of 

others. 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY REFLECTIONS AND LITANY 
Beginning on March 12th, a series of short reflections on the theme of 

ójourneyingô. Each reflection starts at 12 noon and concludes with a short 

litany. The Wednesday Lent Study Group then follows with participants 

encouraged to bring their lunch as we study together. 
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ELECTORAL ROLL   
 

A brand new Electoral Roll is required every six years throughout the 

Church of England and 2025 is the year for the new Roll. It must be 

brought up to date before the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 19 th 

May 2025. 

 

An individual new Electoral Roll form will be required from everyone ï 

even if you have only been on the current Electoral Roll for a couple of 

months.  Please note that couples require separate forms. 

 

You may be aware that the Government introduced new legislation in May 

2018 regarding personal privacy. The new GDPR laws require personal 

data to be protected.  Your personal privacy is important to St Oswaldôs 

and, by signing up to the new Electoral Roll, you will only be contacted 

regarding Church matters.  Your data will be kept within the Church and 
not be passed on to a Third Party. 

 

The new Electoral Roll (without telephone numbers) will be on display on 

the table by the south door from late April. 

 

Could you check your entry on the new Roll and make sure all the 

information is accurate.  If you are not on the current Electoral Roll and 

are in any doubt as to whether you are eligible (eligibility details are on the 

application form), please have a word with me. 

 

The New Electoral Roll will be removed to include any late entries on 14 th 

May in readiness for the APCM. 

Maureen Crosby 

Electoral Roll Officer 

MOTHERS` UNION FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
 

Mrs Kay Cole was the speaker for our February meeting. She gave us a 

very interesting illustrated talk about her experiences both before and 

after setting up her nursing home in Oswestry. We were amazed and 

amused by some of her many experiences. 

 

Our next meeting will take place in the Parish centre at 2.15 pm on 

Thursday 13th March. 

Pam Musson 
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Somewhere over the rainbow  
 

If you had been Noah, would you have built an ark?  I wouldnôt, but that 
would have been on grounds of Health and Safety. I never got past óMore 
effort requiredô on my woodwork reports. Any ark of mine would have sunk 

faster than the Titanic. But competence aside, would you have built the 
ark? What about the neighbours? What about the planning permission? 
And the mess?   
 

But suppose if God said to YOU: Iôm going to tear up the blueprint and 
start again. Iôm going to flood the wickedness out of creation. Build an ark, 
quick. 
 

Itôs not such a daft thought. Look around and the world today. It is still a 
wicked kind of place. How many died in the refugee camps this morning? 
How many blown up?  How many drunks went through A & E last night? 
How many people tortured, somewhere, for something by someone? A 
good flood might just fix it all.  
 

So donôt laugh at the story of Noah; just ponder on why it is still business 
as usual when it comes to wickedness. The Bible takes the problem of evil 
very seriously, and it does not gloss over the consequences. Noah is a 
story about crime and punishment; it recognizes human wickedness. and 
says you wonôt get away with it. Evil brings retribution. Just when you 
think you have got your free lunch, along comes the just dessert. 
Sometimes, in our desire to be kind and tolerant we lose sight of this truth. 
Concentrate on the rainbow we say, but the storm comes first.  
 

The gospel never tolerates the exploitation of the poor, the torture of the 
helpless and abandonment of the needy.  
 

Jesus set out on his ministry to do battle with evil - and evil was 
sometimes personal, sometimes corporate, always a denial of the 
goodness of creation, whether it was straightforward human wickedness, 
or the distortion of creation in suffering and hardship. Jesus saw himself 
as reclaiming on our behalf the goodness of creation and putting 
humankind back where it belonged, at the pinnacle of creation and the 
stewards of the worldôs resources. 
 

We still have not made a very good job of it.  Even water, the image which 
runs literally through the scriptures, is a resource which we cannot 
manage properly as our lakes pollute and our rivers dry up. If the world is 
warming too fast, it is because of our own greed. If the refugees are dying 
all over the world it is because we have allowed it to happen. If the poor 
are still waiting for the good news, it is because we have been silent. 
Jesus set out on an emergency mission to transform our thinking and to 
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reclaim our humanity, and he had three short years in which to do it. 
Hopefully, we have a little longer. Hopefully we can grasp the rainbow, be 
true to our baptism and become the free and loving beings he died for. 
 

In the bible there is one place of real glory and only one way in which 
humankind is set free, and that is the way of the cross. Jesus called it his 
baptism: the only way in which God can bring us home and set us free. 
Death and glory on a cross in order to show that there were no limits to 
the love of the creator for creation. It is in that death alone that we can be 
convinced that evil has had its day and glory lies in forgiveness and 
repentance. There is not another way, because the reality of evil is such 
that it can only be overcome with love, and there is no love greater than 
the love which lays down its life for its friends. You are my friends, said 
Jesus, therefore I lay down my life for you. 
 

Jesus said he came to call sinners to repentance, but he was unbelievably 
harsh on the sinners who said that they were guiltless. And thatôs not 
good news for most of us.  
 

The Bible declares its disappointment in humankind: More effort required 

comes in more than our woodwork reports. It begins by stating that we 
have neglected our duty to care for God's creation, leaving it vulnerable to 
chance, disaster, and evil. 
 

Deliver us from evil - indeed. Jesus saw his ministry as a mighty battle 

against all kinds of forces in the world, beyond the world of our everyday 
experience.  
 

He saw evil in the disorder of our everyday lives - the crippling pain of 
mental illness, the debilitating effect of physical illness, the destructive 
power of guilt and hatred, the powerlessness of the blind and the despair 
of the deaf. For Jesus these were the signs that creation had moved away 
from its maker. He saw these things as evidence of an evil which needed 
to be defeated. He never saw it as a criminal mark of someoneôs past, but 
an opportunity to transform someoneôs life so that they could again 
recognize a healing power which would restore the hope, the goodness 
and the glory of Godôs creation. He wanted the rainbow to be seen again, 
the sign of Godôs covenant with the people he loves, representing our 
passage through the waters of death into new life, glory coming out of the 
flood.  
 

Jesus did not use the rainbow image. He picked on baptism as the picture 
of our world made new: going into the river and coming safely through to 
the other side. His baptism deeply influenced him and marked a turning 
point in his ministry. A sign that death was not the winner any longer: a 
sign that evil did not have the last word.  
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A sign that God was still with us even when we had wandered: Brought to 
safety through the water as the author of 1 Peter put it.  
 

So, what can we do to start to make that sacrifice count for something?  
Jesus set it all out at the beginning, and Lent is as good a time as any to 
grasp the truth.  
 

Repent, and believe the gospel -- the good news. And come and follow 
Him. 
 

Repent? not a popular word; it suggests admitting that you are wrong, it 
implies a non-aggressive way of living with other people, it involves 
treating the world and its creatures as fellow-citizens. but it is the only way 
of putting things right and making sure that evil and wickedness are 
defeated, and the rainbow shines again. 
 

Here are some deceptively simple thoughts from St John Chrysostom, a 
fourth century bishop of Constantinople who endured more than his fair 
share of abuse and ill-treatment. But he was one of Godôs great servants. 
He offers five ways of repentance - the perfect start to Lentôs reflections. 
They are five ways to save a wicked world. 
 

Here then are the five highroads to repentance, first acknowledging oneôs 
sins, second forgiving the sins of others, third prayer, fourth almsgiving, 
fifth humility. Do not be idle then, but day by day set out along these 
roads. The going is not difficult, and poverty is no excuse for staying at 
home. Even if you are very poor you can still set aside anger, carry 
yourself humbly, persevere in prayer and acknowledge your sins. éthen 
we may go in a cloud of glory to meet Christ the King of Glory. 

          Brian 

LETTER FROM KATJA KU TTENBERGER 
 

Hello everyone, 
 

Happy New Year to you all! How are you? I hope that you are all doing 

well and have had a wonderful Christmas and a good start to the New 

Year.  
 

I am great but am still missing the weekly Sunday Services at St Oswalds! 

During my time in China so far I learned that a church community like St 

Oswalds is as rare as henôs teeth. In my university town of Tianjin we do 

have a Catholic church with up to 5 services per day. However, in terms of 

a sense of community, warmth and devotion it cannot get close to St 

Oswalds, even a little. 
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Thus, instead of visiting the church services in Tianjin, I discovered my 

love for the churchôs youth group, which is held every Sunday. It is 
Chinese and international students mixed together and we talk about God, 

pray for each other, and learn more about the Holy Spirit. After our 

activities, we often have lunch together, which is always a highlight of my 
week. 
 

At university, I really like my teachers, our amazing facilities, and, of 
course, the delicious food! On campus, there are four canteens, each one 

with two or more floors, where even the most picky eater will definitely find 
something they like! My favourite place is our new library, which it is cozy 

and warm, and the atmosphere of everyone studying makes it easy for me 

to be productive myself!  
 

In terms of my university studies, I successfully finished my first semester 

where I studied Chinese Language. Next Semester I will study the 
Foundation Program, which is designed for international students aiming 

at studying for a bachelor's degree in China and where we will be taught 
Economics, Maths, and Business in Chinese. I am already excited and 

cannot wait for my next Semester in China! In addition, this September I 

am hoping to start studying for my bachelor's degree at a Chinese 
University.  
 

Apart from studying I had the privilege to visit some amazing places in 

Beijing like the Summer Palace, Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City, 

and the Temple of Heaven. Also, I visited the Beijing Zoo where I had the 
unique opportunity to see pandas in real life!  
 

On 16th January I came back to Germany for the holidays. It was amazing 
to see my parents, friends, and family again and enjoy time with them. 

Furthermore, I was finally able to refine my car driving skills again which 
have become a bit rusty since I donôt drive a car in China, hahahah.  
 

How is everything in St Oswalds? I hope that you are all doing great and 
that all is well. 
 

St Oswalds always holds a special part in my heart and I cannot wait to 
hopefully return this summer. When I see other churches or church 

communities I am always reminded of how privileged I have been to have 
been part of a church and church community as warm, welcoming, and 

wonderful as St Oswalds because it is truly one of a kind and one that 

cannot be found somewhere else. 
 

Please all take care and God be with you. 

Katja Kuttenberger 
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A HISTORICAL PERSPEC TIVE ï 260  
FINDING OUT ABOUT OUR CHURCHôS HISTORY, PART 2 

 

In Februaryôs magazine, I commenced a short series of articles discussing 

the range of material available for someone seeking to learn more about 

St Oswaldôs and its history, material that I have used at different times 
over the past twenty years when preparing these monthly articles.  Last 

month, my focus was the written histories of Oswestry, including Priceôs 

History (1815), Edwardsô history known as Some account of the ancient 

and present state of Oswestry (1819), William Cathrallôs History of 

Oswestry (1855), and Isaac Watkinôs Oswestry, with an account of its old 

houses, shops etc. (1920).  This month, we will move on to look at other 

books, booklets, and journal articles, which help us to find out about, and 

to understand our churchôs history.   
 

Clearly, an excellent starting point for anyone in that position is provided 

by the new church guidebook, published last summer ï it is a mine of 

information on many aspects of the churchôs history and the features and 

the fittings to be seen in the building. It is the latest guidebook to St 

Oswaldôs: I have others from 1966, 1987 and 1992. The earliest of the 

three, from 1966, must have been reprinted several times as my copy 

dates from the decimal age, showing the price 20p! In addition, I have 

inherited a copy of the Illustrated souvenir of the Old Parish Church 

printed and published by T. Owen & Son, of óThe Libraryô, Oswestry ï now 

the premises of the British Red Cross charity shop on Queenôs Corner.   
This is undated, but seems to be from the first decade of the 20th century: 

readers are advised that ñmost of the views herein may be had as Pictorial 

Post Cardsò.   
 

As an aside, Mr Owen the printer was the author of Personal 

reminiscences of Oswestry fifty years ago, published in 1904, which 

includes anecdotes on a wide range of topics, of different shop premises, 

of local ócharactersô, including numerous relating to the parish church.  As 

an example, chosen at random, he wrote of the former vicar, the Rev. 

Thomas Salwey, who was an absentee vicar for many years due to his ill -

health.  Mr Owen recalled how the vicar ñused to keep up the connection 

with his flock by occasional pastoral letters, and sometimes by poetical 

effusions, for he was an amateur poet of some distinctionò. 
 

Other local historians, active in the fourth quarter of the 19 th century, wrote 

at length on the parish church.  Askew Roberts, editor of the Advertizer 

and founder of its óBye-Gonesô column
1
,  contributed important  articles  to 

 

1
He is commemorated by the clock above the restaurant óPrezzoô in Church St.  
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the Transactions of the Shropshire Archaeological Society on the history 

of the óOld Churchô (1880) and on the monuments in the churchyard 

(1883), and was doubtless the author of the Advertizerôs detailed 

description of St Oswaldôs at the time of its re-opening in 1874.  And 

Stanley Leighton, Oswestryôs MP from 1876 until his death in 1901
2
, 

prepared a list of the monumental inscriptions to be seen in the church 

prior to its restoration, published in the Montgomeryshire Collections 

(1874).     
 

Also, in terms of local source material, much is to be gained from 

consulting the Advertizer, established in 1849, whose columns 

(particularly in earlier times) can provide us with very detailed descriptions 

of events, including special services, and other matters relating to the 
church.  The ópaper had space, and resources, to report in detail on public 

meetings in the town, including for example discussions relating to the 

church restorations in the 1870s.  Oswestry Library has digital copies of 

the Advertizer, right back to its foundation.  As noted above, the 

Advertizer had a weekly óBye-Gonesô column, from 1871 to 1939, devoted 

to correspondence on local historical matters, which includes much useful 

material relating to church history.  And our church magazines ï some of 

which were collected onto a disk by the Shropshire Family History Society 

ï are another source of information about the day to day life of the church.   
 

Moving away from purely local material, I should mention material 

covering a wider area. The 12-volume Antiquities of Shropshire, published 

between 1854 and 1860, the work of the Rev. R.W. Eyton, rector of St 

Andrewôs, Ryton (near Shifnal), is a valuable source of information on the 

early history of our church
3
.  Another clergyman, the Rev. D.H.S. 

Cranage, curate of Little Wenlock and then of Much Wenlock, later the 

Dean of Norwich, was responsible for the 10-volume Architectural account 

of the churches of Shropshire, published between 1894 and 1912
4
.  His 

writings provide a detailed account of St Oswaldôs, both its history and its 

architecture, up to and including the carved wooden reredos in the Lady 

Chapel, ña memorial to Mr Stanley Leighton, M.P., and é erected in 1902 

by his wife, children, and sistersò.  Cranage was especially taken with the 

church tower, ña deeply interesting buildingò, and he describes it in detail, 

inside and out, noting the ñremains of three fine arched squinchesò which 

supported the former steeple, and the blocked up lower parts of the spiral 

staircase in the towerôs south-western corner. 
 

2
His own gravestone can be seen in the churchyard, close to the Broad Walk  

3
See in particular Volume X, p335-353, relating to the parish church, St Nicholasô chapel 

within Oswestry Castle, and the medieval hospital of St John 
4
Volume IX, p809-817.  See also my article in the parish magazine for January 2019 
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GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 

 

Last year I made an appeal for certain items that the Church required, I 

am extremely grateful for the response.    

 

A Ciborium was given in memory of Mair Bowen from Bill and family. 

 

A set of green vestments and green Altar panels for the Lady chapel 

together with a restored red frontal and a new purple frontal, also two new 

white High Altar clothes given in memory of Vera and Walter Wasteney by 
Christine and Peter. The restoration and work done on the panels and 

frontals was done by Christine. 

 

The Church still needs a set of white vestments which are not, I might 

add, cheap. If anyone would like to donate in memory of a loved one 

please contact either me or the Vicar. 

 

Thank you all for the love and support that you give to St.Oswalds Parish 

Church to the Glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Mike Jones 

Finally, for now, I should mention the Shropshire volume in the series 

known as óThe buildings of Englandô, by Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, published 

in 1958.  St Oswaldôs is covered in just under a page, including details for 

the Lych Gate and the Broad Walk with its wrought iron gates.  Pevsner 

described the restoration of 1872/74 by G.E. Street as ñnot one of [his] 

masterpiecesò. In common with many of the Pevsner guides, the 

Shropshire volume was revised, and published in a longer form, by 

Pevsner and John Newman, in 2006.  This time the parish church merited 

one and a half pages, including details relating to the Victorian fittings and 

stained glass, all omitted from the earlier edition.  The War Memorial in 

the north transept is noted, as is the octagonal Parish Centre, and the 18 th 

century triptych featuring Moses and Aaron, now in the Lady Chapel, is 

described as ñexceptionally fineò. 
 

To be continued next month 

John Pryce-Jones 

 

CLOCKS GO FORWARD 

ON 30 MARCH  
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