THE OXDROVE
Church and Community News
of
The Candover Valley and Wield
Rector: David Chattell, The Rectory, Preston Candover
Tel: 01256 389 474 Email: davidchattell1 72@btinternet.com

Benefice administrator — Tricia Knight email address:
benefice FCW(@hotmail.com Phone 07541 463750
Contact preferred by e-mail

Rota for Services

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay led
The Parishes of Candover Valley and Wield
Readings for Harvest Thanksgiving only:
Deuteronomy 26: 1-11, Philippians 4:4-9
John 6:25-35 Psalm 100

Sunday 4 September 12" Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP

09.30 Wield Matins BCP

09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer

10.00 Preston Candover Morning Worship CW

11.00 Northington Family Harvest Thanksgiving

with Holy Communion CW

11.15 Dummer Sunday Special

Readings  Jeremiah 18:1-11, Philemon 1-21, Luke 14:25-33
Psalm 139

Sermon What will it cost?

Iy
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Sunday 11 September

08.00 Dummer Holy Communion BCP
09.45 Ellistield Morning Prayer

10.00 Preston Candover Morning Worship CW
11.15 Cliddesden Family Communion CW

4.00pm Brown Candover Family Harvest Thanksgiving +
Harvest Tea

6.00pm Wield Evensong BCP

Readings  Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28, 1 Timothy 1:12-17,
Luke 15: 1-10 Psalm 14

Sermon Everyone counts

b

Sunday 18 September

09.00 Wield Holy Communion BCP

09.45 Dummer Family Harvest Thanksgiving
10.00 Preston Candover Family Harvest Thanksgiving +

Brunch
11.15 Cliddesden Family Harvest Thanksgiving
Readings  Jeremiah 8:18- 9:1, 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16:1-13
Psalm 79

Sermon Serving two masters?

)

Saturday 24™ September
6.00pm Cliddesden Holy Communion BCP

)

Sunday 25 September

09.45 Dummer Holy Communion CW
11.00 Brown Candover Morning Prayer + Baptism
11.15 Ellistield Family Harvest Thanksgiving
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Village Halls and Function Rooms For Hire

Swarraton & Northington Village Hall

Built in 1887 as the village reading room and set in its own grounds just off the
B3046 with ample car parking and a large field. An ideal venue for birthday parties,
business functions, weddings and formal events, with a fully equipped kitchen.

villagehall@gmx.com
Candover Valley Club
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses
Licensed bar cvchires@gmail.com
Wield Village Hall

Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses.
Tables & chairs available for separate hire.
Disabled parking, access and toilets

wieldvillagehall@gmail.com

Preston Candover Village Hall
Full Kitchen facilities; crockery, cutlery, furniture
available to hire. Disabled Toilet, and parking

bookpcvh@gmail.com
pevhtreasurr@gmail.com
(financial enquiries)

Editorial Team
Treasurer & Advert Co-ordinator
Ros Partridge 01420 563 816
Harrow Cottage, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
SO24 9RW
rospartridgel@gmail.com

Jean Frost 01420 561 136

5 Pound Close, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD

S0O24 9SH
jeanterry@uwclub.net

Philippa Pellereau 01962 733107
ppellereau(@gmail.com

Technical Producer

Distribution Manager

Copy deadline 14th of each month unless previously agreed with the
Technical Producer
Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any
article. (E-mail copy much appreciated).

Disclaimer
The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in
the Oxdrove and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising
from the use of information and advertisements in this publication.
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4.00pm Bradley Family Harvest Thanksgiving
+ Tea
Readings  Jeremiah 32:1-3, 1 Timothy 6:6-19, Luke 16:19-end
Psalm 91
Sermon Uncrossable chasm
Sunday 2 October
08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP

09.30 Wield Family Harvest Thanksgiving

09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer
10.00 Preston Candover Morning Worship CW
11.15 Dummer Family Service + Baptisms
11.00 Northington Morning Prayer
Readings  Lamentations 1:1-6, 2 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 17:5-10
Psalm 137
Sermon “Doing our duty”

My
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Sidesmen and Readers

Hampshire’s

[riendliest club

-
Porpen v

-8

Gk

Alresford RFC is celebrating 30 years of rugby by giving

FREE ADULT RUGBY

FREE Senior playing
membership

FREE MATCH FEES

UNITY * PURPOSE
FAMILY

Church Date Sidesmen Readers
St John’s 4 Sept Yvonne White Yvonne White
Northington 11.00am
2 Oct Jane Bryant Jane Bryant
11.00am
St Peter’s 11 Sept  Celia Foote Rhys Smith
Brown Candover 4.00pm
25 Sept  Sue Marriott To be advised
11.00am
St Mary 4 Sept Marina Avis Marina Avis
The Virgin 10.00am
Preston Candover
11 Sept  Gunnel Berry Jane Laws &
11.00am Gunnel Berry
18 Sept  Anne Luneburg To be advised
11.00am
2 Oct Anne Luneburg Anne Luneburg
10.00am
All Saints 25 Sept  Andre Don Andrew Don &
Bradley 4.00pm Robyn Gibbons
St James’ 4 Sept Brian Collins Joanna Nelson &
Wield 9.30am Mark Kemp Gee
11 Sept  Robert Grande David Cowley &
6.00pm Eileen Collins
18 Sept  John Lailey Philip Geddes &
9.00am Catherine Simons
2 Oct Alwin Hutchinson Ben Robinson&
9.30am Barbara Wells
Page 4

Accepting that increasing help with daily living is needed
can be difficult to do. Many worry they will compromise
their wish to remain living at home, lifestyle or
independence.

Our Live In Care service offers the ideal solution,
supporting you to remain independent while providing full
time assistance, in the comfort of your home. More
importantly, it offers the peace of mind that you are not
alone. Care can be arranged for short term respite or on
a long term basis. To find out more, call our Live In Care

service todad. ¢+ 01256 700991
www.calidacare.co.uk

Hampshire Woodlands Limited

Tree Management

Tree Care and General Maintenance
Stump Removal

TPO & Conservation Area Planning
Applications

Hedge Cutting
Tree and Hedge Planting

Woodland Management

O e e e

All Areas and Fully Insured

! Telephone: 01 420 561 1 1 8

Email: hantswoods@btinternet.com
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Contemporary Catholic
Co-educational 3-13
Day & Boarding FARLEIGH

“E\:cepz‘i(md[{y we//—zzdjus’z;ed
and kind children

Tatler Schools Guide

e *

Flexible school bus service
from Popham Airfield
direct to Farleigh
(also enquire about our
Winchester / Stockbridge service)

* *

Please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke
E: admissions@farleighschool.com
T: 01264 712838 to book or to arrange a tour

Mark Rawlings

FCA ATII

Chartered Accountant
& Chartered Tax
Advisor

Specialising in Personal and
Business Taxation

Including Self Employed and
Company Accounts.

Telephone

01420 561204

7
HORIZON &

[e]

Family Run Business Est 1988

o Aerial & Dish Installations
Freeview, Freesat, Sky & European.

o Additional TV Points
Magic Eye control & HD.  Phone and ethernet points.

o TV Wall Installation

Free site survey. System planning & advice. Hidden cabling.

© Tuning and set up of your equipment
Cable tidying. Weak/low signal improvement

o WiFi Signal Improvement & Network Cabling
Advice and Solutions for WiFi dead zones in your home

o CCTV Installations

o Audio & Speaker Sytems
Home, Outdoor & Workplace

Checkatrade.com

01256 841860

Visit us at Essex Road, Basingstoke
www.horizonsoundandvision.co.uk
info@horizonsoundandvision.co.uk
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SOUND & VISION i

Incorporating Arport
Chauffeur Services

Airports, Business, Long Distance

Winchester's Premier Chauffeur Service

Luxury Jaguar XJL saloon
& similar prestigious cars

Smart & friendly drivers
Functuality guarantesd
Complimentary newspapers and watar

All major credit cards accepted
www.xlcars.co.uk / info@xlcars.co.uk

Telephone 0196276 10 10

Taking the stress out of road travel

Somy - we do not offer 2 247 local taxi service

Dear Friends

We live in hope! Looking out on the parched grass and wilting plants I’'m
longing for a decent rainfall to irrigate the dry garden and allotment. Of
course by the time this article goes out we might have enjoyed some torren-
tial rain which is why we live in hope because it will rain again! Experience
tells us that the clouds will one day bring the rain we need and water levels in
reservoirs will rise again.

But sitting out this dry hot weather is not easy and we long for cool nights to
sleep better, and the rainfall to satisfy the thirsty land.

In Psalm 63 King David wrote, while living in the desert, of how our longing

for water is akin to another thirst, that of God. “O God...my soul thirsts for

you...in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.” We turn on a tap for
our water and many around the world go to a well or bore hole but how might
we ‘source God’ to satisfy our longings for him? King David explained that

he finds God satisfying his soul like the tastiest of foods, celebrating, actually
revelling, in his loving kindness, goodness, mercy, his help, his character and
in the praise and worship of the perfect God he finds his thirst is satisfied.

Jesus told the crowds of his hearers that he is the ‘water of life’ whoever
drinks of him shall be satisfied. This is an amazing claim that the God who
satisfied the early worshippers of King David’s time is known through Jesus
Christ who satisfies the thirsty who come to him with an invitation to anyone
who thirsts to come to him. (John ch7 verse37)

This water is only a prayer of faith and trust away. When the longing heart
seeks God he promises to give the water of life and his peace and for-
giveness. The ‘tap handle’ turns with our honest acknowledgment of our
need for God, to praise and worship, to listen to, to receive of his presence
and goodness and forgiveness of our sins.

Other ‘waters’ are available but won’t do the above, pleasure, education,
wealth and status will not meet our needs of God who specialises in water for
the soul with all its needs.

You are always welcome to join us in our churches as we worship the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who promises water to all who ask. We
worship because we have found ‘water’ and even when thirsty we live in

hope of God who is faithful.

Blessings
David
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1922 - 2022 Preston Candover Village Hall
celebrates its centenary

The trustees and committee of the village hall has pleasure in inviting all
residents of Preston Candover, Axford and Nutley to mark the occasion.

Drinks and nibbles will be served on Saturday 17th September, between
12.00md and 2.00pm.

Plans are afoot for further events, please keep an eye open for posters on the
notice board, and on social media, for details when available.

Come and join us celebrating 100 years of the village hall, run by the
community for the community.

Harvest Festival at St. Peters, Brown Candover

Harvest Festival at St Peters will take place at 4pm on Sunday 11" Septem-
ber followed by tea in the Brown and Chilton
Candover Club.

All Harvest gifts which the congregation might like to donate, tins and pack-
ets, will be given to the New Alresford Basics Bank.

Family Harvest Thanksgiving at St Mary’s Preston Candover

This will take place on Sunday 18th September at 10.00am. Fresh produce
brought to decorate the church will be auctioned after the service in aid of
Basingstoke Food Bank.

Please also bring donations for the food bank, the latest list of items they are
short of will be on the notice board and in the Community Store.

After the service you are invited to stay and enjoy brunch in the churchyard,
weather permitting.

We hope to see you there, everyone is welcome.
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Hellards

AT home
v H M//}&We/

Successfully selling and
letting property in
The Candover Valley
since 1988.

11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk

01962 736333 alresford@hellards.co.uk
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Church flowers, cleaning and Key Holders
St. John’s Church
Northington
A CATED it THE HISTORIC CITY OF WINCHESTER, St Peter’s Church | Flowers
WE HAVE A STRONG, LONG STANDING REPUTATION FOR PERSONAL SERVICE Brown Candover Harvest Flowers Help needed please
AND HIGH QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE. 2 ’
10 September
FOR INFORMATION ON HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH ANY OF THESE MATTERS:-
. WILLS, PROBATE AND ESTATES
- RESIDENTIAL CONVEYANCING
e COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL AND BUSINESS CONVEYANCING Key Holders
PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01962 868366
Visit our website:- www.wandr.co.uk S b
eptember Edwina Curtis Hayward
8P G
October Jonathan Moseley
THE -
COUNTRY All Saints Church [Flowers and
H O U S E 2 Bradley cleaning September Gibbons Family
COMPANY October Yvonne Burnett
Sales | Lettings | Management
e ————— — - St. Mary
M bl | AR T . The Virgin
Preston Candover
St James’ Church | Flowers
; ; . - Wield August 6 & 13 :
Selling, Letting & Managing properties g Selina Geddes
in the Candover Valley
August 13 & 27 Pauline Lailey
02392 632 275
countryhousecompany.co.uk
Cleaner
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The Bible
Course

Explore the BIG story

This eight-session course is ideal for groups — big and small. Each session
includes video content, discussion time, personal reflection and daily
readings. Explore the BIG story and discover its relevance for today.

Come and discover more about this interactive course:

Where: StLeonard's Church, Cliddesden
When: Provisionally Sunday Mornings from September
At: Time to be confirmed - probably about 11am

For more information and to book your place, contact:

Name: Peter Raine Number: 07944 912025/01256 3812;

Visit biblesociety.org.uk/thebiblecourse to find out more.
- i

© British and Foreign Bible Society 2017 Registered charity 232759 biblesociety.org.uk

THREE RECENT MAJOR CONVERSION PROJECTS

WENFEIN T GREY LT)

coNSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT

Bespoke building projects
for the discerning client...

CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, MODERNISATIONS
AND NEW RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

Telephone: 01256 636 511
www.westportgrey.co.uk

SUBSTANTIAL EXTENSION AND REFURBISHMENT

Specialist footcare treatments
BUPA registered. Referral clinic.
Voted Best Podiatry UK Blogger

o All foot issues

e Nail surgery for
ingrown, problem and
damaged nails

e NEW Ostenil joint
injections and fillers for
painful toes and soles

e Verruca and fungal nail
specialist treatments

e MSK biomechanical
assessments, orthotics

e Heel pain shockwave
therapy

Accredited Podiatry Clinic

Compleet Feet are a complete foot care clinic.

Working alongside other private practitioners and
the NHS to keep people healthy on their feet.

5a Normandy Street Alton GU34 1DD
Tel: 01420 89600

E: info@compleetfeet.co.uk

Blogs: www.compleetfeet.co.uk
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Chipanvell

Traditional local Craftsman
Established over 35 years

Specialist bespoke joinery using European Hardwoods

Purpose Made Joinery

Manufacturing: Doors - Windows - Kitchens
Bedrooms & all hand made furniture
Sign & letter carving

The Woodsheds, Park Corner
Herriard, Hampshire RG25 2PD
Tel/Fax 01256 381 183

L/

\_—/
r ZINS =N

X
Suzanne Andrews
For beautifully made hand finished
curtains, blinds
bedheads etc.

Customised to suit your needs

‘v

Lower Wield
Tel 01256 389605
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To Everyone

It is with very deep sadness, but absolutely no regret that I have resigned
from Preston Candover CofE Primary School after 44 years of working there
as a teacher. It is a very sad way to end my long career and my service to the
community. I joined the school in 1978, and oh my, we had some wonderful
times. [ also married and came to live just outside of Preston Candover in
the same year.

However, I have not been happy at the school for several years. Having to
join a supply company in order to be offered work in my own school, when I
agreed to go to one teaching day a week, only served to compound my
unhappiness at Preston Candover, as I visited and taught in many other love-
ly, happy, welcoming schools.

I have NOT retired, I resigned as I needed to, for my own wellbeing, and
because my trust and faith in the leadership of the school have been
irretrievably broken.

I did not give my life to the school as I was paid for my role. Nevertheless, 1
did everything to the best of my ability, with dedication and love.

I have a great fondness for the many children whom I have taught over the
years and have enjoyed watching lots of you grow into adults and, in some
cases, allow me the opportunity to teach your children. I have worked with
some fantastic people over time but have been greatly saddened, in more
recent years, by the number of colleagues leaving the school. In fact, this
term I left with two other teachers and two members of the support team.

I have a strong faith and loved leading and coordinating Collective Worship
within the school and with the church. I continue to hope that links with the
church and especially our Rector David will be maintained and repaired,
Respectively; Preston Candover is a Church of England School.

I still sincerely maintain that if the children at Preston Candover are expected
to live out the Christian values of Love, Hope and Justice, these values must
be embedded in the hearts and minds of all adults in the school. They should
be naturally practised, as an example, from the top, cascading down through
everyone and all relationships within the school.

With love, all good wishes, and thanks to so many of you for your
friendliness over the years,
Marina (Avis)
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From conversation in a cave with the Taliban to a column in
The Times.

A short piece following on from conversations about August’s Dear Friends.

Dr Amy Orr-Ewing was an Oxford undergraduate, when she and some friends
and a bag full of courage, took Bibles as gifts to Taliban leaders. She was led at the point of
an AK 47 into a cave of Taliban fighters but it all ended well as the fighters took a bible and
a good conversation was had!

Thirty years on Amy, based in Berkshire, lives out mission today explaining and
reasoning the Christian Faith. She is an engaging speaker and a readable author with many
books published.

In my August ‘Dear Friends’ letter I mentioned the article Amy wrote for The
Times newspaper (June 2022) where she described her experience of supporting victims
of abuse as they gave evidence in court. The victims had courage to speak up.

Afterwards, grateful for the calm of a nearby cathedral service she was struck afresh
hearing the words “He will cast the mighty down from their seat...” There are so many
mighty in our world and we know many use their might wrongfully causing harm to others.
Whether on the world stage as politicians or nearer to home there are people with positional
power, who abuse and bully people in the organisation. Those bullied cannot do anything
except to endure abuse and suffer consequent fear and deep anxiety, this is compounded
when those in charge won’t take allegations of abuse seriously.

From personal experience, Amy wrote about an abuser’s typical reaction when
called to account. The acronym DARVO stands for Deny Accuse Reverse Victim and Of-
fender. Denial of abuse is usually the first response with emphatic denials of what the victim
alleges is true. Then follows on a counter accusation to portray the victim as the abuser and
the bully as the victim. This is so common in cases of alleged harassment and bullying cases
that it has been recognised in academic study by Professor Freyd who includes it as part of
her work on Institutional Betrayal. (All found on Google).

In Institutional Betrayal the victim is betrayed by those who should deal with the
abuser (trustees, or co-leaders) but fail to investigate. Often after long delays in investigating
the abuse allegations, the victim is forced into leaving their organisation in which abuse has
taken place compounding the injustice they have experienced. This leaves the abused person
with their integrity under suspicion, suffering from enormous anxiety, sleep loss and mental
health issues. It is clearly very debilitating and I have heard dreadful stories of those who
have suffered in this way. The abuser gets away with their abuse because responsible per-
sons refuse to listen to allegations or are afraid themselves to conduct a proper investigation
since an investigation makes a call on their courage. The soft target here is the victim, the
balance of power is not on their side.

Dr Diane Langberg writes, “It is very important for all of us to remember that tell-
ing an abuse story, facing the truth, and expressing the deep and painful emotions that keep
company with trauma takes tremendous courage.” Enormous courage is required and also
resilience, to endure the process of putting their case against an abuser who is unlikely to be
truthful, may bring reprisals and make the organisation an untenable place to be.

It is an act of ‘love for our neighbour’ to speak up for victims, to hear their allega-
tions, and to support them to find justice- this takes courage rather than standing aside. Those
who do stand up for a victim and courageously take up the issues, may also receive the same
unfair treatment and suffer too. But in doing so we give hope, the alternative is to collude
with oppression leaving the victims to suffer in isolation. Amy heard words of scripture
when she stood alongside victims that gave her hope, may I commend Psalm 37 to you.
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WAST!

REMOVAL SOLUTIONS

' TREATMENT PLANT INSTALLATIONS
SEPTICTANK INSTALLATIONS
CESSPOOL INST. '

LIFTING PUMP INSTALLAT
SEPTIC TANK CLEARANCE
CESSPOOL CLEARANCE

HIGH PRESSURE JETTING
AND CLEARANCE

CCTV SURVEYS AND INSPECTIONS s

RENEWAL OF DR E PIPEWORK

LIFTING PUMP R CEMENT
AND SERVICING

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT METHODS
FAST AND EFFICIENT SERVICE £
OVER 18 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE




Grants available for community chalk stream projects

Live in Care at Home Keen to take action for our local chalk streams, but need help to make your idea a

We care passionately reality? The Watercress and Winterbournes scheme is offering funding for commu-
nity-led projects that protect, enhance, or celebrate the Candover Brook, Cheriton

For many people the questions Stream, Bourne Rivulet, Pillhill Brook, River Arle, Upper Anton, or Upper Test.

about care don't arise until Your project must be based around at least one of the above streams, and must sup-
suddenly, there is a need. port one of two aims. It could improve the condition of locally important chalk
stream habitats, or their associated built heritage. It could also enable people to ex-
plore, enjoy and learn about the streams' natural and cultural heritage. The proposed
activities should be accessible to, or beneficial for, the wider public.

We'd love to hear from passionate groups of people with the drive to bring their vi-
sion to life. You might be part of a parish council, a school, a registered charity, or a

Bluebird Care can provide 24
hours live in care, supporting
you to remain as independent as
possible, living the lifestyle

you choose. Community Interest Company. Voluntary and community groups are also welcome,
provided you're constituted and have your own bank account. If successful, you’ll
Find out more about our Live in Care service today: receive up to £5,000 in funding and have one year to complete your activities.
01256 762324 The projects funded so far have been varied. New Alresford Town Trust created in-
) ] ] formation materials that capture the unique story of the town’s Eel House. Hamp-
bluebird kingsclere@bluebirdcare.co.uk shire Bat Group installed 35 roost.ing boxes to support thq bats that thrive along our
are” bluebirdcare.co.uk/hook-kingsclere chalk streams. Andover Trees United connected communities with the Upper Anton

through artist-led walks and musical performances. Finally, the Watercress Way
Charity are currently developing a programme of educational events focused on the
River Arle.

The deadline for the next round of funding is Monday 3™ October, but we recom-

B W Basmgstoke Window M u I berl‘y Tl‘ee Se rvices mend expressing your interest as soon as possible. You can find more information,

C S (|eaning Services including details of eligibility criteria, on the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife
e Problem Trees? Trust website: www.hiwwt.org.uk/winterbournes/communitygrants. You can also
We use a pure water, reach and wash Fully Qualified Certified Trée contact us at winterbournes@hiwwt.org.uk — we’re happy to answer any questions!
system which allows us to clean even Surgeon with 25 years experience
the most difficult windows Photo courtesy of
We also offer the following services: FI,I"V II'ISU I"Ed Jan Cameron Reid
« Windows cleaned inside Very Competitive Prices

« Conservatory roofs cleaned
« Guttering cleared and cleaned Removal of Dangerous Trees
« Soffits and fascias cleaned Pruning  Shaping « Thinning
For a free no obligation quotation, o Stump Removal » Hedge Cutting
please give us a call Fencing Specialist
on 01256 886241

Simon 07852 117361 Tel: 01962 88 68 66
Dan 07712885345 Mob: 07974 761183
www.BWCS-Online.com www.mulberrytreeservices.co.uk
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. Close contacts of immunocompromised individuals aged 5+
est. 2019 . Frontline healthcare workers, social care workers and care home
workers

C a n d 0 v e r' Va I I e y S t 0 r’ e We will be in contact with official invitations. You will receive either an

SMS text message with a simple online booking option and/or an invitation

———community made —— eter.
Child Flu Clinics

We will also be contacting parents whose children are aged 2-3 or aged 4-17

and have a condition which puts them at greater risk if they get flu.

Children in years R-7 will be vaccinated in school by Schools Health.

Please wait until you get an invitation letter before contacting the surgery.

YOUR COMMUNITY STORE OFFERS

Household essentials from groceries to baby food Welcome to out new GP trainees
Fresh vegetables, fruit and flowers As many of you will know, we are a training practice which means we regu-
Chilled and frozen foods including prepared meals larly host doctors who are undergoing their specialist GP training. Prior to
Local Hampshire produce starting the GP Specialist Training Programme a doctor will usually have
Newspapers and selected magazines worked in a number of different hospital departments gaining skills,

knowledge and experience. The GP training programme takes 3 years and
during the first two years of this a GP trainee will undertake placements in a
number of different medical specialties including a six month placement in a
GP surgery. The final year of the training programme takes place in a differ-
. ent practice where the trainee (or Registrar as they are known) will use the
We look forward to welcomlng YOU! knowledge and experience they have already have to gain the particular skills
of a GP.

We are very pleased to introduce our new cohort of trainee GPs, Dr John
Foreman, Dr Gabriella Bentley & Dr. Alice Maidwell-Smith.

Greetings cards, wines and beautiful gift items
Dry cleaning, prescription services
Coffee, tea, and takeaway drinks

Store trading touns Post Office houns

Monday to Friday Monday to Friday
8:00am - 6:00pm 8:30am - 5:00pm Travelling abroad
Saturday Saturday Immunisations and advice are available through our Travel Service.
8:30am - 5:00pm 9:00am - 12:30pm Please collect a form from Reception, or follow the link on our website to
Sunday Sunday complete the form online, and then make an appointment in our Travel Clin-
ic.
: - 12: I d . .

g:30am 30pm cose The form should be returned to the surgery prior to your appointment.
You will have a telephone appointment initially to discuss all your travel ar-
rangements, then if required a follow up face to face appointment for the vac-

www.cvcs.org.uk cinations. o
Candover Valley Store, Alresford Road, Preston Candover, RG25 2EE You should allow at least 8 weeks to enable vaccination courses to be com-
Tel: 01256 389500 pleted.

There may be a charge for certain vaccines.
For more information please visit our website; https://alresfordsurgery.co.uk/
clinics-and-resources/
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Station Road
Out of hours telephone number ALRESFORD
111 Hampshire

Mask wearing

There has been a change to guidance which we must follow effective 1% July
2022

Please note that due to the rapidly rising rate of Covid infections locally pa-
tients MUST wear a

face mask when attending the Surgery, even if this is just to collect a pre-
scription from our Dispensary.

Thank you for your understanding.

Flu vaccines and COVID Boosters Autumn/ Winter 2022

We are preparing now for the delivery of 2 mass vaccination programmes
that will commence in September/October 2022 (Seasonal influenza and the
COVID autumn booster).

Seasonal influenza vaccination eligibility

. Those aged 50 years and over

. Those aged 5 years to under 49 years in clinical risk groups

. All children aged 2 to 13 on 31 August 2021 (i.e. up to school Year
9)

o Pregnant women

o Those in long-stay residential care homes

o Carers

o Close contacts of immunocompromised individuals aged 5+

. Frontline healthcare workers, social care workers and care home
workers

For more information visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/flu-
influenza-vaccine/

COVID-19 Autumn Booster vaccination eligibility

. Those aged 50 years and over

. Those aged 5 years to under 49 years in clinical risk groups
o Pregnant women

. Those in long-stay residential care homes

o Carers
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The Alresford Surgery

Your community-based local choir needs you!

CANDOVER VALLEY CHOIR

We are recruiting across all voices

The Candover Valley Choir
is always interested in hearing from
potential new singers interested in joining.

The Choir enjoys a wide repertoire including classical,
contemporary, and popular music

This is an ideal time to join the choir, as we set out on the
new programme for the Autumn and Christmas.

If you would like to know more or would like to come and try us
out (there are no auditions),
do contact:

Julian Jones, Choir Chairman, on:
juliang.jones@btinternet.com
or
Jane Bryant, Music Director
07740 871341 - bryantjane50@gmail.com

Rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 7.45
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Walking with Wildlife, Robert Bryant

I was just popping out to top up our birdbath early one bone dry and very
warm summer’s morning and was delighted to find a frog — a full-sized
adult, ochre brown — calmly sitting, soaking in this shallow pool. He was
having a cool dip before hopping off into the parched undergrowth. The
birdbath is a large flat terracotta tray placed in a shady spot on the dried out
lawn, popular with birds to wash and to drink when there is little moisture,
apart from windfall apples and the last of the plums. Bees also line up
around the damp rim to sip.

Unexpected finds may be literally on the doorstep — especially when moth
wings begin to appear on our front porch in mid-July. Odds and ends of
silver-Y moths, these are the remnants of a bat’s dinner, dining alfresco,
perched on top of an old Dutch barometer. It seems that generations of
brown long-eared bats have foraged here for the previous twenty years or so,
using the barometer as a convenient feeding post.

Leaving the roadside verges to romp away unmown in May and June yields
many benefits botanical. Amid the swaying stands of ripening grasses, the
purple heads of knapweeds, plus blue pincushions of scabious, meet the eye.
Pinky-purple splashes reveal another treasure of these strips of chalk
grassland — the cones and domes of the pyramidal orchids. Along the lane
from my home, one or two of these orchids are often to be found on the
verge but with a change in mowing regime, they’ve been left to flower and
set seed, steadily increasing in numbers until this year we counted a record
thirteen of these colourful troopers.

Clumps of dark mullein with their yellow flower spikes are a familiar feature
of wayside verges. In late July, those on Kites Hill at Totford in particular,
are being munched by large caterpillars with distinctive yellow and black
markings. Pale green bands separating each body segment identify those of
the striped lychnis moth, a nationally scarce species found here in the
Candovers.

Robert Bryant
1 August 2022
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LEN STOCKLEY

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

Rotten Wood Repair System
for Windows & Doors

Coving & General Repairs
Over 40 Years Experience

Free Estimates

Tel: 01420 86205 (Alton)
Mobile: 07866 784269

SHAUN BARNEY

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTER &

DECORATOR
LOCAL TRADESMAN WITH 20
YEARS EXPERIENCE
COMPETITIVE RATES
QUALITY WORK

Fully Insured

Tel: 01962 864033
07928 027618

Carer/Girl Friday

Kind and Capable
Available Weekdays

For all Aspects of Care,
Shopping, Meal Preparation,
Showers & Baths,
Appointments,
Companionship
& Any Other Needs.
Fully Qualified Plus Dementia
and End of Life Care, DBS
Checked, Graduate and
Advanced Driver
Contact

Melanie 07845 997 416

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Professional & comprehensive service
Stringent dust control methods used
‘No Mess’ guarantee
Nest guards & weather cowls fitted
Shaft inspection & airflow testing
Multi-fuel (MF) appliances repaired
MF stove accessories fabricated

01962 734029 (Home)
07721 458067 (Mobile)
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WEATHERWISE By Simon Bourne
Summary of weather observations taken at Northington Down in July 2022

Temperatures (degrees centigrade/Fahrenheit)

Highest 34.9/95 (19™)
Lowest 4.8/41 (5™
Warmest Night 19.5/67 (19™)
Coolest Day 19.3/67 (1% & 2™
Average maximum temperature 25.0/77

Average minimum temperature 11.5/52

Rainfall (millimetres/inches)

Monthly total 0.5/0.02 (average 62.4/2.46)
Annual total 246.2/9.69 (average 443.9/17.48
Maximum 24hr. fall 0.3/0.021 1%

Number of days with rain 2

Summary

After a cool start with sunny spells and a few passing light showers, July was
predominantly fine and sunny. High pressure dominated for much of the month and
daytime temperatures increased steadily for two and a half weeks, culminating in
95°F on the 19", It was also the warmest night in over two decades at 67°F on the
19" There was a 19°F drop the following day as temperatures returned more to the
seasonal norm and overall, the temperature for July was above average. The first
measurable rain fell on the 21* but only 0.01 inches. The sunny weather continued
to the end of the month with the occasional light shower. At 0.02 inches and 0.8%
of the normal rainfall, it was the driest month recorded and the lowest year to date
total with just 55% of the long term average.

2022 rainfall === Average (mm)
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WOMEN'S & MEN'S HAIR CUTTING AND

Yoga and Mindfulness
Group and 1-1 classes
Hatha yoga
Slow, gentle yoga

paulbuttler3@hotmail.co.uk

STYLING Yoga for health and wellbeing
REDKEN COLOURING AND RIGHLIGHTING
OCCASION HAR AND BLOWDRYS d PR
LOCAL AND RELIBLE Yoga videos, workshops and retreats
FULLY VTCT QUALIFIED www.rebeccajamesyoga.co.uk
ALL ENQURIES CALL bex.yoga@gmal.com
07707 961999
P C BUTLER Reliable Handyvman
BRICKWORK Fully Insured;
General and Traditional Competitive prices
Building Carpentry, repairs
Roofing, Maintenance and more
& Repairs/ Grass Mowing and
Painting & Decorating Garden Clean up.
) No job too small
No job too small CALL for a quote, today!
01256 781830 or )
07833 586250 Mobile 07479 060 708
or email

abbeyhandyservices@gmail.com
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CllIr Jackie Porter

County Corner - March 2022
County Councillor for the Itchen Valley
Division Jackie Porter,
Jackie.porter@hants.gov.uk, text 07973 696 085

I hope you have enjoyed the summer months despite the very hot

weather. The imposition of water restrictions by Southern Water

bring worries about the security of our water supply to the fore. RAPID is the Reg-
ulators’ Alliance for Progressing Infrastructure Development. As part of this pro-
gramme, Southern Water is developing a scheme to supplement the aquifer water
they already extract for our use. You can see more online at
www.southernwater.co.uk , search ‘Water for life’. Southern Water is proposing to
treat our wastewater as usual, but instead of pumping the treated sewage out to sea
as it does now, it will be added to the reservoir at Havant Thicket, and that water
will be returned to Otterbourne to be cleaned again and processed for drinking wa-
ter. Southern Water is seeking views on the principles of this from the public this
summer- and I’d be interested to hear your views too.

Every year a National Highways Transport Survey is carried out to assess the public
view of highways across the country. You often make your views known to me- this
is your chance to take part!

Go to www.hants.gov.uk/transport/nht-surveys And please give your views on
20mph limits too: go to www.hants.gov.uk ,search ‘20mph’ deadline

11" September.

Winchester was one of the first cities to sign up to Mayors for Peace’ and held the
first event on 9 August. Now over 8000 Mayors across the world share a
commemoration of the dreadful effects of atomic bombs dropped in Japan on the 6™
and 9™ of August. This year a small Ukrainian choir sang of their hope for peace
too. It was a moving event. It is a point in the year which reminds us all that those
nuclear bombs must be the last. Mayor Derek Green is here joined by the first
Mayor for Peace, Eleanor Bell and representatives from Rotary, and the University
of Winchester. Read more on www.mayorsforpeace.org

The County Council is the planning authority for waste management where the
waste is industrial, not rural and although recycling is vital, the inevitable transport
issues make recycling sites a challenge. Experience of several applications in my
division shows me that we all want to recycle, but not near our homes. These sites
are often large, and although business rates make it cheaper to work from rural sites,
we must find economic ways for these much needed businesses to be sited on busi-
ness parks and industrial estates; not in our countryside. Let me know what you
think too. Thank you

Cllr Jackie Porter, text/tel: 07973 696 085, more detail on these links on
www.jackieporter.co.uk

Page 16

6 Candover Valley Club

The Candover Valley Club is located in a beautiful spot next to the church and
fronted by the cricket pitch in the middle of the quiet village of Brown Candover.
We are conveniently situated on the B3046 between Alresford and Basingstoke.

Both the clubroom and the back hall have recently been renovated and have
never looked so inviting. Club night is Saturday from 6.30pm to 10pm if you
fancy a drink, a game of darts or pool and a chat with the locals. Food is also
served between 7pm and 9pm.

Our magnificent Skittle Alley is also available to hire — great for fun evenings with
groups of people and parties!

The club and/or hall are both available to hire at very reasonable rates. We have
a fully licensed bar, fully fitted kitchen and large spaces for wedding receptions

and parties. Please contact Alison at cvchires@gmail.com - No booking is
too large or too small.

We look forward to seeing you soon!

: www.candovervalleyclub.co.uk

facebook.com/candovervalleyclub y @CandoverClub
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THE YARD

Come & visit our beautiful, light-filled café in the heart of the Candover Valley! We
serve the best Moonroast coffee, pastries, cakes & simple, delicious breakfast & lunch.

Open every Fri, Sat & Sun, 9am-4pm.

Whether you're visiting by car, by bicycle or on foot, you're welcome to just turn up, we
have plenty of seating both indoors & outdoors. Parties of 6 & over are welcome to book a
table though if you're keen to be seated indoors.

We also host talks & workshops & a seasonal pop up restaurant.

If you'd like to know what's going on, visit www.theyardhampshire.co.uk
& add your name to our mailing list to receive our monthly newsletters.

www . theyardhampshire.co.uk
Follow us on Instagram @theyard_hampshire
Chilton Manor Farm, Chilton Candover, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9TX

Police Report
At the end of July Police were notified of a break in to a shed of an address in Pres-
ton Candover. Thieves gained access by ripping off a padlock using a jimmy type
implement.
Two cycles have been stolen from within along with STIHL power tools.

Description:  Black racing bike, medium frame with the words
“Specialised" written in red on the down tube. Men’s medium sized rac-

ing bike worth £2,000.00.

White Specialised racing white with Roubaix written across the top
frame, men’s medium sized racing bike worth £2,000.00

Anyone who has information which could help the Police in retrieving these items
please contact PCSO Andy Jones and refer to crime ref 44220298504

Police are seeing a higher spec of cars being used by criminals in the area. If anyone

does see a vehicle that they suspect could be deemed suspicious, again please feel

free to pass onto your local Police contact.

PCSO 13301 Andy Jones

Wield Cricket Club Fixtures - September

Junior coaching is held on the Lower Wield ground every Wednesday
From 6.00 — 7.00pm during the summer term

4 September Wessex Pilgrims 13.30 Home

11 September Rioteers 13.30 Home
18 September Ramsdell 13.00 Home
25 September Lynchmere 13.00 Home

If you are interested in playing a senior game, please contact:
Ben Robinson (captain) 07903 513196,
Paul Johnson (chairman) 07720 349497
Andrew Yorke (president) 07885 193457
Or Georgie Reid (juniors) 07815 152781

Or visit www.wieldcricketclub.co.uk
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INYIS The Water
~Softener

Specmllsts
® New advanced

technology block salt
softeners supplied & fitted

' ® Repairs and servicing
| w | of all makes of softeners
% (domestlc & commercial)

® Reconditioning of most
softener makes with

T — guarantee provided

® | ocally based,;
established over 40 years

No call out charges!

Please call 01256 768171
or 07836 247694

www.amsmayfair.co.uk

katherine lee
garden design

Garden Design services in Hampshire

Is your garden working for you?

| am a qualified garden designer
working in partnership with clients
to ensure your newly designed
garden exceeds your expectations.

Services include:

Site survey and analysis

Master plans

Design proposal

Planting and setting out plans

Project management and visualisations

Or if you are simply looking for guidance
with your existing garden a fresh pair of
eyes can often help to transform your space.

Call: 07531 375759 to arrange a consultation.

Email: hello@katherineleegardendesign.co.uk
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Swarraton and Northington WI
t e During August we have been planning our celebration for the 70™

birthday with a summer lunch party at Avington Lodge.
INSPIRING WOMEN The intense heatwave has meant vigilant watering of the crab
apple tree we planted to mark the Platinum Jubilee
It is surviving and fruiting so thanks to all who have helped carry the cans.

We have received thanks from the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance
charity for the parcel of used stamps we sent.

Please continue to collect your stamps and cut them with a centimetre margin if
possible.

September will open with the Alresford Show on Saturday 3™ at Tichborne Park.
The Alresford Group of WIs will be busy baking and ready to serve teas, coffees,
and homemade biscuits and cakes.

It will be good to see the show return after the two year Covid break.
The WI tent will be in a new position so do come and find us in our new location
near to the horticultural tent.

DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE

4
% W@ﬂa@m
REFLEXOLOGY

Henting & FPlombing

Oil Boilers Serviced & Repaired
Gas & LPG Appliances

Range Cookers Serviced & Repaired

2 g Landlord Gas Safety Certificates
Heating & Plumbing Repairs & Installs

DAVY SHERIDAN Air Source Heat Pumps.
Smart Heating Controls.
MIR.IL &
Clinic in Preston Candover. 07980 295 047
Home Visits Available. 01420 564 341
Four Marks

07549181119 / davysheridan63@gmail.com

Candover Valley Gardening Club

For our July meeting our members enjoyed a wonderful even-
ing wandering around together in the beautiful surroundings of
a very stunning and well maintained garden in Preston Cando-
ver, nicely presented by the gardening team. It was lovely to
socialise and relax with delicious refreshments at the end of

another excellent visit.

On Thursday 15th September at 7:30pm we will be recommencing our indoor meet-
ings. Our very popular speaker Marina Christopher,is a trained Botanist who runs a
nursery in Medstead, grows plants for the Chelsea Flower Show and a garden writ-
er, will be returning with a talk on "Propagation including taking cuttings, collect-
ing seeds and success with sowing". She demonstrates with plant material rather
than a power point presentation, which is very interesting to watch. As usual she
will have many useful items for propagation, as well as plants, tools and sundries
for sale. If you are keen to learn how to increase your plants for free please come
along and join us. Guests are very welcome at £3:00 for the evening.

For more information on the Gardening Club please see our contact details as fol-
lows: Candover Valley Gardening Club on Facebook on our website at http://
candovervalley.org/2021/04candover-valley-gardening-club-2/

BUILDING &
DEVELOPMENTS

Building the future, restoring the past

Extensions : Renovations : New Builds : Conversions : General Building
@ City and Guild Qualified @ Gas Safe Registered Tradesman @ All Electrical Work undertaken

With a combined 35 years experience as builders in New Alresford, Hampshire.
We have grown our reputation as a reliable, friendly and trustworthy building company.
With our extensive knowledge, years of experience and a keen eye for detail, your mind can be put
at rest that you are in safe hands. We aim to customise our services to suit your project’'s needs.

Contact us for your Free no obligation quote!
Mobile: 07805950529 Office: 01256 389247
gregory@amgwombellbuilding.co.uk

amgwombellbuilding.co.uk
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CHARLES READ

& DAUGHTER

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS

REE T T

01420 83551
www.charlesreaddaughter.uk
11-13 Turk Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1AG

To put an advert
into this space,

Contact
Ros

On

rospartridgel (@gmail.com

RICHARD

~STEEL=

& PARTNERS

THE FAMILY OWNED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
‘Serving Hampshire since 1860°

WINCHESTER & ALRESFORD

(0l 962) 862333 (24hrs)

Personal 24 hour Service
Chesil House Venue
Bespoke Funeral Plans

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk

160 years of Family Service

FN\AGILE

PLUMBING

All general plumbing work
undertaken. No job too small!

Bathroom, Wet room and
Utility room design
and installation.

All work fully insured &

guaranteed.

Call 07866 475 274 or email
info@agileplumbing.com

www.agileplumbing.com

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

ROK Construction Ltd

Graham Prosser — Director

GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR

EXTENSIONS
GARAGE CONVERSIONS
PATIOS
NEW BUILDS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

All building work undertaken

Please telephone 07884 230550
for a free, no obligation
Quotation
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SJB

JOINERY & CARPENTRY

Manufacturers & Installers of;
Bespoke Joinery
Cabinet Making
Timber Frame Buildings

Based in the Candover Valley

Sebastian Brand

T : 07849139897
E : sjprand1@hotmail.co.uk

Honeysuckle

Est 1988 INTERIORS

Beautiful Curtains & Blinds
Expertly Made
Professionally Fitted

o 1
X é e =

e e Tinage by Zofany.
Discover More At
www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk
By Appointment

15 Mcon Road Oakley RG23 7AL
Telephone 01256 780831
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So’rurdcy"ﬁ" ™ & Sep're;nbergOQZ

HAE -
Private View on Friday 23rd Septe

el - |
The countryside charity

CPRE Hampshire
~

For more'information and to book tickets, visit
https://www.cprehampshire.org.uk/get-involved/events/

Friday Mornings 11am-12noon Term Time
ot 1gth, 237 30" (MacMillan cake sale) September and 7™, 14™ 215" October (not 28™ for half term)
0 - 4 year olds and their grown-ups.
A warm welcome awaits you - we look forward to you joining us.

Cost: £2 donation per family

Contact:
Melanie (07833-528040) Claire (07757 498653)
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INTERNATIONAL CRICKET AT WIELD

Wield Cricket Club hosted a team from the Falkland Islands on
13"™ August. The match was the idea of Matt and Jaz at The Yew
Tree as they had spent many happy years running a hotel in Port
Stanley and had heard that the Falklands were sending a cricket
team to play in the Commonwealth Games. This prompted David
Cowley, who 1s Chairman of the tri Service Charity The Not
Forgotten, to invite a group of Falkland veterans to attend to come
to Wield to celebrate the 40™ anniversary of the victory in the
Falklands.

It was a perfect celebration day with sunshine, good cricket, an
outstanding cricket tea which was laid on for the players and the
veterans, and much reminiscing and banter between the veterans,
some of whom had not seen each other for over thirty years. The
Parachute Regiment veterans looked very smart in their blazers
and berets and Wield can never have seen so many medals all in
one place.

Along with the cricket and the famous tea another highlight of the
day was the presentation of a cheque for £21,250 to The Not
Forgotten by Rachel Webster, a veteran of the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, who ran ten miles for each Para who lost their lives
in the Falklands War in a staggering marathon of 240 miles.

The day ended with wonderful Yew Tree celebration where more
money was raised for Falkland veterans. A huge thank you from
all the veterans and the spectators to Matt and Jaz and to Wield
Cricket Club who gave all the visitors such a warm welcome.

Wield won the match but the result did not matter as much as the
fun and friendship enjoyed by everyone on the day.
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Candover Valley Store

A new term

We wish all the pupils in our communities a happy return to their schools and colleges
this month. As the youngest children embark on the adventure of first days at pre-school
or “big” school, we will be at the ready, to soothe Mums and Dads with comforting
post-goodbye cups of coffee and slices of cake!

POS system progress

By the time you read this, the store’s new point-of-sale system should be up and running
and management team members will be beginning to reap the benefits of its more
sophisticated technology. Among the functions that will be made easier and quicker, will
be monitoring stock levels, ordering, and creating shelf labels. We expect the new system
to prove itself well worth the many hours of work required to prepare for and execute
the switch.

Basingstoke Foodbank donations

We are again inviting you to donate food and other items, via the store, to the Basing-
stoke Foodbank. A list of the goods that the foodbank needs will be posted in the store
and these items may be purchased and left for a volunteer to take to the distribution cen-
tre. The foodbank is short of: UHT milk; powdered/dried milk; tinned fruit; savoury
spread; long-life fruit juice; fruit squash; desserts/puddings; cooking sauces; size 3 and 6
nappies; household surface cleaner; men’s shaving gel; shampoo. Many people in our area
are

currently facing unprecedented financial challenges. Every single donation will be gratefully
received and will undoubtedly make a real difference to those in need. We thank you in
advance for your generosity. Preston Candover resident, Anne Luneberg, kindly acts as
our link with the foodbank.

Community Projects Fund

Are you a member of a local club or society? If you are and there is a project you would
like to undertake but need a financial boost to achieve it, the store has a fund which may
be able to help. The next application phase closes in January 2023, so there’s plenty of
time to put your case together. Application forms are available from Jocelyn Rogerson
(01256 38966 1) who will be happy to provide more information about the process.
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Candover VG"ey Pre-School (within Preston Candover Primary School)
Tel: 01256-389008 Email: cvpadmin@btconnect.com

Website: https://www.candovervalleypreschool. co. uk/
Opening times: Mon - Thurs 8.30am - 3.15pm Fri 8.30 - 11.45pm

Hello from CVP!

I hope you have all had a wonderful Summer with your families and friends as
much as is possible during these times.

We are so excited to be back for a new term. Our little ones have grown up so much
over the Summer and we have been welcoming our new starter children. We have
been reading the story Owl Babies, a wonderful story about the transition when
Mummy has to leave us for a little while and it is hugely helpful in talking with the
children coming back after a break or starting pre-school for the first time.

So much fun to be had playing with all the fantastic resources and activities that we
have on offer. So many different sensory trays to choose from, painting, sand, wa-
ter and of course mud play.

Our Forest Leaders are so excited to be back at the forest! Busy setting up ready for
a new year full of fun with our children on Monday afternoons and Thursday morn-
ings, exploring and learning about nature again.

About CVP:

We are situated in the beautiful village of Preston Candover, only 5 miles from Ba-
singstoke and Alresford. We are a long-term Ofsted OUTSTANDING setting
providing children with exceptional care and learning.

If you are interested in coming to view the Pre-School, please contact us for a So-
cially Distanced Show Around. We are still also offering our usual Settling-In ses-
sions and Garden Visits for parents to meet their child’s Key Person, ensuring chil-
dren feel confident and happy when they start with us. We also offer 15 and 30 hour
funded places. You can find lots of photos and information via our website or our
Google listing online.

We look forward to welcoming you very soon!

Best wishes,
Lisa Collisson
Pre-School Head

On the Farm - Ben Robinson

It has thankfully just started raining after six weeks without any measurable
rain. Even before the last rainfall on 1™ July it was very dry.

The countryside has been a tinderbox, with many fires around the county and
further afield. As the combine was cutting at the top of Chalky Hill, Med-
stead, a spark caused the straw to ignite and start a major blaze. Luckily the
combine did not catch light. The quick actions of those working in the field
and the massive help of our farming neighbours prevented the fire spreading
further than the field it started it. At one stage it looked like both the nearby
woodland and the next door vineyard could go up in flames too. As it was
about 5 acres of standing crop and 15 acres of straw in the swath was de-
stroyed.

If a fire starts in a field while it is being cut it is best to cultivate around the
area ablaze to create a firebreak which removes the fuel from the path of the
flames. This worked well on our fire, however the very hot temperatures, ex-
ceptionally dry straw and stiff breeze enabled the flames to periodically jump
across firebreaks. These smaller fires that crossed the breaks had to be extin-
guished by farm water bowsers and also the excellent fire brigade. The local
fire service had done quite a bit of practice at fighting field fires this season
before they got to us! I would like to thank them for their efforts as well as
our farming neighbours the Tickners, Grahams, Laileys and Gibbons for their

quick actions without which the situation could have got seriously out of
hand.

I am not too involved with the cereal harvest, however we do cart the straw
back for use as winter cattle bedding. The straw this year has been incredibly
dry and the baling hassle free. This means the absorbent quality should be
good. The challenge is that very dry straw is shattered by a modern rotary
combine which means that picking up the bales with our JCB attachment is
quite difficult as the spikes don’t grip in the bale as well.

There are many bale stacks in the area currently- however please don’t be
tempted to climb them or allow children in your care to scale them. They are
not the small bale stacks of old. A modern 6 string straw bale can weigh ap-
proaching half a ton. Very few people survive to tell the tale of one of those
landing on them.

Page 25



No more waiting for replies, if it’s available it’s yours to hire!

Book online - Pay online - Use

Run by the community,

For block bookings and community groups
please email: bookings@pcvh.org.uk

for the community.
Charity number:285581

Info@pevh.or.uk www.pevh.org.uk
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,f., Fundraising for
el ’ THE ROSEMARY
s FOUNDATION
/"™ HOSPICE AT HOME

West Meon Music Festival
8th—I| [th September 2022

The Primrose Piano Quartet
and Guests

www.westmeonmusic.co.uk

Charity Number: | 185082
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