Village Halls and Function Rooms For Hire

Swarraton & Northington Village Hall

Built in 1887 as the village reading room and set in its own grounds just off
the B3046 with ample car parking and a large field. An ideal venue for birth-
day parties, business functions, weddings and formal events, with a fully
equipped kitchen.

Email villagehall@gmx.com

Candover Valley Club
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses
Licensed bar

cvchires@gmail.com

Wield Village Hall wieldvillagehall@gmail.com
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses.

Tables & chairs available for separate hire.

Disabled parking, access and toilets
Preston Candover Village Hall Book online www.pcvh.org.uk,
Contact us on info@pcvh.org.uk
Fully equipped venue to hire with kitchen

facilities, disabled access and toilet and parking.

Editorial Team

Treasurer & Advert Co-ordinator
Ros Partridge 01420 563 816
Harrow Cottage, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
SO24 9RW
rospartridge 1 @gmail.com

Jean Frost 01420 561 136
5 Pound Close, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
SO24 9SH
jeanterry@uwclub.net
Philippa Pellereau 01962 733107
ppellereau@gmail.com

Technical Producer

Distribution Manager

Copy deadline 14th of each month unless previously agreed with the
Technical Producer
Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any arti-
cle. (E-mail copy much appreciated).
Disclaimer

The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in the
Oxdrove and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from
the use of information and advertisements in this publication.
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THE OXDROVE
Church and Community News
of
The Candover Valley and Wield

Rector: David Chattell, The Rectory, Preston Candover
Tel: 01256 389 474 Email: davidchattell1 72@btinternet.com

Benefice administrator — Tricia Knight email address:
beneficeFCW@hotmail.com Phone 07541 463750

Contact preferred by e-mail

Rotg for Services

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay led

The Parishes of Candover Valley and Wield

Sunday 1% January 2023

10.30 Preston Candover

Readings  Numbers 6.22-end Galatians 4.4-7 Luke 2.15-21
Sermon In the fullness of time

3395

Sunday 8 January Epiphany

08.00 Dummer Holy Communion BCP
09.45 Ellisfield Morning Prayer
10.00 Preston Candover Morning Worship CW
11.15 Cliddesden Family Communion CW
6.00pm Wield Evensong BCP
Readings Isaiah 60.1-6 Ephesians 3.1-12 Matthew 2.1-12
Psalm 72.1-9,10-15
Sermon We are all included
1
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Sunday 15 January 2"* Sunday of Epiphany

09.00
09.45
10.00
11.15
Readings

Sermon

Wield Holy Communion BCP
Dummer Holy Communion
Preston Candover
Cliddesden

Isaiah 49:1-7, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42
Psalm 49.1-12

Holy Communion

Family Service

Come and see!

2995

Sunday 22 January 3" Sunday of Epiphany

9.45
11:00
11.15
Readings

Sermon

Dummer Holy Communion CW
Brown Candover Morning Prayer

Ellisfield Family Holy Communion

Isaiah 9:1-4, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-23

Psalm 27
The message of the Kingdom

PR

Sunday 29 January 4™ Sunday of Epiphany

Hampshire's UNITY : PURPOSE

[friendliest club 2 FAMILY

P
Alresford RFC is celebrating 30 years of rugby by giving
FREE ADULT RUGBY
FREE Senior playing
membership
FREE MATCH FEES
OF o)

Scan the Q or FREE
membership websit

\bershi ur website
www.alresfordrfc.co.uk

09:30 Bradley Holy Communion

11:00 Farleigh Wallop Holy Communion

Readings  Malachi 3:1-5, Hebrews 2:14-end, Luke 2:22-40
Psalm 24

Sermon Jesus,; merciful and faithful high priest

2

Hampshire Woodlands Limited

Tree Management

TPO &

Accepting that increasing help with daily living is needed
can be difficult to do. Many worry they will compromise
their wish to remain living at home, lifestyle or
independence.

Our Live In Care service offers the ideal solution,
supporting you to remain independent while providing full
time assistance, in the comfort of your home. More
importantly, it offers the peace of mind that you are not
alone. Care can be arranged for short term respite or on

e e e e e e e

Tree Care and General Maintenance

Stump Removal

Applications

Hedge Cutting

Tree and Hedge Planting
Woodland Management

All Areas and Fully Insured

Conservation Area Planning

a long term basis. To find out more, call our Live In Care

service today. t: 01256 700991 i Telephone: 01 420 561 1 1 8

www.calidacare.co.uk

Email: hantswoods@btinternet.com
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Contemporacy Catholic Mark R [i Sunday 5 February 3" Sunday before Lent
Co-educational 3-13 ; ar awlin g S 08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP

Day & Boarding FARLEIGH F CA ATII 09.45 Cliddesden

Morning Prayer

Exceptionally well-adjusted Chartered Accountant 11:00 Northington Holy Communion
and kind children & Chartered Tax
Tatler Schools Guide Advis Or 1 1 . 1 5 Dummer Sul’lday SpeCIal
— Specialising in Personal and Readings  Isaiah 58:1-9, 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20
Flexible school bus service Business Taxation Psalm 112.1-9
fi Popham Airfiel
rom Popham Airfield Including Sell Employed and Sermon The wisdom of God

direct to Farleigh

Company Accounts.
(also enquire about our

Winchester / Stockbridge service) T e 1 e h one

Launch Concert for the Organ

* *
01420 561204
Please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke
Conservation and Restoration Project

E: admissions@farleighschool.com
T: 01264 712838 to book or to arrange a tour

Vox Lucis
V o) I N Heritage Sunday 20th November 2022 saw the launch
H 0 R IZ N & A Incorporating Airport F d . .
- NAY XL C : un concert of the organ restoration project for St
SOUND & VISION ¢ o ars Chauffer Services N : t .
O R s vt > John’s Church, Northington. This was a splendid
Family Run Business Est 1988
Family Run Business Est 1988 Airports, Business, Long Distance> Advent concert presented by our wonderful local
o Aerial & Dish Installations : : : :
Freeview, Freesat, Sky & European. Winchester's Premier Chauffeur Services a capel}a group, Vox Lucis, who were in their usual excellent voice.
o Additional TV Points ‘ The mix of motets . .
Magic Eye control & HD. ~ Phone and ethernet points. Luxury Jaguar XJL Saloon and hymns, each selpcted to represent the themes associated with Ad-
o TV Wall Installation vent — hope, peace, joy
Free sit . System planning & advice. Hidd bling. imi iai . . .
100 ST SR SYSEPRITG SRS, TEEEEANS & Similar Prestigious Cars and love — attracted a large and enthusiastic audience. One hundred or
o Tuning and set up of your equipment . . . . . .
Cable tidying. Weak/low signal improvement Smart & Fnendly Drivers SO voices _]Olned m
o WiFi Signal Improvement & Network Cabling Punctuality Guaranteed the glorious hymns, acpompanled by renowped organist, Chylstopher
Advice and Solutions for WiFi dead zones in your home Burton, who also provided two superb and interesting solo pieces on
o CCTV Installations Complimentary Newspapers & Water the organ. The concert was successful in exceeding its target and
 Audio & Speaker Sytems All Major Credit Cards Accepted raised £750 towards the restoration fund appeal. We wish to extend
Hoe, Outdor & Worpiace " o l < info@l ) many thanks not only to Vox Lucis but also to all those who came to
seratrade.com www.lears.co.uk /info@xlcars.co.u and contributed to this special Advent evening of reflection and cele-
Telephone 0196276 10 10 bration with some excellent hymn-singing. And we very much look
. 01256 8418_60 Taking The Stress Out of Road Travel forward to the next Vox Lucis concert in St John’s in the near future.
Visit us at Essex Road, Basingstoke o . .
www.horizonsoundandvision.co.uk Sorry - we do not offer a 24/7 local taxi service St John’s Organ Project Steering Group
info@horizonsoundandyvision.co.uk
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Sidesmen and Readers

Church Date Sidesmen Readers %
St John’s Mark Ashburton Mark Ashburton
| |EI la 'I‘C]S
St Peter’s 21 Jan Sue Marriott Celia Foote
Brown
Candover 11.00am ﬁ
St Mary 1 Jan Anne Luneburg ~ Anne Luneburg A h/o me’
The Virgin 10.30 . E / W
Preston ->lUam
Candover L’M/ Mﬁs &

8 Jan Gunnel Berry Sue Marriott &

10.00 G 1B H

o el Berry Successfully selling and

15 Jan Marina Avis To be advised | etti ng p ro pe rty i n

5 Feb Marina Avis Jane Laws T h e Ca ndove r Va | |ey

10.00am since 1988.
All Saints
Bradley

gL = 0= = R e A g

St James’ .
Wield Sales | Property Management | Lettings

11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk

01962 736333

alresford@hellards.co.uk




WARNER AND RICHARDSON LLP ARE INDEPENDENT SOLICITORS
LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC CITY OF WINCHESTER.

WE HAVE A STRONG, LONG STANDING REPUTATION FOR PERSONAL SERVICE
AND HIGH QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE.

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH ANY OF THESE MATTERS:-

e WILLS, PROBATE AND ESTATES
e RESIDENTIAL CONVEYANCING
e« COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL AND BUSINESS CONVEYANCING

PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01962 868366

Visit our website:- www.wandr.co.uk

&

> s%:gts?ming

W Sog,,
%

S,

COUNTRY
HOUSE

COMPANY

Sales 1 Lettings | Management

Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in the Candover Valley

Q) RICS
® 01730 771222
y e countryhousecompany.co.uk

Dear Friends
Happy New Year!

I smiled when I heard a Big Issue seller announcing to passers-by that all proceeds
would go toward ‘Putin’s funeral” and coming soon after Jeremy Clarkson’s
newspaper column about Meghan Markle, I reflected on humour and what makes
one person laugh and another angry. Dark humour is found in the armed forces,
police and other public services, even Clergy have ‘in jokes’ about serious things!
Humour helps us cope with life, not having a laugh about something, taking things
too seriously, is it an indication that maybe we lack perspective?

An organisation I know with a peculiarly high staff turnover once had a new and
very able professional join and was surprised that a number of staff were leaving that
year. “O yes”, came the reply, “that’s usual, it will be your turn next year!” Sadly,
though said in jest that happened and joking about the revolving door was both funny
and a way of coping with the dysfunctional working environment.

There is something about the human spirit that needs laughter, fun and to be joyful,
look at all the TV and radio programs designed around comedy! Joyous living is
celebrated in the Bible when the Psalms make references to singing, dancing, and
sheer enjoyment of this gift of life in all its fullness, for God’s people to enjoy peace
and harmony all with an abundance of blessings.

Sadly, we know there are many things that steal our joy and happiness from the
natural causes such as sickness and bereavements to human sin through abuse of
power, crime and relationship breakdown when instead of thriving we are robbed of
joy in the workplace and in the home.

A quote I like to give to our wedding couples is from Dr Elaine Storkey, sometime
speaker on Thought for the Day, “It is often in the times of disappointments and
even failure that they discover there are some things more important than the tidiness
of a self-organised existence...marriage takes two individual human beings and
moulds then into one union...perhaps one of the clearest indications that there is a
God...not any old God but one of humour...who sees through the ridiculousness of
our human idiosyncrasies and invites us to taste community”

Laughing at ourselves shows self-awareness and we glimpse in ourselves what is
obvious to others! The gift of laughter brings bonding, nurtures group activity,
breaks down inhibitions and is a wonderful gift in facilitating closer community.
So, a very happy new year to you and why not explore the ‘joy-giver’ the God of
Christian faith who gave us the gift of humour and laughter?

Every blessing for 2023
David



Oxdrove Subscriptions
Thank you all for your input to the
Oxdrove over the past year. Without your
support and the articles you send in, we
would not have the Oxdrove.

Now is the time to pay your
i subscriptions

The cost is the same this year as last,
£10 per year.
The Oxdrove is sent to all homes in the Candover valley every
month so the cost is less that £1.00 per issue.

How to make your payment:
You can pay Online to:
Sort code: 30-99-71  Account Number: 00566963
Account Name: Candover Valley Parish Magazine (Oxdrove)
Please ensure that you tell us which village you live in,
egW, B, N, CC, BC or PC)

Or
In cash: Please put your money in the envelope attached to your
magazine and hand to your distributor.

Or
By cheque: Please put your cheque in the envelope attached to your
magazine and hand to your distributor.

This is important:
Cheques must be made payable to:

Candover Valley Parish Magazine (Oxdrove)

AN T GREY LTI

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT - DEVELOPMENT

Bespoke building projects
for the discerning client...

CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, MODERNISATIONS
AND NEW RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

Telephone: 01256 636 511
www.westportgrey.co.uk

SUBSTANTIAL EXTENSION AND REFURBISHMENT

000000000
Specialist footcare treatments 0

BUPA registered. Referral clinic. C @9&1! Feet

Voted Best Podiatry UK Blogger
Alton

o All foot issues
o Nail surgery for

Accredited Podiatry Clinic

Compleet Feet are a complete foot care clinic. ingrown, problem and
Working alongside other private practitioners and

damaged nails

o NEW Ostenil joint
injections and fillers for
painful toes and soles

e Verruca and fungal nail
specialist treatments

® MSK biomechanical
assessments, orthotics

o Heel pain shockwave
therapy

the NHS to keep people healthy on their feet.

5a Normandy Street Alton GU34 1DD
Tel: 01420 89600
E: info@compleetfeet.co.uk

Blogs: www.compleetfeet.co.uk
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Chipandell

Traditional local Craftsman
Established over 35 years
Specialist bespoke joinery using European Hardwoods

Purpose Made Joinery

Manufacturing: Doors - Windows -
Kitchens

The Woodsheds, Park Corner
Herriard, Hampshire RG25 2PD

|
77

= TS = =

Suzanne Andrews

For beautifully made hand finished,
small loose covers, bedheads,
upholstery, curtains, blinds and more.

Individually tailored
in your fabric or ours.

Lower Wield
07976 388743
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St John’s Northington
Launch of Organ Conservation and Restoration Project
News update: December 2022

The PCC of St John’s Church Northington is pleased to announce the formal
launch of its Organ Conservation and Restoration Project. The PCC was
delighted and grateful to have received a National Lottery Heritage Fund
grant towards this

exciting heritage project. Made possible by money raised by National Lot-
tery players, and with additional support through a successful fundraising
campaign including a grant from the Hampshire and the Island Historic
Churches Trust and generous private donors, this will not only ensure the
conservation of our heritage instrument, but it will also deliver an associated
inspiring and creative education and community programme.

The project, which will run until the end of January 2024 (although the Or-
gan itself will be back in use by early May 2023), was launched during No-
vember with a community event in Northington Village Hall, and a concert
in St John’s by local choir, Vox Lucis. The education and community pro-
gramme will be facilitated by music animateur, Neil Valentine. This dynam-
ic role will help to highlight the heritage of the church and its organ through,
amongst other things, workshops for children, organ and choir concerts and
participatory community music events working with a range of partners in-
cluding Hampshire Music Service and the Grange Festival. At the heart of
the education involvement is an innovative approach which will see students
from Perins School, Alresford, working on a cross curricular English, Histo-
ry, Film, and Creative Arts programme, resulting in a new, young people-
led, digital guide to the heritage of the church.

We will keep you in touch with progress and events via the Oxdrove, Hill
and Dale, and via our new website which the Lottery grant will also enable
us to create.

Work on the organ itself will start from the New Year.

For further information - do contact Jane Bryant, St John’s PCC
Organ Project Lead (bryantjaneS0@gmail.com), or any other
member of
St John’s PCC.

Made possible with

Heritage
! Fund




Church flowers, cleaning and Key Holders

St. John’s
Church

Northington

St Peter’s
Church

Brown
Candover

Key Holders

January

February

Sue Marriott

Celia Foote

All Saints
Church

Bradley

St. Mary
The Virgin

Preston
Candover

St James’
Church

Wield

Cleaner

WET WASTE

REMOVAL SOLUTIONS

TREATMENT PLANT INSTALLATIONS
SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATIONS
CESSPOOL INSTALLATIONS
LIFTING PUMP INSTALLATIONS
SEPTIC TANK CLEARANCE
CESSPOOL CLEARANCE
HIGH PRESSURE JETTING
AND CLEARANCE
CCTV SURVEYS AND INSPECTIONS

LIFTING PUMP REPLACEMENT
AND SERVICING

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT METHODS

Iy WASTE DERCSA

"y khperyesscodd




WOMEN'S & MEN'S HAIR CUTTING AND
STYLING

REDKEN COLOURING AND HIGHLIGHTING

OCCASION HAIR AND BLOWDRYS
LOCAL AND RELIABLE

FULLY VTCT QUALIFIED

ALL ENQUIRIES CALL
07707 961999

Yoga and Mindfulness

Group and 1-1 classes
in-person and on zoom

YOGA THERAPY
"Yoga therapy is the professional application of
the principles and practices of yoga to promote
health and well-being within a therapeutic
relationship that includes personalised
assessment, goal setting, lifestyle management,
and yoga practices." IAYT

8-week Mindfulness for Stress
Reduction courses

www.rebeccajamesyoga.co.uk
bex.yoga@gmail.com 07929 185 057

P C Butler
Brickwork

General and Traditional
Building
Roofing, Maintenance
Repairs
Painting & Decorating

No Job Too Small

Tel: 01256 781830
Mobile: 07833 586250

paulbutler3@hotmail.co.uk

Reliable
Handyman

Fully Insured;
Competitive prices
Carpentry, repairs

and more
Grass Mowing and
Garden Clean up.
No job too small
CALL for a quote, today!

Mobile 07479 060 708

or email

RBL Poppy Appeal 2022

LEGION I would like to say a huge thank you on behalf
of the Poppy

Appeal and RBL for such fantastic support from
our collecting volunteers and “homes” of the

¥ static boxes this year.

Despite the difficult economic crisis that we are
experiencing, the public generosity has been amazing.

A heartfelt thanks from all our recipients to all of you who gave
so generously.

The grand total from the church service and collecting boxes in
the valley raised £4684.62 plus gift aid.

Many thanks to all involved.

Joanna Gibbons
Poppy Appeal Organiser SBA13 Preston Candover
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POLAR EXCHANGE SKIWEAR
& ACTESSORIES FOR ALL AGES

Extensive choice. An exciting collection of performance
ski kit and cold weather wear for every age.
New location. Our fabulous showroom outside
Alresford is the best way to try a variety of styles & sizes
before you buy. Open by appointment from October to
Easter, please email us to book a slot or make an enquiry.
Same great service. Seasoned skiers ourselves, we
offer buyers guidance in our showroom and at selected
’ school events.

email: skiweér@pqlarexc.i'larl\g';e.;;o.uk | 07783 538389 | 07767 238874 | www.polarexchange.co.uk




Race Night

Organised by WCC
Saturday 14 January 2023

An evening of thrills, spills &
laughter in Upper Wield
Village Hall

Commentated viewing of eight races on Wield'’s
Big Screen

* Punters to gather@7.00pm; first Race @7.30pm

* Book your space as an individual, couple or table of 8
* £10.00 per person in advance/£12.00 on the door
Cash bar

* Bring your own picnic, crockery & cutlery

* Raffle

* Tote betting in £1.00 denominations

*

* Prizes for winning owners - £10.00 buys a horse
* To sponsor a race & get publicised in the race card,
contact PJ by 8 January: paul.johnson@ha-limited.co.uk

To reserve your space in advance or for more details
contact Nicola: ndes@kingsfarm.co.uk

Advance payments contact ed.reid@rocketmail.com

1U

The new urgent care maternity app is now live across Hampshire and the Isle
of Wight. The new service which provides consistent advice for pregnant
people 24 hours a day 7 days a week, was launched on Monday 28 November
2022.

Pregnant people are being encouraged to download the Healthier Together
app, which already provides help and advice for parents regarding their chil-
dren and they can log any maternity concerns they may encounter during
their pregnancy.

The app will ask the user to assess their symptoms and it will then decide if
they fall into a red, amber or green category. The outcomes of those catego-
ries are:

Red: These issues will be classed as an emergency and will require the user
to call 999.

Amber: The user will be advised to call the maternity triage line if the con-
cern is maternity related or will be advised to contact their GP surgery or 111
if out of hours.

For both the red and amber categories the user can press a button on the app
and they will automatically be connected to the service that has been recom-
mended.

Green: The user will be directed to information to self-care at home.

If the user is directed to call the maternity triage line, they will be connected
to a midwife either at South Central Ambulance Services (SCAS) in Otter-
bourne or at the Isle of Wight ambulance station. They will be triaged by the
midwives and, if required, advised to attend their local Maternity Day As-
sessment Unit (MDAU) for further assessment.

Travel vaccinations

Due to a high demand for vaccinations & minimal availability we are asking
for a minimum of 12 weeks’ notice for travel vaccinations, this includes all
NHS funded travel vaccinations.

If you provide us with 12 weeks or less notice you will be asked to a private
travel clinic for your vaccinations.
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The Alresford Surgery
Station Road

Out of hours telephone number ALRESFORD
111 Hampshire

Blood Test appointments - Hampshire hospitals

The Phlebotomy Service at Hampshire Hospitals is an appointment only ser-
vice & has been for some time.

We would like to encourage Patients to sign up to online booking system by
using the following:

winchester.sangixcloud.com, basingstoke.sangixcloud.com
andover.sangixcloud.com. or by searching blood tests on hampshirehospi-
tals.nhs.uk

Patients will need to click on SIGN UP to create an account before they can
login to book a blood test.

Patients are still able to access the telephone booking line by calling 01256
314751 between 9.00am — 4.30pm Monday to Friday.

We would like to remind you that the phlebotomy department does not pro-
vide a walk-in service.

If a patient requires an urgent blood test, they ask that the patient calls their
telephone booking line to arrange an appointment.

Healthier Together:

It can be extremely stressful when your child is unwell. We know that there
is a huge amount of information available at your fingertips but finding
something that provides clear and accurate information is not always easy!
The resources on the Healthier Together website have been developed in
partnership between parents and healthcare professionals from across Dorset,
Hampshire, and the Isle of Wight. You'll find clear information on common
childhood illnesses, including advice on what 'red-flag' signs to look out for,
where to seek help if required, what you should do to keep your child com-
fortable and how long your child's symptoms are likely to last.
https://what0-18.nhs.uk/ they also have a whole section on Covid, Strep A &
Scarlet Fever.

Pneumonia vaccinations

The pneumonia vaccination is a one-off vaccination for patients who are 65
or over.

You will be invited for this vaccination once you pass your 65" birthday &
we can offer the vaccination at the surgery.

We have several pneumonia vaccination clinics planned for January; eligible
patients will be contacted over the coming weeks to book into these.

New urgent care maternity app
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From Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, Alresford & Itchen Valley
0207 219 7189 (House of Commons) Email: steve.brine.mp@parliament.uk

Happy New Year! There is no question, 2023 will have its’ moments but we’ve
much to be grateful for and I know those of us living in the beautiful Itchen Valley
know that more than most.

Parliament always has its’ moments of course but constituents will forgive me for
hoping the next 12-months is a little more boring than the last. As ever, I will be
getting on with my job and whether it be around education, my ongoing Green Win-
chester work or my role as Chair of the Health & Social Care Select Committee,
there’s no rest.

I will be doing some work in the early part of this year on electric vehicles which
seems pertinent given the Government’s ambition to end the sale of all petrol and
diesel cars by the end of the decade. It’s an ambition I support but, right now, [ am
struggling to see how we get to 2030.

Matters arising centre around charging points, connection to the grid via home
charging solar panels and, above all, the availability and cost of EV’s. I’m sure
we’re not the only ones who want to make the switch but find the cost prohibitive
and the (sometimes) 18-month wait, often because of production delays in China,
beyond frustrating.

If you have an experience in this area and would like to input into my work, 1’d be
really grateful to hear from you; steve.brine.mp@parliament.uk

Turning to education, I was very pleased to see a positive response from the Chan-
cellor in his Autumn Statement on school funding which received an uplift. But
there are cost of living issues, national pay awards and the huge challenge of rising
(low-level) mental health issues, which are putting school budgets under significant
pressure. The cost of school meals, as the cost of ingredients soar, is a little reported
story but it’s one we cannot overlook as the synergy between eating (and learning)
well is obvious.

As Ministers return to aspects within the Schools White Paper — first published two
Prime Minister’s ago — issues including academisation and special educational needs
reform will come to the fore and I want to make sure the voice of Winchester is
heard as always. We have direct access to those in power and we are going to use it.

Finally, those of us with young children (or grandchildren) must stay on our guard as
internet use amongst children continues to rise while unregulated social media has
presented risks for too long. We must (and we are) therefore take action to make the
internet safer for young people.

11



steve.brine.mp@parliament.uk

Walking with Wildlife, Robert Bryant

In the half-light of a cold grey winter’s day, two jays flush from the
long grass at the lake’s edge. There’s just a glimpse of pink plumage, a
flash of white rumps and a goblin screech or two, before they dive
headfirst into the mistletoe that festoons the lakeside lime trees here.

We are taking a brisk stroll around the parkland at Avington, a central
countryside site overlooking Avington Lake. A cormorant stands, bolt
upright, slim and black, on the far bank. Behind him a vast flock of
coots, jet black, bobble the lawns of Avington House, their bright
white foreheads dipping up and down. A raft of black-headed gulls
drift across the lake, while mallard and yet more coots dabble through
the shallows.

Heading upwards we cross the cattle grid to leave the park, following
the wooded lane over Beech Hill. To our right the woodland edge has
been well churned up by a pair of charming pigs: Wessex
Saddlebacks, according to a farming journalist who we met on a
previous visit. We find them down by the Easton Lodge end of their
enclosure; one is brown and white, her companion black and white.
Hardy and quite docile, these large sturdy pigs are busily engaged in
conservation truffling, snouts down in the rich soil, ears flapping over
their eyes.

Emerging from the trees, we turn right to follow the footpath across
the wetland pastures of the valley bottom. All is quiet apart from the
trickling rivulets of the Itchen. Flickering shadows of blue tits and
robins forage through the wayside hedges.

The wooded backdrop of the valley hillside reveals a wintry skyline of
trees, their bare canopies bulging with globes of mistletoe. The scent
of distant woodsmoke drifts across on the cool air. Reaching the
bridge at Chilland Ford, we scan for wildlife along the banks of the
surging river and spot some strange mallard dabbling at the edge by
Chilland Mill. Emerald green with an iridescent sheen, these are
known as Cayuga, a North American breed of duck.
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LEN STOCKLEY

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

Rotten Wood Repair System
for Windows & Doors

Coving & General Repairs
Over 40 Years Experience

Free Estimates

Tel: 01420 86205 (Alton)
Mobile: 07866 784269

SHAUN BARNEY

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTER &

DECORATOR
LOCAL TRADESMAN WITH
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
COMPETITIVE RATES
QUALITY WORK

Fully Insured

Tel: 01962 864033
07928 027618

Carer/Girl Friday

Kind and Capable
Available Weekdays

For all Aspects of Care,
Shopping, Meal Preparation,
Showers & Baths,
Appointments,
Companionship
& Any Other Needs.
Fully Qualified Plus Dementia
and End of Life Care, DBS
Checked, Graduate and
Advanced Driver
Contact

Melanie 07845 997 416

CHIMNEY SWEEP

Professional & comprehensive service
Stringent dust control methods used
‘No Mess’ guarantee
Nest guards & weather cowls fitted
Shaft inspection & airflow testing
Multi-fuel (MF) appliances repaired
MF stove accessories fabricated

01962 734029 (Home)
07721 458067 (Mobile)
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WEATHERWISE By Simon Bourne
Summary of weather observations taken at Northington Down
in November 2022

Temperatures (degrees centigrade/Fahrenheit)

Highest 18.3/65 (12
Lowest -0.6/31 (22"
Warmest Night 11.5/53 (1™
Coolest Day 5.8/42 (29™)
Average maximum temperature 12.8/55
Average minimum temperature 5.3/42
Number of air frosts 1
Rainfall (millimetres/inches)
Monthly total 174.2/6.86  (average 99.0/3.90)
Annual total 651.5/25.65 (average 760.9/29.96
Maximum 24hr. fall 36.3/1.43 "

Number of days with rain 20

Summary The unsettled weather from the previous month continued into
November with a blustery shower and thunderstorm on the 1%, There was
continuous rain the following afternoon with a strengthening breeze, and
persistent overnight rain resulted in almost 1'% inches. High pressure in the
latter half of the second week brought dry and slightly brighter weather and the
warmest November day at 65°F was recorded on the 12", The unsettled
conditions then resumed and lasted through to the end of the month. Overall,
temperatures were almost 3°F above the norm and the autumn was also mild. It
was the third wettest November over the past two decades with 176% of the
normal rainfall and the wettest autumn since 2006.
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Swarraton and Northington WI
e At our December meeting we welcomed back Debbie

Towlson teacher, caterer, and accomplished chef to show
INSPIRING WOMEN us how to make tasty canapes for our Christmas parties.

Debbie then introduced herself explaining how the Covid pandemic changed
her catering business overnight. She had to cancel all her events and rethink
what she would do. A call from NFWI changed everything and she spent
months demonstrating her recipes on Zoom and enjoyed the fact that she
travelled to WI’s all around the country without leaving her dining room.
She is now back to teaching and provides a wonderful range of hampers and
meals for parties and family events.

She explained that the term canape comes from the French meaning couch
and recommended serving 3 or 4 per person as a starter or 8 to 10 for a
drinks party.

She made gruyere and Dijon souffle tarts and goats’ cheese and thyme bis-
cotti and decorated the canapes with beetroot and orange chutney or sweet
chillies to add to the festive appearance. As she worked, she gave many use-
ful tips and ideas. There was a very enjoyable tasting session before Jill
Dickens gave the vote of thanks and members enjoyed tea, mince pies,
Christmas cake and time to chat.

Our January get together will be our annual Lasagne Lunch on Tuesday
10™ 12 noon for 12.30. This is always a very popular event. Members and
guests are very welcomed and as well as the homemade lasagnes there will
be a delicious variety of WI made puddings to enjoy. Don’t miss out!

We wish you all a healthy and happy 2023!

28
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The Candover Valley Club is located in the beautiful village of Brown Candover next to St. Peter’s
Church, and is fronted by the village cricket field. The Club has a fully licenced bar with kitchen,
skittle alley, dart boards, pool table, TV, wifi and a separate function room suitable for large parties. A
marquee, tables, chairs, crockery and cutlery are also available to hire.

Please contact cvchires@gmail.com for more information about using these wonderful facilities, or

Live in Care at Home
We care passionately

For many people the questions
about care don't arise until
suddenly, there is a need.

Bluebird Care can provide 24
hours live in care, supporting
you to remain as independent as
possible, living the lifestyle

you choose.

Find out more about our Live in Care service today:

01256 762324

come for a drink on Saturday from 6.30pm.

The Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover, Alresford SO24 9TT

cvchires@gmail.com

B |W| Basingstoke Window
C| S | Cleaning Services

We use a pure water, reach and wash
system which allows us to clean even
the most difficult windows

We also offer the following services:
+ Windows cleaned inside
« Conservatory roofs cleaned
« Guttering cleared and cleaned
« Soffits and fascias cleaned
For a free no obligation quotation,
please give us a call
on 01256 886241
Simon 07852117361
Dan 07712885345

www.BWCS-Online.com
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Mulberry Tree Services

Problem Trees?
Fully Qualified Certified Tree
Surgeon with 25 years experience

Fully Insured
Very Competitive Prices

+ Removal of Dangerous Trees

+ Pruning « Shaping « Thinning

+ Stump Removal « Hedge Cutting
+ Fencing Specialist

Tel: 01962 88 68 66
Mob: 07974 761183
www.mulberrytreeservices.co.uk

bluebird
carc

B GARDEN 4 SERVICE

Landscape Gardening

Grass and hedge maintenance
Turfing
Decking/patios
Fencing
And so much more!

Contact 07771410327 or 07494989838

Or email jbgardenservices1@outlook.com

Find us on Facebook @ JB Garden Services

kingsclere@bluebirdcare.co.uk
bluebirdcare.co.uk/hook-kingsclere

GCSE MATHS TUTOR

face-to-face/improve
your grades!

Ingrid Berry
Secondary Maths Teacher
PGCE, @Ts, DBS.

References available from
successful students.

Please email
ingrid.e.berry@gmail.com for
further details or call 07719352566.

(Preston Candover)




No more waiting for replies, if it’s available it’s yours to hire!

Book online - Pay online - Use

For block bookings and community groups Run by the community,
for the community.

please email: bookings@pcvh.org.uk Chasity moskeraehy

Info@pevh.or.uk www.pevh.org.uk

Candover Valley Gardening Club

In November our members enjoyed a very interesting and live-
ly talk by Paolo Arrigo of Franchi Seeds who grow their own
seeds in Italy. He wheeled in a tall rack of their seeds, picked
out various packets and told us where in Italy they were from,
how to grow them and ideas of how to cook them. He told us
the majority of UK seed companies source their seeds from hot
countries, so we ought to be supporting the few who still supply heritage seeds and
regional varieties.

We are commencing our New Year programme on Thursday 19th January at 7:30pm
at Preston Candover Village Hall with a talk by Gillian Taylor entitled "For the Love
of Roses". She is an enthusiastic gardener with a passion for roses and grows over
200 varieties in her own garden. She will cover the different types of roses available,
how to grow them and the perennial companions to grow with them. This sounds
very interesting and should start us off well for the gardening year ahead. If your
New Year Resolution is to grow more in your garden, you are most welcome to join
us for £3:00 for the evening meetings. We have very knowledgeable speakers cover-
ing a wide range of topics and in the summer, we enjoy visits to local gardens. Our
contact details are as follows: Candover

Valley Gardening Club on Facebook or our website at http://

candovervalley.org/2021/04candover-valley-gardening-club-2 We look forward to
meeting you.

Friday Mornings 11am-12noon Term Time
2™, 4™ December (Christmas party and a visit from FC) and 6™, 13™, 20™, 27™ January
0 - 4 year olds and their grown-ups.
A warm welcome awaits you - we look forward To you joining us.

Cost: £2 donation per family

Contact:

Melanie (07833-528040) Claire (07757 498653)
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MATTIA

BUILDING SERVICES

Building Services.

Extensions
Conversions
Bathroom Refurb
Kitchen Refurb
Tiling
Ground Maintenance
New Builds

Contact us for a free quotation.

t:01962 467736 m:07557 471114
mattiabuilders@hotmail.com

Over 35 years experience and expertise.

SJB

JOINERY & CARPENTRY

Manufacturers & Installers of;
Bespoke Joinery
Cabinet Making

Timber Frame Buildings

Based in the Candover Valley

Sebastian Brand

T : 07849139897
E : sjbrand1@hotmail.co.uk

Qrpe) iem

Executive Cars

The trusted private transport service

Standards you can rely on for airport,
ferry port and city transfers

Carpe Diem Executive Cars has built its reputation
for excellence, professionalism and reliablity
offering a premium service at competitive prices

Contact us today and leave the rest to us

Tel: 0330 6600 029 Mob: 07801 816 062
email: franco@carpediemec.com
www.carpediemec.com

DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE
&
REFLEXOLOGY

g

DAVY SHERIDAN
M.IRIL
Clinic in Preston Candover.
Home Visits Available.
07549181119 / davysheridan63@gmail.com

Heating & Plombing

QOil Boilers Serviced & Repaired
Gas & LPG Appliances

Range Cookers Serviced & Repaired
Landlord Gas Safety Certificates
Heating & Plumbing Repairs & Installs

Air Source Heat Pumps.
Smart Heating Controls.

07980 295 047
01420 564 341
Four Marks

Honeysuckle

Est 1988 INTERIORS

Beautiful Curtains & Blinds
Expertly Made
Professionally Fitted

il

“Timage by Zoffany,

Discover More At

www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk
By Appointment

15 Mcon Road Oakley RG23 7AL
Telephone 01256 780831

INYIE The Water
~Softener

Speclallsts
® New advanced

technology block salt
softeners supplied & fitted

® Repairs and servicing
| of all makes of softeners
m (domestlc & commercial)

® Reconditioning of most
softener makes with

T — guarantee provided
® |ocally based;
established over 40 years
No call out charges!
Please call 01256 768171
or 07836 247694

www.amsmayfair.co.uk

katherine lee
garden design

Garden Design services in Hampshire

Is your garden working for you?
I'am a qualified garden designer
working in partnership with clients
to ensure your newly designed
garden exceeds your expectations.

Services include:

Site survey and analysis

Master plans

Design proposal

Planting and setting out plans

Project management and visualisations

Or if you are simply looking for guidance
with your existing garden a fresh pair of
eyes can often help to transform your space.

Call: 07531 375759 to arrange a consultation.

Email: hello@katherineleegardendesign.co.uk
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CHARLES READ

& DAUGHTER

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS

01420 83551

www.charlesreaddaughter.uk
11-13 Turk Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1AG

AGIL.

PLUMBING

Ll

All general plumbing work
undertaken. No job too small!

Bathroom, Wet room and
Utility room design
and installation.

All work fully insured &
guaranteed.

Call 07866 475 274 or email
info@agileplumbing.com

www.agileplumbing.com

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

ROK Construction
Ltd

Graham Prosser —
Director

GENERAL BUILDING
CONTRACTOR

EXTENSIONS
GARAGE CONVERSIONS
PATIOS
NEW BUILDS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

All building work undertaken
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CANDOVER VALLEY CHOIR

New Year Resolution?
Want to do something new?

New Year, new beginning?

Good time to join a choir!

Singing is good for you — it is creative, has great health benefits, is
very rewarding, and is hugely enjoyable!

The Candover Valley Choir

is always interested in hearing from potential new singers

interested in joining.

The Choir performs a wide repertoire including classical, contemporary, and popular
music

This is an ideal time to join the choir, as we set out on the new programme
for 2022. If you would like to know more about the Candover Valley
Choir or would like to come and try us out (there are no auditions), do con-
tact:

Julian Jones, Choir Chairman, on: juliang.jones@btinternet.com
or
Jane Bryant, Music Director
bryantjane50@gmail.com
Rehearsals take place on Thursdays at 7.45

17




Candover Valley Store

Happy New Year to all our customers!

We hope to welcome you to the store very soon. Don’t forget January is
“Marmalade-making Month” and the Seville oranges will be arriving any day!

We begin 2023 with another in our occasional series which focuses on a
member of our wonderful band of volunteers ... and this time it’s the turn of
one of our youngest, Evie James.

Evie, who was |5 when she began volunteering at the store as part of the Duke of
Edinburgh Bronze Award scheme, lives in the valley and goes to school in Alton.
Evie says: “Once | had gained my D of E award, | realised that | enjoyed being at the
store so much that | wanted to continue volunteering.” Since then, Evie has be-
come a paid youth worker, taking shifts at the weekend and during school holidays
which can often be the more difficult slots for the store rota manager to fill. She
adds, “Earning my own money is helping me to learn how to budget and is definite-
ly developing my work ethic.”

Meeting new people and interacting with them in a safe and supportive environ-
ment has strengthened Evie’s social skills and she says that she now also feels more
connected with the wider, valley community. She particularly enjoys using the till,
serving customers with cake and coffee and helping them to find things around the
store. From a business point of view, her work has given Evie the opportunity to
see how a shop functions and how much hard work goes on behind the scenes to
make it successful. The fact that ours is a community store and therefore run on a
different model from a normal shop, gives youth workers like Evie additional insight
into its particular benefits. And challenges! As she points out, the store provides a
welcoming and useful “hub” for everyone in our rural community and a valuable
opportunity for young people to have a taste of the world of work, in an area
where part-time jobs are scarce. “To be a part of this team continues to be a par-
ticularly rewarding experience. | am learning real-world skills that are likely to help
me in the future. | think young people having a job here is a really good idea and
the opportunity to learn about business is very important.”
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On the Farm - Ben Robinson

Generally, I like frosty weather in winter. It dries out the land, allows field work
without poaching and usually brings a bit of sunshine which is good for the soul.
However, we are now on the seventh day on the bounce without the temperature
rising above freezing and defrosting water is getting a little tedious. The water to the
main sheds has been kept running by heaping up cow muck around any exposed
pipes. The manure creates its own warmth, allowing the water to keep flowing.
However, the pipe to the calf housing goes on an exposed and lengthy aerial route
from the main cattle shed and freezes up fairly easily. Bucketed water has been the
order of the day for the calves. Hopefully one day I will be able to justify digging up
the concrete and relaying the water pipe underground. At least lows of -9°c at night
have meant we have been able to get on with hedge cutting even on the heaviest
clay fields and around the newly sown grass ley fields. It seems ironic that only in
late November we clipped the backs of the store cattle to prevent them sweating in
the sheds!

This Autumn arable farmers locally have taken to cover crops in a big way. Though
most are principally soil conditioning mixes including plants such as buckwheat,
vetch, phacelia and spring beans many neighbouring arable growers are keen to
have sheep to graze their cover crops off. It is a learning curve as to what the plants
are capable of and whether ewes or lambs do best on them. Communication is the
key. I am learning that different arable managers have quite different views and ex-
pectations of what they want from sheep grazing.

I also have sheep grazing a local dairy farm. Grazing sheep on dairy ground in the
winter encourages the grass to tiller (grow more side shoots) which leads to a more
resilient crop of grass and higher yields of silage in the Spring and Summer. As it
has been a slightly quieter time of year on our largely beef and sheep farm myself
and my colleague have been undertaking some relief work on dairy farms. Dairy
farming never stops and the need for people with good levels of experience with
cattle in the sector is constant.

May I take this opportunity to wish all Oxdrove readers a very Happy and Prosper-
ous New Year.
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The Wonders of Chalk Streams in Wintertime
The weather may be grey at this time of year, but our precious chalk streams are still
great places for a stroll. Visit in the early morning, and you might be treated to the
sight of mist rising gently from the water’s surface. This happens because the
streams, which are fed by an underground aquifer, can actually be warmer than the
air on cold days — as the two meet, a truly atmospheric effect occurs!

Up on the stream banks, the ground may have
gained a smattering of snowdrops. Native to
mainland Europe, these delicate blooms were
introduced in the 16" century and now thrive
along our waterways. But it’s not just flowers that
benefit wildlife — the hollow stems of dead plants
can be an ideal hibernation spot for insects. So if
you’re tempted to have a tidy up, do wait until the
springtime.

Unlike the raucous chorus of the breeding sea-
sons, birds are often quicter in the winter. As the
hunt for food takes centre stage, many species
become less territorial and gather in larger num-
bers. Listen for not only chalk stream icons like
kingfishers and Cetti’s warblers, but also jays,
wrens, goldcrests, little egrets, and woodpeckers.
Use free apps like Merlin or BirdNET to identify

their calls.

Though leaves and flowers are in short supply, look for clues to the identity of
streamside trees. The size of buds, the texture of bark, and the presence of sap can
all aid your quest. For example: alders and weeping willows both love damp ground
(alder wood is actually more durable when wet) so are often found next to water. But
the willow’s catkins are golden, while the alders are tinged purple.

Winter is also a great time to see where animals are travelling, as mud, frost, and
snow make their footprints more visible. Deer, foxes, badgers, water voles, or even
otters could have passed by; with some detective work, you’ll soon know. You can
also look for things like nibbled tree bark, empty nut shells, and piles of droppings —
there are lots of online guides with pictures of these ‘signs’.

Want to learn more about chalk streams? Explore the Watercress and Winterbournes
scheme, which is made possible by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, at
www.hiwwt.org.uk/winterbournes.

Free online talks — book at www.hiwwt.org.uk/events

Chalk Stream Habitat Restoration — 12" January 7-8pm
Hear about our recent improvements on the Test and Itchen headwaters, why they
were needed, and possible futures for these special spaces.

Septic Tanks and the Environment — 26" January 7-8pm
Hear how private ‘off-mains’ sewage systems can impact our chalk streams, and
how to avoid this by keeping your system safe and effective.

Picture courtesy Alan Price
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A close-down shift, when the last-minute rush is over, is one of Evie’s favourite
times to be in the store. She loves to see everything checked, tidy and clean in
readiness for the next day.

We do too Evie! Thank you so much for being such a fabulous addition to our
team!

If this has inspired you to volunteer, we would love to hear from you! Speak to the
store duty manager next time you visit or go to the website cvcs.org.uk

Evie shows the gift area to a customer visiting from Sussex

———
Valley Store
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THE YARD

Come & visit our beautiful, light-filled café
in the heart of the Candover Valley!

We serve the best Moonroast coffee, pastries, cakes & simple, delicious
breakfast & brunch & lunch.

Open every Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun, 9am-4pm.

NOW OPEN every last Friday of the month, 6pm-1 Ipm
Enjoy great cocktails, food & music, no need to book, all welcome.

Whether you're visiting by car, by bicycle or on foot, you're welcome to
just turn up, we have plenty of seating both indoors & outdoors. Parties
of 6 & over are welcome to book a table though if you're keen to be
seated indoors.

We also host talks & workshops & a seasonal pop up restaurant.
If you'd like to know what's going on, visit www.theyardhampshire.co.uk

& add your name to our mailing list to receive our monthly newsletters.

Follow us on Instagram @theyard_hampshire
Chilton Manor Farm, Chilton Candover, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9TX
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Candover Valley Store

—aom/mmot% made —

YOUR COMMUNITY STORE OFFERS

Household essentials from groceries to baby food
Fresh vegetables, fruit and flowers

Chilled and frozen foods including prepared meals

Local Hampshire produce
Newspapers and selected magazines
Greetings cards, wines and beautiful gift items
Dry cleaning, prescription services
Coffee, tea, and takeaway drinks

We look forward to welcoming you!

Store t/ma’mg hourd Podl Office Aowukd

Monday to Friday Monday to Friday
8:00am - 6:00pm 8:30am - 5:00pm
Saturday Saturday
8:30am - 5:00pm 9:00am - 12:30pm
Sunday Sunday
8:30am - 12:30pm closed

www.cvcs.org.uk

Candover Valley Store, Alresford Road, Preston Candover, RG25 2EE
Tel: 01256 389500
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