Village Halls and Function Rooms For Hire

Swarraton & Northington Village Hall www.northingtonvillagehall.com

Built in 1887 as the village reading room and set in its own grounds just off
the B3046. Facilities include an ample car park & a large field with a
marquee friendly flat area (90ft x 40ft). An ideal venue for birthday parties,
business functions, weddings and formal events with a fully equipped
kitchen and Wi-Fi.

Email contact@northingtonvillagehall.com

Candover Valley Club
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses
Licensed bar

cvchires@gmail.com

Wield Village Hall wieldvillagehall@gmail.com
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses.

Tables & chairs available for separate hire.

Disabled parking, access and toilets

Preston Candover Village Hall Book online www.pcvh.org.uk,
Contact us on info@pcvh.org.uk

Fully equipped venue to hire with kitchen facilities, disabled access and toilet

and parking. For block bookings e-mail bookings@pcvh.org.uk

Editorial Team
Treasurer & Advert Co-ordinator
Ros Partridge 01420 563 816
Harrow Cottage, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
SO24 9RW
rospartridge 1 @gmail.com

Technical Producer Jean Frost 01420 561 136
5 Pound Close, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
S024 9SH
jeanterry@uwclub.net
Philippa Pellereau 01962 733107
ppellereau@gmail.com

Distribution Manager

Copy deadline 14th of each month unless previously agreed with the
Technical Producer
Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any
article. (E-mail copy much appreciated,).
Disclaimer

The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in the

Oxdrove and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from
the use of information and advertisements in this publication.
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THE OXDROVE
Church and Community News
of
The Candover Valley and Wield
Rector: David Chattell, The Rectory, Preston Candover
Tel: 01256 389 474 Email: davidchattell1 72@btinternet.com

Benefice administrator — Tricia Knight email address:
beneficeFCW@hotmail.com Phone 07541 463750
Contact preferred by e-mail

Rota for Services

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay led

The Parishes of Farleigh, The Candover Valley

and Wield
Sunday 7th January Epiphany
08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP
09:30 Wield Matins
09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer
10:00 Preston Candover Morning Prayer
11:00 Northington Holy Communion
11.15 Dummer Sunday Special
Readings Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12
Psalm 72
Sermon  “The Magi’s quest”
Sunday 14™ January Second Sunday of Epiphany
08:00 Dummer Holy Communion
09:45 Ellisfield Morning Prayer
10:00 Preston Candover Holy Communion
11:15 Cliddesden Family Holy Communion
18:00 Wield Evensong
Readings 1 Samuel 3:1-10, Revelation 5:1-10, John 1:43-end

Psalm 139
Sermon “We have found him”
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http://www.pcvh.org.uk
mailto:info@pcvh.org.uk
mailto:bookings@pcvh.org.uk
mailto:ppellereau@googlemail.com
mailto:beneficeFCW@hotmail.com

Sunday 21* January

Third Sunday of Epiphany

9.00 Wield Holy Communion BCP

9:45 Dummer Morning Prayer

10.00 Preston Candover Family Service

11.15 Cliddesden Family Service

Readings Genesis 14:17-20, Revelation 19:6-10, John 2:1-11
Psalm 128

Sermon  “Water into Wine”

Sunday 28™ January Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

8:30 Bradley Holy Communion CW.

9:45 Dummer Holy Communion CW

11:00 Brown Candover Morning Worship

11:15 Ellisfield Family Holy Communion

Readings Malachi 3:1-5, Hebrews 2:14-end, Luke 2:22-40
Psalm 24

Sermon  “Spirit led senior citizens”

Sunday 4™ February Second Sunday before Lent

08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP

09:30 Wield Matins

09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer

10:00 Preston Candover Morning Prayer

11:00 Northington Holy Communion

11.15 Dummer Sunday Special

Readings Proverbs 8:1, 22-31, Colossians 1:15-20, John 1:1-14
Psalm 104

Sermon  “Made peace through the blood of his cross”
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WET WASTE

REMOVAL SOLUTIONS ‘

¥
TREATMENT PLANT INSTALLATIONS
SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATIONS
CESSPOOL INSTALLATIONS
LIFTING PUMP INSTALLATIONS
SEPTIC TANK CLEARANCE
CESSPOOL CLEARANCE
HIGH PRESSURE JETTING
AND CLEARANCE
CCTV SURVEYS AND INSPECTIONS

LIFTING PUMP REPLACEMENT
AND SERVICING

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT METHODS
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Contemporary Catholic
Co-educational 3-13
Day & Boarding

FARLEIGH

“Exceptiomz//y wel/—mﬁus)z;ed
and kind children

Tatler Schools Guide

_—
Flexible school bus service
from The Wheatsheaf (RG25 2BB)
direct to Farleigh
(also enquire about our
Winchester / Stockbridge service)

*
s

Please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke
E: admissions@farleighschool.com
T: 01264 712838 to book or to arrange a tour

Mark Rawlings
FCA ATII

Chartered Accountant
& Chartered Tax
Advisor

Specialising in Personal and
Business Taxation

Including Self Employed and
Company Accounts.

Telephone
01420 561204

To advertise in
the Oxdrove

Please contact
Ros

At

rospartridgel @gmail.com

Incorporating Airport
XL Cars Chauffer Services
(Airports, Business, Long Distance>

Winchester's Premier Chauffeur Services

Luxury Jaguar XJL Saloon
& Similar Prestigious Cars
Smart & Friendly Drivers
Punctuality Guaranteed

Complimentary Newspapers & Water

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
www.xlcars.co.uk / info@xlcars.co.uk

Telephone 01962 76 10 10
Taking The Stress Out of Road Travel

Sorry - we do not offer a 24/7 local taxi service
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Dear Friends

What would make a large and welcome change in your life, perhaps a
large sum of money, improved health, or resolution of some
intractable problem? I’'m sure we all have the “if only” list and that
thought might preface much of our thinking.

In the New Year we traditionally think about changes we believe
would be good for us in the coming months and the little phrase “If
You Always Do What You’ve Always Done, You’ll Always Get What
You’ve Always Got”, attributed to Henry Ford, might prompt us to
actually do something new!

There are some things that we can change, through new discoveries,
new fitness regimes, new thoughts.

What are your thoughts about God? An Oxford Chaplain said that
students often told him, I don’t believe in God” to which he replied,
“what kind of God don’t you believe in?”” and then explained he didn’t
believe in one like that either!

In our carols services only days ago we heard of Jesus being “with
God in the beginning”, as God and with God, and that in his earthly
life he revealed God to us as the ‘light of the world” who gives light to
all.

Jesus illuminated human hearts in darkness so that they could see what
God was really like, not the invention of their own thoughts or
constructions of culture.

Perhaps growing in knowledge about God would bring the greatest
blessing this New Year, through reading the gospels, so we too see the
‘light of the world” who reveals God’s person and love to us.
Blessings

David



Many thanks

Very many thanks to all those who cleaned and decorated
St Peter’s Church for Christmas. And all those who worked so
hard on the graveyard and the War Memorial.

New Year Drinks at Preston Candover
All residents of Preston Candover, Axford, Nutley and Gobley Hole are
warmly invited to join the Trustees and Committee of Preston Candover
Village Hall to celebrate New Year 2024 with drinks and nibbles.

Please join us on Monday 1st January, 12noon - 2.00pm in the Village
Hall.

Everyone welcome!
Anne, PCVH Chairman

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2023

m Thank you to all the generous people who gave, collected, and
hosted RBL poppy boxes this year.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

The Total so far from the church service and boxes is
£5500.02 plus gift aid & QR code money.

(QR code donated money is counted centrally but will be allocated to the
district) I hope to get the final total in the new year.

Your support has made a real difference to those in the Armed Forces
Community.

With grateful thanks
Joanna Gibbons
Poppy Appeal Organiser SBA13 Preston Candover

Heﬁards

AT home
v H MVL/A'SWQ/

Successfully selling and
letting property in
The Candover Valley
since 1988.

11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk

01962 736333 alresford@hellards.co.uk




WARNER AND RICHARDSON LLP ARE INDEPENDENT SOLICITORS
LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC CITY OF WINCHESTER.

WE HAVE A STRONG, LONG STANDING REPUTATION FOR PERSONAL SERVICE
AND HIGH QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE.

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH ANY OF THESE MATTERS:-

e WILLS, PROBATE AND ESTATES
e RESIDENTIAL CONVEYANCING
e« COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL AND BUSINESS CONVEYANCING

PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01962 868366

Visit our website:- www.wandr.co.uk
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Chipandell

Purpose Made Joinery
Traditional Local Craftsman - Established over 35 years
Specialist bespoke joinery using sustainable hardwoods

Manufacturing: Doors

Windows - Kitchens - Bedrooms TRy
All Hand Made Furniture - Sien & Letter Carving

Telephone/Fax: 01256 381183
vwwwehipandellcoik

The Woodsheds, Park Corner,
Herriard, Hants. RG252PD

Sidesmen and Readers

Church

St John’s
Northington

St Peter’s
Brown

St Marys
Preston

All Saints
Bradley

St James’
Wield

Date

28 Jan
11.00am

7 Jan
10.00am

14 Jan
10.00

21 Jan
10.00

4 Feb
10.00

28 Jan
8.30

7 Jan
9.30am

14 Jan
6.00pm

21 Jan
9.00am

4 Feb
9.30am

Sidesmen

Mark Ashburton

Sue Marriott

Anne L:uneburg

Marina Avis

Marina Avis

Anne Luneburg

Christopher Swan

Catherine Simons

Robert Grande

John Lailey

Alwin Hutchinson/
Allan Futty

Readers

Mark Ashburton

Rhys Smith
Jonathan Moseley

Gunnel Berry

Anne Luneburg
Marina Avis

To be advised

Anne Luneburg

Christopher Swan

Catherine Simons
Amanda Bromfield

Eileen Collins
Alwin Hutchinson

Selina Geddes
David Cowley

Catherine Simons
Max Konig (TBC)



Church flowers, cleaning and Key Holders

St. John’s Church
Northington

St Peter’s Church Key Holder January Geoff & Alison Ellett
Brown Candover February Celia Foote
All Saints Church 28 Jan
Bradley 8.30am Christopher Swan Christopher Swan
St. Mary 7 Jan
The Virgin 10.00am Anne Luneburg Gunnel Berry
Preston Candover
14 Jan Marina Avis Anne Luneburg
10.00am Marina Avis
21 Jan Marina Avis To be advised
10.00
4 Feb Anne Luneburg Anne Luneburg
10.00am
St James’ Church
Wield
Cleaner Permanent Leanne Griffiths

VLA

[ GHEY LTI

CONSTRUCTION MAN,

AGEMENT - DEVELOPMENT

Bespoke building projects
for the discerning client...

CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, MODERNISATIONS

AND NEW RE!

SIDENTIAL PROJECTS

SUBSTANTIAL EXTENSION AND REFURBISHMENT Telephone:
WWw.wes

01256 636 511
tportgrey.co.uk

Specialist footcare treatments
BUPA registered. Referral clinic. C
Voted Best Podiatry UK Blogger

Accredited Podiatry Clinic

Compleet Feet are a complete foot care clinic.
Working alongside other private practitioners and

the NHS to keep people healthy on their feet.

5a Normandy Street Alton GU34 1DD
Tel: 01420 89600
E: info@compleetfeet.co.uk

Blogs: www.compleetfeet.co.uk

000
Y 00000

pleet Feet

Alton

o All foot issues

o Nail surgery for
ingrown, problem and
damaged nails

o NEW Ostenil joint
injections and fillers for
painful toes and soles

e Verruca and fungal nail
specialist treatments

® MSK biomechanical
assessments, orthotics

o Heel pain shockwave
therapy
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Specialist Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaner

Local Area

Over 25 Years Experience

Quotes available on enquiry

Telephone: 07887481787

Email: ba.carpetspecialist@gmail.com

7V’ HORIZCN

SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988
© Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q

Freeview, Freesat ’ \p: dbing ,
o Tuning & Set Up ] wvn':@/

Remote control programming A,
Weak/No Signal Repairs

e TV Wall Installation
Hidden Cabling

e Additional TV Points

o Wi-Fi Signal Improvement and Network Cabling
including garden area and outbuildings

e CCTV Installations eI
Including Ring doorbell  Cheekatrade.com

e Starlink Installation
Superfast Internet for Rural Areas

Where reputation matters

Suzanne Andrews Ltd

For Beautifully Made Hand Finished Curtains,
Blinds,SmallLoose Covers,Bedheads &More.

MadetoOrderin Your FabricorOurs.

For MorelInformation Contact

Email. suzieandrews3s@gmail.com
Mobile: 07976388743
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St John’s Organ Restoration Project: Education and Community
Programme
UDPATE (January 2024) AND CONCERTS AND EVENTS AHEAD!

Following the completion of the restoration work on the organ of St John’s Northing-
ton last June, audiences have been enjoying events and activities as part of the linked
community programme. Almost 600 people of all ages have come to St John’s to
enjoy the activities on offer: from heritage tours to organ and choral concerts, to
events for children and families, to a beautiful sound/light performance of Sonic Cra-
dle, to a wonderful and joyous communtiy festive celebration with The Grange
Festival.

AND - there is more to come!

THURSDAY 15" FEBRUARY at 11 am - BRASS FAMILY CONCERT for
HALF TERM

Have you ever wondered about the lower brass instrument - the Tuba, Euphonium,
and Trombone? Well - a trio of low brass instruments (the endangered species of the
Brass family!) is coming to Northington to give an inspiring family concert during
half term, and, its free for children! Find out and listen to the amazing music made
by the lower Brass instruments! Join in afterwards with a very informal Brass Instru-
ment workshop by Hampshire Music Service teachers - try out your favourite Brass
instrument!

All ages welcome: Adults - £5; Children FREE (Juice & biscuits provided)
Booking via Eventbrite — Information on https://www.stjohnsnorthington.org/

SUNDAY 18" February at 6.30 pm - Choir concert for St Valentine’s Day
(‘Upon Your Heart’)

Winchester Consort singers will be performing at St John’s Church, Northington, on
Sunday 18" February at 6.30 pm, when there will be a distinct sense of love in the
air! The concert (c. one hour in length), entitled Upon Your Heart, will include some
of the best choral wedding music, ranging from the wonderful and stirring, to the
intimate and tender, together with close-harmony/jazz arrangements of some well-
known secular love songs. The programme will include pieces by Faure, Rutter and
Whitacre, and Jerome Kern, Cole Porter and ‘Fats” Waller. Tickets £10 (Under 18s
free) — available on the door (cash only)

For details of all events please see: https://www.stjohnsnorthington.org/
All events have been made possible by generous grants from the National Lot-

tery Heritage Fund; Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches Trust; and
other kind donors.



On This Day in Wield

Here’s just a few stories from yesteryear.

11 January 1830

A Case:- “This is to certify that I John martin of Wield, had a violent inflammation
in my hand, which was swelled to an enormous size, and one finger was putrefied,
and the bone quite bare. In this dreadful state, I applied Kemp’s invaluable
Vegetable Ointment, which entirely cured it, and, through the blessing of God, 1
have the use of my hand and finger as well as before.

Witness: Thos Pern -Churchwarden: Chas Cosens Overseer”

17 January 1939

Hurricane Wrecked in a Field

In heavy rain and mist shortly after 10 o’clock this morning an RAF Hurricane plane
crashed into a ploughed field at Manor Farm Wield, near Alton.

The pilot, Sargent Griffiths, was picked up dead about 100yards way from the
wreckage, and it was assumed he either fell or jumped out of the machine. His
parachute which was strapped to his back, was unopened.

The engine came to rest in a mass if entangled wreckage. The position after the
accident was that the body of the pilot and the engine were equidistant from the
fuselage.

First on the scene was Mr T Marshall, who farms at Wield Farm, and he phoned to
Alton Police Station and police officers drove to the scene in an ambulance.

The field was inaccessible from the roadway and the body had to be carried for more
than a mile on a stretcher to the ambulance. The body was taken to Alton Infirmary
Mortuary.

Several farm workers heard the crash from a mile and a half away. One of them said:
“I could not see the plane, but I heard its roar. Suddenly the noise faded out, then I
heard a crash” Mr T Kurley, a carter told the Evening News that he saw the machine
coming down in a spin.

20 February 1809

Lost Supposed to be STOLEN.

On Friday Night the 3" February 1809

Two Horses (one aged, and the other young). Both are Black Horses, with white
faces, and white in the hind and fore legs. The young one is a Stone Colt, rising two
years old, and weak in his knees.

If Stolen a reward of FIVE GUINEAS will be given on conviction of the offender or
offenders; if Strayed, a liberal Reward will be given, and all reasonable expenses
paid , on application to Mr John Collins ,of Wield near Alton.

Supposed to be stolen by the same men that stole the Asses from the straw -yard at
Wonston.

Thank you to Jonathan Enderby for sending them into Oxdrove. .

LEN STOCKLEY

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

Rotten Wood Repair System
for Windows & Doors

Coving & General Repairs
Over 40 Years Experience

Free Estimates

Tel: 01420 86205 (Alton)
Mobile: 07866 784269

SHAUN BARNEY

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTER &

DECORATOR
LOCAL TRADESMAN WITH
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
COMPETITIVE RATES
QUALITY WORK

Fully Insured

Tel: 01962 864033
07928 027618

Care at home

Are you or a relative beginning to consider care options? Our
comprehensive service offers you the support you need, when you
need it, in the comfort of your own home. Our services include:

* Assistance with morning, lunch, teatime & evening routines
* Meal preparation

¢ Personal care
* Support with mobility

* Light housekeeping & laundry

* Shopping, outings & social activities )

* Support with medication Cal‘da Cafe
* Respite care

¢ Live-In care

= t: 01256 700991
e: enquiries@calidacare.co.uk
www.calidacare.co.uk

Hampshire Woodlands Limited

Tree Management

Tree Care and General Maintenance
Stump Removal

TPO & Conservation Area Planning
Applications

M e e e

Hedge Cutting
i Tree and Hedge Planting
i Woodland Management

! All Areas and Fully Insured
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Email: hantswoods@btinternet.com

* Telephone: 01 420 561 1 1 8




S\Feathers Mobile Hair
of\

WOMEN'S & MENS CUTTING AND STYLING
OCCASION HAIR AND BLOW-DRYS
LOCAL AND RELIABLE
FuLLy VTCT QUALIFIED

VEGAN AND CRUELTY FREE PRODUCTS

TEL: 07707 961999

Yoga and Mindfulness

Group and 1-1 classes
in-person and on zoom

YOGA THERAPY

A whole person approach to wellbeing

Achieve optimal health through the co-creation

of a personalised plan using the principles and

practices of yoga and mindfulness underpinned
by evidence based research to help alleviate

health challenges in a multidimensional manner.

8-week Mindfulness for Stress
Reduction courses

Yoga for Mental Health courses

www.rebeccajamesyoga.co.uk
bex.yoga@gmail.com 07929 185 057

P C Butler
Brickwork

General and Traditional
Building
Roofing, Maintenance
Repairs
Painting & Decorating

No Job Too Small

Tel: 01256 781830
Mobile: 07833 586250

paulbutler3@hotmail.co.uk

Handyman Services

Fully Insured and Reliable Handyman
Most Items Covered
Carpentry, Repairs
Fencing, Basic Garden Work
Kitchens, Bathrooms

No Job too small
Competitive Prices

Call for a quote today
Abbey Handyman Services

Mobile: 07479060708
abbeyhandyservices@gmail.com

beechdown
health and fitness

01256 36 22 22

eechdown.co.uk

inchester Rd, Basingstoke RG22 4ES

@ F @beechdownciub * lwors and condiion apply
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ST JOHN

THE EVANGELIST
NORTHINGTON

BRASS FAMILY CONCERT

Thursday 15th February
at 11am

BRASS TRIO

8¢ Half term concert for everyone! Free for
Children!

Come and find out and hear the
amazing music made by the lower
Brass instruments: TUBA, TROMBONE
and EUPHONIUM! All ages welcome:

Adults: £5; Children FREE
Juice & biscuits provided.

Followed by informal Brass Instrument
workshop by Hampshire Music Service
teachers - Come and try out your
favourite Brass instrument!

Moo possbbewith
Find out more & book tickets Heritage ..o Ij':f))
www.stjohnsnorthington.org Fund MU&'ﬂ

@ n n Find us on social media: @stjohnsnorthington
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where to seek help if required, what you should do to keep your child com-
fortable and how long your child's symptoms are likely to last.
https://what0-18.nhs.uk/ they also have a whole section on Covid, Strep A &
Scarlet Fever.

The period immediately after Christmas can be challenging for some. Men in
particular may find it difficult to open up about their feelings. You can find
out more about men’s mental health and support here.
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/explore-mental-health/a-z-topics/men-and-
mental-health

Reminder — Patient Forum

Our next Patient Forum meeting will be held on Thursday 18" January 2024
at 6pm in the surgery waiting room. We look forward to these meetings as a
chance to share information and ideas about how we work and for our pa-
tients to support us with constructive feedback and questions. Further details
of the meeting topics will be published next month in our newsletter and will
be posted on our website and Facebook page. Please put the date in your dia-
ry — we hope to see you there.

Welcome to our new ANP

We offer a very warm welcome to Lorna Davies who joins us as an Advanced
Nurse Practitioner in mid-January.

Lorna has been working at a Winchester GP practice, so has lots of experience.
Lorna will be working alongside our GPs & existing Advanced Nurse Practition-
er to deliver on the day care Monday-Friday.

Not attending your appointment

Please remember if you cannot attend your appointment, please contact us to
cancel it ASAP please.

You can reply to your text message appointment reminder with ‘CANCEL’ or
call in. Your appointment could be offered to another patient who urgently needs
advice.

Afternoon Closure — Wednesday 28" February

The surgery and dispensary will be closed from 12.30pm to enable all GPs &
Nurses to attend a compulsory training meeting this afternoon.

Our phone lines will not be open this afternoon.

If you require urgent medical attention, please call 111.
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The Alresford Surgery

Station Road
ALRESFORD, Hampshire
Out of hours telephone number 111

January can seem like the darkest month of the year. If you’re struggling,
Samaritans are promoting. “Brew Monday” on the 15" Jan to raise awareness
of the support they offer.

You can also keep track of how you’re feeling and get recommendations for
things you can do to help yourself cope, feel better and stay safe in a crisis.
www.samaritans.org Call 116 123

Cervical Cancer Prevention Week
It’s
Cervical Cancer Prevention Week from 22" Jan to 28" Jan and Jo’s cervi-
cal cancer trust is holding its biggest event yet, raising awareness for cervical
cancer.

The symptoms of cervical cancer can include:

- Unusual vaginal bleeding, especially after menopause

- Changes to vaginal discharge

- Pain or discomfort during sex

- Unexplained pain in your lower back or between your hip bones (pelvis)
If you notice changes, it’s better to get checked.

Lisa, a mother of two, was diagnosed with cervical cancer in 2013. Read
about her experience being diagnosed and going through treatment via
this link.

Lisa B's Story | Cervical Cancer | Jo's Cervical Cancer Trust (jostrust.org.uk)

Healthier Together:

It can be extremely stressful when your child is unwell. We know that there
is a huge amount of information available at your fingertips, but finding
something that provides clear and accurate information is not always easy!
The resources on the Healthier Together website have been developed in
partnership between parents and healthcare professionals from across Dorset,
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. You'll find clear information on common
childhood illnesses, including advice on what 'red flag' signs to look out for,
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ST JOHN

THE EVANGELIST
NORTHINGTON

CHOIR CONCERT
WINCHESTER CONSORT

Sunday 18 Feb at 6.30 pm

Tickets - £10 (under 18s free)
(Awvailable on the day at the door)

WINCHESTER

‘Upon your Heart’

A concert for St Valentine’s Day with some of
the best choral love-themed and wedding music
ranging from the grand and stirring to the
intimate and tender, from Faure, Rutter and
Whitacre, to Jerome Kern, Cole Porter and

‘Fats’ Waller.
A song for everyone!
St John’s Northington SO24 9TH
To find out more go to: ﬁ;}?{;ge
www.stjohnsnorthington.org Fund

@ n n Find us on social media: @stjohnsnorchingron
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Walking with Wildlife, Robert Bryant

In the dim light of a misty morning, a curious whistling breaks the silence — a
haunting call that takes me back to when I was a boy listening to my father
whistling for our dog. The call, a lengthy drawn out tone followed by a burst
of short sharp notes, comes from a line of trees bordering the back field.
Standing at our back gate, I scan the far tree-line, watching and waiting for
the callers to reveal themselves. Presently two red kites emerge, drifting over
the trees; it’s their raptor calls that I hear, quite distinct from the mewing
cries of buzzards. Kites, once rare, are now widespread and well established
in their ancestral downlands.

It was on Remembrance Sunday when I first heard the chatter of fieldfares,
my earliest encounter of this season. On a dull grey rather sombre day, these
wintering thrushes were noisily and eagerly tucking in to mistletoe berries,
feasting among the mistletoe clumps hanging high in the bare canopies of an
avenue of lime trees on Northington Down.

These limes cross the skyline, linking visually with the beech hangars of
Grange Woods nearby. Here at the crossroads just beyond the parish notice-
board, troops of toadstools have sprung up from the dense carpet of leaves
beneath the beeches. They form a splendid fairy ring, some eleven paces in
diameter. Riffling through my Collins pocket guide to Mushrooms, I find
these saucer-sized caps, cloud-grey with buff centres, are most likely to be
clouded agarics — a late autumn fungus of the woodland floor that smell ap-
parently of turnips.

On a fine morning of misty sunshine, we head out for a brisk stroll. The
distant woods are lost in the fog but the canopies of the roadside oaks, still in
leaf, bask in the sunlight. A tracery of dangling dewy cobwebs adorns the
hedge-banks. Fieldfares clatter, hidden in the foggy treetops, gobbling up
ivy berries. Shadowy forms of pheasants race away across the bare field. The
rising sun shines through a bank of drifting fog forming a luminous fog-bow.
Robert Bryant
7" Dec ‘23
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WEATHERWISE By Simon Bourne
Summary of weather observations taken at Northington Down
in November 2023

Temperatures (degrees centigrade/Fahrenheit)

Highest 14.8/58 (18™)
Lowest -5.5/22 (25™)
Warmest Night 9.1/48 (1st & 14th)
Coolest Day 2.8/37 (30™)
Average maximum temperature 11.0/52

Average minimum temperature 2.9/37

Number of air frosts 7

Rainfall (millimetres/inches)

Monthly total 115.3/4.54  (average 99.7/3.93)
Annual total 961.9/37.87 (average 769.6/30.30
Maximum 24hr. rainfall 26.2/1.03 (1"

Number of days with rain 21

Summary November was largely unsettled with rain on all but one day in
the first three weeks and temperatures were about average for late autumn. It
was wet and breezy overnight on the 1/2™, with over an inch of rain but
nothing compared to that experienced by the Channel Islands and northern
France from Storm Ciaran. High pressure in the fourth week brought a few
days of dry and sunny weather and temperatures dropped significantly below
the seasonal norm in the last week with snow flurries on the 30"™. The coldest
night at 22°F occurred on the 25™. Overall, the month was cooler than
normal, due to the overnight temperatures, with above average rainfall. The
autumn was mild and the third wettest in over two decades.

2023 Rainfall === Average (mm)
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SJB
JOINERY & CARPENTRY

Manufacturers & Installers of;
Bespoke Joinery
Cabinet Making

Timber Frame Buildings

Based in the Candover Valley

Sebastian Brand

T : 07849139897
E : sjbrand1@hotmail.co.uk

Honeysuckle

Est 1988 INTERIORS

Beautiful Curtains & Blinds
Expertly Made
Professionally Fitted

= ==

S~ Tiage by Zoffany,
Discover More At
www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk
By Appointment

15 Mecon Road Oakley RG23 7AL
Telephone 01256 780831

ALRESFORD Rpy:
-

Hampshire's
[friendliest club
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Alresford RFC is celebrating 30 years of rugby by giving
FREE ADULT RUGBY
FREE Senior playing

membership

FREE MATCH FEES
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“Hampshire Tree Contracting Specialists”

www.treecontracting.com
- Tree Surgery - Site Clearance - 24/7 Emergency -

most complex of tasks.

Qualified Professionals

L2222 2P

Free no obligation
quotes

@ 01962 760133

Removals - Dangerous or unwanted trees safely removed.

Ash Dieback & Large Tree Specialist - Vast experience

combined with an array of machinery to deal with the largest and

Reductions - Trees of all shapes and sizes professionally reduced.

Vegetation Clearance - Sites or gardens, large and small

efficiently cleared of vegetation.
Stump Grinding - Stumps of all sizes ground out.

Biomass Chipping - Whole tree chipping on site.

g'lnsured up to £10 Million

{TPO paperwork managed

@ 07789 127875
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Candover Valley Gardening Club

For our last meeting of the year, we welcomed Jacqueline
Aviolet who gave us a very amusing talk entitled Brussels
Sprouts to Tangerines. She spoke about the history of Brus-
sels sprouts (or Brussels buds as she liked to call them) and
the multitude of different tangerines, clementines, satsumas,
easy peelers. She briefly covered the traditional Christmas
dinner — carrots, parsnips, potatoes - how to grow and recommended cooking
methods. She brought along bags of vegetables which were distributed to mem-
bers! We all enjoyed festive refreshments including mulled wine and mince pies.

On January 18" we will be having a light-hearted quiz and will be joined by our
gardening friends down the valley — Cliddesden, Farleigh Wallop and Ellisfield
Horticultural Society.

All our indoor meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month in Preston
Candover village hall at 7.30pm. If you would like to join us, guests are very
welcome for a small fee and we always welcome new members — currently £12
for the year which is very good value.

You can find us on Facebook — Candover Valley Gardening Club

PRESTON CANDOVER
ALLOTMENT CHARITY

Have you ever thought about growing your
own fruit, vegetables, and flowers? Do you
love being outdoors and enjoy the wonderful
scenery of the Candover Valley? Could you
benefit from some fresh air and exercise?
Then what you need is an allotment!

2
N

There is a lovely community of allotment holders across the 16 plots
with lots of advice and support if you would like it. We also have a
social event each year to allow you to chat about your plot over a glass
of wine.

The plots are £40 each for a full year starting 1% April.

Please contact Wendy Simson on 01256 389457 or at
wendy.simson3@gmail.com
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ettesden s Millenium Vilage *

Friday Mornings 11am-12noon Term Time
37, 10™, 17™ and 24™ November
1" and 8™ (Christmas Party and visit from Santa) December

0 - 4 year olds and their grown-ups.

Cost: £2 donation per family

Contact:
Melanie (07833-528040) Claire (07757 498653)

A warm welcome awaits you - we look forward To you Joining us for a fun and happy time.

go B AR ur»w@ o
LA R At o g s e n..__ﬁ.P‘ 4:

marquee, tables, chairs, crockery and cutlery are also available to hire.

come for a drink on Saturday from 6.30pm.

The Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover, Alresford SO249TT

‘e ’% & '?"’ k‘l]&" v

& Gl eow|

The Candover Valley Club is located in the beautiful village of Brown Candover next to St. Peter’s
Church, and is fronted by the village cricket field. The Club has a fully licenced bar with kitchen,
skittle alley, dart boards, pool table, TV, wifi and a separate function room suitable for large parties. A

Please contact cvchires@gmail.com for more information about using these wonderful facilities, or

cvchires@pmail.com
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This whole page is empty
and waiting for your

advert.

To advertise your business
or service using the whole
page or just half

Please contact
Ros
At

rospartridgel @gmail.com
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New Year on the Farm—Julian Gibbons
Happy New Year to everyone. As arable farmers we will be glad to see the back of
2023 which just seemed hard work from the time it started raining in March. At least
we have the chance to wipe the slate clean and hope for a better 2024 with kinder
weather. 2023 did see the successful launch of the Candover Valley Farmers cluster
group and special thanks must go to steering group who have got it up and running
with a full program of events for the winter. In November we had a meeting on hedge-
rows, their history, importance to the environment, how to score them and better ways
to maintain them to improve them. Under the new Sustainable farming initiative there
are many hedgerow options that we can choose and at last we are going to get reward
for having kept our hedges and encouraging hedgerow trees. We will have to score our
hedges in a baseline assessment. This we were told could be done using a system de-
veloped by the People’s Trust for Endangered Species. IF your interested visit their
website at www.ptes.org/hedgerows. We will probably see a whole range of different
management options chosen. We are starting to coppice some of our overgrown hedg-
es to rejuvenate them. Years ago this would have been done by hand, but now a shear
grab on a 360 digger can do the work much quicker and cheaper.
In December we had a talk and farm walk, curtesy of Moundsmere Estate, on farm
woodland and trees. We had some very interesting speakers, but the best thing was the
walk around some of Preston Oakhills to see some of the work that has been going on
to rejuvenate the woods and hear some of the history of how some of the species mix
came about. We looked at one parcel that had become dominated by Ash that due to
Ash dieback disease had had all the Ash removed leaving a sparse population of Oaks.
Ash had probably become dominant in this section because the mature oaks were
removed during the last war. Ash will self-seed everywhere, so in the absence of
restocking with oak, ash filled all the space.
We also learnt the danger of felling diseased Ash, that can shatter and fall very
unpredictably if felled with chainsaws. The shear grab is the safer method; a worrying
number of woodmen died in 2023 trying to fell diseased Ash trees by chainsaw.
Ash trees need to be felled quickly after they show signs of disease whilst the wood
still has some value. Within a few years it has negligible value even for firewood.
In January we have a visit to Rotherfield Estate to look at the conservation work that
has taken place there. We will also be given a lesson in bird identification ready for the
Big Farmland Bird Count that takes place between the 2™ and 18" February ( see
www.bfbc.org.uk).
Our farm has been chosen by the BTO for bird surveys over the winter months to see
the effectiveness of wildbird food strips. These contain a mix of seed-bearing species
that should keep the birds fed through the winter and this is supplemented by hopper
feeders and hand feeding through the hungry months of December to April. Their first
visit was in early December, and it will be interesting to see their results. They are
surveying the fields and hedges, but not the woodland and this is being repeated across
the country. This area is being plagued by poachers driving through hedges, smashing
fences down and cutting locks and trashing fields several times a week This is
happening at night and if you see lights over fields after midnight, please ring 999 with
any concerns. These are very violent people, and you should not approach them, they
have no respect for life of animals or people.
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| What’s on in Wield?

_ u ' 7" On Saturday 16 December Wield Social group held a very
AR i Llnm 5 successful Christmas Open Day at Wield Village Hall.

Among the stall holders were Robert and Bridge Grande with wonderful ceramics,
hand woven scarves and other items, Kate Perkins (Munki Makes), with her
delightful Christmas cards and prints, Kate Parker (Herblist) who told us all about
her herbs and ways to use them and had some cold remedies to taste as well as some
herbal potions, teas etc to buy, Annabelle and Aayan who sold delicious sweets,
Amina who sold Fair Trade Crafts, Margot from Bradley Orchard, and Fi from Love
Reiki.

An extremely good raffle and Tombola were also held. We were inundated with
generous donations and sold over 600 tickets.

The ten entries in the Mince Pie Tasting competition presented stiff competition and
judging was taken very seriously, the judges using a grid to judge aesthetics, filling
texture, pastry texture, and overall taste.

The results of the mince pie contest were:

Ist - Jenny Fidgeon, 2nd - Eileen Collins and 3rd- but still very tasty - Margaret
Parker. Mince pies with tea and coffee were on sale all day. Jonathan_Enderby
(Chair of the Village Hall Committee) presented a cup to the winner and a prize of a
tea towel. The cup can be held for a year and the contest will be held again next
year.

The total amount raised towards the £10,000 target was £369.17. The first open day
in November raised £142.70 so the grand total so far is £511.87, 5% of the way
there.

A very good start to their fund raising.

The social group have lost of other events for you in the coming months
including a Wellness Day, Cheese and Wine Tasting, plant sale and much more.

Watch this space each month to find out
What’s on in Wield?

Stop Press!

New Local History Group first meeting will be held in the village hall on Thursday
18 January 2024 at 7.00pm

If you are interested in joining, just turn up on the evening.
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MATTIA

BUILDING SERVICES

Building Services.

Extensions
Conversions
Bathroom Refurb
Kitchen Refurb
Tiling
Ground Maintenance
New Builds

Contact us for a free quotation.

t:0

1962 467736 m:07557 471114
mattiabuilders@hotmail.com

Over 35 years experience and expertise.
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B GARDI I SERVICE

Landscape Gardening
Grass and hedge maintenance
Turfing
Decking/patios
Fencing
And so much more!
Contact 07771410327 or 07494989838

Or email jbgardenservices1@outlook.com

Find us on Facebook @ JB Garden Services

Qrpe) iem

Executive Cars

The trusted private transport service

Standards you can rely on for airport,
ferry port and city transfers

Carpe Diem Executive Cars has built its reputation
for excellence, professionalism and reliablity
offering a premium service at competitive prices

Contact us today and leave the rest to us

Tel: 0330 6600 029 Mob: 07801 816 062
email: franco@carpediemec.com
www.carpediemec.com

INYIS The Water
~Softener

Spemallsts
® New advanced

technology block salt
softeners supplied & fitted

® Repairs and servicing

‘ J of all makes of softeners
| m (domestic & commerecial)
® Reconditioning of most

[= softener makes with
T guarantee provided

® | ocally based;
established over 40 years

No call out charges!

Please call 01256 768171
or 07836 247694
www.amsmayfair.co.uk




Jackie's County Corner: Happy New Year!

i Firsty, thank you to all of you who practised for weeks and made
costumes to perform at all the local Pantomimes this Christmas!
Unfortunately, | couldn’t get to them all, but particularly enjoyed the
three henchmen and their password routine at Old Alresford! Brilliant!

| have mentioned the budget problems facing the County Coundil in
previous County Corners.

Working groups are now set up for all of the possible areas for cuts, and the first meetings took place in
miid December. These include cutting School Crossing Patrols, making School Transport changes, reducing
the spend on books at libraries, reducing services (or maybe cutting out Jthe HWRC sites.

These working groups are set up according to the number of councillors in each political group on the
council, so the ruling group has the overall majority on each working party.

The last Cabinet Meeting took place on the 12™ December. You can watch this online from this link_
s-f/democracy hants gov uk/fielistDocuments. aspx ?Cld=134&MId=10705

It included an item on the overall economy of Hampshire , including taking back the Solent and M3 Local
Enterprise Partnerships into the County’s work programme. There was a second item on the budgetary
pressures, and a review of the Climate Change Annual Report.

Another item of interest to many in my division was related to the Superfast Broadband Project. For thiose
of you mow connected to Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) this will feel very different to those still not enjoying
fast internet speeds. Project Gigabit has followed on from the superfast broadband programme. It should
reach yet more of the last 5% still waiting.

There was also advanced notice publication of the consultation with the final proposals for the Hampshire
Minerals and Waste plan update, covering the National Park too. Please give me your thoughts before the
consultation closes in February 2024. Frustratingly, the revised plan continues to ‘save sites’” once they
have been allocated for waste or recycling, and still fails to prevent oil and gas extraction, even in the
National Park. | don"t have a final date for the consultation as | write this in December, but | will publish the
closing date in my February article.

Do you use a SAT NAV? Are you tempted to let it ‘do the thinking for you'? We have seen a rise in the
incidents of drivers using the wrong lane on dual carriageways, and it is thought to be connected to blindly
following SAT NAV instructions. It is a very scary experience for anyone meeting a car coming towards them
on the wrong side of the road. Reports of this happening on the A31 and the A33 have been received. The
County Council has reviewed all the signage twice in the last few years and has added new signs on the
A31, but if it happens to you, please let me know with the place, date and time. This information could save
lives. Thank you.

The new STOP signs on the A33 at the Cart and Horses junction were installed in the Autumn, and soon a
new Speed Indicator Device should be in place on the southbound carriageway to keep vehicles to 40mph .
The County Coundil will publish the cutcome of the ‘Traffic lights or Roundabout’ consultation very soon,
but we have to await the M3 junction 2 decision before any likely solution for a safer junction is drawn up.

Finally, the picture above is when Chris and | went to see the new ‘nutrient stripper” being installed at the
WCC Water Treatment site at ltchen Abbas. As a Winchester councillor as well as a county councillor, it's
good to see us making progress on reducing pollution in our chalk streams: making a good start to 2024,

Clir Jackie Porter Jackie porterf@hants gov.uk 07973 696085 website www jackieporter.co.uk
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Friday Mornings 11am-12noon Term Time
12™, 19" and 26™ January - Happy New Year
24, 9™ (closed on 16™ for half term ) and 23™ February
0 - 4 year olds and their grown-ups.
A warm welcome awaits you - we look forward To you Jeining us for a fun and happy time.
Cost: £2 donation per family

Contact:
Melanie (07833-528040) Claire (07757 498653)

THE

HAMPSHIRE
— VET —

Providing staffed overnight inpatient care to pets of Basingstoke

Other services provided:
« Same day first opinion consultations for acute & chronic Issues
« Same day blood test from our in-house lab
« In-house radiography, ultrasonography and dental radiography
« In-house orthopaedics and cardiology
« Certificate holders in Small Animal Medicine and Soft Tissue Surgery

Accepting New Patients Now

7o The Hampshire Vet, Shortwood Copse Lane,

N Beggarwood, Basingstoke. RG23 7NL @ 01256 639707

@ www.thehampshirevet.co.uk @ info@thehampshirevet.co.uk
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Mew Alresford
location, smialler
showroom.
Yiou win.
50% SALE
on most adult &
kids' skiwear &
accessories. Don't
miiss our December
bargains, make an
appointment to
Visit us mow.

M: 07767 238874

skiwear@polarexchange.couk
'I'J"l'ﬂﬂ'upﬁlﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂhmg'.'u':{hl.lh.

Moundsmere
Estate Management

Your local specialists in

FARM & ESTATE MANAGEMENT
&
RURAL PROPERTY LETTING
&
MANAGEMENT

From Cosy Cottages to Country Houses...

For a friendly free appraisal,

Contact:
Estate Ltd,
The Estate Office, Moundsmere,
Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG25 2HE.

Telephone 01256 389253
E-mail info@moundsmere.co.uk

www.moundsmere.co.uk

5
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Mulberry Tree Services

Problem Trees?
Fully Qualified Certified Tree
Surgeon with 25 years experience

Fully Insured
Very Competitive Prices

+ Removal of Dangerous Trees

+ Pruning » Shaping « Thinning

o Stump Removal « Hedge Cutting
+ Fencing Specialist

Tel: 01962 88 68 66
Mob: 07974 761183
www.mulberrytreeservices.co.uk

CHARLES READ

& DAUGHTER—

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS

01420 83551

www.charlesreaddaughter.uk
11-13 Turk Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1AG

AGILE

PLUMBING
All General Plumbing Work
Undertaken.

Specialists in
Bathroom, Wet Room &
Utility Room
Design & Installation.

All Work Fully Insured &
Guaranteed.

Call: 07866 475 274

Email: info@agileplumbing.com
www.agileplumbing.com

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

CHARLIE DALTON
PLUMBING & HEATING WINCHESTER

Local reliable
professional service

All aspects of plumbing and heating
Oil boiler specialists
Oftec registered / G1 Accredited
Charlie Dalton Plumbing Services

Mobile - 07788 654662

roeimaebatel .
Checkatrade.com GRANTX
Where reputation matters

www.charliedaltonplumbing.com
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No more waiting for replies, if it’s available it’s yours to hire!

Book online - Pay online - Use

For block bookings and community groups Run by the community,
for the community.

please email: bookings@pcvh.org.uk e

Info@pevh.or.uk www.pevh.org.uk
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At our Christmas meeting we welcomed Olly
Butler, “Olly Jester” to speak about her experiences
as a children’s party entertainer. As one of the very
few women to take up this occupation it was
interesting to hear about the many ways she devised to hold the attention of
young audiences and keep them amused.

INSPIRING WOMEN

|theWI

| Swarraton and Northington WI

Olly and her husband were both in the Royal Navy but postings to different
parts of the UK called for a change of career. She liked children and first
thought about taking up a career in teaching but after helping out with parties
on the base for friends she was persuaded by colleagues and friends to
develop her skills and she became “Olly Jester”.

Designing a good jester’s costume took several remakes. It had to be bright
and cheerful, not scary, easy to move in and get into quickly as sometimes
finding a good place to change on arrival at a party could be difficult. She
often changed in sheds greenhouses or the smallest room in the house!

Olly developed a variety of activities which appeared from her suitcase and a
large Alibaba basket. These included a mystery box, Algernon a furry worm,
dressing up outfits for the birthday prince or princess and balloon modelling.
Stories were acted out and audience involvement very important.

It was a lovely talk full of anecdotes and the comic things children say and
do. It was a jolly way to start our Christmas meeting.

The Christmas tree was beautifully decorated. There was a Christmas bring
and buy stall to raise funds for our Days for Girls charity and a lovely
Christmas tea to round off the afternoon.

Looking ahead to 2024:
Lasagne Lunch in the hall on Friday 19th January 12 for 12.30

HCFWI Spring Council meeting March 20™ Winchester Guildhall
Members were encouraged to source the excellent online courses run by
Denman/WI.

We were sad to hear of the death of Bobbie Sanderson, a former President
and active committee member. Bobbie will be remembered for tennis
matches, Scrabble competitions, quizzes and so much more! She entertained
us all with great humour as a panellist on ‘Call My Bluff’. Bobbie’s
enthusiasm was infectious, and she enjoyed the many friendships she forged
at WI. She was much loved and will be greatly missed.

We wish you all a peaceful and healthy 2024.
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OUR SERVICES

Reaidoatial & Commencial Propartion Serviced.

Rat and Mousa Treatmants.

Wasp and Homat Nest Treatments £ Rensoval.
Traciithanal Weda Catrching Spachallss.
Cluster Fy Trntmants

Clothes Moth Fumigetion & Management.
Bad Bag & Flaa Traatmanis.

ALL ASPECTS OF PEST CONTROL
WORK UNDERTAKEN

One Off Treatments & Ongolng Pest Management
Prograrimes Avallabls

¥’ Fully Insured y All Statf DBS Checksd

v’ Profssslonal & Friendly BPCA Quallfled Staff
v All staffuse Nan S1gn Written Vehlcies. Discreet Service

Past Proafing Wark.
Rodeat, Insact & Bird Control.
Wiiditfe Management.

. CONTACT US LOCAL OPERATOR: 07718 986858 LOCAL OPERATOR: 07542 853564

To advertise your service or business in
the Oxdrove

Please contact
Ros

On
rospartridge 1 (@gmail.com
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But modernising services across a Trust will always come with hard choices
about clinical priorities. Those choices are now right in front of us.

For more than fifteen years I’ve stuck my neck out for Winchester Hospital
and the important services it provides my constituents. It’s been the place for
so many life events for my family too including the birth of both our children
and I have

personally cut the ribbon on millions of pounds of investment.

In that time, my view hasn’t changed. Winchester is a fast growing city and I
want to see A&E services maintained as they are today plus full consultant-led
maternity

services on the RHCH site. If the clinicians, who must ultimately decide, feel
things can be changed in a way that provides safe and sustainable services for
my

constituents it’s up to them to make the clinical case. We are listening.

You can see years of work on this issue, details of the many ASKtheNHS
public meetings I have held and links to the aforementioned consultation at
stevebrine.com/prioritynhs and you can see more at
facebook.com/SteveBrineMP

Steve Brine MP

Working hard for Winchester & Itchen Valley
www.stevebrine.com
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From Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, Alresford & Itchen Valley

0207 219 7189 (House of Commons) Email: steve.brine.mp@parliament.uk

Happy New Year!

You will be aware of plans for a new hospital between Winchester and
Basingstoke (near junction 7) and the implications thereof for the Royal
Hampshire.

Those proposals, now out for consultation until March 17 2024, mean
different things to different people and junction 7 is a bit nearer these villages
than some of those I represent to the south of Winchester. What we share is
potentially a big change to the way acute hospital services are organised and
delivered in mid/north Hampshire.

This was always a reality destined to dawn; from the moment Hampshire
Hospitals NHS Trust brought together the RHCH, Basingstoke Hospital and
Andover War Memorial. The configuration of acute services — what’s done
best where — has been discussed for many years but it was the advent of the
New Hospitals Programme that gave it real resonance here.

On first reading, for the NHS in Hampshire to finally publish details on how
it will invest between £700 million and £900 million in hospital services for
my constituents is not to be sniffed at and it shows the silliness of those
claiming this project is the result of Ministers cutting NHS budgets.

It is true, this investment gives us a once-in-a-generation opportunity to
improve hospital facilities. The brand-new hospital — accompanied by even
more upgraded hospital buildings at Winchester - will enable our NHS to
meet the changing needs of our growing and ageing population. Furthermore,
it will help our local NHS to attract and retain the best staff; something it has
struggled with in recent years.

In all options being consulted upon, Winchester hospital would continue to
provide 24/7 urgent treatment, a same day emergency care service, and
midwife led maternity services. At present we have full consultant-led obstet-
ric services on both acute sites.
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THE YARD

Come & visit our beautiful, light-filled café
in the heart of the Candover Valley!

We serve the best Moonroast coffee, pastries, cakes & simple, delicious
breakfast & brunch & lunch.

Open every Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun, 9am-4pm.

NOW OPEN every last Friday of the month, 6pm-1 |pm
Enjoy great cocktails, food & music, no need to book, all welcome.

Whether you're visiting by car, by bicycle or on foot, you're welcome to
just turn up, we have plenty of seating both indoors & outdoors. Parties
of 6 & over are welcome to book a table though if you're keen to be
seated indoors.

We also host talks & workshops & a seasonal pop up restaurant.
If you'd like to know what's going on, visit www.theyardhampshire.co.uk

& add your name to our mailing list to receive our monthly newsletters.

Follow us on Instagram @theyard_hampshire
Chilton Manor Farm, Chilton Candover, Alresford, Hants, SO24 9TX
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steve.brine.mp@parliament.uk

What’s that tree?

Standing sentry along the banks of our chalk streams, trees play a crucial role in these
ecosystems. Their shade keeps the water cool in summertime, and their roots help to
prevent bank erosion. Now that deciduous species have shed their leaves, the
complex structures beneath have been revealed. It’s an ideal time to appreciate your
streamside trees and improve your identification skills!

Begin your quest by narrowing down the list of options. Trees growing close to
streams are likely to prefer damp soil. The wood of alders, for instance, is actually
stronger when wet! Other water-loving trees include goat willow, white willow,
downy birch, oak, and lime. You could even find a black poplar — once a staple of
floodplains, but now a rare sight, in part due to the drainage of land for agriculture.

With your shortlist ready, take in the big picture. The overall shape of a tree is a great
clue — most notably the pattern of its branches. Monopodial trees like the black
poplar grow in the same direction every year, typically gaining branches on either
side. Conversely, sympodial trees like the oak and lime change their growth direction
with every new branch, giving them a less uniform ‘zigzag’ appearance.

Nestled among the branches, you might find another clue: buds. Dormant during the
winter months, they will become leaves, shoots, and flowers once spring arrives.
Goat willows have round, hairless buds, whereas white willow buds are thin and
hairy. The grouping is also important — oak buds grow in clusters, but lime buds have
an alternating pattern and black poplar buds form spirals up twigs.

Lastly, take a close look at the bark. Trees grow from the inside, and their outer
layers respond in ways determined by their composition. The thin layer of the downy
birch peels away like paper, while the thick layer of the alder cracks into fissures.
Oak and lime bark is pushed up into ridges. But remember that young trees
sometimes have smoother bark that will become more uneven with age.

If you need a little help with your tree ID, the Woodland Trust have a free app that
works with bark, buds, and branches — perfect for wintertime. If you’d like to learn
more about the wonderful world of chalk streams, you can explore the Watercress
and Winterbournes scheme by visiting www.hiwwt.org.uk/winterbournes. Our work
is made possible by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.

Free Online Talks

‘Photography for Chalk Stream Conservation’ 11" January, 7pm
Award-winning photographer Paul Colley shares his chalk stream images, explains
the techniques behind them, and explores how they are used in chalk stream
conservation.

‘The Devastation and Restoration of England’s Chalk Streams’ 8" February, 7pm
Are chalk streams really “man-made habitats”? We explore how modification im-
pacts these precious habitats, and how restoration can help return them to good
health.

Book your tickets at hiwwt.org.uk/winterbournes.
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Candover Valley Store

Wishing all our customers a happy 2024
We wish a happy, healthy and peaceful new year to our customers and
thank you all for your continued support.

Welcome aboard

We are delighted that Becky Robson from Upper Wield is joining the CVCS
team as a senior assistant and (in due course) duty manager. When you are
next in the store do please say ‘hello’ and make her feel very welcome.

Food bank donations

During December we were collecting donations for the Basingstoke
Foodbank. Thank you to everyone who generously put extra items into
their baskets or donated cash to be spent on goods the foodbank needed.
We will let you know how much was raised in the February magazine

Marmalade-making month is here!

Any day now, boxes of sunshiny oranges from Seville will be arriving - ready
to be made into that special, zingy breakfast conserve. You will find a recipe
sheet, plus sugar and lemons in the store. The only extras you’ll need are
some clean jam jars, a preserving pan, and some labels!

Community projects fund

If you are involved with a local club, society or organisation in the catchment
area and have a project in need of funds, why not consider applying to the
CVCS community fund? For details of how to apply and to download an
application form, please visit the website www.cvcs.org.uk

or contact Jocelyn Rogerson on 01256 389661.

23


http://www.cvcs.org.uk/

