Village Halls and Function Rooms For Hire

Swarraton & Northington Village Hall www.northingtonvillagehall.com
Built in 1887 as the village reading room and set in its own grounds just off
the B3046. Facilities include an ample car park & a large field with a
marquee friendly flat area (90ft x 40ft). An ideal venue for birthday parties,
business functions, weddings and formal events with a fully equipped
kitchen and Wi-Fi.
Email contact@northingtonvillagehall.com

Candover Valley Club
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses
Licensed bar

cvchires@gmail.com

Wield Village Hall wieldvillagehall@wgmail.com
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses.

Tables & chairs available for separate hire.

Disabled parking, access and toilets

Preston Candover Village Hall Book online www.pcvh.org.uk,

Contact us on info@pcvh.org.uk
Fully equipped venue to hire with kitchen facilities, disabled access and toilet and park-
ing. For block bookings e-mail bookings@pcvh.org.uk

Editorial Team
Treasurer & Advert Co-ordinator
Ros Partridge 01420 563 816
Harrow Cottage, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
SO24 9RW
rospartridge 1 @gmail.com

Jean Frost 01420 561 136
5 Pound Close, Upper Wield
ALRESFORD
SO24 9SH
jeanterry@uwclub.net
Distribution Manager Philippa Pellereau 01962 733107
ppellereau@gmail.com

Technical Producer

Copy deadline 14th of each month unless previously agreed with the
Technical Producer
Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any
article. (E-mail copy much appreciated).
Disclaimer

The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in the Oxdrove
and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of
information and advertisements in this publication.
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THE OXDROVE
Church and Community News
of
The Candover Valley and Wield
Rector: Interegnum

Associate Minister Ian Thaker—07864 095 435
Ian will be in Preston Candover every Tuesday from 9.00am, to take morning
prayers and available for anyone who wants to chat.

Benefice administrator — Tricia Knight email address:

beneficeFCW@hotmail.com Phone 07541 463750

Rota for Services

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay led

The Parishes of Farleigh, The Candover Valley
and Wield
The Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield
Services for March 2024

BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship LL = Lay Led

Sunday 7" April 2" Sunday of Easter

08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP IDT
09:30 Wield Matins PR

09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer IDT

10:00 Preston Candover Morning Prayer JG

11:00 Northington Holy Communion IDT and JG
11.15 Dummer Sunday Special

Readings Acts 4:32-35, 1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-end

Psalm 133

1
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Sunday 14™ April 3rd Sunday of Easter

08:00 Dummer Holy Communion IDT
09:45 Ellisfield Morning Prayer BC
10:00 Preston Candover  Family Service JG
11:15 Cliddesden Family Holy Communion IDT
18:00 Wield Evensong PR
Readings Acts 3:12-19 1 John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36-48
Psalm 4

R

Sunday 21° April 4™ Sunday of Easter

9.00 Wield Holy Communion BCP IDT
9:45 Dummer Morning Prayer

10:00 Preston Candover ~ Holy Communion IDT
11.15 Cliddesden Family Service IDT

Readings Acts 4 5-12 1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8
Psalm 23
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Sunday 28™ April 5™ Sunday of Easter
8:30 Bradley Holy Communion CW. IDT
9:45 Dummer Holy Communion CW IDT
11:00 Brown Candover Family Morning Worship JG
11:15 Ellisfield Family Holy Communion IDT
Readings Acts 8:26-40 1 John 4:17-21, John 15:1-8

Psalm 22:25-31

1)

Sunday 5™ May 6™ Sunday of Easter

08.00 Ellisfield Holy Communion BCP IDT
09:30 Wield Matins PR

09.45 Cliddesden Morning Prayer IDT
10:00 Preston Candover ~ Morning Prayer JG
11:00 Northington Holy Communion IDT
11.15 Dummer Sunday Special

Readings Acts 10:44-48 1 John 5:1-6 John 15 9-17
Psalm 98

|

WET WASTE

REMOVAL SOLUTIONS

£
TREATMENT PLANT INSTALLATIONS
SEPTICTANK INSTALLATIONS
CESSPOOL INSTALLATIONS
LIFTING PUMP INSTALLATIONS
SEPTIC TANK CLEARANCE
CESSPOOL CLEARANCE
HIGH PRESSURE JETTING
AND CLEARANCE
CCTV SURVEYS AND INSPECTIONS

LIFTING PUMP REPLACEMENT
AND SERVICING

FLEXIBLE PAYMENT METHODS
FAST AND EFFICIENT SERVICE,
OVER 18 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

'._:\

; e &
2 A WASTEDRFCSA.




Contemporary Catholic
Co-educational 3-13
Day & Boarding

FARLEIGH

“Excepz‘ionﬂ/ly we/l—aoﬁus)t’c’d
and kind children

Tatler Schools Guide

s 0
= *x

Flexible school bus service
from The Wheatsheaf (RG25 2BB)
direct to Farleigh
(also enquire about our
Winchester / Stockbridge service)

=3

Please contact the Registrar, Sarah O'Rorke
E: admissions@farleighschool.com
T: 01264 712838 to book or to arrange a tour

Mark Rawlings

FCA ATII

Chartered Accountant
& Chartered Tax
Advisor

Specialising in Personal and
Business Taxation

Including Self Employed and
Company Accounts.

Telephone

01420 561204

Moundsmere

Estate Management

Moundsmere
Estate Management

Your local specialists in

FARM & ESTATE MANAGEMENT
&
RURAL PROPERTY LETTING
&
MANAGEMENT

From Cosy Cottages to Country Houses...

For a friendly free appraisal,

Contact:
Estate t Ltd,
The Estate Office, Moundsmere,
Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG25 2HE.

Telephone 01256 389253
E-mail info@moundsmere.co.uk

www.moundsmere.co.uk

(@ rics

PROTECTED ‘ s
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Incorporating Airport
XL CarS Chauffer Services
(Airports, Business, Long Distance)

Winchester's Premier Chauffeur Services

Luxury Jaguar XJL Saloon
& Similar Prestigious Cars
Smart & Friendly Drivers
Punctuality Guaranteed

Complimentary Newspapers & Water

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
www.xlcars.co.uk / info@xlcars.co.uk

Telephone 01962 76 10 10
Taking The Stress Out of Road Travel

Sorry - we do not offer a 24/7 local taxi service

Hallo, with our Rector David moving not so much as pastures new but more
round the corner the Bishop has asked if I could help out during the interreg-
num. I retired from being a prison chaplain last year having spent 22 years in
HMP Huntercombe. Before that [ was a vicar in North London and did
curacies in Cornwall and Wales

I’'m married with two grown up children and one grandchild who gets spoilt
terribly. We have two monochrome cats who don’t particularly like each
other. My hobbies are sport photography — mainly cricket and rugby and
supporting Aldershot Town.

During the interregnum I will be helping with the services but also have two
days a week for pastoral support within the Benefice. If you feel there is
anything I can help with please feel free have a chat after church or call my
mobile number or you can catch me in Cliddesden Church on Tuesday
mornings between 09:30 and 10:30.

Looking forward is seeing you around.

Best wishes, Ian

Ian Thacker, Associate Minister

Farleigh, The Candover and Wield

07864 095 435

I had a bit of an odd experience the other day. I went out and actually felt
warm. It almost came as a shock when I realised that the sun was shining,
there were hardly any clouds in the sky, and it wasn’t. raining. While this
was short lived it still gave hope that after a damp winter there was the
promise of some decent weather ahead. Flowers have started to grow and
blossom, and things start to feel better.

For some, moving on into Spring can be tricky. Like so many over the
pandemic we lost loved ones. My mother, and then both my wife’s parents
died in what seemed short order. People who have been at the centre of our
lives, with whom we celebrated so much were no longer there. The first
spring after they died was difficult. We were almost comfortable surrounded
by the dampness and cold of winter. T o celebrate the arrival of spring al-
most felt like leaving them behind.

But the world does move on, and so did we. We continue to celebrate
the family events and in these they are never far from our thoughts. But for
some moving on can be hard and the feeling of being stuck in winter can be a
strong one. Help is found in talking about those whom we have lost with
family and friends. If that is hard you are welcome talk to your clergy or be-
reavement support group like Cruse.

Easter, for Christians, is always at the heart of moving on. We stand in
the horror of the cross and then rejoice in the promise of a new hope.



Volunteers and Sponsors
Wanted
Annual Wield Litter Pick on
Friday Sth April
10.15 at the Village Hall

The team of volunteers pick up the litter and the sponsors raise
funds to maintain our beautiful 12" century village church. £20
for a bag or £50 for a big bag of

unmentionables.

Flyers will be delivered with more detail in March but please save
the date and join the team on the day.

Queries and suggestions to Nikki Cowley on 01420 562520 or
07860 106 263.nicolacowley@hotmail.co.uk

Cowslip Day at Blue Ridge Farm, Lower Wield
Sunday 14 April, 2.00pm to 4.30pm

" | After a wet, dismal and chilly winter, what
| better way to cheer yourself up than a walk
| among wild flowers. An afternoon at Blue
¥ Ridge Farm, Lower Wield walking among
the cowslips is sure

i@ to revive the senses
and make you feel
that spring has, at last, sprung.

Following your stroll with a cream tea is
just about all you need to set you up for
the next week.

All proceeds in aid of Wield WI.
By kind permission of Mrs Barbara Wells

4

Heﬁa rds

AT home
v H Mn/)fsWe/

Successfully selling and
letting property in
The Candover Valley
since 1988.

Sales | Property Management | Lettlngs

11 Broad Street, Alresford | www.hellards.co.uk

01962 736333

alresford@hellards.co.uk
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WARNER AND RICHARDSON LLP ARE INDEPENDENT SOLICITORS
LOCATED IN THE HISTORIC CITY OF WINCHESTER.

WE HAVE A STRONG, LONG STANDING REPUTATION FOR PERSONAL SERVICE
AND HIGH QUALITY LEGAL ADVICE.

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW WE CAN HELP YOU WITH ANY OF THESE MATTERS:-

e WILLS, PROBATE AND ESTATES
- RESIDENTIAL CONVEYANCING
COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL AND BUSINESS CONVEYANCING

PLEASE CONTACT US ON 01962 868366

Visit our website:- www.wandr.co.uk
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Chipandell

Purpose Made Joinery
Traditional Local Craftsman - Established over 35 years
Specialist bespoke joinery using sustainable hardwoods

Manufacturing: Doors

e

Windows - Kitchens - Bedrooms
All Hand Made Furniture - Sign & Letter Carving

Telephone/Fax:(01256 381183
wwwichipandellco.uk

The Woodsheds, Park Corner,
Herriard, Hants. RG252PD
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Church sidesmen and readers

Church

St John’s
Northington

St Peter’s
Brown

St Marys

Preston Candover

All Saints
Bradley

St James’
Wield

Date Sidesmen

7 April Emma and Colin
La Fontaine-
Jackson.

Easter Sunday Jane Bryant

28 April Sue Marriott
11.00am

7 April Anne Luneburg
10.00am

14 April Marina Avis
10.00am Jane Laws

21 April Marina Avis
10.00am

5 May Anne Luneburg
10.00am

7 April Alwin Hutchinson
9.00am Allan Futty

14 April Robert Grande
6.00pm

21 April John Lailey
9.00am

5 May Brian Collins
9.30am

Readers

Emma and Colin
La Fontaine-
Jackson.

Celia Foote
Edwin Curtis
Hayward

Gunnel Berry
Marina Avis
Celia Foote

To be advised

Gunnel Berry

Paul Markilie

Amanda Bromfield

Anni-Lou Gibbs
Nicola Robinson

Catherine Simons
Alwin Hutchinson

Eileen Collins
Joanna Nelson
(TBC)



Church flowers, cleaning and key holders

St. John’s Church
Northington
St Peter’s Church Key Holder April Sue Marriott
Brown Candover May Rhys Smith
Flowers | April Clare Gilmore
All Saints Church
Bradley
St. Mary .
The Virgin Flowers April Lisa Crosswell

Preston Candover 6, 13,20, & 27

St James’ Church

Wield Flowers

April 6 & 13 Nikki Cowley

Cleaner Permanent Michelle & Nicole

WAL T GREY LTI

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT

Bespoke building projects
for the discerning client...
CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, MODERNISATIONS
AND NEW RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

Telephone: 01256 636 511
www.westportgrey.co.uk

SUBSTANTIAL EXTENSION AND REFURBISHMENT

Lo 000000000
Specialist footcare treatments

BUPA registered. Referral clinic. C aeet Feet

Voted Best Podiatry UK Blogger
Alton

e All foot issues

o Nail surgery for
ingrown, problem and
damaged nails

o NEW Ostenil joint

Accredited Podiatry Clinic

Compleet Feet are a complete foot care clinic.

Working alongside other private practitioners and
the NHS to keep people healthy on their feet. injections and fillers for

o...%“ % painful toes and soles
’ \‘ e Verruca and fungal nail
l specialist treatments

e MSK biomechanical
assessments, orthotics

o Heel pain shockwave
therapy

5a Normandy Street Alton GU34 1DD
Tel: 01420 89600

E: info@compleetfeet.co.uk

Blogs: www.compleetfeet.co.uk
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Specialist Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaner

Local Area

Over 25 Years Experience

Quotes available on enquiry

Telephone: 07887481787

Email: ba.carpetspecialist@gmail.com

¥ HORIZCN

SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988
T -
""‘“": '\:i‘l'm
APPROVE]D
M) v
Hidden Cabling
e Additional TV Points

o Wi-Fi Signal Improvement and Network Cabling
including garden area and outbuildings

e Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q
Freeview, Freesat

® Tuning & Set Up ‘
Remote control programming
Weak/No Signal Repairs

e TV Wall Installation

e CCTV Installations ;*w
Including Ring doorbell ~ Cheek

e Starlink Installation
Superfast Internet for Rural Areas

trade.com

a
Where reputation matters

Suzanne Andrews Ltd

For Beautifully Made Hand Finished Curtains,
Blinds,Small Loose Covers,Bedheads & More.

Madeto Orderin Your Fabricor Ours.

For MoreInformation Contact

Email.suzieandrews3z@gmail.com
Mobile: 07976388743
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Church Finance or Who pays for your Church?

There is a common misunderstanding that the cost of running your local parish
church is paid principally by the Church of England and that Sunday
collections just add to the pot.

Parish Churches across the country, but especially in rural areas like ours are
funded entirely by the generosity of the congregations, to whom we are all
very grateful and whose gifts we never take for granted.

The Winchester Diocese has a budgeted expenditure for this year of £11.8
million and a budgeted income of £11.7 million. £9.1 million comes from the
Common

Mission Fund (CMF) which is the money paid by parishes to a common pot.
The amount each parish pays is determined by the average church attendance
numbers (pew persons) and the area’s average level of affluence. The rest of
the income comes from investments, rental income and grants from the
national church central funds.

The Diocese doesn’t pay for the cost of Bishops and their housing and it
doesn’t pay for Winchester Cathedral. Those costs are paid by the Church
Commissioners.

The biggest cost is the cost of ministry support: clergy stipends (salaries), their
pensions and housing costs, cost of appointments, training expenses and
clergy

support. At £8.248 million it accounts for 95% of the CMF income. The other
5% is made up of parish support (there is always someone on the end of the
phone if you need help).

Everything else including support for the 100 CofE schools, safeguarding,
Communications, the cost of running the diocesan office and finances and the
diocesan share of national costs comes from investment and rental income,
from fees for weddings and funerals.

The CMF request for our benefice is £115,155. We are part of the Alresford
Deanery, and we are the most affluent deanery in the diocese, average weekly
giving for the Alresford deanery is £12/week. Southampton is the least
affluent deanery but has the highest level of giving per regular giver at £26.14/
week.

The Alresford Deanery has the smallest population in the diocese (14,503) and
has an average on 1 stipendiary clergy to 3626 of population. Southampton
has the largest population (235,542) with a stipendiary cleric ratio to



population of 1:16,356. Of course, in Southampton there are many more other
churches besides the CofE.

Alresford Deanery has the highest percentage of population attending church
at 2.9%, more than 4 times the level of Southampton.

Besides our CMF request we must maintain and repair our churches, insure,
and heat them. Every 5 years we must employ an architect to inspect the
fabric of the church and to produce a report listing priorities of work to be
carried out.

Who pays for your church? (Cont.)

We have the cost of maintaining our church yards, everyone who lives in the parish
has a right to be buried in their church yard or burial ground (they also have the right
to get married in their parish church). We have the cost of services, printing, candles,
organist etc.

For the Parish of the Candovers with Bradley that includes St. Mary’s Preston
Candover, All Saints’ Bradley and St. Peter’s Brown Candover. We have partially
re-roofed both All Saints’ and St. Peter’s in the last 8 years. The cost of this has been
funded either by generous donations at the time + grants (All Saints’) or from legacy
investments from previous benefactors (St. Peter’s). A legacy enabled us to renew the
heating and lighting system and install an audio/visual system at St. Mary’s. In total
over £240,000 was spent making sure the churches were in good order for the future.
This is in addition to the £19000 annual running costs and the £36000 we are
supposed to pay the diocese in CMF.

All the churches in the valley have the same challenges. If you would like to help all
our churches use a scheme called Parish Giving (parishgiving.org.uk). You can
donate online as a regular giver or one off and, if you are able to gift aid your
Donation, Parish Giving will claim the tax back on behalf of the parish.

Julian Gibbons, Treasurer, Parish of the Candovers with Bradley.
Email:allsaintsbradley@gmail.com

LEN STOCKLEY

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Decorating

Rotten Wood Repair System
for Windows & Doors

Coving & General Repairs
Over 40 Years Experience

Free Estimates

Tel: 01420 86205 (Alton)
Mobile: 07866 784269

SHAUN BARNEY

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTER &

DECORATOR
LOCAL TRADESMAN WITH 20
YEARS EXPERIENCE

COMPETITIVE RATES QUALITY

WORK

Fully Insured

Tel: 01962 864033
07928 027618

The Parish of The Candovers with Bradley

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting and Vestry Meeting will take place in
St Mary the Virgin Church, Preston Candover on Tuesday 30th April at
7.30pm.

All parishioners welcome to come and hear what is happening in their
churches and the situation regarding a new incumbent. Refreshments will be
served.

Care at home

Are you or a relative beginning to consider care options? Our
comprehensive service offers you the support you need, when you
need it, in the comfort of your own home. Our services include:

* Assistance with morning, lunch, teatime & evening routines
* Meal preparation

* Personal care

* Support with mobility

* Light housekeeping & laundry

* Shopping, outings & social activities
* Support with medication

* Respite care

* Live-In care

t: 01256 700991
e: enquiries@calidacare.co.uk
www.calidacare.co.uk

Hampshire Woodlands Limited

Tree Management

* Tree Care and General Maintenance
Stump Removal

TPO & Conservation Area Planning
Applications

Hedge Cutting
Tree and Hedge Planting

Woodland Management

HE e e e e e

All Areas and Fully Insured

Email: hantswoods@btinternet.com

i Telephone: O] 420 561 1 1 8
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S\Feathers Mobile Hair
o;/—'\

WOMEN'S & MENS CUTTING AND STYLING
OCCASION HAIR AND BLOW-DRYS
LOCAL AND RELIABLE

FuLLy VTCT QUALIFIED

VEGAN AND CRUELTY FREE PRODUCTS

TEL: 07707 961999

Yoga and Mindfulness

Group and 1-1 classes
in-person and on zoom

YOGA THERAPY

A whole person approach to wellbeing

Achieve optimal health through the co-creation
of a personalised plan using the principles and
practices of yoga and mindfulness underpinned
by evidence based research to help alleviate
health challenges in a multidimensional manner.

8-week Mindfulness for Stress
Reduction courses

Yoga for Mental Health courses

www.rebeccajamesyoga.co.uk
bex.yoga@gmail.com 07929 185 057

P C Butler
Brickwork

General and Traditional
Building
Roofing, Maintenance
Repairs
Painting & Decorating

No Job Too Small

Tel: 01256 781830
Mobile: 07833 586250

paulbutler3@hotmail.co.uk

Handyman Services

Fully Insured and Reliable Handyman
Most Items Covered
Carpentry, Repairs
Fencing, Basic Garden Work
Kitchens, Bathrooms

No Job too small
Competitive Prices

Call for a quote today
Abbey Handyman Services

Mobile: 07479060708
abbeyhandyservices@gmail.com
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Do you think God might be calling

Lay Vocatio ns you to use your gifts to
3 Christ? But un of what your
M 0 r n I ng next step might be?

Saturday 6 April, 9.30am — 12.30pm
All Saints Church Hall,

St Leonards & St Ives,

BH24 21S

serve Jesus

Join Bishop David
Winchester School of Mis
to find out more about lay vocations
and the pathways available.

For more info and to book contact Tracey Nicholls
icholls@winchester.anglican.ore / 01962 710983

DIOCESE of

WINCHESTER
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ME THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTED ‘CAROLS
ﬂ BY TRACTOR’!
STAR YOU RAISED A WHOPPING £400 FOR OUR CHARITY.

Winchester wg THOUGHT YOU MIGHT LIKE TO LEARN A LITTLE MORE ABOUT
and Districts WHAT WE DO.

We are a local charity which provides friendship, emotional and practical support to
parents with at least one child under five years old. We are an independent charity
affiliated to Home-Start UK, the country’s leading family support charity. We help
families from all backgrounds through their most challenging times by offering one to
one home visiting support within the home as well as supportive groups which are
nurturing and accessible. These are run by paid staff members and volunteers.

We work in a 12-mile radius of Winchester and a large proportion of Home-Start
families live in the most deprived areas of the city including Stanmore and Winnall.

We receive referrals from health visitors, GP’s, mental health practitioners, early years
practitioners, specialist workers and therapists and some families self-refer.

Our volunteers are recruited from the local community. They come from different back-
grounds and range from 24 to 84 years. All have parenting experience and are DBS
checked. They are thoroughly trained, supported, and supervised to exacting Home-Start
UK standards. They receive safeguarding training every year.

The charity is overseen by 2 patrons and a board of trustees drawn from the local
community. The board meet 4 times a year and are responsible for the overall
management of the scheme.
In order to give children the best possible start in life, Home-Start aims to:

improve children’s health, well-being and development

reduce family isolation and increase social support networks

encourage parents physical and emotional well-being

affirm and develop skills in parenting

enrich the home environment

increase access to health, education and community services

What our parents say:

“My volunteer helped me to be the parent [ wanted to be.”

“It’s hard to comprehend how life would have been if Home-Start hadn’t been involved.
I was feeling overwhelmed with life. Home-Start, and my volunteer, helped me find a
way through it.

“My volunteer never told me what to do, but she helped me realise what I wanted to be
and gave me the belief to make it happen. She always made sure I knew how important I
was.

’You couldn’t have picked a better volunteer for me, they were my lifeline.’

If you would like more information or would like to consider becoming a Friend,
volunteer or trustee please be in contact — info@home-startwinchester.org.uk or
www.home-startwinchester.org.uk
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It’s still not too late to book an appointment with one of our practice nurse team for
MMR, MenACWY, Shingles & Pneumonia.
If you have the NHS App you can view all your immunisation on your health record.
If your unsure if you are eligible for immunisations visit; NHS vaccinations and when to
have them - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

COVID- Spring boosters
The practice will be offering the spring boosters COVID-19 from the 22" April.
COVID is more serious in older people and in people with certain underlying health con-
ditions. For these reasons, people aged 75 years and over, those in care homes, and those
aged 5 years and over with a weakened immune system are being offered a spring booster
of COVID-19 vaccine.
You should be offered an appointment between April and June, with those at highest risk
being called in first.
You will be invited to have your booster around 6 months from your last dose, but you
can have it from 3 months.
If you are turning 75 years of age between April and June, you will be called for vaccina-
tion during the campaign; you do not have to wait for your birthday.

Stress Awareness Month 2024 is observed annually in April
This year’s theme, #LittleByLittle, emphasises the transformative impact of consistent,
small positive actions on overall well-being. Even seemingly minor steps taken daily to-
ward self-care and stress reduction can yield significant improvements in mental health
over time. Here are some practical suggestions to incorporate into your routine:
[JConnect with someone: Check in with your support network or connect with someone
new. A sense of belonging and community can help reduce feelings of loneliness.
0Go outside: Spending time outdoors can have a positive impact on mental well-being.
[1Get moving: Physical activity, even in small increments, contributes to stress reduction.
[1Be mindful: Practice mindfulness techniques to stay present and manage stress.
[1Breathe deep: Deep breathing exercises can help calm the mind.
[Prioritise sleep: Make small adjustments to your bedtime routine. Wind down by mini-
mising screen time, creating a tech-free bedroom environment, and jotting down thoughts
to set aside for the next day.
[JHouse Analogy: Think of building mental well-being like constructing a house—one
brick at a time. Each small action, such as taking deep breaths during a stressful moment
or expressing gratitude daily, serves as a foundation for resilience.
[JBall Analogy: Just a Imm change in the angle direction of a rolling ball can alter its
trajectory significantly. Similarly, small positive actions accumulate and create a remark-
able outcome over time.
[1The Butterfly Effect + The Positive Ripple Effect: Lorenz’s butterfly effect theory
highlights how seemingly insignificant initial changes can lead to significant consequenc-
es. Your small efforts contribute to a positive ripple effect in your life.

Remember, even the tiniest steps matter, and collectively, they build a stronger founda-
tion for mental well-being. If you’re feeling stressed, consider checking your stress levels
and explore ways to manage stress throughout the month. [

For more information and resources related to Stress Awareness Month 2024, you can
visit The Stress Management Society; www.stress.org.uk
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The Alresford Surgery
Station Road

ALRESFORD, Hampshire
Out of hours telephone number 111

Good Friday & Easter Monday closure
Please make sure you have sufficient supplies of your usual medications to last over the
bank holiday period which you can order in a number of ways;

In person at the surgery

By post

Via the NHS APP or Patient Access
The surgery will be closed on Friday 29" March and Monday 2nd April. If you need ur-
gent medical care you can access the Out of Hours service for advice, a face to face ap-
pointment or, if it is necessary, a home visit & the number to call is 111.

e-Consults will not be able to be submitted after 6.30pm on Thursday 28" March & will
not restart again until 8am on Tuesday 3rd April.

Veteran Practice

This means that, as part of the health commitments of the Armed Forces Covenant, we
have a dedicated Clinician, Dr. Hannah Harring, you can read Hannah’s statement here,
who has specialist knowledge of military related health conditions and veteran specific
health services. This is important in helping ex-forces to get the best care and treatment.
If you are ex-forces, please let your GP know to help ensure you are getting the best pos-
sible care.

A veteran is someone who has served in the British Armed Forces (Regular or Reserve)
for at least one day. Veterans also include any member of the Merchant Marine who has
served in a war zone. This includes crew from convoys in World War 2 and more recent-
ly in the Falklands conflict and Gulf Wars.

About 18,000 service people move back into civilian life every year and whilst most of
these individuals have similar levels of health to the general population, around 2,000
leave on medical grounds. The top reasons for medical discharge are for issues relating
to back, knees, mental health, and hearing.

Being accredited means that a practice can better identify and treat veterans, refer them,
where appropriate, to dedicated NHS services (such as the Veterans' Mental Health Tran-
sition, Intervention and Liaison service (TILS), the Veterans' Mental Health Complex
Treatment Service (CTS) and the Veterans Trauma Network) and capture better epidemi-
ological data to improve future health provision. It also means that the NHS is better able
to meet the health commitments of the Armed Forces Covenant, whereby the Armed
Forces community, including veterans, should face no disadvantage in accessing health
services and should receive priority care for military attributable conditions, subject to
clinical need.

If you are a veteran, please let us know!

World Immunisation week — 24™- 30" April

Are you up to date with your immunisations? Are you children up to date with their im-
munisations?
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Saturday 18th May 2024

Romsey Abbey 7.30pm

Hampshire Choral Festival

Botley Choral Society, Compton & Shawford Festival Choir,
ltchen Valley Choir, Overton Choral Society,
Sarisbury Choral Society, Twyford Singers,
Winchester City Festival Choir
Mark Dancer (organ)

Instrumental Ensemble
Conductor David Burgess

Gabriel Fauré Requiem
Interval

Karl Jenkins Stabat Mater

Tickets £15 [plus booking feeJunreserved from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/musicinromsey

Limited availability of tickets

Hewpel e Hampshire Choral Festival
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Vox Lucis

in conjunction with renowned lutenist

Sam Brown

present
“Renaissance Masterpieces”
a concert of motets and songs
Works by some of the most influential composers of the
15" and 16™ centuries, including Josquin, Tallis,
Byrd and Dowland.
St John’s Church, Northington
on
Sunday, April 28" 2024
at 5.30pm
Ticket Price £10 — interval refreshment included and
available on the door.

We very much look forward to seeing you as all funds
raised will go towards the Organ Conservation
and Restoration Project

All members of the family are welcome.

Made possible with PS

1 @ -Z?'T Hx,p&
Herltage ST J O H N . %

¢ Fund RN - /iiit

%e 15\
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WEATHERWISE By Simon Bourne
Summary of weather observations taken at Northington Down
in February 2024

Temperatures (degrees centigrade/Fahrenheit)

Highest 15.1/59 (15™)
Lowest -3.8/25 (24™)
Warmest Night 9.1/48 (15™)
Coolest Day 6.5/44 (7™
Average maximum temperature 10.9/52

Average minimum temperature 3.9/39

Number of air frosts 5

Rainfall (millimetres/inches)

Monthly total 140.9/5.55  (average 68.2/2.69)
Annual total 229.0/9.02  (average 163.2/6.43
Maximum 24hr. rainfall 25.8/1.02 (8™

Number of days with rain 22

Summary There was a bright start with sunny weather and light frost on the first
of the month, but dull and mild weather followed with drizzle and light rain at
times, and over an inch of rain on the 8. This theme continued but with more sun
in the middle of the second week and sunny spells in the third. It was wet and
windy on the 21% and 22™ then more rain on the 25" with a cold northerly fresh to
strong breeze the following morning. Temperatures dipped below average for a
few days from the 23" with the coldest at 25°F occurred the following night. The
average temperature was 4°F above the seasonal norm and the second mildest in
over two decades. There was rain on most days and the total was over twice the
normal figure for February. The winter season was mild and wet with a third more
rainfall than usual.

2024 Rainfall === Average (mm)
——=—— Actual (mm)
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Honeysuckle

Est 1988 INTERIORS

SJB
JOINERY & CARPENTRY

Manufacturers & Installers of;
Bespoke Joinery
Cabinet Making
Timber Frame Buildings Pr

Beautiful Curtains & Blinds
Expertly Made
ofessionally Fitted

I = af

: Sy
Discover More At

www.honeysuckleinteriors.co.uk

Based in the Candover Valley

Sebastian Brand

T : 07849139897
E : sjbrand1@hotmail.co.uk

By Appointment

15 Mecon Road Oakley RG23 7AL
Telephone 01256 780831

ALRESFORD Rpy
-

Hampshire's UNITY : PURPOSE
[friendliest club FAMILY

Pogvpn W

Alresford RFC is celebrating 30 years of rugby by giving
FREE ADULT RUGBY
FREE Senior playing

membership

FREE MATCH FEES
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Vox Lucis Concert, Sunday, April 28™ 2024 5.30pm

St John’s Church, Northington

For this final concert in support of the organ restoration fund at St John’s, Northing-
ton, Vox Lucis has chosen a handful of pieces from the most influential and innova-
tive composers of the 15™ and 16™ centuries. We begin with Guillaume Dufay —
Urbs Beata Jerusalem.

Settings of two Marian Antiphons, A/ma Redemptoris Mater and Ave Maria, repre-
sent the work of Josquin des Prez — the most famous composer between Dufay and
Palestrina. Our selection of Miserere Nostri and If ye Love Me, by Thomas Tallis
illustrate the very different styles in which he was accomplished. Sicut Cervus must
be one of Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina’s best loved works so could not be left out
and his setting of A/ma Redemptoris Mater is a Vox Lucis favourite. Orlando di
Lasso (Lassus) stands with William Byrd,

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina and Tomas Luis de Victoria as leading composers of
the later Renaissance. The pieces we have chosen — Veni dilecta me, Justorum Ani-
mae, Miserere Mei and O Quam Gloriosum — represent their mature polyphonic
styles.

We are joined, for this concert, by Sam Brown, a renowned lutenist, who will per-
form pieces by another genius of Renaissance music, John Dowland. His works —
written mainly for

accompanied or unaccompanied lute - are ideally suited to the beautiful setting of St
John’s and complement Vox Lucis’ polyphonic pieces perfectly.

Candover Valley Store

Store and post office trading hours

Monday to Friday Store open: 8.00am — 6.00pm
Post office: 8.30am — 5.00pm

Saturday Store open: 8.30am — 5.00pm
Post office:  9.00am — 12.30pm
Sundays & Store open: 8.30am — 12.30pm

Bank Holidays Post office: Closed

We look forward to welcoming you!

Alresford Road, Preston Candover, RG25 2EE
Tel: 01256 389500 www.cvcs.org.uk
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Walking with Wildlife, Robert Bryant

On Valentine’s Day, the blackthorn bloomed - a key event in nature’s calen-
dar, occurring quite early this year, being mild and wet. The wayside winter
hedges, clipped and trimmed, were sprinkled white with blackthorn flowers,
while blackthorn shrubs defy the drizzle to billow chalk-white from sombre

woodland edges.

A few days later, dodging the showers, I head along to Micheldever Woods to
check the pools and puddles for early frogspawn. The low winter sunshine
lights up the smooth grey-green trunks of the beech trees. Flocks of chaffinch-
es, plus a few bramblings, lift off from the leafy woodland floor as I walk up
to a favourite pool — to find it blobby with fresh frogspawn.

While carrying out farmland bird surveys, both at Northington Down and
along at Chilton Down, we were intrigued to find wintering woodlarks. Along
with the spring songs of robins and a song thrush, a woodlark sang from a
perch high in the trees at both locations. Although found mainly in the New
Forest and over in the Thames Basin Heaths, woodlarks also occur on our
wooded downlands and are noted for their melodious song, reflected in their
scientific name Lullula arborea.

Common yews feature strongly in the winter landscape of the Candovers; be-
ing native to the chalk downs, they are widely spread in local woods and
hedgerows, as well as some solitary specimens on the skyline. Some are plant-
ed to create avenues of great character as at Chilton Manor Farm or those
leading from St. John’s to Northington Grange. Each tree is generally either
male or female. In February, the males develop a yellowish tinge as masses of
their tiny flowers become laden with pollen. It is quite a sight to view clouds
of pollen drifting from these trees on the slightest breeze, as if smoke from a
bonfire.

While taking a lunchtime stroll, I was amused by the antics of five brown

hares chasing each other at top-speed across a back field. Two large doe hares
seemed to be able to easily outpace their ardent suitors.

Robert Bryant
5™ March 24
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THE

HAMPSHIRE
— VET —

Providing staffed overnight inpatient care to pets of Basingstoke

Other services provided:
« Same day first opinion consultations for acute & chronic Issues
« Same day blood test from our in-house lab
« In-house radiography, ultrasonography and dental radiography
¢ In-house orthopaedics and cardiology
« Certificate holders in Small Animal Medicine and Soft Tissue Surgery

Accepting New Patients Now

7o The Hampshire Vet, Shortwood Copse Lane,

& Beggarwood, Basingstoke. RG23 7NL @ 01256 639707

@ www.thehampshirevet.co.uk @ info@thehampshirevet.co.uk
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The Candover Valley Club is located in the beautiful village of Brown Candover next to St. Peter’s
Church, and is fronted by the village cricket field. The Club has a fully licenced bar with kitchen,
skittle alley, dart boards, pool table, TV, wifi and a separate function room suitable for large parties. A
marquee, tables, chairs, crockery and cutlery are also available to hire.

Please contact cvchires®gmail.com for more information about using these wonderful facilities, or
come for a drink on Saturday from 6.30pm.

The Candover Valley Club, Brown Candover, Alresford SO249TT cvehires@pmail.com
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‘So you can do more living’
The demands on our professional and personal lives can be overwhelming.

Our lifestyle management approach is designed to help you focus on what truly matters.

EVENTS PA HOUSE

SERVICES MANAGEMENT

www.candoverlm.co.uk
annabel@candoverlm.co.uk | 07966 415464
lisa@candoverlm.co.uk | 07736 843065

OUR SERVICES

Ratand Mousa Treatments.

ALL ASPECTS OF PEST CONTROL Wasp and Homat Noet Trastmieuts & Rarwoval.

Tracitthanal Meale Cate:hl 18
WORK UNDERTAKEN e Er e e Specks
Ong Off Teatmentz & Ongoing Past Managament Clothes Math Fumigetion & Managenent.
Programmes Avallable ‘B‘:‘dtﬂlﬂ Fla;hi:‘mnm
¥ RullyInsured v All 5taff DBS Checked Rotdeat, Insoct A Binj Control.

v’ Profsssional & Frienclly BPCA Qualified Staff e
/ Al ataff use Non Slgn Writien Vehlcles. iscmet Serdes

. CONTACT US LOCAL OPERATOR: 07718 986858 LOCAL OPERATOR: 07542 853564
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Roaldeatiol & Commendiol Propertion Servicad.

CANDOVER VALLEY CHOIR

WANT TO DO SOMETHING NEW?

COME AND JOIN THE CHOIR!

Singing is good for you — it is creative, has great health
benefits, is very rewarding, and is hugely enjoyable!

The Candover Valley Choir
is always interested in hearing from potential new singers

interested in joining.

The Choir performs a wide repertoire including classical,
contemporary, and popular music

This is an ideal time to join the choir, as we set out on the
new programme for 2024, If you would like to know more
about the Candover Valley Choir or would like to come and
try us out (there are no auditions), do contact:

Julian Jones, Choir Chairman, on:
juliang.jones@btinternet.com
or
Jane Bryant, Music Director
bryantjane50@gmail.com
07740 871341

REHEARSALS TAKE PLACE ON THURSDAYS AT 7.45

15




Candover Valley Gardening Club
We had a very interesting talk last month from Tim Woodland.
Generally, we tend to think of bulb planting in the autumn for
Spring colour, tulips, daffodils, etc. Tom, however, gave us
some wonderful ideas of bulbs and tubers to plant now for sum-
mer/autumn colour. Amongst other ideas he had some beautiful

examples of dahlias which are having a moment in the limelight
after years of anonymity! The colour they provide in late sum-
mer is really welcome. Needless to say, members were very keen to purchase from
the items Tim brought along.

Our April meeting will bring a new programme for the year 2024/25. Our first speak-
er is Catherine Leonard who will be speaking to us about her work with the National
Trust, ‘A Garden World — Introducing the global family of National Trusts and some
of the gardens in its care’.

Our indoor meetings are held at 7.30pm in Preston Candover Village Hall on the
third Thursday of the month. If you would like to join us at any time, guests are very
welcome for a small fee and, of course, we always welcome new members. The an-
nual subscription will remain at £12 pp and I hope you will agree this is extremely
good value for 7 talks, 4 garden visits and a summer social event.

You can find us on Facebook — Candover Valley Gardening Club

Ground Maintenance

Contact us for a free quotation.

t:01962 467736
mattiabuilders@hotmail.com

Over 35 years experience and expetrtise.

MATTIA

BUILDING SERVICES

Building Services.

Extensions
Conversions
Bathroom Refurb
Kitchen Refurb
Tiling

New Builds

m:07557 471114

GAVIN ROBERTS KITCHEN FITTER
o KITCHEN, UTILITY AND BOOT ROOMS

o SUPPLY AND DRY FIT OR DRY FIT ONLY
o 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WITH HIGH
END AND MID-RANGE KITCHENS

s BASED IN THE CANDOVER VALLEY AND
WORKING IN HAMPSHIRE AND
BORDERING COUNTIES

e EXCELLENT CUSTOMER FEEDBACK

1: 07770 880241

LrgavincrobertsT@email.com

16

Contact 07771410327 or 07494989838

Or email jbgardenservices1@outlook.com

Find us on Facebook @ JB Garden Services

B GARDEN *#

ERVICE

Landscape Gardening
Grass and hedge maintenance
Turfing
Decking/patios
Fencing

And so much more!

Qz‘pe) iem

Executive Cars

The trusted private transport service

Standards you can rely on for airport,
ferry port and city transfers

Carpe Diem Executive Cars has built its reputation
for excellence, professionalism and reliablity
offering a premium service at competitive prices

Contact us today and leave the rest to us

Tel: 0330 6600 029 Mob: 07801 816 062
email: franco@carpediemec.com
www.carpediemec.com

INYIS The Water
~Softener

Speclallsts

® New advanced
technology block salt
softeners supplied & fitted

® Repairs and servicing
‘ of all makes of softeners
m | (domestic & commercial)

® Reconditioning of most
softener makes with
guarantee provided

® | ocally based;
established over 40 years

No call out charges!

Please call 01256 768171
or 07836 247694
www.amsmayfair.co.uk
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“Hampshire Tree Contracting Specialists”

www.treecontracting.com
- Tree Surgery - Site Clearance - 24/7 Emergency -

@ Removals - Dangerous or unwanted trees safely removed.

Ash Dieback & Large Tree Specialist - Vast experience
combined with an array of machinery to deal with the largest and

most complex of tasks.

Reductions - Trees of all shapes and sizes professionally reduced.

efficiently cleared of vegetation.
Stump Grinding - Stumps of all sizes ground out.

Biomass Chipping - Whole tree chipping on site.

@ Vegetation Clearance - Sites or gardens, large and small

{Qualiﬁed Professionals 6nsured up to £10 Million
{Free no obligation {I’PO paperwork managed

quotes

@ 01962 760133 @ 07789 127875
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On the Farm - Ben Robinson

Lambing is now in full swing and has mostly been going well. We man the
lambing shed 24 hours a day for around 17 days- the ewe’s first cycle. After
the 18" day the lambing frequency drops off significantly. At the peak 35-40
ewes a day will lamb, requiring penning up and turning out after 36-48 hours
inside.

Though wet, the weather hasn’t been cold, and lambs have been turned out
into the fields in decent enough conditions. On more inclement days we have
trialled ‘lamb macs’, a piece of biodegradable plant-based plastic that pro-
vides protection for lambs at their most vulnerable stage. The jury is currently
out on them, but it is worth testing out new ideas and products as and when
they become available.

We have had around 25 fit and healthy ewes who have had strong lambs but
whose milk has dropped off very quickly a few days after birth. Following
blood tests on the ewe by the vet this was confirmed as Schmallenberg, a
midge borne disease that has become prevalent in Western Europe over the
past decade. The ewes would have been bitten back in September/October.
Luckily for us this is a very mild manifestation of the disease compared to
other farms. Many early lambing flocks have been much more adversely af-
fected with substantial numbers of newborn lambs born severely deformed
and having to be euthanised at birth. The Schmallenberg also explains our dis-
appointing scanning results; 160% rather than the 180-190% that we normally
hope for. The ewes that have had Schmallenberg are now immune to it for
around four years. However, it is debatable that it is worth keeping on ewes
without enough milk to rear a lamb for a whole year. Usually, ewes that do
not rear a lamb are sold as culls as soon as they are fit.

The incessantly wet weather has made it impossible to drill any Spring crops.
Frustrating as this is from an arable perspective the silver lining is that it has
allowed me to leave the hoggets on the stubble turnips for much longer than is
normally possible. At a time of record sheep meat prices every kilo put on a
hogget carcass at this time of year is well worth it.

I am writing this while waiting for the inspector to arrive and carry out our
annual inspection for the JCB forklift and its associated attachments such as
muck grabs, grain buckets and bale handling equipment. Regular checks en-
sure the machinery will perform effectively and remains safe to use.

17



Mulberry Tree Services

Problem Trees?
Fully Qualified Certified Tree
Surgeon with 25 years experience

Fully Insured
Very Competitive Prices

o Removal of Dangerous Trees

e Pruning » Shaping » Thinning

+ Stump Removal « Hedge Cutting
» Fencing Specialist

Tel: 01962 88 68 66
Mob: 07974 761183
www.mulberrytreeservices.co.uk

To advertise your
service or busi-
ness in the
Oxdrove,

Please contact
Ros
On

rospartridgel @gmail.com

Mew Alresford
location, snaller
showroom.
You win.
50% SALE
on most adult &
kids' skiwear &
accessories. Don't
miiss our Decemiber
bargains, make an
appointment to
VISIT LS mow.

M: 07767 23BETA

skrwear@polarexchange.colk
wrvrriplaraxchang e ook

CHARLES READ

& DAUGHTER—

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL MASONS

Trees 1

i ik

01420 83551
www.charlesreaddaughter.uk
11-13 Turk Street, Alton, Hampshire GU34 1AG
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AGILE

PLUMBING
All General Plumbing Work
Undertaken.

Specialists in
Bathroom, Wet Room &
Utility Room
Design & Installation.

All Work Fully Insured &
Guaranteed.

Call: 07866 475 274

Email: info@agileplumbing.com
www.agileplumbing.com

Proud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters
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CHARLIE DALTON

PLUMBING & HEATING WINCHESTER

Local reliable
professional service

All aspects of plumbing and heating
Oil boiler specialists

Oftec registered / G1 Accredited
Charlie Dalton Plumbing Services

Mobile - 07788 654662

Proud members of
Checkatrade.com GRANT=
Where reputation matters

www.charliedaltonplumbing.com




No more waiting for replies, if it’s available it’s yours to hire!

Book online - Pay online - Use

For block bookings and community groups Run by the community,

please email: bookings@pcvh.org.uk f::::::,::::; ;?:

Info@pevh.or.uk www.pcvh.org.uk
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Swarraton and Northington WI

|theWI

INSPIRING WOMEN N 1o wearing bandanas and pink frilly skirts, a
drunken goat and snakes and lizards - just a few
of the more unusual patients treated by veterinary surgeon Gillian Taylor
who described her work in an entertaining talk to members at their March
meeting.

Although her parents hoped that she would become a lawyer or a teacher,
the books by James Herriot inspired her and she qualified in 1984 when
few women became vets.

In a 38-year career working with small animals, 18 of those with PDSA,
she encountered many pets with strange tastes, notably dogs who enjoyed
eating towels, dishcloths, stones and pegs and cats who favoured needles.
After what was obviously an enjoyable career Gillian is now a trustee of
Canine Partners, finding puppies suitable to become ‘help dogs’ trained to
help with up to 70 tasks.

The next Days for Girls sewing session will be on Tuesday 9th April from
2-4.30 p.m. at Old Alresford Village Hall. The last session was so produc-
tive that 50 kits have been sent off to the Halo Trust which is working to
clear land mines in Sri Lanka.

Our next outing is to Longstock Water Gardens on Thursday 23rd May,
followed by lunch at the Mayfly near Stockbridge.

The next meeting, to which new members are always welcome, is at
Northington Village Hall on Tuesday 2" April at 2 p.m, titled “Tea &
Reminiscences” by members, and the May meeting is Tuesday 7™
May.

19



Last chance to grab a community grant.

Do you want to protect, enhance, or celebrate your local chalk stream? The Water-
cress and Winterbournes scheme offers grants of up to £5,000 for community-led
projects focusing on the Candover Brook, Cheriton Stream, Bourne Rivulet, Pillhill
Brook, River Arle, Upper Anton, or Upper Test. The grant scheme closes perma-
nently this November, so now is the perfect time to act!

Your project must focus on at least one of the above streams and must have one of
the following aims. It could improve the condition of locally important chalk stream
habitats, or their associated built heritage. It could also enable people to explore, en-
joy and learn about the streams' natural and cultural heritage. The proposed activities
should be accessible to, or beneficial for, the public.

We'd love to hear from passionate groups of people who want to bring their project
idea to life. You might be part of a school, a parish council, a registered charity, or a
Community Interest Company. Voluntary and community groups are also welcome
to apply, if you're constituted and have your own bank account. If successful, you’ll
have one year to complete your activities.

The projects we’ve funded so far have been varied. Grant recipients have included
Hampshire Bat Group, New Alresford Town Trust, Andover Trees United, and
Whitchurch Conservation Group. They’ve installed bat boxes, created information
boards, published educational booklets, and run a range of engagement events. Since
2021, we’ve awarded almost £30,000 of funding.

The current funding round closes on 15M7 uly, and the final round closes on 4™ No-
vember. We recommend expressing interest as soon as possible, so that we can help
with your application. You can find more information, including details of eligibility
criteria, by visiting hiwwt.org.uk/winterbournes/communitygrants. Our work is
made possible by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.

Free Online Talks

‘An Introduction to Floodplain Meadows’

25™ April, 7pm

Floodplain meadows bring beauty and biodiversity to the landscape, but many have
been lost over time. How can we restore these habitats?

‘The Role of the River Keeper’

14" May, 7pm

Often responsible for habitat manage-
ment in fisheries, river keepers can play a
crucial role in protecting our precious
chalk streams.

Book your tickets at hiwwt.org.uk/
winterbournes.

Photo courtesy Ross Hoddinott
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The Yard Hampshire
Friday 12th April | Doors open at 7pm

Zoe Barnett is a dynamic and accomplished musician and a proud D'addario
Artist. Her distinctive contributions to the classical guitar world is her innovative
technique of performing standing up, a method that has been described as 'a
total engagement and communication of the performer’s mind, body, and soul”
Her performance promises a dynamic and immersive experience for her
audiences. Zoe will be playing a guitar crafted by the Wimbledon-based luthier
Mick BranwelL

To get your tickets please head to www.theyardhampshire.co.uk

THE YARD

Cafe Opening Times:
Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun, Yam-4pm

Street Food & Bar open on the last Friday of each month &-10pm
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From Steve Brine, MP for Winchester, Alresford & Itchen Valley
0207 219 7189 (House of Commons) Email: steve.brine.mp@parliament.uk

It may not have been the wettest March on record but water has been
everywhere again recently courtesy of Southern Water.

Whether it be the ongoing national concern about combined storm overflows
(where the system does exactly that in heavy downpours to prevent waste material
coming up your bath/toilet), water supply problems - or the cyber-attack which saw
customers personal data stolen by criminal gangs - it’s been another difficult period
for our water company.

Through my casework of course, I maintain extremely close contact with
Southern Water but periodically I sit down with their top team to look them in the
eye and put many of the issues constituents bring to me.

I met with CEO Lawrence Gosden to see how the ‘Storm overflow discharge
reduction plan’, brought about by the Environment Act is being made real in our
area. It requires water companies to make their largest infrastructure spend in water
company history to increase capacity and is backed by up to £56 billion capital
investment.

The Environment Agency and Ofwat have launched the largest ever criminal
and civil investigations into waste-water treatment works and they’ve dramatically
increased funding for EA inspections via the ‘Plan for Water’. See my explainer
stevebrine.com/factorfake-waterquality

On a connected issue, the past two Winters have seen constituents ham-
pered by disruptions to the water supply, stemming from issues at Otterbourne
and Easton Water Supply Works. I robustly criticised Southern Water at the
time so am now welcoming the investment which hopes to reduce chances of a
repeat. And to that, SW have announced the ‘Southampton Link Main’ which
seeks to connect Otterbourne Water Supply Works with Andover and
Testwood, ensuring water can be swiftly moved around the network in line
with demand as part of what’s called the ‘Hampshire Grid’.

I can shout and grandstand on these issue but my job is to secure
openness and honesty from providers such as Southern Water while leaving
them in no doubt we need to see significant progress in all areas. I’ve left them
with plenty of homework for the coming months and will be keeping extremely
close tabs on it all.

Finally, as I know many of you will have seen, I was at the centre of a very
high-profile story recently as the Health Select Committee I chair, published a long-
awaited report on assisted suicide/assisted dying. Our 14-month inquiry aimed to
produce a comprehensive report to inform MPs as/when/if we are asked to formally
consider any proposals to change the law. You can read all about it at steve-
brine.com/ASAD

You can find more on these subjects, and my wider work as our MP, at tb.com/
stevebrinemp and stevebrine.com
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As a County Councillor, every day is different,
and visiting Micheldever on World Book Day, I
saw a Dalmation, Barbie, Spiderman and sever-
al Harry Potters! I also went to say hello to
Rajeev at Micheldever Shop. Please pop in - he
has a good range of merchandise, including
milk and wine!

Like all village shops, the best and only way to
make sure they thrive is to spend money there.
These oranges were delicious!

Train journeys have been fraught this
month with a lot of cancelled trains, delays, and
broken journeys, so it was a pleasure to be at the first anniversary of the Platform 1 café
at Shawford Station. The renovation was carried out by the Community Rail Partnership,
using capital from several funders including Southwestern Railway and Winchester City
Council. It’s a great place to visit, even if you aren’t catching the train. Marco sells ice
cream too; it’s a lovely spot to start a walk back to Winchester, and again, good to sup-
port an independent local business.

School Crossing Patrols provide so much more than just a safe crossing point. The
SCP’s watch out for children and keep an eye on the area too. They know the school en-
vironment and the families who cross there regularly and can pick up the concerns if
there’s a stranger on the scene, or a child is unhappy. Hampshire County Council is pro-
posing more cuts to these patrols including at the Church Lane crossing point in Kings
Worthy. I hope that HCC sees sense so the ‘Lollipop Gang’ will still be at school en-
trances in future years.

Good news: Perin’s School will have a new unit for five SEND children in
September, growing to 15 pupils in the next three years. But [ am becoming increasingly
concerned at the pressure that is mounting on parents of children with Special Needs
whose needs can only be served using an Educational and Health Care Plan (EHCP). I
am asked to intervene in too many cases of children who are left to learn at home,
schooled online for a few hours a week, because Hampshire’s Education Authority
doesn’t have a suitable place for them in a Hampshire school. Despite being an outstand-
ing authority, too often, social work support just doesn’t work well enough with educa-
tion to get children into school, nor enough hours in the day for the social workers to
work with the children frequently. HCC must challenge the schools to provide the best
support they can for a good education. The price of this support is mammoth-and Hamp-
shire seems to be sinking under the cost and availability of staff, putting lives of children
at risk. If this affects your family, please contact me.

Flood alerts continued through February and into March: by the time you read this
it should be drier. The Flood Action Group in Sutton Scotney has worked hard on their
plans to protect the village I’m sure that residents are grateful for their reassurance and
others are inspired to re-establish Flood Action Groups for other communities affected in
this way.. Thankyou SSFAG!

Cllr. Jackie Porter:

01962 791054, Jackie.porter@hants.gov.uk website www.jackieporter.co.uk
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steve.brine.mp@parliament.uk

Candover Valley Store

Social media and the store

In a move to market the store to a wider audience and build its social media
presence, a local business, Worry Less Design has been tasked by the CVCS
committee to revamp the look of our pages and posts on Facebook and
Instagram, linking them to our recently updated website. The company,
based in Ellisfield, is run by Caroline and Christie who take over the role
from Anna Hoyle.

For almost five years Anna has done a magnificent job by regularly keeping all
aspects of store news in the social media spotlight. Thank you, Anna, for
over 400 posts on Instagram alone!

Welcome back Becky!

A familiar face has reappeared at the store! Weekend customers are likely
to be greeted by Becky Jackson who will be managing some Sunday shifts.
Having moved away to another part of Hampshire at the end of last summer,
Becky, who has long and strong links with Preston Candover, missed the
village and the buzz of the store so much that she wanted to come back.

She said, “l love where we’re living but there is no shop and no real social
hub and | realise how important that is to a community.”

It’s good to have you back with us Becky and taking your comments on
board, it makes us
appreciate our store all the more.

May bank holidays

On the two May bank holidays this year (Monday 6 and Monday 27 May) the
store will be open 08.30 — 12.30pm and the post office will be closed.
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On This Day in Wield

April

Manor of Wield

A court Baron, of the Right Hon, George Lord Rodney, Lord of the Manor, will be
holden at Wield, on Tuesday the ninth day of May next in the forenoon, of which the
Tenants and others having business, are desired to take Notice, and transmit instruc-
tions for any Acts of Court, to the Steward, in Winchester, in the meantime.

William Faithfull- Steward — Winchester 21 April 1809.

To be sold by Auction

Winchester April 25 1808

In one or more Lots on Saturday the 28™ day of May next at the Swan Inn Alresford,
punctually at Three O’clock, on Conditions then to be produced.

A most desirable Freehold Estate, part of Lower Wield Farm, situate in the parish of
Wield, and County of Hants, about five miles from Alton, six from Basingstoke, and
fourteen from Winton in the occupation of William Budd, whose term will expire at
Michaelmas next.

The Estate consists of a newly erected Farmhouse of brick and tile, having a parlour,
kitchen, back kitchen, bed chambers, and garrets, a milk house, and a very good un-
derground cellar in good repair, with convenient out-buildings, and a cottage and
garden. Together with about 112Acres ,1Rood 26 perch of land statute measure.

For particulars apply at Mr Faithfull’s Office, Winchester, where a plan may be seen.
Mr Windibank, the woodward at Wield, has also a plan and will shew the Estate.

BURRQW < e
Septic Tank Owners
register your interest

in a fully-funded upgrade

Spedker GoAch

Indwidual § Group Sesslons

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

P : Feel better about speaking ‘out loud’

; =% Improve confidence and well-being
We install wastewater treatment plants that

remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a
positive impact on the environment.

s :~ Prepare for presentations or pitches

Register on our website today. For speaking ease in life and work.

To explore more: www.rachel-ley.co.uk

e: rachel.ley@rlcuk.com
t: 07876 681939

[Rechel 29

burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508
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