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Village Halls and Function Rooms For Hire 
 

Swarraton & Northington Village Hall          www.northingtonvillagehall.com 
Built in 1887 as the village reading room and set in its own grounds just off  
the B3046. Facilities include an ample car park & a large field with a  
marquee friendly flat area (90ft x 40ft). An ideal venue for birthday parties,  
business functions, weddings and formal events with a fully equipped  
kitchen and Wi-Fi. 
     Email   contact@northingtonvillagehall.com  
 
Candover Valley Club    cvchires@gmail.com  
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses     
Licensed bar        
 
Wield Village Hall     wieldvillagehall@gmail.com 
Full Kitchen facilities; china, cutlery & glasses.   
Tables & chairs available for separate hire.       
Disabled parking, access and toilets   
 
Preston Candover Village Hall Book online   www.pcvh.org.uk,  
     Contact us on  info@pcvh.org.uk 
Fully equipped venue to hire with kitchen facilities, disabled access and toilet and park-
ing.     For block bookings e-mail  bookings@pcvh.org.uk   

Editorial Team 
Treasurer & Advert Co-ordinator  
     Ros Partridge 01420  563 816 
     Harrow Cottage,  Upper Wield  
     ALRESFORD 
     SO24  9RW 
     rospartridge1@gmail.com 
 

Technical Producer  Jean Frost 01420 561 136 
     5 Pound Close, Upper Wield 
     ALRESFORD 
     SO24 9SH 
     jeanterry@uwclub.net 
Distribution Manager  Philippa Pellereau 01962 733107     
   ppellereau@gmail.com 
 

Copy deadline 14th of each month unless previously agreed with the  
Technical Producer 

Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge any  
article. (E-mail copy much appreciated). 

Disclaimer 
The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or views expressed in the Oxdrove 
and will not be held liable for any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of  
information and advertisements in this publication. 
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THE OXDROVE 
Church and Community News  

Of 
The Candover Valley and Wield 

Rector: Interegnum 
 

Associate Minister Ian Thakerð07864 095 435 
Ian will be in Preston Candover every Tuesday from 9.00am, to take morning 

prayers and available for anyone who wants to chat.    
 

Benefice administrator ï Tricia Knight email address: 

beneficeFCW@hotmail.com Phone 07541 463750  

Rota for Services  
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The Parishes of Farleigh, The Candover Valley  
and Wield 

The Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield 
Services for March 2024 
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Sunday 7
th
 April 2

nd
 Sunday of Easter 

08.00  Ellisfield    Holy Communion BCP IDT 
09:30  Wield   Matins PR 
09.45  Cliddesden   Morning Prayer IDT 
10:00  Preston Candover Morning Prayer JG 
11:00  Northington  Holy Communion IDT and JG 
11.15  Dummer    Sunday Special  
Readings Acts 4:32-35, 1 John 1:1-2:2, John 20:19-end  
             
          Psalm 133 
 

ðððð-òòððððð  
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Sunday 14th April 3rd Sunday of Easter 
08:00  Dummer  Holy Communion IDT 
09:45   Ellisfield  Morning Prayer BC    
10:00  Preston Candover Family Service JG 
11:15  Cliddesden  Family Holy Communion IDT 
18:00  Wield   Evensong PR  
Readings  Acts 3:12-19  1 John 3:1-7, Luke 24:36-48    
          Psalm 4 
 

ðððð-òòððððð 
 

Sunday 21st April  4th Sunday of Easter 
9.00  Wield   Holy Communion BCP IDT 
9:45  Dummer  Morning Prayer  
10:00   Preston Candover Holy Communion IDT 
11.15   Cliddesden  Family Service IDT 
Readings Acts 4 5-12  1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8    
           Psalm 23 
 

ðððð-òòððððð 
 

Sunday 28th April 5th Sunday of Easter 
8:30 Bradley  Holy Communion CW. IDT   
9:45  Dummer  Holy Communion CW  IDT 
11:00   Brown Candover Family Morning Worship JG 
11:15  Ellisfield  Family Holy Communion  IDT 
Readings Acts 8:26-40 1 John 4:17-21, John 15:1-8     
         Psalm 22:25-31 
 

ðððð-òòððððð 
 

Sunday 5th May  6th Sunday of Easter 
08.00  Ellisfield   Holy Communion BCP IDT 
09:30  Wield   Matins PR 
09.45  Cliddesden   Morning Prayer IDT  
10:00  Preston Candover Morning Prayer JG 
11:00  Northington  Holy Communion IDT  
11.15  Dummer    Sunday Special  
Readings Acts 10:44-48   1 John 5:1-6 John 15 9-17    
          Psalm 98 
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Hallo, with our Rector David moving not so much as pastures new but more 
round the corner the Bishop has asked if I could help out during the interreg-
num.  I retired from being a prison chaplain last year having spent 22 years in 
HMP Huntercombe.  Before that I was a vicar in North London and did  
curacies in Cornwall and Wales  
Iôm married with two grown up children and one grandchild who gets spoilt 
terribly.  We have two monochrome cats who donôt particularly like each  
other.  My hobbies are sport photography ï mainly cricket and rugby and 
supporting Aldershot Town. 
During the interregnum I will be helping with the services but also have two 
days a week for pastoral support within the Benefice.  If you feel there is  
anything I can help with please feel free have a chat after church or call my 
mobile number or you can catch me in Cliddesden Church on Tuesday  
mornings between 09:30 and 10:30. 
Looking forward is seeing you around.   

Best wishes,  Ian 
Ian Thacker, Associate Minister 
Farleigh, The Candover and Wield  
07864 095 435 
 

I had a bit of an odd experience the other day.  I went out and actually felt 
warm.  It almost came as a shock when I realised that the sun was shining, 
there were hardly any clouds in the sky, and it wasnôt. raining.  While this 
was short lived it still gave hope that after a damp winter there was the  
promise of some decent weather ahead.   Flowers have started to grow and 
blossom, and things start to feel better.   
 For some, moving on into Spring can be tricky.  Like so many over the  
pandemic we lost loved ones.  My mother, and then both my wifeôs parents 
died in what seemed short order.  People who have been at the centre of our 
lives, with whom we celebrated so much were no longer there.  The first 
spring after they died was difficult.  We were almost comfortable surrounded 
by the dampness and cold of winter.  T o celebrate the arrival of spring al-
most felt like leaving them behind. 
 But the world does move on, and so did we.  We continue to celebrate 
the family events and in these they are never far from our thoughts.  But for 
some moving on can be hard and the feeling of being stuck in winter can be a 
strong one.  Help is found in talking about those whom we have lost with 
family and friends.  If that is hard you are welcome talk to your clergy or be-
reavement support group like Cruse.   
 Easter, for Christians, is always at the heart of moving on.  We stand in 
the horror of the cross and then rejoice in the promise of a new hope.   
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Volunteers and Sponsors  
Wanted 

Annual Wield Litter Pick on 
Friday 5th April 

10.15 at the Village Hall 
The team of volunteers pick up the litter and the sponsors raise 
funds to maintain our beautiful 12th century village church. Ã20 
for a bag or Ã50 for a big bag of  
unmentionables. 
 

Flyers will be delivered with more detail in March but please save 
the date and join the team on the day. 
 

Queries and suggestions to Nikki Cowley on 01420 562520 or  
07860 106 263.nicolacowley@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Cowslip Day at Blue Ridge Farm, Lower Wield 
Sunday 14 April, 2.00pm to 4.30pm 

 
After a wet, dismal and chilly winter, what 
better way to cheer yourself up than a walk 
among wild flowers. An afternoon at Blue 
Ridge Farm, Lower Wield walking among 
the cowslips is sure 
to revive the senses 
and make you feel 

that spring has, at last, sprung. 
 

Following your stroll  with a cream tea is 
just about all you need to set you up for 
the next week. 
 

All proceeds in aid of Wield WI. 
By kind permission of Mrs Barbara Wells 
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Church Date Sidesmen Readers 

St John�¶s  
Northington 

7 April Emma and Colin 
La Fontaine-
Jackson.   

Emma and Colin 
La Fontaine-
Jackson.   

 Easter Sunday Jane Bryant  

St Peter�¶s 
Brown 
 

28 April 
11.00am 

Sue Marriott Celia Foote 
Edwin Curtis  
Hayward 

St Marys 
Preston Candover 

7 April 
10.00am 

Anne Luneburg Gunnel Berry 

 14 April 
10.00am 

Marina Avis 
Jane Laws 

Marina Avis 
Celia Foote 

 21 April 
10.00am 

Marina Avis To be advised 

 5 May 
10.00am 

Anne Luneburg Gunnel Berry 

All Saints 
Bradley 

   

    

St James�¶ 
Wield 

7 April 
9.00am 

Alwin Hutchinson 
Allan Futty 

Paul Markilie 
Amanda Bromfield 

 14 April 
6.00pm 

Robert Grande Anni-Lou Gibbs 
Nicola Robinson 

 21 April 
9.00am 

John Lailey Catherine Simons 
Alwin Hutchinson 

 5 May 
9.30am 

Brian Collins Eileen Collins 
Joanna Nelson 
(TBC) 

Church sidesmen and readers  


