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~ELLISFIELD~ 
Parish Council 
Chairman   Mr Richard Haas, 07788 108808  

    cllr.haas@ellisfield.gov.uk. 
Councillors   Mrs Lucinda Rule, Shaun Alexander    
    Mr. Andy Swanston, Mr. Gordon Dunse,  
    Mary Guinness 
Clerk    Hannah Ford  clerk@ellisfield.gov.uk 
    07502 992 314  
 
Ellisfield Ladies Club  Maggie Heath - 01256 381 419  
Ellisfield Village Association Mrs Dee Haas 07831 325 461 
Ellisfield Volunteer Group Mr Andy Webb on 07770 785 237.  

Horticultural Society  Claire Cook,  07748 532 798  
     Pat Gould  01256 381 280 
Memorial Hall 
Chairman    Mr Gordon Dunse (07843 344 612) 
Hall Bookings  Gordon Dunse (07843 344 612)   
  Please check the website calendar & book online if possible  
     www.ellisfield-hall.org.  
Secretary   Mrs Joanne Thomas  01256 381 300 
Neighbourhood Watch  Mrs Jane Popkin, 01256 381 138 
Oil Syndicate 
(for all villages)   Mr Ashley Turberfield, 01256 381 477 
 

~DUMMER~ 
Parish Council 
Chairman   Mrs Sheila Harden   
Councillors   Ms Liz Nelson,   Dr. Manuela Gazzard,  
    Mr Sascha Mullen, Julian Jones 
Clerk    Wendy Reynolds, 07436 786 896     
    Clerk@dummerparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Dummer Cricket Club 
Chairman   Mervyn Mann  01256 397 572 
Secretary   Jack Ballard  07786  515  964  
Neighbour Care Contact Lyn Hardy 01256 397507 
Neighbourhood Watch John Delaney  01256 397 494 
The Clifton Room  Janet & Stafford Napier 
Royal British Legion 
Secretary   Major Paul Simpson  
 

Village Hall 
Chairman   Clare Burden  
Secretary   Bridget Swinnerton 

Bookings   Lyn Hardy 01256 397507  
    villagehalldummer@gmail.com  
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The Parish of Farleigh 
http://www.farleighcandoverandwield.org.uk

 

Temporary incumbent Ian Thaker—07864 095 435 
Ian will be in Preston Candover every Tuesday from 9.00am, to take morning 

prayers and available for anyone who wants to chat.    
 

Benefice administrator – Tricia Knight  
email address: beneficeFCW@hotmail.com  

Hill and Dale Editorial Team 
 

Editor    Jean Frost 01420 561 136 
     5 Pound Close, Upper Wield 
     ALRESFORD, SO24 9SH 
     hillanddaleeditor@gmail.com 
 

Advert Co-ordinator  Ros Partridge 01420 563 816 
     Harrow Cottage,  Upper Wield  
     ALRESFORD, SO24  9RW 
     treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com.   
Distribution Manager  Ben Maunder 01256 327 859 
     6 Church Lane, Cliddesden 
     BASINGSTOKE, RG25 2LQ 
 

Copy deadline 12th of each month unless  
previously agreed with the Editor. 

 
 

It would help the compiler of this magazine if the following guidelines 
are applied to all text sent for inclusion. Please use: 
 

Font - Times New Roman - font size 11. 
Line spacing before the paragraph - 0 
Line spacing after the paragraph - 0 
Spacing between the lines - 1sp 

 
 

Owing to pressure of copy space we regret it may be necessary to abridge 
any article.  

 

Disclaimer 
The Editorial team takes no responsibility for any information given or 
views expressed in Hill and Dale and will not be held liable for any direct, 
indirect or consequential loss arising from the use of information and  
advertisements in this publication. 
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These guides are only as accurate as you make them. Please keep them updated, 
if only for the sake of newcomers. 

~CLIDDESDEN~ 
Parish Council 
Chairman   Mr Alan B. Tyler   01256 460 425  
    alanbtyler19@btinternet.com 
Councillors   David Rudge   07813 070 261 
    hugh.rudge@gmail.com 
    Bob Randall—rarandall9@aol.com 
    sibarksy@hotmail,com 
    Alison Mosson   01256 352 900 
    Alison@abe.co.uk 
    Mark Gifford -   07504 104 621 
    m.gifford1@outlook.com  
Clerk    Susan Turner   07515 777 060   
    clerk.cliddesden@parish.hants.gov.uk 
Conservation Group 
Chairman:    Alison Mosson    07721 046 146  
Secretary    Angie Fewster    01256 475 848 
    Www.3cg.info www.cliddesdenconservation.org 
Educational Trust   Vicky Tibble     07552 927 692 (text only) 
    Vicky.tibble@outlook.com 
Horticultural Society Marilyn Smith   01256 462 584 
Millenium Village  Hall 
Secretary   Mrs Joanne Capehorn   07528 856 157  
Hall lettings   Mrs Pat Rampton  01256 461 034 
    bookings@cliddesdenhall.org.uk 
Caretaker   Ken  Rampton  01256 461 034 
    1st alarm goes off 
Neighbourhood watch 
    Simon Barker  07732 100 900 
    sibarksy@hotmail,com 
Newsletter   bootofthedailybeast@gmail.com 
Social & Entertainment Club   Ted Dowson 01256 817 238  
     Edward.dowson@btinternet.com 
Women’s Institute 

Secretary    Julia Ross  jrsidhat@gmail.com  
President   Janet Fagg    jkfagg@gmail.com  
Cliddesden Primary School 
Headteacher Mr. Kenneth Davies 
01256 321571 
Email: adminoffice@cliddesden.hants.sch.uk 
 

~FARLEIGH WALLOP~ 
Educational Trust 
Secretary    Mrs Vicky Tibble, 14 Broadmere, Farleigh Wallop 

http://www.farleighcandoverandwield.org.uk
mailto:beneficeFCW@hotmail.com
mailto:treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com
mailto:hugh.rudge@gmail.com
mailto:rarandall9@aol.com
mailto:m.gifford1@outlook.com
mailto:jrsidhat@gmail.com
mailto:jkfagg@gmail.com
mailto:adminoffice@cliddesden.hants.sch.uk
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General Useful Reference List 
Hampshire County Councillor  
Juliet Henderson    juliet.henderson@hants.gov.uk 
 

Borough Councillors 
 

Dummer, Ellisfield, Preston Candover & Farleigh  
Paul Gaskell     cllr.Paul.Gaskell@basingstoke.gov.uk 
Diane Taylor    cllr.diane.taylor@basingstoke.gov.uk 
Hannah Golding      cllr.hannah.golding@basingstoke.gov.uk;   
 

Cliddesden    
Onalee Cubitt   cllr.onnalee.cubitt@basingstoke.gov.uk              
Kate Tuck      cllr.Kate.Tuck@basingstoke.gov.uk                      
Sven Godesden    cllr.sven.godesen@basingstoke.gov.uk    
 
Brownies   Sian Banks, 01256 333 151 
    cliddesdenbrownies@btinternet.com; 
Policeman        
Hampshire Constabulary non-emergency enquiries 101 
PCSO 13301   Andy Jones     07775 542021 
Email                 andrew.jones@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 
Website             www.hampshire.police.uk  
Horticultural Society 

Chairman   Steve Bowcutt stephen.bowcutt@outlook.com  
Secretary   Marilyn Smith  01256 462 584, 
Lost dogs 
Local Dog Warden  Contact via the Borough Council  
     01256 844 844. 24 hours 
Out of hours contact    
Dog Lost    0844 800 3220, www.doglost.co.uk 
Local contact  Sabrina Gurling 01256 389 458, 07732 497 221 or  
    Sabrina.gurling@btinternet.com 
Missing Pet Bureau  08701 999 000 
Neighbourhood  Watch  Website    www.hantsnwa.org. 
 

Medical Loan Centre (Red Cross)    For the temporary loan of wheelchairs and 
other medical equipment.  Adjacent Gillies Health Centre, Sullivan Road, 
Brighton Hill, Basingstoke  Open Mon-Weds, 10-12.  0344 871 1111  
 

Shopmobility  Church St. Basingstoke 01256 476 066 
    www.shopmobilitybasingstoke.org 
Re-cycling of Electrical Goods 
    Furnishing the Community 6, Joule Road,  
    Basingstoke.    01256 320700,     
    www.cfpbasingstoke.org 
 

Candover Valley Store & Post Office 01256 389500  
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07944 912 025     allsaintsdummer@gmail.com 
   peter.c.w.raine@btinternet.com 

 

Viscount Lymington   
 

 

 

Mrs Hannah Houstin-Lacey    
   bookkeepertreasurerPCC@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Beverley Guinness 

   Viscount Lymington 
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Rota for Services  
The Benefice of Farleigh, The Candover and Wield  

BCP = Book of Common Prayer   CW = Common Worship  LL = Lay led 
 

The Benefice of Farleigh, Candover and Wield 
BCP = Book of Common Prayer CW = Common Worship  

 
Key to initials:  
IDT = Ian Thaker: PR = Peter Raine:  JG = Julian Gibbons  LH = Lyn Hardy:  
AL = Anne Luneburg:  BC = Bernard Cazenove: CPT = Charlie Palmer  
Tomkinson:  
 

Sunday 7th July  6th Sunday after Trinity 
09:30  Wield   Matins IDT 
11:00  Dummer  Summer celebration in music 
10:00  Preston Candover Morning Prayer JG 
11:00  Northington  Holy Communion IDT 
Readings 2 Samuel 5:1-5 and 9-10   2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Mark 6:1-13 
          Psalm 48 
  

Sunday 14th July 7th Sunday after Trinity 
10:00  Preston Candover Holy Communion IDT  
11:00   Cliddesden  Parish service IDT 
18:00  Wield   Evensong PR 
Readings 2 Samuel 6:1-5 and 12b-19  Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-19 
         Psalm 1 
  
Sunday 21st July 8th Sunday after Trinity  
09:00  Wield   Holy Communion IDT 
10:00   Preston Candover Family service   JG 
11.00  Farleigh  Parish Communion IDT and PR 
16:00  Preston Candover Outdoor service followed by tea and cake   
see below 
Readings 2 Samuel 7:1-14a Ephesians 2:11-22 Mark 6 30-34 and 53-56 
         Psalm 89:20-37 
  
Sunday 28th July 9th Sunday after Trinity 
8:30  Bradley  Holy Communion CW. IDT 
11:00   Brown Candover Morning Worship JG 
11:00  Ellisfield  Parish service IDT 
Readings 2 Samuel 11:1-15 Ephesians 3:14-21 John 6:1-21   
         Psalm 145:10-19 
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  Sunday 4th August  10th Sunday after Trinity  
08.00  Ellisfield   Holy Communion BCP IDT 
09.45  Cliddesden   Morning Prayer PR 
11:00  Northington  Holy Communion IDT  
11.15  Dummer   Sunday Special  
Readings 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a    Ephesians 4:1-16  John6 24-35  
         Psalm 51:1-13 

Basingstoke Choral Society Concert 
All Saints' Church, Odiham 

Saturday 6th July 7pm 
  

Basingstoke Choral Society will return to Odiham on Saturday 
6th July for their summer concert, with choruses from the  
popular 'Armed Man A Mass for Peace' by Karl Jenkins, written 
to commemorate all victims of war.  
  

The programme will be combined with pieces by such modern 
composers as Eric Whitacre, Ola Gjeilo, Morton Lauridson, and 
others. The programme brings something for everyone. Come 
and enjoy an evening of lovely music with us. Details of how to 
purchase tickets can be found by visiting.  
www.basingstoke-choral.org.uk. 

New 'Steady and Strong' Classes  

New 'Steady and Strong' Classes starting in Steventon Village 
Hall. Designed especially for older adults to help increase  
balance and strength, these classes are a fun way to keep  
balanced and stay strong. 
 
5 week course starting 19 July 2024, Fridays 11.30am, Steventon 
Village Hall. Cost £35. 
 
For more information please contact Amanda Robb on 07748 
537415 or email amandrobbyoga@gmail.com 
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Message from Ian 

A couple of weeks ago I had a free day and as the weather was nice, I took 
myself off to Brownsea Island to take some photos of the red squirrels.   
 

Brownsea Island, for those who don’t know, is a beautiful island off Poole.  I 
loaded up my camera with a really long lens, set off early, got the ferry and 
walked to where I knew the red squirrels had a drey.  I was excited when I 
arrived, because there was an adult scampering around. I put some nuts 
around the tree withdrew a short distance and waited.  And waited and waited 
and waited.  I waited for three hours and not a sign of them.  In many  
respects it wasn’t a wasted time.  It was a sunny day, and I was hanging out 
in the pine woods with a long lens and not being arrested.  But it wasn’t what 
I wanted.  I wanted the small red critter standing on a branch with tufted ears 
and a bushy tail.   
 

As I waited the recurring question in my mind was why am I doing this?  
What makes me want to do things that others think is just are a bit mad.  It’s 
not as if I’m being paid to do it or anyone will want to hang one of my  
pictures on a wall.  The obvious answer is like most people with compulsive 
hobbies I do it because I want to.   But the deeper answer is because I want to 
take pictures that are affirmed in a photographic competition or online review 
groups, I want to hear people I respect tell me that it’s a great picture. 
 

As long as this doesn’t get excessive, in photography there is always a new 
bit of expensive kit you can convince yourself you need; achieving  
something even at a low level is something worth having.  To bake the cake, 
to score the goal, to grow spectacular flowers and have someone say that is 
great is life affirming.  It makes us feel good.   So, to all those with  
compulsive hobbies, keep going and look to achieve the thing which is just a 
bit better.    
 

The happy end to my story is that, just as I was thinking of packing up and 
calling it a day, this little fellow showed up and posed for 20 minutes.  I went 
home feeling pleased with myself having one competition entry for this year 
in the bag. 
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Can you use this space to  

advertise your service or  

business? 

If so, contact 

Ros on 

treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com.   

 

 

mailto:treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com
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Church Date Sidesmen Readers 

All Saint’s 

Dummer 

7 July 
11.00am 

Melanie Gill  

St Andrew's 
Farleigh  
Wallop 
 

21 July 
11.00am 
 

  

St Martin’s 
Ellisfield 

21 July 
11.00am 

Oliver Lymington or 
Bernard Cazenove  

Caroline Allen  
Tim Guinness  

St Martin’s 
Ellisfield 

28 July 
11.00am 

Bernard Cazenove  Dee Haas   
Gordon Dunse  

Church Date Sidesmen Readers 

All Saint’s 

Dummer 

4 Aug 
11.15am 

Jeremy Glyn  

All Saint’s 

Dummer 

11 Aug 
8.00am 
 

Michael Hill King  

All Saint’s 

Dummer 

25 Aug 
9.45am 
 

John Holden Brian Gazzard 
Sue Swinburn 

St Martin’s 
Ellisfield 

4 Aug 
8.00am 

Lucinda Rule   

St Martin’s 
Ellisfield 

25 Aug 
11.15am 

Debbie Scholey  To be advised 
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Church flowers, cleaning etc. 

Church Administrator Name 

St Martin’s, Ellisfield     

 
Cleaning & Flowers 

 

July 
 

August 

Vicky Reed &  
Caroline Allen 
Debbie Scholey & 
Hannah Foster 

All Saint’s Dummer   

 
Church security 

July 
06/07 
13/14 
20/21 
27/28 

August 
03/04 
10//11 
17/18 
24/25 

 
Willats 
Potters 
Makins 
Napiers 

 
Willats 
Potters 
Makins 
Napiers 

 

Cleaning 

July 
 

August 

Alison Gower & 
Christine Northam  
 

Alice Miller & others 

 

Flowers  

July 

 

August 

Karen O’Connor & 
Cathy Robertson  

Patty Palmer  
Tomkinson  

 

Coffee 

July 7th Fellowship Month  - 
all for refreshments  

Grass cutting July 
 

August 

Gazzard & Trueman 
 
Napier & Wilson 
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• Septic tank and cess-
pools emptied promptly 

• Repairs, maintenance 
and Installations 

• Professional survey 
reports 

• Drain clearance and 
jetting 

 work 
 

 

 

9  

 



 

10  

 

47  



 

46  

 

11  



 

12  

Candover Valley Pre-School 
01256-389008 cvpadmin@btconnect.com https://

www.candovervalleypreschool.co.uk/ 
OUTSTANDING Ofsted Inspection January 2020! 

Child-centred approach with exceptional care and learning 
Weekly woodland sessions & Dramatots 

Opening times: Mon – Thurs 8.30am – 3.15pm Fri 8.30 – 11.45pm 
 

As the new academic year approaches, our focus has shifted to preparing our 
preschool children for their first steps into formal education.  School readiness is 
a multifaceted concept that encompasses not just academic skills, but more im-
portantly emotional, social and physical preparedness.  Ensuring our young chil-
dren are well-equipped for this transition is crucial to their ongoing success.  This 
term, the children have been bringing in a PE kit to practice dressing skills, be-
fore partaking in a physical education focussed lesson.  This seemingly simple 
activity has numerous developmental benefits; enhancing fine motor skills, pro-
moting independence and self-care, improving cognitive skills, developing  
spatial  

 

awareness and building routine and structure to name a few.  
 

Experimentation with different creative media has also been a focus in preschool 
this month.  One enriching way to achieve this has been by introducing preschool 
children to the wonders of nature through the medium of art.  This practice  
fosters creativity but also deepens children’s understanding and appreciation of 
the environment.  Creative activities offer opportunities for shared experiences 
with teachers who offer guided discussion to spark curiosity and encourage  
questions, leading to deeper learning.  Creative art benefits our children by  
offering fine motor opportunities, developing hand eye coordination, developing 
ability to focus, enhancing concentration, developing creative expression and 
deepening interest in the natural world.  This week the preschool children have 
been creating still life paintings using natural resources as inspiration and  
creating collages using seasonal flowers, petals and herbs.   
 

Candover Valley Preschool is a vibrant and nurturing learning environment.  
Please contact us if you would like to enquire about a place for your child. 
 

Places are currently available for Autumn 2025. 
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You can use this 

space to advertise 

your business. 

Just contact Ros on 

treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com.   

For more details 
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Cliddesden WI 
June 2024 

 
At our meeting this month, we all enjoyed listening to Wendy, 
a speaker from The Dogs Trust, although sadly no dogs came 
along.   We discovered that the Trust was founded in 1891 as 

the National Canine Defence League, with 22 rehoming centres across the UK they 
rehome 14,000 dogs every year.  Sadly, they are seeing a significant increase in dogs 
brought by their owners to the Trust due to the cost-of-living crisis. With the average 
time taken to rehome a dog at 46 days.  The Charity also has programs to support 
people who are homeless and those fleeing domestic abuse; ensuring that they do not 
have to give up their dog whilst searching for a secure home.  
 
Next month we are meeting at The Avenue Garden Centre in Lasham to enjoy an 
Afternoon Tea. In August we have a movie morning.  
 
We would welcome new members.  Cliddesden WI is over 100 years old, and we 
want to ensure the group is still here for the next generation of women.  If you are 
interested in joining, please contact Julia Ross 
at cliddesdensec@hamsphirewi.org.uk. 

The Belles 

As the summer break approaches, the choir will be looking 
forward to a rest as they have been busily rehearsing for their 
concert titled 'The Best of the Belles' since the early 
spring. The dates are Friday 25th and Saturday 26th of  
October (times to be confirmed) at The Ellisfield  

Memorial Hall in aid of two charities  - Home start and St Michael's Hos-
pice. Do please come along and support these charities and your local choir. 
The ladies, and we have a few Gentlemen this time too,  have all worked 
incredibly hard learning the music, in which I know, there will be something 
for everyone to enjoy. 
 

More news after the summer break on where to purchase your tickets etc. 
 

Have a great Summer and we look forward to seeing you at our first ever 
concert in the Autumn. 
 

Theresa - Choir Leader. 

mailto:treasurerhillanddale@gmail.com
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MARY THOMAS (1942 – 2024):  
A LIFE OF ART, LOVE AND LAUGHTER 

(We are enormously grateful to Alistair and Dominic Thomas for the historical  
content in this tribute.) 

That St Leonard’s Church was packed to 
capacity on 1st May for the funeral of our 
very dear friend and neighbour, Mary 
Thomas, who has died at the age of 82 after 
a short illness, was a testament to just how 
greatly she is respected, loved and sadly 
missed by her loving family and by all her 
friends in Cliddesden and the wider  
community, whose lives she touched with 
her warmth and generosity of spirit.  
The mention of “Mary Thomas” to those 
who live here needs no explanation -  
everybody knew the nice lady who lived in 
Pensdell Cottage, which, to borrow a phrase 
from her beloved Cornwall, is the “first and 

last house in Cliddesden”, depending on whether you are entering or leaving the  
village. 
 

Born in Cornwall in 1942, Mary was a lifelong, staunch Cornishwoman, 
spending the happiest days of her childhood in the scenic village of St Agnes, 
on Cornwall’s north coast, with her family including older sister Jennifer 
(Jenny). The safe environment of the village gave Mary a life-long 
sense of community, independence and curiosity. 
 

Mary married Godfrey Thomas, a Cornishman, in 1966. They lived in various  
places, Newcastle, Holland, and Woolhampton and eventually arrived in Cliddesden 
where they became the stalwarts of Cliddesden village life that we all know so well, 
highly regarded by all and making many friends. Their sons, Alistair and Dominic, 
grew up here attending the local schools.  
Trained as an art teacher, Mary spent the first half of her career teaching children but 
moved onto adult education in 1983. Always keen to learn new things, she took a 
degree course at Winchester School of Art in 1992, developing her love of art by 
exploring more abstract work and gaining a deeper understanding and appreciation 
of the subject, but equally importantly making new friends. After graduation in 1996 
the course friends would continue to meet regularly and put on exhibitions as the 
“Remarks” art group. 
 

In 1996 the council cut back on adult education, 
so the entrepreneurial Mary started art tuition 
herself, first in nearby villages and latterly in 
Cliddesden Millennium Village Hall (having 
portrayed the Old Village Hall – see picture), 
where she established her long-running Art 
Class, the many students from which displayed 
their artworks annually at Mary’s Art Exhibition.  
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Store and post office trading hours 
 

Monday to Friday  Store open:  8.00am – 6.00pm 

Post office:   8.30am – 5.00pm 
 

Saturday   Store open:  8.30am – 5.00pm 

Post office:   9.00am – 12.30pm 
 

Sundays &   Store open:  8.30am – 12.30pm 

Bank Holidays  Post office:   Closed 
 

We look forward to welcoming you! 
 

Alresford Road, Preston Candover, RG25 2EE 

Tel: 01256 389500 www.cvcs.org.uk  
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Art remained a career and passion that would stay with her the rest of her days,  
attending residential art courses at West Dean with her sister, Jenny, and teaching 
right up until the day she was taken ill. 

 

The run-down garden at Pensdell Cottage 
was the perfect project for Mary to exercise 
her love of gardening and, after over 40 
years of work, it’s now a sight to behold. 
Indeed, flowers from the garden were used 
by Pat Doel in the funeral arrangements (see 
picture). 
 
Sadly, in 2009, Mary’s beloved Godfrey 
died, far too young, but despite the massive 
loss of her best friend and life partner, her 
independence and resilience shone through. 

With the support of friends and family, Mary continued to thrive in the village alone. 
She involved herself in many activities such as Church walks, the Cleresden Land 
project, the village Coffee Mornings (where she set up the second-hand book stall), 
becoming a trustee of Cliddesden Community Conservation Group (aka “3CG”,  
established by her good friend Alison Mosson) and joining the fledgling village choir 
and handbells team that we formed. Reading, gardening, family history, jigsaws, 
frequent travelling with her sons and her friend/bridesmaid, Jill Mitchell (they also 
became regular barmaids at village plays), enjoying the company of the Tuesday 
lunch group and, of course, teaching her many art classes completed an astonishingly 
active lifestyle.  
 

Her loss to the community is immense and, while time will heal, many villagers, 
friends and, of course, family are at a loss to know how to move forward without her 
ubiquitous input to the life of Cliddesden. The art class is thriving, as Mary would 
have wanted, changing its tuition to a mutual student gathering in her memory. 
 

One of the art class members, Jane Brooker, posted this message on the art class  
Facebook page shortly after Mary passed away, and this is part of it: 
“I am thinking of Mary’s classes and how she broadened my horizons so many 
times. She loved all artists and movements. She gently taught us in her classes to 
explore and pushed us out of our comfort zones to something new. I think I will  
always hear her voice when painting and drawing”  
But the happy memories remain, despite there being a Mary-shaped hole in this  
community that nobody will ever be able to fill. 
 

God Bless you, Mary Thomas – your legacy of laughter and fun lives on! 
Alistair, Dominic, Jenny and the wider family would like to express their thanks to 
Mary’s friends for the wonderful attendance at her funeral (conducted very ably by 
Rev Ian Thacker), the considerable number of messages of support received and the 
collective donations totalling over £1,000, which have been divided equally between 
St Leonard’s Church and Cliddesden Millennium Village Hall, which was Mary’s 
declared wish. 
Ross & Gill 
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Kite Party !  

 
 

St.Leonard’s celebrated  
Pentecost and the Church’s 
Birthday with a Kite Party. 
Everyone had lots of fun mak-
ing kites and paper aeroplanes, 
and seeing how high they 
could fly! 
The children learnt about the 
Holy Spirit touching us and 
the wind pulling and guiding 
the kite being similar to the 
way God can guide us. 
We also made Prayer-o-planes, 
thinking about Jesus ascending into heaven, just like the paper planes flying 
up in the air, and him sending the Holy Spirit down, just as the planes fall 
down. 

 
And of course, no 
birthday party 
would be  
complete without 
a birthday cake! 
Huge thanks to 
Sylvia, Verity 
and Elinor for 
helping to make 
the event such a 
success. 
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Steve the Builder  
Always available for:-  
General Building Work  

Extensions  
Refurbishments  

*   
Estimate free  of charge  

*   
  No job too large or small  

*   
Contact Steve at:-  

BRABBIN BUILDING  SERVICES  
on 

01256 381862 or  0777 551 7291  
or email him  at:-  

stevethebuilder@sylvenlea.co.uk 
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Celebrating 5 years!  



 

38  

An efficient and friendly post office and retail assistant (part-time) is being sought to 

join the team which runs the Candover Valley Community store and post office.   
 

The working hours (up to 12 hrs per week) can be negotiated  

depending on the applicants’ availability but will include some  

weekend and bank holiday working.    
 

The desirable skills we are looking for include: 
 

•Retail experience (not essential) 

•Commercial skills and financial awareness 

•Friendly and approachable personality 

•Good computer literacy 
 

If you are over 18 yrs of age, interested in the Candover Valley  

Community Store with excellent customer service skills and a  

reputation for being reliable, hardworking and good at working in a team then we 

want to hear from you.   
 

Download the job description from the website www.cvcs.org.uk or call Jane 

Laws on 01256 389491 for further details.    

 
WE ARE RECRUITING! Come and join the team 
Post office and retail assistant (part-time) –  

Candover Valley Store 

The photos on page 39 show the party on 10 June to mark five years 

since the store opened.   
 

Thank you to all who came along to join us.  Garry cut a wonderful 

birthday cake made and decorated by store committee chair, Jane 

Laws.   
 

Guests enjoyed their slices and with cups of tea, a speech or two and 

much chatter under the marquee set up on the field.  Here’s to the 

next five years and your continued support, for which we are always 

most grateful. 
 

Birthday photo competition 

In the early part of July, CVCS committee members will judge all the 

entries submitted by the end of June closing date, casting their votes 

anonymously.   
 

The winners will be contacted and copies of the top three images will 

be mounted and displayed in the store around the first weekend in 

July.  
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Cliddesden Social and Entertainment Club 
AKA ‘The Film Club’ 

Thursday 4 July 
The Lost King 
(2022, 108 minutes, cert 12A) 
The Lost King is a 2022 biographical film directed 
by Stephen Frears.  
It’s the true story of the search for the grave of Richard III 
under a car park in Leicester, initiated by Philippa Langley 
(played by Sally Hawkins) to find King Richard 
III's remains, Also starring, Steve Coogan and Harry Lloyd. 

The film is a appropriate replacement for “The Dig” which we were unable 
to show. 

 
Thursday 1 August 
Paddington 
(2014, 95 minutes, cert PG) 
Paddington is a 2014 live-action animated comedy 
film written and directed by Paul King.  
The film is based on the stories of the  
character Paddington Bear created by Michael Bond.  

Produced by David Heyman, Paddington stars Ben Whishaw as the voice of 
the title character, with Hugh Bonneville, Sally Hawkins, Julie Walters, Jim 
Broadbent, Peter Capaldi, and Nicole Kidman in live-action roles.  
 

Thursday 5 September 
Alleluia!  
(2022, 99 minutes, cert 12) 
The story of a geriatric ward in a small Yorkshire hospital 
threatened with closure. 
Allelujah, the latest film by Richard Eyre, features a who’s 
who of British acting talent. 
Starring Jennifer Saunders, Judi Dench and Bally Gill, the 
comedy-drama, based on the 2018 play of the same name 
by Alan Bennett, is set in the geriatric ward at  
The Bethlehem, a small hospital in Wakefield, Yorkshire. 

Films start at 8pm, bar opens at 7:30pm, intermission halfway through when 
drinks and ice creams can be  
purchased. 
Admission £2 to cover the cost of the DVD, surplus is donated to the village 
hall. Please come along no matter where you live, bring as many friends and 
neighbours as you like. 
Hope to see you there, Ted Dowson. 
edward.dowson@btinternet.com 
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Children’s Singing 

Group 

 
Join in the fun! 

Learn new songs and meet new friends.  
Every Friday during term time. 

End of term Friday 19th July 
 3.45pm snack, 4-4.30pm singing 

St Leonard’s Church, CliddesdeN 
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We know that the retention of HWRCs and School Crossing Patrols, mainte-
nance of vital community transport routes and the continued provision of home-
lessness grants to the end of their planned contract term are important to both the 
public and our partners.  
 

While we will of course consider all the detailed proposals included in the SP25 
package, we will also consider what other options may be available so that, 
should we be minded, we can choose different solutions and timescales at the 
point of our decision making in the autumn. 
 

If agreed, the proposed changes to services would not commence until April 
2025, so there is time for full democratic scrutiny to be undertaken this autumn. 
The County Council’s excellent officer team have been diligent in preparing de-
tailed proposals for the Select Committees to scrutinize and for Cabinet to then 
consider in due course.  
 

These will only be proposals, while they will be recommended by our officers as 
part of the package of measures to meet the budget gap faced by the County 
Council we must, and will, fully take into account their profound impact and the 
huge public response to the consultation on the proposals that ended on 31st 
March. 
 

COUNTY COUNCIL’S SURFACE DRESSING PROGRAMME MAKING 
HAMPSHIRE ROADS MORE RESILIENT 
Hampshire roads will be given a new lease of life this summer as Hampshire 
County Council’s annual programme of road surface strengthening gets under-
way at 400 locations. 
 

County Council’s surface dressing programme making Hampshire roads more 
resilient | Hampshire County Council (hants.gov.uk) 
 

Reporting Highway Problems  
Links to report road issues are here:  
  

Potholes: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/
potholes  
 Tree/hedge problems:  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/treehedge  
 Flooding/drainage issues:  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/flooding  
 Pavement problems:  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems/paving  
 Problems with rights of way:  
 https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/
reportaproblem  
  

When reporting an issue, you’ll be sent an email confirming a reference 
number for the report.  If you would like me to follow this up for you then 
do please forward that message to me and I will chase for you  
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Juliet Henderson  

Hampshire County Councillor  
 

Hampshire County Councillor report 
 

Candovers Oakley and Overton Division  
June 2024 Report  

New Leader of Hampshire County Council 
Today was Hampshire County Council's Annual General 
Meeting, where Cllr Nick Adams -King was voted by col-

leagues to be the new Leader of the Council.  
 

Cllr Adams King said “I am deeply honoured that they have given me their trust. 
I will work tirelessly to repay that trust, and will not let them, or you the people 
whom we serve, down. 
 

If you would like to view the incoming Leader's speech here is the Link: 
Hampshire County Council Conservatives select new leader | Hampshire  
Chronicle  
 

New County Council Cabinet Portfolios 
Councillor Nick Adams-King 
Leader and Executive Member for Hampshire 2050 and Corporate Services 
 

Councillor Jan Warwick 
Deputy Leader and Executive Member for Younger Adults and Health and Well-
being 
 

Councillor Lulu Bowerman 
Executive Member for Highways and Waste 
 

Councillor Roz Chadd 
Executive Lead Member for Children’s Services 
 

Councillor Liz Fairhurst 
Executive Lead Member for Adult Social Care and Public Health 
 

Councillor Steve Forster 
Executive Member for Education 
 

Councillor Zoe Huggins 
Executive Member for Hampshire 2050 (Climate Change, Culture and Partner-
ships) and HR, Communications and Performance 
 

Councillor Kirsty North 
Executive Lead Member for Universal Services 
 

Future Services Consultation – delay to decision making. 
As a result of the General Election and conventions around making significant 
decisions during an election period, the democratic scrutiny and Cabinet deci-
sions on the County Council’s SP25 savings proposals have been postponed until 
later in the year. 
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Cliddesden Primary School 

Walk to school week allows children to stop, 
listen, look and think about the green cross 
code before crossing the road. Children were 
encouraged to think about potential hazards 
such as driveways, junctions, parked cars and 
bends.  They were encouraged to work out 
the safest route to walk even if this meant the 
journey took a little longer.  Walking also 
gave the chance to learn about the local  
environment, chat about their day and the 
benefits of a healthier start to the day.   
 

Certificates were available to all children 
who managed to walk at least once during 
Walk to school week. 
 

 
 

Willow class had an amazing visit to Wellington Country Park. We started off 
with a Bug workshop, where the children showed off the scientific vocabulary 
they had learnt in school, greatly impressing the activity leader. We had a quick 
bounce on the enormous pillow, which turned out to be the highlight of the trip 
for lots of children. We managed to get the train to ourselves and enthusiastically 
squealed as we went through the tunnels. We moved onto the farm and saw some 
fascinating animals including some enormous rabbits and watched a chicken lay 
an egg! 
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Taking the dog for a walk   12.6.24 
 

C’mon Dog, let’s get some fresh air, its not raining and the temperature is quite com-
fortable for a walk. It’s nearly the longest day, we had better enjoy it while we can.   
 

The paths and verges are full of vegetation now the cow parsley has finished flower-
ing, the umbels of seed have come after the lacy flowers The roadside grass has 
raced on, seed heads are there now.  
 

There seem to be plenty of sniffs to detain you while you check them and I have to 
wait, probably lots of other people have passed by with their own dogs. I can smell 
digestate which was spread on some fields a few days ago, and its not one of the 
more pleasant agricultural smells.  I suppose it would be better English for me to say 
that’ I smell and the digestate stinks.  
 

The sun is hot when it gets out from behind the clouds, I saw the forecast today and 
there is rumour of a heatwave in July, however as an old cynic I will wait and see. If 
we do get some very hot weather walks will have to be done either early in the day 
or in the evening, and we can lie up under the trees in the afternoons, you panting 
and me reading the paper. 
 

Look, there is another blackbird flying out of the grass on the side of the road low to 
the road. That will be another parent looking for food for the second clutch which it 
will be helping to rear now they have hatched. It’s a bit of a dangerous strategy to 
work on the side of the road with the traffic. The blackbirds seem to have done well 
this year, and so have the robins. A pair of robins at home had built a second nest in 
a rat poison dispenser, behind the shed. The bait holder had not been used for several 
years so there was nothing in it, thank goodness! Six chicks hatched and I think they 
have all fledged successfully. The first clutch was in a nest made in the shed, and 
that was another five chicks that got away. 
 
Now quick, look, there are three bullfinches flying across the road into the hedge. I 

hope you saw them, they are 
quite a rare sight now, so we 
were lucky today. 
  
Come on now Dog, perhaps 
we should make our way 
back, the clouds have come up 
and there is a bit of a cool 
wind blowing now, which 
often comes before a shower. 
Did you bring a coat?  
 
No - me neither. 
Anon. 
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After lunch we walked round to the dinosaurs, observing some of the different 
animal habitats on the way. We wondered what habitats dinosaurs would have 
enjoyed and if they were very different from the environment that exists now. 
All of the children were so polite and friendly, showing fantastic listening skills 
and asking some really interesting questions. 
Mrs Robinson – Willow class teacher 
 

 
Congratulations to our School Cricket Team for performing very well in the Ba-
singstoke Schools Cricket Competition. Held at Mays Bounty, we competed in a 
group against other local schools. The team won 5 out of their 6 games and this 
means that they are through to the finals on Tuesday 18 June after school. We 
will face group A winners St Mary’s and then either Great Binfields or St John’s. 
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We like our children to experience as many different sports and skills as  
possible. The children had a lot of fun when Alex from Team Rubicon, the UKs 
leading scooter and skateboard coaching, visited our school.  
 
The children in Willow and Beech classes had a session on riding scooters and 
Chestnut and Oak had fun on skateboards. Some children were more confident 
than others but all tried hard and acquired the basic skills. 
 
KS1 and KS2 enjoying their end of half term disco 
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Hello all, 
We had a holiday a month or so ago with my sister and her fam-
ily in France, hoping for some sun. All seven of us in a people 
carrier, the kids on their phones in the back, me and Amelia in 
the middle shouting “stay on the right” at random moments at 
either Bruce or Adam who were doing the driving, “keep your 
eyes on the road” as we crossed rivers, climbed hills, and swept 
along tiny lanes edged with ditches and vineyards surrounding 
tiny hamlets. Many many supermarkets were visited, with the 
kids dumping all sorts in the trolley knowing we were to busy trying to read labels, 
no nuts for me no gluten for my niece. We returned to Eymet with its beautiful mar-
ket square, lovely food stalls, the fountain in the middle with bunting and the paint-
ing of the lovers on the wall. What did the children say when we parked up “Oh this 
is where we saw the dead Capybara in the river!” Days for them eating whatever and 
whenever they wanted and our evenings spent playing Dutch scrabble (that was the 
version in the Gite) were accompanied by many stinky, runny, creeping off the plate 
cheeses, utterly delicious.  
Today I’m debating the fire being lit but a hot water bottle will have to suffice. 
The recipe this issue is for your Air fryer but can be done on the hob if you didn’t 
succumb to the Air fryer fad. 
Spring Onion,  Air fryer Beignets with Herb mayo, and Sriracha  
Ingredients 
75 g butter, 225 ml water, 1 tspn sugar, 110 g plain flour 
3 eggs, 3 spring onions chopped fine, Olive oil for brushing 
For the herb mayonnaise, 125 ml mayonnaise 
A handful of chopped mixed fresh herbs (Basil, parsley, mint ,or dill) 
1 clove of garlic, Juice of half a lemon, Sriracha to serve 
Method 
Preheat the Air fryer to 200c and set your timer for 15 minutes. If you don’t have an 
Air fryer, deep fry the beignets in an inch of vegetable oil until golden brown. 
 

Heat the butter and water in a pan. Once simmering and foaming, take off the heat 
and dump in all the flour in one hit. Beat furiously until it comes together and leaves 
the side of the pan to create a dough.  
 

Add the eggs a bit at a time and beat again until smooth, the mixture should just plop 
off the spoon and not be runny. Then mix in the chopped Spring Onion and season. 
Use two tablespoons to shape the mixture into balls and place straight onto a tray 
that goes in your Air fryer.  
 

Brush each one gently with olive oil and fry for about 15 minutes until golden, 
puffed up and airy like little pillows. To make the herby Mayonnaise, simply mix all 
the ingredients together. Serve the beignets with the mayonnaise, extra spring onions 
and sriracha. 
 

I think I would add a bit of Parmesan to this or grate some over the warm beignets 
before serving. 
 

Enjoy your summer. Tracey 
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Ellisfield Distributor  - Ali Swanston 07881088123.  

Oh what a night! 
Friday 21st June was the date for this year’s Ellisfield’s Wine Walk and as 
always it turned out the be another night full of fun, laughter and lots of 
wine! What’s more the weather was kind to us. 
 
Our theme this year was France and we enjoyed red, white and rose wines 
from all over the country.  
 
Huge thanks to our fantastic 2024 Wine Walk Hosts – the Fripps on Axford 
Road, the Matthews on Green Lane and the Loftus’ on Bell Lane. They all 
welcomed us into their homes and provided the very best hospitality. 
 
I understand that a lady called Sally Adams started this yearly event many, 
many years ago and even though most of us never had the pleasure of  
meeting her, we shall be forever grateful to her for introducing such a special 
event to our small village in Hampshire. It’s a wonderful way to meet up 
with old friends and make new ones. 
 
So once again – thanks to our hosts, thanks to Sallie and thanks to all of you 
who spent your Friday night staggering along the lanes of our village to raise 
funds for our Memorial Hall. Here’s hoping you didn’t have too bad a  
headache on Saturday morning.   
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We will be saying goodbye to our Year 6 children at the end of this term but we 
look forward to sharing some of their leaver’s events with you in the next  
edition. 

 
Please visit our school website to find out more about our school:  cliddes-
den.hants.sch.uk 
 
Paula Lavender 
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Cliddesden, Farleigh Wallop and Ellisfield 
Horticultural Society 
The Gardening Club 

Chairman: Seumas Foster 
Seumas@cropfosters.co.uk 

 07768 443 658 
Hello From Claire 
Double Whammy edition!  
8 weeks of glorious sunshine, weed-free flower beds, slug-free lettuce, and 
self-cutting grass! 
Oops, sorry, my unicorn took me too close to a cloud and I bumped my head. 
Maybe, one day…….. 
 
A well-known plant this month, one which might earn itself a name as a 
‘flower in the wrong place’ as it grows wild with great success, self-seeds, 
and puts down a root system to rival the mighty oak. 

  
Comfrey: Botanical name: Symphytum Officinale: 
Family: Boraginaceae 
Common names – Knitbone, Boneset, (Greek deriva-
tive ‘Symphis’ meaning ‘to grow together, of bones, 
and ‘Phytum’ plant) 
It might be that my slug-free garden dream could 
become a reality – slugs love comfrey! 
Not the whole plant, just the cut leaves. Place a pile 

of cut leaves overnight wherever you have a slug problem, and in the morn-
ing, it will be full of slugs – remove and dispose of. Repeat as necessary. 
This plant could just be the lazy gardener’s friend – grows in all soil types, 
self-seeds readily, first-class composting plant, slug catcher, bee attractor. 
On the downside – it’s nigh on impossible to remove once established, it will 
spread everywhere, and once fully grown spreads outwards so takes up a lot 
of room. 
Oh, and it’s been banned or restricted in several countries as the roots and 
fresh, young leaves contain Pyrrolizidine Alkaloids which can cause severe 
liver damage or even death.    
However, fresh leaves cut and laid on cuts, bruises, and open wounds will 
promote healing. And, of course, to aid in the healing of broken bones. 
Interestingly, my herb book was published in 1980, and the research/studies 
banning comfrey date to around 2010.  
So I’m not going to give you the recipe for comfrey leaves in cheese sauce, or 
suggest chopped leaves in salad, or even recommend the decoction of root 
and leave to ease coughs.   
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We’ll keep this one externally – use it for the bees, the slugs, and as a pretty 
gap-in-the-border plant. 
And remember children, always read the most up-to-date information before 
trying something new! 
 
What’s been happening? 
Thursday May 30th – Cliddesden Millenium Hall – 730pm for refreshments, 
745 start 
Graham Bower – Japanese inspired garden elements 
A very well attended, interesting evening.   
With the bonus of a deer wandering in the garden outside. 
While being very suited to larger garden spaces, the ideas that Graham gave 
could be adapted and smaller versions added to any size garden. 
Taking rocks, plants, and water as the unifying elements in nature it is possi-
ble to create an area where rocks represent security and safety, water is the 
life-giving force, and plants give changing colour and structure through the 
seasons. 
 
What’s coming up? 
Thursday July 11th –Cliddesden Millenium Hall – 730 for refreshments, 745 
start 
Ben Cross – ‘Growing Alstroemeria and the British Alstroemeria Industry’ 
Ben Cross from Crosslands Nursery near Arundel is a very lively speaker, he 
calls the Alstroemeria, or Peruvian Lily, the 'perfect flower'. 
He enthusiastically supports the British Alstroemeria growing industry and 
tells us how he came to be part of it. 
He willl bring the long-lasting flowers to the meeting for sale. 
 
August 4th – Cliddesden Millenium Hall 
THE SUMMER SHOW  
Yes, it’s creeping round again. 
Polish your potatoes, tie up your onions, and reveal your roses. 
Flower arrangements, photographs, and, of course, tea & cake. 
What more could you ask for on a Sunday afternoon, 
 
Would you like to join us?   
Keen gardeners, new planters, or ‘haven’t got a clue!’ everyone will receive 
a warm welcome. 
Come along and make new friends, get ideas for your own patch of heaven, 
and have fun. 
Email Seumas Foster on Seumas@cropfosters.co.uk  
Or come along to one of our meetings as a guest, and chat to any of the com-
mittee about joining. 
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About Dummer 
The Great Scrap Heap Scarecrow Challenge. 
The entries were very varied and enterprising. Those who participated really 
enjoyed themselves and have asked to do it again next year so hopefully 
more will join in.   Thank you to the Judge, Jenny Padmore. 
 

Derek Heath 
It is with sadness we report the death of Derek Heath, affectionately known 
as Del Boy. Derek, Lesley and their two boys, Nick and Steve, lived in Post 
Office Lane for many years.  After a spell of travelling and living abroad, 
Derek and Lesley returned and lived locally and Lesley, after an illness, pre-
deceased Derek. Our sympathies are sent to Steve and Nick and Derek’s 
many friends will remember him with great affection.  
 
All Saints Church, Dummer 
At our Sunday Special on June 2nd Michael Hill-King gave a talk on our 
beautiful ancient church, All Saints.  It is packed with history and Michael’s 
talk covered a door that is now a window, rood screens and much more.   It 
was so interesting we are hoping Michael will return with more facts on the 
interesting features and history of our church. 
 
Our next Sunday Special will be Sunday 7th July when the whole Parish of 
Farleigh is invited to join us at 11:00. a.m.  Alex has put together a Sunday 
Special with contributions from Children through to the not quite so young.  
Please do join us and stay for refreshments afterwards in the Rose Garden of 
Dummer House with kind permission of Sir Crispin Davis.    
 
Our August Sunday Special on Sunday 4th at 11:15 we will have one of the 
horticulturalists from Worthy Earth, Dummer Down Farm to talk to us.  All 
the produce grown at Worthy Earth is organic and the earth is weeded by 
hand. 
Also during August, we will have 08:00 Communion on Sunday 11th      
and also, Holy Communion on Sunday 25th.  There will be NO service on 
Sunday 18th.  
 

Lyn H 
Churchwarden 
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Dummer Village Hall 
Please see our poster for the forthcoming play “Into the Breach” on Friday 
13th September. There will be a cash bar. 
 
Our next Coffee Morning, which are very well attended, is on Wednesday 3rd 
July at 11:00 a.m. 
 

ALL SAINTS CHURCH 

DUMMER 
  

Invites you to the first 
 

FELLOWSHIP MONTH SERVICE 

On 

SUNDAY 7TH July  

At 

11:00 a.m. 

Come and hear our musicians of all ages. 

Refreshments will be available after the 
service in the Rose Garden, Dummer 

House, with kind permission of  

Sir Crispin Davis.  
 

 


