
  

September 2021 
No. 447 

Down  

Our Way  
Parish News & Local Events 

Edward Timpson, MP opening School Fete 



2 

Wardensô Corner 

For the last 7 months your two churchwardens 

have shared the writing of these ñWardensô 

Cornersò. We are pleased to say that this is the 

last Wardensô Corner of the current vacancy! 

Our new vicar, Laura, her husband Mark and 

their three children will be moving into the vicarage shortly in 

readiness for Lauraôs commissioning by the Bishop of Chester and her 

induction by the Archdeacon on Monday 13 th  September in a service 

commencing at 7.00 pm. You are all very welcome to attend this 

service, and to refreshments afterwards, to help support and 

personally welcome Laura as she takes over the Christian leadership 

of this Parish. There will be many formal invitees so we are sure of a 

full church for this service and for the refreshments in the church hall 

afterwards.  

We are very fortunate to be able to continue once again as an 

independent parish in the diocese of Chester with our own incumbent. 

Having met Laura several times we know she will quickly put her 

ñstampò on the spiritual life of the parish and she, Mark and their 

three children will become an integral part of our community. We look 

forward to the start of this new episode in the long history of Christian 

life in Hargrave and Huxley.  So, itôs now over to Laura who will be 

writing the Vicarôs letter in the October issue! 

Mike Whittingham , Church Warden: - 01829 770842  

Malcolm Smart , Church Warden : -  01829 781563 ï 07538 440694  

A Message from Laura  

I just wanted to introduce myself before I begin as the new vicar of 

Hargrave and Huxley in mid -September. I am Laura Rhodes. For the 

last four years I have been Chaplain at the University of Chester 

which I have found a fun and exciting job (when there isnôt a global 

pandemic on). I get to meet lots of interesting people and work with 

staff and students. I can be doing anything from baking and 

craftivism sessions, to bereavement support to attending graduation 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL -  ST PETERôS HARGRAVE 
 

 

The Sunday School normally meets on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of 

the month. However, there will be restricted Sunday school 
due to coronavirus.  

05th September  No Sunday School  

19th September  Family Service in Church  

ceremonies in the Cathedral.   There is also a lot of chatting and 

washing up ï many students have not yet mastered this art. In these 

days of pandemic, I have got into video editing and dreaming up new 

community projects. I was also the assistant priest at St Maryôs in 

Handbridge, Chester with responsibility for children's work, where we 

had a Storytelling Service, Messy Church, and we had just set up a 

youth group for children with and without disabilities.  

I come from Chester originally, but lived and taught RE in the North 

East before stints in Oxford and Wilmslow as I trained to be a 

priest.   I have a husband, Mark, who is a computer programmer, and 

three children ï Annabelle, who is at Christleton High School and 

Rowan and Francis who attend Waverton, where we have moved 

from. In our free time we like to escape to the country and go 

walking, preferably in the Lake District. We enjoy all sorts of outdoor 

activities and are happiest when on water or climbing something. I 

remember in a hazy, distant past that I used to love going to art 

galleries and the cinema as well.   

Come and say hello when we move in and look out for me as I plan 

to come and knock on some doors to introduce myself.   Looking 

forward to getting started and to meeting you all.  

Laura Rhodes, Vicar  
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¶ Boiler Replacement 

Specialists. 

¶ Heating Repair & 

Maintenance . 

¶ Smart Control upgrades. 

¶ Worcester-Bosch approved 

Installers 

¶ 8 Year Warrantyôs 

Available. 

¶ Boiler Replacement 

Specialists. 

¶ Heating Repair & 

Maintenance . 

¶ Smart Control upgrades. 

¶ Worcester-Bosch approved 

Installers 

¶ 8 Year Warrantyôs 

Available. 
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Womble Walk Saturday 18th September  
Kicking off 10am, at Huxley Village Hall. Bin bags  

and litter pickers will be supplied. 

We will gather back at Huxley Village Hall at 12noon 

for bacon buttes.  Letôs make Hargrave and Huxley 

look Spick and Span! 

If you would like to take part, please email: 

hargravehuxleyhappydays@gmail.com  

  

Christmas Drinks and Floral Workshop Saturday 27th November 
Join us for a drink on the lead up to Christmas, and get into the festive 

spirit.  Watch demonstrations on how to make a table centre and 

wreath, and even have a go at making your own. 

Tickets will be available soon. 

 

Future Happy Days Events to look out for in 2022 
ÅSoiree 2022 

ÅHappy Days Weekend 24th ï 26th June 2022  

ÅWatch this space for other events! 
 

Happy Helpers  
The Happy Days team are always looking for helpers; please get in 

touch if you would like to become involved, and maybe help out at one 

of our events. Weôd love to hear from you; please contact one of us:  

ÅBridget 07748597042 ÅCarolyn 07730523553 ÅKay 07941326256   

or email:  hargravehuxleyhappydays@gmail.com   

We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Huxley C.E. Primary School 
This was no ordinary annual school fete: Huxley 
CE Primary School was celebrating its rebirth. It 
was welcoming its new Board of Governors, its 
new teaching staff and its new Headteacher, 
starting 1st September 2021, Mrs Rachel 
Gourley. And above all its new pupils. 
Edward Timpson, local MP for the constituency, 
came to open the Fete, attended by 255 people. Having closely 
followed and supported the progress of the rebuilding of the 
school, he underlined the innovative approach the school has 
taken. Huxley CE Primary School has adopted a new hybrid 
model of education: the school is offering places to full time 
pupils but has introduced flexi schooling as an alternative model. 
It is a very exciting time for the school and a very big thank you 
to everyone who has supported the school. Today the picture is 
very different.  
The Acting Head (Head in Sept), Rachel Gourley says: 
"We are happy to announce that the school is nearly at full 
capacity. We already have 40 pupils enrolled for September and 
requests and visits by families are continuing. We will be starting 
a waiting list. The school is buzzing and work is underway to 
prepare for a wonderful new school year".  

Litter Picking 
Hargrave and Huxley Parish Council is again organising litter 
picking on two days. Hargrave is Saturday 9th October and 
Huxley is Saturday 16th October. If you can help out, please 
contact Jane Windsor on 07721 599036 for Hargrave and 
Lorraine Sackett on 01829 781573 for Huxley. We will be able to 
provide litter picking equipment . Thank you in advance. 
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¶ Tarporley Big Weekend  

The PTA are attending Tarporley Big Weekend 10th -12th 

SEPTEMBER 2021. Come and see us, we would love to say 

hello. 

¶ Christmas Fayre ð Date To Be Confirmed  

If you would like a stall at our Christmas Fayre please do 

get in touch.  

Email: ptahuxley@hotmail.com  
 

Jo 07789 401 777 or Sarah 07812 377 110  

or Anne 07803 897 689  

PTA Huxley CE  

Primary School  

The PTA would like to take this 
opportunity to thank those of you who 
help with our Recycle 4 Clothes 
Collection.  We have raised 
£129.85.  Thank you for your support.  

mailto:ptahuxley@hotmail.com
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Huxley and Hargrave WI  
At the meeting in August we were pleased to welcome some new 

members who joined us in looking at holiday slides of Kerala in 

Southern India with Mr Dawson, who was dressed in a typical dhoti. 

The video of the Tuk Tuk ride was not for the faint -hearted as we 

overtook everything regardless of road conditions, rode on the wrong 

side of the road, the whole time with the horn sounding and loud 

music playing and it was interesting to see how many yards of 

material go into making up the sari which is all one piece wound 

round the body in a certain way.  

To continue coming out of lockdown, our WI has planned several 

events to put in the (empty) diary.  

The next meeting is on Wednesday 8 th  September at Huxley 

Village Hall at 2.00pm when the speaker will talk on ñFrom Toytown 

to Buckingham Palaceò and a competition for a Childôs Toy. 

The  Celebratory Boat Trip  is at last going ahead on Tuesday 14th 

September, leaving from The Groves, Chester at 2pm for approx. 2 ½ 

hours with a buffet on board. Members go free with guests £25pp.  

The planned tree -planting  is scheduled for Tuesday 21st 

September starting at 2.30pm, with one to go in Briscoeôs field at the 

top of Huxley Lane, followed by one in the Dave Wikeley garden at 

Hargrave church. 

The Annual Supper Club  is hosting a lunch this year on Wednesday 

3rd November at Hargrave Church Hall at 12.00 for 12.30pm. A 3-

course meal with a welcome drink ( bring your own tipple to enjoy 

with lunch) and the speaker, Mr Walsh, is an experienced 

mountaineer. This promises to be a super event and visitors will be 

welcomed. Tickets can be ordered now @ £15 per head and will be 

issued at Septemberôs meeting. 
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Ladies Who Lunch  
 
Following successful socially-
distanced lunches at the Inn @ 
Huxley, The Fox and Barrel and 
Pesto, we have raised so far a 
total of £126 for our charity, 
Endometriosis. 
The next lunch is on Thursday 
16th September at the Grosvenor Arms, Aldford ï numbers 
may be limited, so names asap please - choose your food on 
the day. 
 
For more details contact Chris Hunt on 01829 781112 

A Coach Trip to Bents is planned for Monday 22nd November, 

something for everyone in their numerous departments and an award

-winning cafeteria for those who want a cuppa plus!   Cost of coach to 

be shared by those going. 

The October meeting on Wednesday 13th is at Huxley at 2.00pm 

when we will have a gin -tasting and celebratory cake to mark our 

100th birthday. The November meeting on Wednesday 10th at 

Huxley is our AGM and will be followed by ñThe Reluctant 

Shepherdessò with a competition for a walking stick. 

The Christmas Party  will be in the afternoon of Wednesday 8th, but 

at Hargrave as the entertainers need more space for their 

presentation. 

So, plenty of bookings made, good speakers coming, and always a 

warm welcome for any newcomer who would like to join us.  

Details from Tricia on 01829 781255 Or Connie on 01829 781298 
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School Summer Fete Thank You 
A very big thank you to everyone that attended the 
School Summer Fete.  We had a glorious afternoon, 
and it was wonderful to see so many 
people.  Edward Timpson, MP opened the fete and 
said a few words along with the new Headteacher, 
Mrs Rachel Gourley.  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
be plenty of opportunities coming up.  Just over £1,000 was raised for 
the school which is wonderful. 
Special thanks to all our volunteers who worked tirelessly on the day 
especially those in the refreshments with electrics not working 
correctly.  They rose to the challenge ς thank you.  Thank you to the 
Inn at Huxley, Danny, and his daughter Hayley, for providing all the 
BBQ and then doing it for us and also donating delicious cakes made 
by Sarah!   Nick, Agro Forestry, also gave us all those wonderful 
Heritage apple trees for free to sell and six trees were given to the 
school to plant in the Autumn.  The children are very much looking 
forward to planting them. 
To be announced soon - the date of our School Christmas Fayre. 
Thanks again 
From Everyone on the PTA Huxley CE Primary School Committee 


