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Wardens’ Corner
Spring is here! What a lovely time of year. Everything
is drying up and greening up. And we have lambs in
the fields – as well as on the front cover of this
magazine (Thank you Adam and Will). We just would
like to be free of the night frosts! The first silage cut
will be late this year with the recent and forecast lack
of rain. Amazing after all the rain we had earlier in the year... Now I bet you
all were thinking that nothing eventful would be happening in church after the
wonder of Easter in April. How wrong you are! May is full of important dates
for your church diary. I list them as follows:
THURSDAY 13th May Ascension Day is observed on the 40th day of
Easter. It commemorates Jesus Christ's ascension into heaven. Ascension Day

is a holiday in many European countries, but not in the the United Kingdom.
In Germany it coincides with Father's Day. All are welcome at our Ascension
Day Service in church at 6:30pm.
SUNDAY 23rd May Pentecost, known as Whitsun in the UK is 10 days after
Ascension Day. The word Pentecost comes from pentekoste which means
fiftieth in Greek. The Christian holy day of Pentecost is celebrated fifty days
after Easter Sunday. It commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the
Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem as
described in the Acts of the Apostles. Pentecost is regarded as the birthday of
the Christian church, and the beginning of God’s message to the world. It
used to be the Spring Bank Holiday weekend in UK but was fixed to be the
Sunday before the last Monday in May in 1971 after a 6-year trial period.
SUNDAY 30th May Trinity Sunday is the Sunday after Pentecost. It
celebrates the Christian doctrine of the Trinity, the three Persons of God: the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. A difficult doctrine to understand! Rather
than me explain it here, why not come to church that day and have it
explained officially? May is a truly eventful month in many ways!
Malcolm

Note: During the vacancy one of your two Churchwardens, Mike
Whittingham or Malcolm Smart, will write a piece for “Wardens’ Corner”. If
you have any questions about St Peter’s Church, Hargrave,- or indeed any
village organisation, please give one of us a call. We will try our best to help.
Mike Whittingham:- 01829 770842
Malcolm Smart :- 01829 781563 – 07538 440694
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SUNDAY SCHOOL - ST PETER’S HARGRAVE
The Sunday School normally meets on the 1st and 3rd
Sundays of the month.
There will be restricted Sunday school in May due to
coronavirus.
There will be no Sunday School on the 1st but we would
love to see every one at the May Family Service.
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Foodbank News
A huge thank you to all those who have kindly sent
or put food in our FOODBANK collection box. Last
month we had a bumper collection which was really
appreciated by the many families and individuals who were helped out.
In one collection over Easter there was 53kg of food (all donations are
weighed as they come in.) That’s a lot of food for a tiny church which has
been locked up for months! In these Covid19 days there are so many
more families who have lost their jobs and who are finding it more
difficult to put food on the table at home. Occupations which you would
have thought were safe are being lost as shops shut for good or
companies have to cut back their workforce. We won’t know the full
extent of the job losses for some time yet, but we do know the increased
number of families asking for support. Please help if you can. The
donation box is in church.







Boiler Replacement
Specialists.
Heating Repair &
Maintenance .
Smart Control upgrades.
Worcester-Bosch approved
Installers
8 Year Warranty’s
Available.
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LOOKING FOR A LOCAL GARAGE YOU CAN TRUST?
SUMMER 2021 SUPPORTING HAPPY DAYS APPEAL
£10 FROM EVERY MOT
OR SERVICE IN APRIL, MAY,
JUNE & JULY
(WITH THIS ADVERT)

MAKE THE MOST OF THIS FANTASTIC OFFER!
Free retest within 14 days if required.
Cannot be used with any other offer.

OR
£10 OFF YOUR
MOT OR
SERVICE WITH
THIS AD
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Huxley C.E. Primary School
The crocuses the children planted in the
Autumn, with ardent wishes that their
school could stay open and flourish again,
have flowered. And the children’s prayers
have been answered.
With Spring has come a new start for Huxley
school. After the months of hard work by the
Head, the newly formed Governing Body and the PTA and with the
unfailing support of the local Community, the School is again open
for business. The plan was to welcome new pupils after the Easter
break, but thanks to the intensive press coverage, social media and
news items on both the BBC and ITV, the first pupils arrived before
Easter. And before our new teacher, Libby, was even officially in
post, she was updating the KS1 classroom and its learning
environment and getting to know her new pupils. Then, ten more
pupils started after Easter, another 8 are already enrolled for
September, a first Open Day was held on April 16 with families and
children visiting the school and there are daily enquiries from
families near and far. More recruitment is expected during the
summer term.
Cathy Davies, the Headteacher, sums up the overall atmosphere in
the school:
“It’s as if a pause button had been pressed on the school for the
last year: now it’s back on track and it’s full steam ahead!”.
There are challenges ahead, remodelling the school’s offer, with its
hybrid model of full-time pupils and flexi-schoolers and there is no
doubt that it is an exceptionally busy time for the school. For
everyone involved however there is an overwhelming feeling of
hope and confidence in the future. We have all believed that
Huxley School is a treasure worth saving. And what do the children
think? In the words of a new pupil to the school, it’s “pretty cool”!
Our new teacher, Libby, has said: “Huxley School is clearly very
special to so many, and I feel honoured to have joined the team on
its truly unique journey. I am so excited for the children and I am
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looking forward to working with them
and their families to provide the very
best experience. I want our new pupils
to fall in love with learning at Huxley
School. And what a fabulous start we
have had, with happy children, parents
and staff!”
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Hargrave and Huxley Parish Council
Hargrave and Huxley Annual General Parish Council Meeting will
take place on Sunday 2nd May at 5.00pm virtually. If you would
be interested in attending please contact the clerk on
clerk.huxleyhargravepc@gmail.com
Litterpicking
The Litterpicking undertaken at the beginning of April was a
success and the Parish Council would like to thank all those who
gave up their time and attended.
The Parish Council does have a couple of litter pickers available. If
anyone would like to litterpick in their own time, please contact
clerk.huxleyhargravepc@gmail.com
Community Bus Service
Utkinton - Tarporley - Tiverton - Brassey Green - Huxley - Tarvin
to Chester City Centre, Countess Hospital and Cheshire Oaks
This is a ‘Flexible’ bus service connecting villages in the vicinity of
Tarporley with Chester, the Countess of Chester Hospital and
Cheshire Oaks. As a registered bus service, normal fares will be
charged (half fare for young people up to their 19th birthday), and
Cheshire concessionary bus passes ARE valid for travel after 0930.
This service can be used by anyone - just register your details with
the Council by ringing.....01244 973039....and talk to one of the
friendly staff.
RBL 100 - A Century of Service
The Royal British Legion was formed in the aftermath of the First
World War when four organisations came together to fight the
injustices faced by those returning home after service – and
became the British Legion in 1921. From the beginning they
campaigned for fair treatment of those who had given so much for
their country during the war and provided much needed welfare
support and comradeship to millions.
100 years on they continue to respond to the changing needs of
the Armed Forces community, providing small interventions to lifechanging, and sometimes lifesaving, support.
As they reflect on their achievements over the last 100 years, they
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know they are not theirs alone. The RBL has always been
supported by a network of volunteers, members, fundraisers,
and corporate partners who share our passion for bringing
people together to support, commemorate and celebrate our
Armed Forces community.
To mark the occasion on 15th May, the Royal British Legion are
asking you to join them in celebrating their rich history, the
differences that have been, and looking forward to the next 100
years.
There are many ways to get involved and celebrate the
centenary year. Visit the website to find out more:https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/

Let’s fire those
brains up! A quick
crossword this
month

Solution page 13
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Community After-School & Evening Activities
The clubs have started as long as Covid-19
restrictions allow. Why not reserve your place
now?

Monday 4:00-5:00 pm Music Fun- Bring your own instrument or
just bring yourself! All abilities welcome. £12 per lesson. Brittany
Howard University of Chester. To book a place, contact
ann.williams1789@gmail.com
Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm Sports Club- 5-16 year old boys & girls,
all abilities welcome £3 per session with Chris Aldcroft AW
Coaching. To book a place, contact aw_coaching1@hotmail.com
07504816986
Wednesday 6:00-7:30pm Adult French Conversation- all ages &
abilities welcome £8 per lesson with Dr Ann Williams. To book a
place, contact ann.williams1789@gmail.com
Thursday 10:50-11:50am Huxley Tots- donation £1 per family.
Fliss Johnson-Cooke bookable through Jo on 07789401777.
Thursday 4:00-5:00pm French Conversation for primary school
children- all abilities welcome £8 per lesson with Dr Ann Williams.
To book a place, contact ann.williams1789@gmail.com
Friday 9:10-11:25am Little Beats- Pre-school Music & Movement
group. Baby class and Mixed age classes. Friday mornings with
Amanda Wrigley. To book a place Tel: 07515721754
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FACEBOOK & WEBSITE UPDATE
Many more of you have been
sending in baptism and wedding
photographs for us to use on our
new Facebook page. This will
enhance our online and social
media presence and raise
awareness of our beautiful Church.
Growing our Church audience is
what we’re interested in right now,
so why not get yourself an account
if you haven’t already?!
It’s a great way to keep in touch with family and friends
(and join lots of useful groups too!)
We’d really love more photographs of special events
held at St. Peter’s... Please email them to
stpete1627@hotmail.com and we’ll feature them on
the page.
Beverley is continuing to keep St. Peter’s website
updated so keep visiting the page!
www.stpetershargrave.org.uk

Village Walk
After a long break, our village walks are starting again on
Friday, 21 May, meeting 9.30 am in Huxley, opposite the
school. By that date there will be no limit on the number of
walkers in the group. Details of the walk to be announced.
An email will be sent to regular walkers but, if you would like
to join us, please, contact Jenny Hobbs for details.
st

Everyone is very welcome.
Tel. 01829 781250
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AN APPEAL to hear the BELL PEAL AGAIN
at

St Peter's, Hargrave
Dear Hargrave resident - the church clock and its
striking mechanism has not been working for some time
and the Parochial Church Council would like to put
things right. Would you be able to help in these difficult
times? The PCC has a 400 year old grade 2* listed
building to maintain and funds are tight – and there has
been very little recent income from letting the Church
Hall as a result of Covid 19.
Estimates to put matters right are as follows:For the clockmaker to remove the redundant oil
-bath movement and corroded striking hammer,
to prepare and install a new synchronous
movement, structural repairs to hammer shaft
and tail, shotblast the hammer, protective
coating, lubricate and re-assemble :

£2,850

External scaffold – hire, erection and
dismantling :

£500

Internal tower scaffold – hire, erection and
dismantling :

£160

TOTAL

£3,510

Edward Thornton-Firkin for Hargrave Parochial
Church Council
April 2021 (01829) 781423
edwardtf@hotmail.com
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CHURCH BELL and
CLOCK

Please see opposite the Appeal
that was circulated last month
to each household in Hargrave.
There has been a very
generous initial response from
local residents so far. Would
you be willing and able to
contribute to help us achieve
the overall funding required to put things right? It would be good to
ring out the news and celebrate the end of the pandemic later this
year. Thank you.
Edward Thornton-Firkin for Hargrave Parochial Church Council
01829 781423 and edwardtf@hotmail.com

POLICE and CRIME COMMISSIONER

ELECTION on 6th MAY

Please stay safe and comply with Covid 19 advice when you come to
vote at Hargrave Church Hall on Thursday 6th May. It would be best
to bring with you your own pencil to mark the ballot paper. You will
be able to vote from 7.00am until 10.00pm.

Electronic version
of this magazine

Christopher Deakin used to
send many of you an
electronic version of this
magazine, and though he
passed many of his email
addresses to us it appears
many of you are now not
receiving it. If you would
like to receive this magazine
in your inbox please let
Beverley know on 781505 or
email
HandHDOW@gmail.com
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Hargrave & Huxley Historical Group
After a long wait since our last talk,
we are holding to hold a zoom
meeting on Monday, 10th May
7:30pm. Alan Crosby will be
speaking about Edward I’s Travels
in Cheshire. Everybody is welcome
to join the meeting – tell your
friends to send their email address
to Malcolm Smart at thesmarts42@gmail.com He will then send
them, and all members a zoom invitation. For other information
regarding the group please contact Susan at
smj2908@btinternet.com

Cheshire Archives & Local Studies
CALS are reopening to public users of the Archives.
Initially, opening will be on Tuesdays and Fridays 10am12.30pm and 1.30-4pm. They are closed over lunchtime.
In order to provide safe spacing, slots will need to be booked
via the website or by telephoning 01244 972574.

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10-16 MAY
Climate crisis affects many people in many ways, and
Christian Aid Week provides us with a means to help. Your
envelope inside this newsletter explains how, and if you can
donate, then here’s a list of places where you can post your
envelope locally: St. Peter’s Church, Hargrave….on a Sunday
morning between 9.30 and 11, Hargrave Vicarage, Huxley
Primary School, Anne and Malcolm Smart’s house… Hillside,
Huxley Lane, Ian and Barbara McDougall’s house…..Greaves
Cottage, Tattenhall Rd, Tattenhall
Many thanks for your support.
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The Joshua Tree
May... according to the Collins dictionary 'is to indicate that something will possibly
happen or to be true in the future, but you
cannot be certain.' That seems to sum up
our present position in a nut shell . I
would like to say welcome to our fund
raising coffee mornings, but is that
tempting fate?! Hopefully we are starting June 4th, Covid 19
rules permitting.
THE PLOUGH INN, CHRISTLETON.
11a.m - noon £5.00 and a raffle prize please
'May reminded me that I had a Great Aunt May – in her
generation flower names were very popular Violet, Primrose,
Rose. Every ten years or so a new group of names become
fashionable. In ones class there was good evidence for this,
because unless your parents didn't follow fashion, there would
be several children with the same christian name. Look at your
friends of the same generation! Until fairly recently you could
only have your child baptised in the Roman Catholic church if
the name was on the list of Saints. But eventually Dwayne, Sky
and Storm won the day! Some names go from one generation
to the next. Emma has been with us for many generations and
Mary with its religious roots. City names, maybe recalling happy
times Nancy, Roma, Paris. Families usually include a beloved
Grandparent’s name as a second name, a subconscious
continuity of line? Do parents stop and consider what the name
can be abbreviated to in the school playground? - some children
really suffer! A name, protection and a loving home is the best
a parent can offer a child. We can help those that lighten the
burden when more is asked. To chat, drink coffee and eat cake
whilst contributing is our small help.
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Thank you very much to everyone who took part in the Easter activities.
Great feedback on the quiz, thank you to those who joined.
We are pleased to say that we have already reached John O’Groats in our
step challenge! We are now returning to Lands End so if you would like to
join us please download the count.it app and look for the H&H Happy Days
group, and who knows where we’ll end up next! Any problems, please
contact us below.

25th to 27th June 2021
Returning for another year the Scarecrow festival this June! Let’s decorate
the village with jolly scarecrows. There will be a prize for the most creative
scarecrow, judging will be on the 27th June. Email us to enter.

Saturday 28th August 2021
A fun get together for all the family. More information will come in next
month’s DOW and in our Summer Newsletter.
Sunflowers seeds have now been delivered. Thank you Peter and Gail
Hunter. Get planting and growing the biggest and the best. Prizes will be
presented on the 28th August.

Happy Helpers
The Happy Days team are always looking for helpers. Please get in touch if
you would like to become involved. We’d love to hear from you, so please
contact one of us:
•Bridget 07748597042
•Carolyn 07730523553
•Kay 07941326256
or email: hargravehuxleyhappydays@gmail.com
We look forward to hearing from you!
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Getting Yourself Remembered

by Ol’ Buzz

After WWI, General Robert Nivelle, Hero of Verdun, made a tour
of America. Hollywood arranged a grand reception, for the
General to meet the Stars. Chaplin was very nervous and asked
Will Rogers how he should address the great man. Rogers
advised, “Well you might ask him if he was in the war, and
which side he was on.”

In 1933, John Betjeman married Penelope, daughter of Field
Marshall Lord Chetwynd. Betjeman, 27, wondered how to
address his future Father in Law. Chetwynd put him at his ease
saying, “You needn’t go on calling me Sir – call me Field
Marshall”.
A pompous lady complained to Lord Berners that a Head Waiter
had not shown her and her husband to a table immediately. “We
had to tell him who we were !” Berners inquired, “And who
were you ?”

Lord Charles Beresford, friend of future King Edward VII, tiptoed
down the corridors of a Stately Home one night. He entered one
bedroom and leaped into the middle of the vast bed, crying
“Cock a Doodle Doo!” After much ado, a lamp was lit and he
found himself between the Bishop of Chester and his wife. He
(wisely) left the house before breakfast.
Eric Morecambe suffered a heart attack in Leeds at 1am, and lay
helpless in his car. The only person on the street was a TA man,
who “Drove the Jensen like a tank” for miles to a hospital. As
Eric was wheeled into Intensive Care, the man asked, “Can I
have your autograph ?”

Lord Nuffield had been dining at an Oxford college. On his
departure, a porter swiftly produced his hat. “How do you know
that’s my hat?” asked Nuffield. The porter replied, “I don’t My
Lord, but it’s the one you came in with.”
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Huxley & Hargrave WI
The committee have been busy planning the re-start of our WI with
lots of activities ahead as we play catch-up on our Centenary
celebrations.
JULY 7th – 3-hour River trip with Buffet. Members to be paid for from
W.I Funds. Guests are very welcome at £25 p.p. Times for ‘cast-off
‘etc will follow in June . Please let Tricia know number of guests in
plenty of time.
AUGUST 11th meeting as usual at Hargrave , 7.30 pm . Clive and
Caroline Dawson talk on ‘A visit to Southern India In Costume .‘
Note: Winter meetings at Huxley are changing to afternoons for a
trial period.
SEPTEMBER 8th at @ 2pm. Speaker John Sterling ‘Toytown to
Buckingham Palace’.
OCTOBER 13th at Huxley @ 2pm Birthday Cake and Gin Tasting with
Mary Strefford
NOVEMBER 10th at Huxley @ 2pm A.G.M & Speaker Rosie Lee ‘ The
Reluctant Shepherdess ‘ We are hoping to have a Supper Club Lunch
in November 3-course meal with a speaker. Details to follow .
DECEMBER 8th at Huxley @ 2pm. Christmas Party.
(Under normal conditions our Christmas Party this year would be at a
local hostelry, but as we missed our ‘in house ‘ party in 2020 with the
Chinese Cultural Evening, we will be in-house this year). More details
to follow.
As you can see, plenty of things planned (fingers crossed!) and we
would love to see new members.
For any information please contact Tricia or Connie
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HELP NEEDED PLEASE
We always make a good effort to make
our church look great every week. We
have received many compliments for our
flowers on the altar and in front of the
pulpit. But these need supplying and
arranging and we would like more help to
do this.
If you feel you could help with this, we would be very grateful.
Please contact Joan 781305 or Brenda 781212. They will add
you to the Flower Rota.

Hargrave & Huxley Historical Group
New to the Villages? Would you like a FREE copy of The
History of Hargrave and Huxley and Images of Hargrave
and Huxley?
Then please phone Elizabeth on 781423 or email
elizabeththornto@yahoo.co.uk
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CHURCH WEBSITE

Have you visited the Church
Website? Please have a look
and keep up to date with
what’s happening.

www.stpetershargrave.org.uk

ELECTRONIC
DOWN OUR WAY

Contact Beverley Stubbs
and each month the
magazine will be in your
email box in PDF format
Tel: 01829 781505 or email

Facias, Soffits,
Cladding and
ALL
Home Improvements
Friendly Personal Service
Local references available
Tel. Mike Davies 01244
546845 / 07764 290850

HandHDOW@gmail.com

EDITOR’S NOTE
Can all submissions for the June
2021 edition be in by Thursday
20th May. All submissions need
to be submitted in a document as
an attachment and not typed
directly into an email.
Please note this email is only checked at submission
time. Many thanks.
Beverley Stubbs Tel: 781505
HandHDOW@gmail.com
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MAY SERVICES
AT ST PETERS, HARGRAVE
Sunday 2nd
Fifth
Sunday of
Easter

09:45 Eucharist CW
E Thornton-Firkin (R&S) R Vincent (S)
Intercessions: J Wilson

Sunday 9th
Sixth
Sunday of
Easter

09:45 Eucharist CW
J Burgess (R&S) B Burgess (S)
Intercessions: B Burgess

Lane by Lane: Guy Lane, Hargrave

Lane by Lane: Mill Lane, Huxley

Thursday 13th 6:30pm Ascension Day Service
09:45 Family Eucharist CW
Sunday 16th
Sunday after D Roberts (R&S) J Ankers (S)
Ascension Day Intercessions: Sunday School
Lane by Lane: Leadgate Lane and Brereton Park

Sunday 23rd
Whitsunday

09:45 Eucharist CW
A Smart (R&S) M Smart (S)
Intercessions:
Lane by Lane: Brassey Green

Sunday 30th
Trinity
Sunday

09:45 Eucharist CW
M Whittingham (R&S) C Houlbrooke (S)
Intercessions:
Lane by Lane: Newton-by-Tattenhall

Sunday 6th
June

09:45 Eucharist CW
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MAY 2021
DATES FOR DIARY
2nd
Pg 8

5:00pm Hargrave and Huxley
Parish Council AGM

Zoom

6th
Pg 13

Election

Hargrave
Church Hall

10th
Pg15

7:30pm Historical Group

Zoom

19th
Pg 22

Parish News Deadline

21st
Pg 11

9:30am Village Walk

Huxley School

Mondays
Term Time

4:00pm-5:00pm
Music Fun After School

Huxley School

Wednesday
Term Time

4:30pm - 5:30pm
Sports Club After School Session

Huxley School

Wednesdays 6:00pm - 7:30pm
Term Time Adult French Conversation

Huxley School

Thursday
Term Time

10:50 - 11:50am
Huxley Tots

Huxley School

Thursdays
Term Time

4:00pm - 5:00pm
Children French Conversation

Huxley School

Friday
Term Time

9:10am - 11:25am
Little Beats Pre-School Music

Huxley School
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