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 Know what is going on Read Worle Wide Express, Worle Parish Magazine, for news 

 and the Community. Worle Wide Express costs 25p a month, or Ã2.75 for 12 issues when 
 you pay in January. (Ã9.11 for 12 issues by post.) Cheques made payable to   

      THE  PARISH OF WORLE  
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Mission Statement:  

a community centred on the living Jesus, growing serving 
and reaching out in His name. 
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From the Bishopé. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At one time January and February were not part of the Calendar as the  
winter was regarded as being a ómonthless period.ô Indeed it was not until 
about 700BC that Numa Pompilius added January and February to the  
Calendar. February was named after Februa, a festival of ritual purification. 
In Old English February was called Solmonath (mud month) or Kale-monath 
(named after cabbages). In Somerset we certainly know something about 
both mud and cabbages! 
 
But how strange to regard Winter as being ómonthlessô? It assumes nothing 
is happening. And thatôs certainly not true. In our gardens we see  
snowdrops, crocuses and daffodils appearing. New life and new growth is 
evident everywhere. For farmers this is also a very busy period with early 
lambing often underway and with winter sown crops already well  
established.  
 
February is a time when we appreciate that the days are lengthening and for 
many of us óspring cleaningô, whatever that may mean, is often under way. In 
February Epiphany is well behind us and Lent almost upon us. Across the 
Diocese there is also much that is happening. Bishop Ruth and I are looking 
forward to six Community Conversations, the first two of which are in  
February. There will be two in each archdeaconry and these are occasions 
for us to meet people from right across the diocese.  Some will be people we 
know well, but we hope many will be people who we have not had the 
chance to meet before. The aim of each Conversation is to provide an  
opportunity for us to hear and to share some of the things that God is doing 
among us. We are called to be followers of Jesus, living and telling the story 
of his love.  All PCC secretaries and clergy have been given these dates, so 
do speak to one of them if you would like to come along.  We look forward to 
meeting you and hearing your stories. 
 
With warm greetings, 
 
+Peter 

http://www.bathandwells.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Bishop-Peter-Hancock-portrait.jpg


WHATôS ON IN FEBRUARY   
 
 
Saturday 4  10.00am Sanctuary Morning at Wick St Lawrence Church 
Saturday 18 10.00am Mead Vale Coffee Morning in Community Hall 
Tuesday 21    7.30pm  Parish Prayer St Markôs Church 
Saturday 25 5.00pm Family Beetle Drive at Wick St Lawrence Village Hall  
 5.15pm Free Film Night at St Martinôs showing Moulin Rouge 
  

 

For weekly variations please go to the parish website www.worlewide.org.uk 
and click on the relevant church page. 

  
 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICES OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Wednesdays  *9.30am at St. Markôs Thursdays 10.00am at St. Martinôs 
*First Wednesday in the month 10.00am  Mead Vale Community Hall 

 

SERVICE TIMES ON SUNDAYS 

Childrenôs activities take place in all our churches during morning services 

St Martinôs 
8am Holy Communion 
10.00am Holy Communion 

(Morning Praise  
every 3rd Sunday) 

 
6pm Choral Evensong (3rd) 
Fifth Sunday Service (5th) 

St Markôs 
 

10.30am 
with Holy Communion celebrated  
alternate weeks (2nd, 4th & 5th) 

 
 
 

Mead Vale 
10.30am  

with Holy Communion celebrated  
alternate weeks  

 
6.00pm Evening Prayer (2nd)  
6.00pm Pub Presence (4th) 

(The Nightjar Pub) 
 

St Lawrence 
 

10am (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
Informal and family friendly 
6pm (2nd and 4th Sundays) 
Quiet and traditional 
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New Team Rector 
During January the role of Team Rector for the Parish of Worle was advertised in 
the church press, on the Diocesan website and the main Church of England  
website.  It has provoked a lot of interest in people requesting the application pack, 
we now pray that these turn into completed applications!   
 
Short listing for the post takes place with Archdeacon Andy Piggott on 2 February 
with informal visits and the interviews scheduled for 21 and 22 February.  Please 
continue to keep this whole process in your prayers, for Godôs choice of Rector. 
 
Parish Prayer in February 
There are two opportunities to pray for the parish in February, in silence during  the 
Sanctuary Morning at Wick St Lawrence Church on Saturday 4 February any time 
between 10amð12.30pm.  

Also on Tuesday 21 February at St Markôs Church from 7.30 ï 8.30pm.  At both 

we will be praying for those who live and work in Worle and Wick St Lawrence, for 

the appointment of a new Team Rector and for the life and health of our four 

churches.   

 

Thrive - Parish Youth Group 

Our parish youth group, óThriveô meets Fridays at St Markôs Church from 7pm until 

8.30pm. 

February 10th Bring a friend evening 

February 24th Pizza making evening 

For more information contact Mark Fuller  

captainmarksparrow@hotmail.co.uké...07968134959  

 

Wise Wordsé. 
We have a God who delights in impossibilities  Billy Sunday 
When we lose one blessing, another is often most unexpectedly given in its place. 
            C.S Lewis 
 



St Lawrence Church, 
Wick St Lawrence 
 
 
 
We had a wonderful evening Wassail at Icelton Farm in 
Wick in January.  In freezing cold temperatures over 70 
adults and children gathered in the apple orchard to witness some age old  
traditions involving the Wassail Princess (Lauren) placing food in an apple tree to 
entice a Robin to feed and bring on the trees.  We were encouraged to shout and 
cheer and stamp our feet which did a lot to help the blood circulation.  Elizabeth 
Glen then sang, óJesus Christ the Apple Tree,ô in beautiful tones which echoed 
round the orchard.  This was followed by a traditional wassail song and a prayer 
that God would bless the crops, animal stock and those who work the land.  We 
had a most amusing display by óIcelton Morris Dancersô pulled together at the last 
moment with the children joining in and more shouting and stamping.  It was truly 
a fun evening with mulled cider, soup and hot dogs served in the farm yard with 
many opportunities for conversation and laughter.  Huge thanks to Liz Parsons 
for her organisation and Bob Parsons for dressing up in his Zider smock. 
 
For something a bit quieter, as usual the month begins with the chance for peace 
and quiet in Godôs presence at the Sanctuary Morning on Saturday 4

th
  

February in church.  Drop in any time between 10am ï 12.30pm, for warmth,  
refreshment and solace.  Many have found the following prayer helpful in finding 
quiet: 
 
Calm me Lord, as you calmed the storm 
Still me Lord, keep me from harm; 
Let all the tumult within me cease, 
Enfold me Lord. in your peace. 
 from Carmina Gadelica (as found in Celtic Daily Prayer) 

 
Far less calming but a lot of fun is the Family Beetle Drive taking place this year 
on Saturday 7 February at 5pm in Wick St Lawrence Village Hall.  This is a 
great activity for everyone as it begins early, provides tea, and allows older  
children to be able to fill in their beetle on their own. Cost is Ã2.50 adults, Ã2.00 
children to include a hot dog with drinks and cakes available.  For tickets call 
Sandra Redman 515716 or go via the parish Office 
 

Holy Communion - Once a quarter there is a said service of Holy Communion 
which takes place in the choir stalls after a morning service.  This month it will be 
on Sunday February 19

th
 at 11.15am following Morning Praise.  This is much 

appreciated by those for whom 10am is too early and for others who enjoy  
staying on for the silent setting. 
 

 



Then and Now:  Memories of the Methodist Chapel, Lawrence Road 

        
 
Half way up Lawrence Road, on the right hand side, stands the old Methodist  
Chapel. It opened on 31st October [Halloweôen] in 1837, 6 years before Dickens 
wrote óA Christmas Carolô, and was every inch a Victorian Chapel. Whereas St  
Martins was full of pomp and ceremony, Ebenezer was simple in its decoration,  
organisation and the nature of its services. There were, and still are, yellow steps up 
to the double doors and an entrance porch with a table and a notice board. Two  
inner doors led into the chapel itself, which was usually painted cream. The light oak 
pews were arranged in 3 sections and were plain and identical to one another. At 
the front was the huge pipe organ on the left, an elaborate pulpit in the middle with 
choir stalls on the right.  
 
This array actually looked rather impressive. A first floor gallery was reached by a 
staircase from the entrance porch.  Children in the congregation loved the gallery 
and sneaked up there to witness weddings, unobserved. There were no carpets or 
stone slab floors, just linoleum in a dull shade of brown. The absence of stained 
glass windows allowed the space to be flooded with light. The School room opened 
off the Chapel on the south side, with a kitchen beyond that. There was a lavatory, 
but it was in an impossible state, and anyone desperate ran down to the Lamb Inn.  
 
Despite its austerity, this chapel was loved by its congregation and was used almost 
every day of the week for services, Sunday school, Bible classes, choir practice, 
Bright Hour and so forth. Evening service was at 6.30 p.m. and generally poorly  
attended, but the 11 a.m. service was a busy, social gathering. Holy Communion 
was celebrated monthly at morning service once a month - Methodists did not  
believe in overdoing things. 
 
When it closed in 1979 it was 142 years old and there was great sadness. Now the 
building is home to Worle Community Association and is still used by local  
organisations almost every day of the week.   
 
Raye Green                                                                     www.worlehistorysociety.net 
Next meeting at Worle Community Centre, Lawrence Road February 2nd 7.00 pm with Peter Phippen, OBE, RIBA 
Peter is an architect and is full of happy memories of Worle, his family were local builders and responsible for building 
much of Greenwood Road, and other roads in Worle.  

http://www.worlehistorysociety.net


 
Want to lead an abundant life? 

Come and learn more at  
Worle Parish Lent Course March 2017 

 

In the gospel of John, Jesus says to his disciples: 
ñI have come that you may have life and have it in abundance.ò   

Do we really experience this abundant life? 
 
Hurts happen, habits harden, stress builds up.  How can we be released into the 
fulfilling and abundant life God longs for us to lead?  We shall be exploring this 
during March at our Parish Lent course, with four excellent speakers, including 
the Bishop of Bath and Wells, joining us each Tuesday to explore this theme.  
Lent is a season in the Christian calendar in which weôre encouraged to pause 
and reflect.  Our Lent course is an excellent opportunity to put time aside once a 
week to do this as we explore our faith, seek Godôs love and forgiveness and 
maybe in turn help release ourselves and our churches into growth.  
 
 

Timings for all meetings  
7.30pm for refreshments; 7.45-8.45pm ï meeting;  

8.45-9.00pm prayer ministry available. 
 

 
Tuesday 7 March 
St Martinôs Church  
with Canon David Self, retired priest and published author of óForgiveness,  
stories from People and Communities.ô 
 

Tuesday 14 March 
St Markôs Church 
with The Rt Rev Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells 
 

Tuesday 21 March 
Mead Vale Church, Mead Vale Community Centre 
with The Venerable Andy Piggott, Archdeacon of Bath 
 

Tuesday 28 March 
Wick St Lawrence Church 
with The Revd Lydia Avery, Rural Dean of Locking 
 

 

For more information please contact the Parish Office or Rev Anne Farmer 01934 

515610 
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