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A New Year with Endless Possibilities

We begin a new year. Yet the old one seems to have gone so fast! However
2016 was in actual fact slightly longer than some other years as it gained a
‘leap second’. Leap seconds have been added 26 times since 1972.
Why do we need a leap second? Isn’t the length of our day set by the
rotation of the earth? Yet the earth’s rotation does not stay perfectly steady.
The earth’s spin is slowing down. And it’s the tidal flow of our oceans that
affects it. This effect is small, very small. The earth’s rotation has slowed
down by about .0015 to .002 seconds per day per century.
Isn’t our world an amazing place? Where so much is interconnected and
related. And where we can see both the perfection and quixotic nature of
creation.
As we stand at the beginning of a new year the possibilities are endless.
How might we use the time we have? Whether we have an additional
second or not.
You may like to use this prayer, attributed to the explorer of the seas, Sir
Francis Drake, as you embark on the next stage of your journey.
Disturb us, Lord, when we are too pleased with ourselves;
when our dreams have become true because we dreamed too small;
when we arrived safely because we sailed too close to the shore.
Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess,
We have lost our thirst for the waters of life.
Disturb us, Lord, to dare boldly; to venture on wider seas
Where storms will show your mastery, not ours;
Where in losing sight of land we shall find the stars.
This we ask in the name of our captain, who is Jesus Christ.
+ Ruth, Taunton

WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
Saturday 7 10.00am
Saturday 21 10.00am
5.15pm
5.30pm
Tuesday 24 7.30pm
Sunday 29 4.00pm

Sanctuary Morning at Wick St Lawrence Church
Mead Vale Coffee Morning in Community Hall
Free Film Night at St Martin’s showing Philomena
Wassailing Evening at Icelton Farm at Wick St Lawrence
Parish prayer at Mead Vale
Deanery Candlemas service St James Winscombe
Peace in 2017

It does not mean to be in a place where there is no noise, trouble or hard work. It
means to be in the midst of these things and still be calm.
Service Times

St Martin’s
Sunday: 8am Holy Communion
Sunday: 10.00am Family Communion
(1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th)
Morning Praise (2nd)
Sunday: 6pm Service of Healing (1st),
Choral Evensong (3rd), Fifth Sunday
Service (5th)

St Mark’s
Sunday: 10.30am
Service of the Word: 1st Sunday
Holy Communion: 2nd, 4th and 5th
Sundays
All Age Worship 3rd Sunday

Mead Vale
Sunday: 10.30am There is a monthly
pattern of two Holy Communion
services,
one Morning Worship service and one
All Age Worship service
2nd Sunday: 6.00pm Evening Prayer
4th Sunday 6.00pm Pub Presence
(The Nightjar)

St Lawrence
1 Sunday: 10.00am All Age Service
2nd Sunday: 6.00pm Evening Worship
3rd Sunday: 10.00 am Morning Praise
with
Sunday Club for children
th
4 Sunday: 6.00 pm Holy Communion
5th Sunday: 6.00 pm Songs of Praise
st

MIDWEEK SERVICES OF HOLY COMMUNION
Wednesdays *9.30am at St. Mark’s Thursdays 10.00am at St. Martin’s
*First Wednesday in the month 10.00am Mead Vale Community Hall

Parish Page

Team Rector Vacancy
Following helpful meetings with the Diocese and adding a bit more ‘sparkle’ to the
Parish Profile we are now ready to advertise the post for our New Team Rector.
Adverts will be placed in the church press on 6 and 13 January with a closing date
at the end of January. Shortlisting is to take place on 2 February with visits and
interviews on 21 and 22 February. We are so grateful to all who have put time and
effort into the profile and job specifications. Please continue to pray for God’s
choice for our parish.
Parish Prayer
Our next gathering to pray for the process of appointing a new Team Rector and
for the needs of our churches and parish will be on Tuesday 24 January at Mead
Vale from 7.30 – 8.30pm.
Deanery service of Light - ‘Candlemas’ Sunday 29th
January 4pm at St James the Great, Winscombe.
Come and gather with other churches in the deanery for
this lovely celebration. The festival is called Candlemas
because this was the day that all the Church's candles for
the year were blessed. On Candlemas night, many people
placed lighted candles in their windows at home. In preChristian times, it was the ancient festival of light which
marked the midpoint of winter, half way between the winter
solstice (shortest day) and the spring equinox. People believed that Candlemas
predicted the weather for the rest of the winter, this rhyme may be familiar to some
of you:
If Candlemas Day be fair and bright
Winter will have another fight.
If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain,
Winter won't come again.
This day is also The Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, celebrated
on the 2nd of February and in churches on the closest Sunday to that date. This
day commemorates both the ritual purification of Mary, 40 days after the birth of
her son Jesus and the ritual presentation of the baby Jesus to God in the Temple
at Jerusalem. The Gospel of Luke says that Jesus was met by Anna and Simeon.
Simeon held the baby Jesus and called him a Light to the World.

St Lawrence Church,
Wick St Lawrence

At the start of December there was excited decorating of the Christmas tree by 15
children one Sunday, followed by Christingle making the next. A huge thank you
comes from this Vicar for the wonderful support from a very gifted team who
helped to organise and lead both these services. We are also grateful for the
brilliant singing of the Sing Out Loud choir at their concert organised and
conducted by Elizabeth Glen.
Start the year in silence
Is that possible? Put aside some time on Saturday 7th January and enjoy the
peace and quiet of God’s church at the Sanctuary Morning at Wick St Lawrence.
Drop into the church any time between 10am and 12.30pm, refreshments
available, and reflect on the new year. ‘Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and
he will establish your plans.’ Proverbs 16:3. This is also an opportunity to pray for
the parish as we continue to pray in a new Team Rector and for the needs of our
churches and communities.
What is a Wassail?
Wassail comes from the Anglo-Saxon word ‘was hael’ meaning good health,
literally ‘be whole.’ In January we will be ‘wassailing’ at Icelton Farm in Wick St
Lawrence, celebrating God’s creation as we pray for good crops on the apple
trees in the orchard and would love you to join us. There are two wassail
traditions; one involves carol singing at peoples doors and wishing the inhabitants
good health in the hope of receiving a hot spiced drink from the wassail cup! The
second is apple wassailing particularly strong in apple and hard fruit growing
areas especially Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, Worcestershire, and Somerset.
We will be combining both singing and blessing with a great spirit of fun. Our
Wassail in Wick takes place on Saturday 21 January at 5pm tickets £6/£4
children. Tickets include a hotdog, soup and small glass of cider or apple juice.
Please contact Sandra Redman in the first instance 515922
theredmans@ebdonbow.plus.com and come and join the fun.
A Wassail blessing: “Father of all creation bless the fruit of these trees, this
orchard and all orchards everywhere that they may blossom and flourish and bear
much fruit for the benefit of us all. May all who tend the fruit of the earth be every
day prayerful and thankful for your great work in creation and through the work of
Jesus our Lord. Amen.
Blessings for 2017, Anne

Then and Now: New Inn to Woodspring

This building, situated on the corner of Worle High Street and Station Road, has
played an important part in the life of the village since the very early 19th century.
We do not have an exact date when the New Inn was built, but Lesley Brown, one
of our members who wrote ‘Worle’s Pubs’ uncovered some interesting facts. An
auction sale of land was held ‘at the House of Joseph Leman known by the sign of
the New Inn situate in the Parish of Worle on Monday the 8th Day of July, 1811. The
land auctioned was in Weston-super-Mare and resulted in the development of the
fashionable seaside resort.
The New Inn was sold in1814 with ‘a Ball Court, Bowling Alley, Garden, Orchard,
Offices, Stables and Coach-house adjoining. The House, Offices, Stables and
Coach-house were all lately new built and occupied by Joseph Leman.’ The new
facilities were probably built in 1815, when an antique bronze stirrup was said to
have been found on the site.
The building occupied a large, prominent site and was originally a coaching inn. Its
facilities were extensive for the time, and the New Inn was chosen for many
important functions, both social and official, including a Public Enquiry into the
sanitary condition of Worle in 1901. Weston Harriers regularly held their Hunt
Breakfasts at the Inn. More than 20 landlords are listed as having been proud
overseers of the pub.
In the late 20th century the pub was renamed The Woodspring and is now run by
Paul and Frank Sprackman with less emphasis on coaching and more on the
Carvery!
Raye Green
Worle History Society
The next meeting WHS is Thursday January 5th, 2pm: an annual visit to the
Century Club in Mendip Avenue. A new year get-together with talks on the history of
Preanes Green; Interesting Walls and finally a childhood in Worle. Bar open for the
first hour.

North Worle Forum
North Worle Forum is a monthly gathering open to any residents in North Worle to
meet with local councillors and police to discuss issues in the area. The Forum
started up following the closure of the Local Action Team at the end of 2013.
Several residents approached Councillor Marcia Pepperall about replacing the
LAT and keep the monthly meetings going. The first meeting was held in February
2014.
Priory School has always been the venue as it is accessible and has the
advantage of plenty of parking space. Towards the end of the Local Action Team,
meetings were held in one of the portakabins at the side of the school, but when
the Forum was started the group was very pleased to be able to hire the
Conference Room at Priory. As it is a community event, Priory kindly allows a
discounted rental.
Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month and all residents are
welcome. Meetings start at 7pm and aim to finish by 8. There is a report from
Martin Eyre, the Area Officer from the Council, and usually police are in
attendance with a report on local crime issues. Any local issues can be raised and
discussed at meetings.
As an example, concerns were raised at the forum about pedestrian safety on
Wansborough Road. North Somerset Highway Officers made surveys finding that
during the day a large number of adults and children - commuters, shoppers and
schoolchildren - need to cross Wansborough Road. There have been several near
misses, especially during the morning and evening rush hours. At three separate
points along the road alterations are to be made which will be in the form of extra
bollards on widened islands and a short projected pavement near the shop. The
council is also carrying out work on pavements and footpaths to cut back
hedgerows and brambles etc. On another road, Walford Avenue, bollards are to
be placed to stop parking on the grass by the sports ground. Access will then be
improved for wheelchair and mobility scooter users.
The forum reconvenes on Tuesday 14th February at 7pm.
For up to date information please contact:
Cllr Marcia Pepperall on 07976 801184

St. Mark’s Church
New TV Screen
If you have visited St Mark’s recently you will have seen
our fantastic new TV screen. We have all worked hard to
save up and raise money, and in late November the TV
was bought and installed (thanks again to all those who helped with it).
Now, on a Sunday morning we have clear pictures, bright colours and no
flickering screen!
We’re also benefitting from lots of videos and photos to enhance our worship
and our sermons.
In another improvement, we will be soon using new presentation software to
make our experience even better – contemporary fonts and backgrounds are
just a few of the benefits we’ll see.
There will also be the opportunity to follow the service on your tablet or
smart phone. Watch out for details coming soon of how to join the ‘St Mark’s
Church Faithlife’ group. This will also give you access to free bibles, bible
studies and photos of the Holy Land etc.
Sharing the love of Jesus
We hope to use this new TV in ways that serve our local community, and
also to help people understand just what a brilliant and special person Jesus
is.
This year, in 2017, we at St Mark’s want to:





Show our neighbours that we love them
Keep reaching out to all ages, especially young families
Continue building our great relationship with St Mark’s school
Improve the condition of our building

If you haven’t visited St Mark’s yet, please come along on a Sunday at
10.30am.
How can we work with you for the benefit of our community?
With love, Chris

St Martin's Church
Firstly; thanks!
For bringing food… a big ‘thank you!’ from Weston
Foodbank
Some faithful people at St. Martins regularly donate a range of tinned
food, cereal, coffee, tea and toiletries. The Foodbank Manager,
Frederique Wigmore, says Foodbank volunteers continue to pledge to
get food directly to those families and individuals in the Weston-superMare area who need a helping hand in times of need. They could not
do this vital work without the support of people and organisations like
St. Martin’s.
For raising money… The Church Carboy
Thank you so much for popping the coppers in your pockets and
purses into the Carboy. You’ve given £200 for mission in small change
this year, which will go to our Zambia link. We’re very grateful as we
know they will be too. We’re also thankful for Chris Swatton’s patience
and perseverance, as he counted all those pennies for us.
For raising money AND having a good time! St Martin’s Coffee
Morning and Fayre
This was even more enjoyable this year as the choir
from Worle Village School sang to us and brought their
parents to the St Marin’s Day Fayre. There were other
new stalls and attractions this year too.
The Junior and Senior Cake
Competitions included cakes with an
amazing range of flavours and
decorations. Our thanks to everyone
who contributed in whatever way to the wonderful total
of £578 towards church funds.
Dates for your diaries:
Sat 21st January Free Film Night
Philomena starring Judy Dench and Steve Coogan.
The film is based on the life of Philomena Lee, a teenage single
mother whose baby was adopted from the convent in which she gave
birth. It tells her story of the search for her son aided by a world-weary
journalist.
Doors open 5.15pm film starts at 5.45pm
Refreshments will be available.
Monday 5th to Friday 9th June: St Martin’s Church Holiday tour 2017
to Northumberland and Holy Island. We have a double room
available due to a cancellation because of ill health. If you are
interested, please contact Paul and Joan Elliott.

Mead Vale Church

It may have been cold outside but at Mead Vale Church our hearts have
been warmed by the love of God and fellowship that we’ve been able to
have over the last month.
In December we had our “Outreach” in the community which takes place
in the quadrangle by the community centre. We handed out 94 hearts with
Bible verses written on them to hang on the Christmas tree. These
included invitations to our Christmas services, reminding them that Mead
Vale is THEIR CHURCH as well. The hearts were made by Jayne Webster
and other ladies at the church and were very well received. We were able to
have some lovely conversations which continued in the community centre at
our coffee morning, where fresh coffee and mince pies were served with Michael Buble’s Christmas CD playing in the background . Outreach is always
so encouraging, as we are aware, that many people are ‘just
waiting to be asked to join us’ and all we need to do is invite them.
We pray that people will be blessed and may feel inclined to worship with us
over the Christmas period and during 2017.
Every 1st Wednesday of the month we have a mid-week Holy Communion
Service at the Mead Vale Community Centre which, is a good opportunity to
take time out of our busy week for worship. In January this takes place on
Wednesday 4th at 10am.
In January we look forward to meeting at the Night Jar Pub every
Wednesday morning from 10.30am for Coffee, and on Saturday 21st
January at the Mead Vale Community Centre, for our Coffee Morning at
10am, refreshments and fellowship at both! Why not join us, we’d love to
see you?
On behalf of us all at Mead Vale Church I pray that throughout 2017 you
may know the peace and joy of the gift of Jesus.
Emma.

From the Registers

Baptism in St Martin’s
27 November
Lewis James Mawbey
Baptism in St Lawrence
4 December
Albie Andrew Kelly
Baptism in St Mark’s
4 December
Ashtyn Jaxon Hadler

Funerals in November
Edward Mervyn ‘Ted’ Cox
David William Larner

aged 85
aged 81

A Poem for the New Year
Look now the gate stands open wide
The way ahead lies here
untrodden yet, but leading on
Into another year.
Walk onwards, with your hand outstretched
In God’s hand held secure.
They need no light who walk with Him
Their step is firm and sure.
Look upward though the path be dark
His love will guide you through
Have no regrets, the past is gone
See, he makes all things new,
So lift your voice and join our song
O’ Lord your name we praise.
And happily we give to you
All of our coming days.

USEFUL LOCAL DETAILS
Citizens Advice Bureau, Badger Centre, 3-6 Wadham Street..…………………...………..…..…… 836200
Opening: Mon, Tues, Wed & Fri 10.00am - 3pm
CVS—W-s-M Council for Voluntary Services,
Room 6, Roselawn, 28 Walliscote Grove Road,……………………………………………………… 631169
Community Association Contacts in Worle:
Lawrence Road Community Centre: Mrs. J.C.M. Thompson…………………………………………515681
Mead Vale Community Centre, Redwing Drive,: Paddy Payne……………………………………...239186
Doctors Surgeries
Dr R J B Bowering & Partners:
Riverbank Medical Centre, Walford Avenue, North Worle,
Weston-super-Mare BS22 7YZ…………………………………………………………………….521133
Dr M H Pimm & Partner:
The Cedars Surgery, 87 New Bristol Road, Worle.
Weston-super-Mare BS22 6AJ…………………………………………………….………………515878
Dr N D Patel
The Village Surgery, Hill Road East, Worle
Weston-super-Mare BS22 9HF……………………………………………………….………… 516671
Worle Medical Practice, High Street, Worle BS22 6HB……………………………………… 516789
Pharmacies:
See local chemists rota for late night opening but Milton Pharmacy,
260 Milton Road is open Monday 8am till Friday 8pm ,
Saturday 8am to 2pm and Sunday closed. …………………………………………………

413100

Samaritans call any time………………………………..……………………………………………….…632555
Waste Disposal Tip, Herluin Way……………………………………………………………..……...….419447
Sat 9.00am - 4.00pm; Mon - Fri 8.00am - 4.30pm
Sunday 9.00am - 4.00pm
North Somerset Town Hall WSM..………………………………………………………………….…..888888
Worle Library, High Street..……………………………………………………………...…………...…426090
Open: Mon, Tues 9.30am—5.30pm
Wed Closed
Thurs. 9.30—5.30
Friday 9.30—7.00pm,
Saturday 9.30am—1.00pm and 2.00pm—4.00pm
Mobile Library Service……………………………………………………………………………....426020
Guide contact numbers
Worle District:
Ann MacDonald…………………………………………………………….……642053
Moira Wilmot…………………………………………………………………… 521980
Milton District:
Liz Griffiths ……………………………………………………………………… 624366
Priory District:
Andrea Drury………………………………………………………….…….… 515208
Sue Cox……………………………………………………………….………… 515913
Scout & Cub contact numbers for Worle and Wick St Lawrence
1st North Worle Carol Pepper……….…………………………………………..…...…… 511459
2nd Worle
Marion Hillcok……………………………………………………………. 521021
District Secretary Ann Coombes………………………………………………………….… 513699
1st Wick St Lawrence Beavers, Cubs and Scouts…………………………..…………………. 620719

WORLE PARISH - ESSENTIAL INFORMATION
(E.Mail) office@worlepo.co.uk (Website) www.worlewide.org.uk
Parish Churchwardens:
Paul Elliott
513968
Parish Administrator Liz Winter
Parish Office: Monday to Friday 9.00am-12 noon and Wednesday 7.00pm-8.00pm (by appointment only)
Tel: 515922
Baptisms & Weddings Come to The Parish Office between 9-12noon Monday to Friday or Wednesday
Evening 7-8pm (by appointment only)
Church Schools
St. Mark’s Primary School, a Bath & Wells Academy…….………… Tel: 513008
St. Martin’s Primary C of E (V.C.) Primary School…………………….Tel: 628651
St. Georges Church School, a Bath & Wells Academy…………….. Tel: 426901

WHAT’S ON AT ST MARKS
Home Groups

Midweek adult fellowship and study….
Colin Guichard 521792 Rev Chris and Jody Elms 515438
Sunday Morning Teaching Groups for ages 0-13
Young People during the week Rainbows: Weds 4.30pm-5.30pm (Julia Watt 420422)
Brownies Mondays and Wednesdays (Sue Cox 515913)
Pre-school Monday to Friday (515922)
Guides on Wednesday (Nicky Parker-Hall 518406 )
Lettings………..
The Parish Office 515922 (Liz Winter)

WHATS ON AT ST MARTIN’S
Choir…..
Church Cleaning Group.
Social Events…..
Bellringers…..
Sacristy…..
Baby & Toddler Group…..
Little Martin’s Children’s
Group

Richard Lennox 07710788911
Thursday Morning
Diane Swatton 513111
Jim Lambard 514004
Communion, Servers, Vestments Joan Elliott 513968
Revd Anne Farmer 515610
Every Sunday during 10.00am Service

Life Group….
Coffee Morning….

Penny Devereux 511140
Wednesdays 10.30am in the Nightjar / 3rd Saturday in every month
Mead Vale Community Centre 10.00am
Sunday morning groups for children
Paddy Payne 239186

WHAT’S ON AT MEAD VALE

COSMIC….
Lettings….

WHAT’S ON AT ST. LAWRENCE
Open Church
Bellringers
Choir
Sunday Club & Sunday
Youth Gang

During daylight hours the church is open for anyone seeking a sanctuary
of peace and quiet
Paul Tomlinson 515853
Elizabeth Glen 832283 (Youth) Jaqueline Hockley 520956 (Adult)
Sunday morning groups for children and young people. Contact Revd. Anne
Farmer 515610

