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Note from the Editors  

 
Dear Readers,   

 

We welcome you to the third on - line edition of our Parish 

Magazine.  We are pleased to know that many of you are 

enjoying the variety of articles as well as the colour 

photography that we are able to bring to you and we hope to be 

able to continue such inn ovation when we are in print again.  

We are sorry that we have not been able to reach so many of 

you in our usual printed form; alas we have not been allowed to 

print and distribute our magazine.  We hope this decision will 

have changed by September when w e hope to be with you 

again.   

This month weôre featuring a few 

of the superb photographs from 

the Virtual Gardens  display . More 

details can be found on page 10 .  

We hope you enjoy the magazine.   

 

Happy reading and stay safe!  

 

 

The Editorial team   

             
                                Jo Rees                  Lynne Horton      Jennie Davies         Cathy Wilcock  

(most of us but not all!)  

Peace and tranquillity must be found in this 

lovely garden of Jules Redgers !  
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Forew ord   
Itôs hard to believe that I have been in Winchcombe for two 

years now which means I am two th irds of my way through my 

curacy.  As I write these words, we are still in lockdown 

although when you read them, I believe 

things will have eased more.  Hopefully, 

our churches will be open for private 

prayer, perhaps pubs and restaurants will 

have been ab le to open their doors.  I 

canôt imagine how exciting it will be to 

actually go out for a meal.  But there is so 

much uncertainty still.  Will there be a 

second wave, will we have to go through 

lockdown again? What will church services 

look like?  In a mor e personal way for me, 

I am wondering where I will go next and 

when.  The future is shrouded in uncertainty and one of the 

biggest challenges for me in the past few weeks and going 

forward is how to live with that uncertainty.  

 

Iôm not the only person to feel this though.  Many of you have 

spoken to me about your fears and concerns for your families 

and friends, your jobs, your health.  There has also been a 

sense in which people have been grieving, mourning the things 

that lockdown has taken away and knowi ng that when they 

return, they might look and feel very different to before.  

Perhaps we all feel a little like strangers in a strange land.  

 

There is a tension in not projecting ahead too much as there are 

things we simply canôt know,  and  we need to live in the 

moment .  My spiritual director once remarked dryly that an 

awful lot is talked about the importance of living in the moment  

but in her experience very few wise souls are able to do this 

successfully.  



4 

 

So I have been rooting myself in the small, soli d joys that I do 

have.  Walking in the countryside, the love of family and 

friends, reading, waking up bathed in birdsong and, of course, 

prayer and faith in God.    The Bible has so many comforting, 

strengthening verses, but I think the one that has susta ined me 

of late is from Paulôs letter to the Philippians 4: 6-7.  

 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, w ill guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus . 

Do let me know if you are in need of prayer.  

                                                    Reverend Rachel Murray  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Coronavirus 
The national Church of England has published guidance to 

churches about coronavirus. It is based on the official 

government advice from Public Health England. The Church 

guidance can be found at www.churchofengland.org/coronavirus  

The cool waters in Pookie Shawôs garden 
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The Front Cover 
 

We are very grateful to Jason Hobbs  of The Corner 

Cupboard  for submitting this month's photograph  

for our front cover.   

Please keep your photographs  coming ! It's lovely to 

have a colourful seasonal picture of Winchcombe on 

the cover ;  not necessarily of the  church.  

 

 

 

Our Parish Magazine 

We welcome any contributions to our 

magazine but please remember to send 

them to us by the 10 th  of each month, 

using ñWordò. Unfortunately, c opy 

submitted after this date will  not be able to 

be included until the following month.  

The Editorial Team would welcome any suggestions, ideas or 

contributions. Contact us at magazine@winchcombeparish.org  

or speak to one of the team.  

 

 

 

www.winchcombeparish.org.uk 
 

Visit our website for weekly bulletin, forthcoming events, church 

calendar, music at St Peterôs and much more. 

Selected services at St Peterôs can now be heard via 

https://myradiostream.com/winchstpeters  

  

mailto:magazine@winchcombeparish.org
http://www.winchcombeparish.org.uk/
https://myradiostream.com/winchstpeters
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Prayer: Thanksgiving For Our Times  

 
Prayer doesnôt always have to be telling God how wonderful He 

is (He knows that already); or telling Him what miserable 

sinners we are ï (He knows that too). The current crisis makes 

us consciously aware of the love which is Godôs nature, and 

those who embody it ï as Jesus did -  those who love their 

neighbour, as so many people have done during these last few 

months ï doctors, nurses, carers, cleaners, neighbours and 

many more. So let us thank Him for His presence amongst us.  

 

Lord of all creation  

we thank You for those who have looked after  

this wounded body of humanity  

during these painful months.  

We thank you for their sacramental care,  

the constant risks they take  

and their unending patience.  

May the evidence of their healing devotion  

Remind us of the essential unity of humanity,  

Which You expressed to us through Your Son,  

In whose name we give you thanks ï 

 

                                Bishop Peter  
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Lichens at St. Peterôs 
There are some beautiful abstract 

patterns in subtle colours in our 

churchyard. Have you sometimes 

glanced at the gravestones as you 

wandered down the path through St 

Peterôs churchyard?  Or maybe youôve 

been more adventurous and wandered 

off the path?  If so, you may have been 

admiring the lichens that are abundant 

here.  

 

So, what is a lichen?  For more than 

100 years it has been known that a lichen is the product of a 

symbiotic relation ship between two partners ï a fungus and an 

alga.  Although recent scientific evidence suggests that it is 

more complex, this essential relationship still holds.  They are 

all slow -growing, some very slow -growing, which is why 

undisturbed churchyards are g ood sites to find them.  

 

Lichens are beautiful and interesting 

organisms in their own right, found in all 

continents of the world, including 

Antarctica.  Most produce a fascinating 

range of chemicals, many of which have 

yet to be fully evaluated for their  beneficial 

properties for human beings. Several have 

been used for dyes for hundreds of years in 

many parts of the world, including Europe 

and India. For about a century also, it has 

been realised that lichens could be useful 

as pollutant monitors, some b eing very 

susceptible to atmospheric pollution.  
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There are three main growth forms, 

named after their appearances: 

crustose (crusty), foliose (leafy), and 

fruticose (bushy). They grow on 

three main substrates ï stone/rock, 

tree ba rk and the ground.  Some 

lichens will only grow on certain 

types of stone, while the majority are 

not too fussy. The prevalence of 

lichens on both the gravestones and our church building 

indicates that they certainly like limestone.  They are easy to 

appre ciate low down on the church walls and are there high up 

too, perhaps softening the profiles of the grotesques slightly as 

they look down on us.  

 

In the UK we are lucky enough to 

have over 2000 species of lichen. 

Unfortunately, though, very few 

lichens hav e common names as our 

birds, flowers and trees do, so here 

are the Latin names of a few of the 

most noticeable lichens at St Peterôs. 

 

We can appreciate the patterns 

made by lichens even from a 

distance, but if you peer at them with a magnifying glass, they 

reveal wonderful miniature worlds.  An appreciation of lichens 

adds another dimension to our 

appreciation of the natural world 

around us ï one that for many of us 

has indeed increased during o ur 

coronavirus - imposed home 

confinement.  

 

                 Michael & Jennie Davies  
Diploicia canescens  

 Xanthoria parietina  

Verrucaria baldensis  
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Late Summer Gardens  
The mellow warmth of July and August is cruelly 

revealing of any weakness in a garden. Itôs not 

too difficult to have a fabulous display in May 

and June : if you plant tulips, alliums, peonies, 

roses, nepeta and lavender, you are virtually 

guaranteed a continuous show throughout. Late 

summer, however, needs more planning, both in 

terms of forward thinking and of day - to -day maintenance.  

 

Late summer is when  annuals such as cosmos, tithonia, 

antirrhinums, nicandra, nicotiana and larkspur come into their 

own. If you have a greenhouse, conservatory or just a sunny 

windowsill, itôs worth filling trays with seeds of these eye-

catchers in late April and May. They can then be planted out in 

June, once any danger of frost is past.  

 

Favourite cosmos of mine are the dead -white 

óPurityô, which from tiny frail seedlings will 

bolt to five foot, with stems as thick as posts. 

I also like the smaller, daintier, pale lemon 

óXanthosô and bright red óDazzlerô. Tithonia 

rotundifolia óTorchô is a recent discovery. I 

first saw it at Hidcote three years ago, and 

then a friend mentioned he had grown it successfully. Itôs a 

terrific plant for late summer, with a yellow -centred, reddy  

orange daisy - like flower. Growing to about three or four foot, 

with delicate stems, it needs good support. A gardening 

neighbour gave me a handful of nicandra seeds when I first 

moved to Winchcombe, and Iôve been growing it on from those 

seeds ever since.  Itôs a pale blue, fluffy flower, with a hooded, 

attractive seed head, and a dozen or more plants can be 

squeezed into a pot.  
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Even the best managed gardens face some kind of flowering 

hiatus after June. Nepeta, for instance, should be chopped back 

fiercel y in July to allow it to put on a new blue flush in August. 

Otherwise, it will just become leggy and unsightly.    

Lavender wonôt reflower, but is worth trimming now (donôt cut 

into the wood) to give it a nicely rounded shape along the edge 

of a border. Similarly, cut back hardy geraniums to allow their 

new foliage to create interest, contrast and texture.  

Itôs well-known that serious dead -heading is important before a 

late summer holiday, but I had always been a bit timid until last 

year. As we w ent away for three weeks from mid -August, I 

plucked up courage to strip every rose, helenium, dahlia, 

knautia, cosmos, tithonia, sweet pea and antirrhinum of its 

blooms, filling two buckets of flowers for a friend. The garden 

was entirely green when we lef t, but, on our return in early 

September, it was a veritable feast of colour. Not much of a tip, 

perhaps, this year, when no one is likely to be going anywhere, 

but, if you are prepared for a lull in colour, it might be worth 

trying it in August for a Sept ember treat.   

                                                             Vanessa Berridge  

                             Virtual Gardens   
Please take a look at the amazing garden 

photographs that have been submitted 

and displayed on our website.   I have 

been up -dating it daily; here is the link:  

https://www.opengarden s-

winchcombe.com/2020 -virtual - tour    

Because of the set -up of the website all 

Blog pages can only hold 25 

submissions, so therefore as more 

photographs are added some of the 

earlier ones will automatically move into 

the archive area -  so see the link to   

the theright of  the screen.                                                  

                                          Rosie Green  

The glorious garden of Pat and 

Philip Barton, Gloucester Street  

https://www.opengardens-winchcombe.com/2020-virtual-tour
https://www.opengardens-winchcombe.com/2020-virtual-tour
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Experience Winchcombe  

Visit our town website for information  

on local businesses, community news and events.  

The website is run and funded by  

Winchcombe Together, a non -profit  

association that promotes the town and  

supports community initiatives and groups.  
 

www.winchcombe.co.uk  

Contact us by email: info@winchcombe.co.uk  

If you use these services , please tell the advertiser where you saw their advert .  

 

http://www.winchcombe.co.uk/
mailto:info@winchcombe.co.uk





























































