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BAMFORD CHAPEL & NORDEN URC 
MISSION/VISION STATEMENT 

 
OUR JESUS-SHAPED CHURCH IS… 

 
Welcoming! 

 

Jesus welcomed all who came to Him without judgment, and we aim to be an 
inclusive church, welcoming to all. 

 

Developing Faith! 
 

Jesus’ ministry was all about sharing the Gospel with others.  As a church, we 
need to make sure we are deepening faith and making disciples, supporting 

individuals on their own faith journeys, and taking the Gospel and sharing our 
faith beyond the walls of our church. 

 
Reaching Out! 

 

Jesus reached out to everyone, and we must too: within our own church 
community, within our local community and beyond.  We will serve God by 

serving others. 

 

Caring! 
 

Jesus said: “A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another.”  It is essential that all that we do is done in love 

and that caring for others/serving others is at the heart of our church.  

 
Prayerful! 

 

As it did for Jesus, we will make sure that prayer underpins all that we do as a 
church, that we might serve the mission of God as He wills. 



  

 

September 2025 

Every Monday 7.30  - 8.30 pm Prayer Group in the Lounge (all welcome) 

Friday 
5 September 

1.30 - 3.30 pm Dementia Friendly Café  (all welcome) 

Saturday 
6 September 

7.30 pm Haslingden Concert Band (see page 8) 

Sunday 
7 September 

Project Launch 

10.30 am 
 

6.30 pm 

Family Worship, Communion, Project Launch 
& Lunch, Led by Margaret Bywater (page 21) 
Missional Partnership Café Church (page 9) 

Tuesday 
9 September 

1.30 - 3.30 pm 
7.30 - 9.00 pm 

Friendship Group (new day - see page 21) 
Tuesday Home Group (see page 5) 

Wednesday 
10 September 

7.00 pm 
Midweek Worship 
Led by Revd Richard Bradley (see page 4) 

Saturday 
13 September 

10.00 am - 
12 noon 

Big Breakfast (see page 10) 
In aid of the teams4u Shoe Box Appeal 

Sunday 
14 September 

10.30 am 
 

12 noon 

Family Worship & Harvest 
Led by Richard Bradley 
Church Meeting (please try to attend) 

Saturday 
20 September 

6.30 for  
7.00 pm 

1.00 - 4.00 pm 

Community Film Club  
“Wicked” (see page 24) 
Heritage Weekend (see page 6) 

Sunday 
21 September 

10.30 am 
 

1.00 - 4.00 pm 

Family Worship 
Led by Street Pastors 
Heritage Weekend (see page 6) 

Tuesday 
23 September 

7.00 - 9.00 pm 
Tuesday Home Group 
(see page 5) 

Sunday 
28 September 

10.30 am 
Family Worship - Youth Service 
Led by Andy Platt 

For those who are unable to attend Sunday morning worship, services are live-
streamed on YouTube (Bamford Chapel and Norden United Reformed Church) and 
available on the church website (www.bcnchurch.org.uk) 
There is also Midweek Worship at 7pm on the 2nd Wednesday of every month 
and a Sunday evening Café Church at 6.30pm every 2 months. 
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When I visit different Churches in the 
partnership I often get asked where I am 
up to in my training for Ministry, ‘how 
long have you got left Ed?’ ‘What’s the 
next step for you?’ 
 
For the record, I have one year left of my 
training at Luther King House and my 
placement with the Bury, Rochdale and 
North Manchester missional partnership, 
so you haven’t got rid of me just yet! 
My next step has been writing my 
ministry profile which contains all sorts 
of things about me from GCSEs at 
Aldridge School in the West Midlands to 
working at JTF in Walsall. Bit of a blast 
from the past in writing various CVs! 

 
That was the easy bit, the hard bit was being asked to provide a ‘detailed 
comment on your theological outlook... vision for the Church... leadership 
style & priorities in ministry’, amongst many other things within 4 A4 pages if 
possible. This was one of the hardest things I have ever had to write and for 
a variety of reasons, trying to give a detailed picture of Ed Lyne and my 
outlook as a minister within 4 pages was excruciating. 
 
The theology bit was difficult as I’m not a Christian who subscribes to a 
particular theology as such, I like to take bits of different theologies and 
combine them. Considering for example how important it is to help people 
in poverty but also considering why they are in poverty. Is it because of their 
gender, or ethnicity or what area they are living in? Here combined is some 
Liberation, Feminist & Social theology, yikes! 
 
The vision for the Church was also a challenge; do I see the Church as 
something that needs to be turned upside down in order to be relevant, or 

Message from the Student Minister 
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to try and revive the spirit of the past that made the Church a real pillar of 
the community? In all honesty it’s a bit of both. 
 
That is when it dawned on me that the people who are going to be reading 
this profile don’t know me from Adam. ‘What is this Ed Lyne’ like? What 
theological views will he be bringing to our Pastorate? What vision for the 
future does he see for us?’ 
 
For many of us this is where the guilt sets in believing that people have an 
expectation for us to have everything worked out. That we have our 
precise views on what theologies we believe in and know for certain our 
vision for the Churches we love and cherish. The only advice I can give for 
these situations is to make sure that someone is there for you. I’ve had 
three close friends read my profile and not only offer feedback but also 
reassurances, that they too have come across these same challenges to 
define their theology and visions for the Church. So, make sure you have 
your friends around you. 
 
I also don’t honestly think that anyone has their theology, Church vision or 
anything in life fully figured out; if they have then they are not doing what 
God wants. They may be content to remain static and unmoving, unable to 
grow. There is nothing wrong with knowing things about theology, life and 
Church vision but don’t let these aspects consume you. 
  
I also advise you to believe in yourself, if you encounter questions such as 
these that fill your mind with despair... then take some time out if you can. 
Go for a walk, have a cup of tea, get away from the PC or paper for a while 
and come back to it later. 
 
But the most important source of comfort of course is God, who helps us 
to answer these impossible questions and encourages us to find an 
answer, even if we don’t think we are good enough. 
 
So, for all of us on these impossible journeys, I am with you, let us move 
forward as friends and followers of Jesus in solidarity together. Amen.  
 
Ed Lyne 
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Midweek Worship 2025 
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Look out for the “Pop in for Prayer” sign  
in front of the Chapel gates. 

It means the Sanctuary is open for prayer.   
Why not come along and “Pop in for Peace”. 

 
Mondays 10 - 11 am 

Tuesdays 2 - 4 pm 

Pop in for Prayer 

Tuesday Home Group 2025 
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Heritage Open Days 
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Editor:  The following poem was inspired by a lady called Phil Bevan who 
responded to God’s call to take aid to Myanmar after floods there, many 
years ago… 

God whispered in my ear one day 
And said how it would be 

I shrugged and turned away and said 
“No way, You can’t mean me!” 

 
Next time it wasn’t a whisper 
He spoke quite loud and clear 

He had a job for me to do 
He said “have faith, don’t fear”. 

 
So I took the challenge offered 

But how should I begin? 
This task was much too big for me 

I had to trust in Him. 
 

When the problems overwhelmed me 
And I couldn’t see my way 

I’d put my faith and hope in Him 
Fall to my knees and pray. 

 
And my God, He never failed me 

Through good days and through bad 
He filled me with a courage 

I never knew I had. 
 

So if you feel God calling you 
Don’t doubt and answer “no” 

He knows the plans He has for you 
Step out in faith…and go! 

 
 By Mallie Sharpe 

God’s whisper to me 
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Haslingden Concert Band 
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Donations for flowers in church  
in July & August were received from: 

 

Anne & Brian Scott’s 65th Wedding 
Anniversary 

Carolyn Divers for Margaret & Malcolm’s 1st 
Wedding Anniversary 

Elizabeth Greer for Ken’s Birthday and their 
Wedding Anniversary 

Tom Swann in memory of David’s Anniversary 
Dot Craig 

Tom Swann for Anniversary Memories 
Margaret Bywater for her Birthday 

Irene Lucas remembering Daniel 
Trish Adshead in memory of her Mum and Dad 

Church Flowers 

2025 Missional Partnership Café Church 
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September Big Breakfast 
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This year’s Summer Garden 
Party took place on the hottest day of the 

year so far. 
 

When Addie put out an appeal for gazebos to 
protect us from the sun, we all laughed as these 
tend to protect us from the rain.  But on this 
occasion he was spot on. 
 

What a fabulous effort by all who contributed in any way.  Particular 
mention to Julie who coordinates the chaos. 
 

Ice creams sold out, Wet Sponge Throwing was popular and afternoon teas 
were eaten under any shade available.  Rochdale Pop Choir and St Michael’s 
Choir sang their hearts out despite it being too hot for people to sit nearby. 
Debbie did a sterling job showcasing all the wonderful work which takes 
place at chapel. 
 

All adding up to a fabulous day which will be remembered for many years 
for all the fun and fellowship and especially for the amazing weather. 
 

Louise Aspinall 

What a Scorcher! 
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This is the time of year for many 
churches to hold their Harvest 
Festival services. No doubt, 
there will be displays of food, 
some bought with others grown 
in gardens and allotments. 
While gardeners can have 
pleasure growing fruit and 
vegetables it can be hard work 
tending to them and dealing 
with pests. 

 
Jesus knew about the care given to vines. In John 15:1-8 Jesus compared 
Himself to a vine and referred to God as the gardener. These verses are both 
challenging and reassuring. In this parable, God is responsible for pruning 
the vine. He sees what parts are useful and what parts are useless. The 
unproductive parts are cut away, so that growth is encouraged. Jesus is 
telling us that God will prune our lives, not to harm us, but to encourage our 
spiritual growth. 
 
God’s pruning cuts away wrong attitudes and wasteful behaviour, all of 
which serve no useful purpose in our lives. This pruning is required so that 
we become more fruitful. And the fruit God wants is love, joy, patience etc. 
(see Galatians 5:22-23) These holy qualities are intended to influence the 
world to change it from the bad to all that is good. 
 
To encourage its growth, a vine has to be regularly cut back. The effect looks 
drastic, but essential. When God cuts away the dead wood in our lives He 
does it because He knows how our lives can grow. The pruning knives are in 
the hands of our Father God who only desires the best for us. This pruning 
process can be painful, but Jesus says that it is vital if the Holy Spirit is to 
flow through us to produce the fruit that God wants.  
  
Also in this parable, Jesus said He was the vine, and we are the branches.  

Abiding in Jesus 
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We have no existence apart 
from Jesus. We can do 
nothing for God on our own 
and must be joined to Jesus. 
In the same way a vine 
utilises the life-giving sap to 
flow into the branches, so 
we need the Holy Spirit to 
flow His life into us. It is only 
by remaining in Jesus can 

He give us the inner resources for an effective fruit-producing life. 
 
Jesus said ‘Abide in Me’ (John 15:4 King James Version). Abiding speaks of 
sustenance, being upheld and supported, enduring and withstanding. So, if 
we are to reap a harvest of holiness, may we be prepared for God’s pruning, 
and continue to abide in Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. 
 
By Lester Amman 

Saddleworth Male Voice Choir  

Saturday 4th October 2025 

7.30 pm 

Concert with special guest 

Elizabeth Phillips (soprano) 
 

Tickets £8 

from Ken Barker 07849 692819 (SMVC Ticket Secretary) 

 or from Linda Peacock at Bamford Chapel 

4th October SMVC Concert 
at Bamford Chapel & Norden United Reformed Church  
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There were 3 good arguments that Jesus was black: 
1. He called everyone brother 
2. He liked gospel music 
3. He didn’t get a fair trial 
 

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was Jewish: 
1. He went into His Father’s business 
2. He lived at home until He was 33 
3. He was sure His mother was a virgin, and His Mother was sure He was 

God 
 

Then there were 3 arguments that Jesus was a Californian: 
1. He never cut His hair 
2. He walked around barefoot 
3. He started a new religion. 
 

Then there were 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was an American 
Indian: 
1. He was at peace with nature 
2. He ate a lot of fish 
3. He talked about the Great Spirit 
 

But there were 3 good arguments Jesus was Irish: 
1. He never got married 
2. He was always telling stories 
3. He loved green pastures. 
 

But the most compelling evidence of all – 3 proofs that Jesus was a 
woman: 
1. He fed a crowd at a moment’s notice when there was virtually no food. 
2. He kept trying to get a message across to a bunch of men who just didn’t 

get it. 
3. And even when He was dead, He had to get up because there was still 

work to do…. 
 
Submitted by Joanne Ackroyd 

Three Good Arguments 
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On Saturday 16th August, we were delighted that the Mayor of Rochdale, 
Councillor Janet Elmsley accepted our invitation to come to the film club, 
along with her Consort and husband, Ken. 
 

She had had a very busy day and was happy to sit down and chat with 
people whilst enjoying a cup of tea before the film started. The film, 
“Paddington in Peru” was the only one she could come to because of her 
busy schedule, but as she said at the end of the film, it was really enjoyable 
and had a strong message about belonging, family and caring for each other. 
 

In fact she enjoyed the evening so much that she said she would like to 
come again once her Mayoral year is over. 
 

Angela Smith 

Mayor’s Visit to the Film Club 
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Community Coffee Mornings will be 
closed in August. 

We will reopen in September  
and would welcome more 

volunteers for the rota. 
Lesley and Pamela 

Community Coffee Mornings 

 

A painter and decorator was awarded the 
contract to redecorate the interior of St 
Paul’s Cathedral. Working alone the work 
took him some time but he was making a 
splendid job of it.  
 

As he worked his way along the final wall, 
however, he realised that he did not have 
quite enough emulsion to finish it and so 
diluted his paint with water enabling him to 
finish the wall before the imminent arrival of 
the Dean for an inspection.  
 

Standing back from the wall the painter was 
horrified to see that the diluted paint had not 
covered adequately, and the old paint colour 

was grinning through. In desperation (and with the Dean approaching) he 
lifted his eyes up and prayed for help, whereupon there was a rumble of 
thunder and a voice from the dome said “Repaint and do not Thin again”. 
 

Submitted by Joanne Ackroyd 

Divine Intervention? 



17 

 

On the 1st Saturday in July I was 
very happy to see the wonderful 
support we received for our 
fund-raising event in aid 
of Myaware, who support and 
fund research for people 
diagnosed with the very rare 
condition, Myasthenia Gravis. 
The morning raised £465.00, 
which included donations given 
to us at Chapel on Sunday 
morning. 
 
A big thank you to Addie and 
Barbara, Angela, Elizabeth, 
Wendy and Finlay for supporting 
me. 

 
It makes me feel humbled when I think of how ‘our Chapel folk’ work to support our 
community in its simple but effective way, and in doing so shows God’s world how 
we can all work together. 
 
Gillian 

In aid of Myaware 
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Developing World Project 2025 

The Church in the World Group has decided to recommend Great Minds 
Bright Futures as the Church’s Project for 2025. The organisation provides 
services for children in Malawi.  
 

We hope that you will feel as we do that the monies given and raised by this 
Church can be used to help children and young people and families in 
Malawi to reach their potential and live life well. 
 

“Creating a loving, safe space with activities and opportunities for 
vulnerable Malawian children to learn, play, thrive and be the best 
versions of themselves!” 
 

 
The UK based charity provides 
services in the Central Region of 
Malawi. 
 

Malawi is a country of great need 
with a GDP (Gross Domestic 
Product) of around 500 dollars per 
capita, one of the lowest in the 
African Continent. There are no 
naturally occurring resources. Being 
a poor country means that Malawi is 
ill-equipped to deal with other 
problems like the displacement of 
thousands through flooding caused 
by Climate Change, leading to other 
threats like Cholera. 
 

The language spoken in this region is 
Chichewa  

Recommendation to Elder’s 
and Church Meeting 
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Background to organisation: Great Minds Bright Futures 
 

The organisation was set up by a local businessman, Dave Armstrong. There 
are no UK costs as these are absorbed by Dave’s business with all monies 
raised in the UK utilised in Malawi.  
 

Great Minds Bright Futures works with children who are orphans due to 
parental death caused by HIV/AIDS, malaria and general ill health caused by 
poverty. Improving health inequalities and education is key in the charity’s 
work.  
 

Dave is very engaged with the local community and uses local businesses 
and volunteers to carry out building work and provide support services.  
 

Currently, they fund three centres in Dowa, the central region of Malawi, 
approximately 50km north of the capital Lilongwe. The main centre is 
Chunzu, then Funsani and our third is at Dzaleka Refugee Camp. In the last 
few months, the charity has been offered some buildings at the camp and 
are in the process of sorting costs for the renovation to make them suitable 
for the children. 
 

Description of project/how money raised will be used: 
 

To provide the following: 
 

Mosquito nets for 300 orphaned children, cost £20.00 each Total Cost 
£6,000.   
 

After discussion with Dave and reviewing a variety of needs with Dave the 
group felt this would be a good tangible achievable challenge for our church 
family.  
 

Is there a local UK contact that will be able to support us and provide 
feedback? 
 

Dave Armstrong lives locally and will provide ongoing support and 
information during our giving period. The group always feels this makes a 
huge difference to our engagement. 

continued.….. 



20 

 

Front Cover artwork “They will soar like Eagles” 
by Francesca Ross (Parish Pump) 

Is the Organisation a Registered Charity? 
 

The charity is registered in the UK and has a turnover of around £200,000 
annually. Charity number 1206579. The charity is well established, and Dave 
has been raising money for children in Malawi for many years prior to 
setting up this charity.  
 

Have we contributed to a project in this country previously? 
 

The Church has previously supported a project in Malawi in 1999 and 2021. 
 

Appeal to Bamford Chapel and Norden URC Congregation: 
 

Sue Travis, Group Convener, was inspired by Dave Armstrong when she met 
him earlier this year. The group have subsequently liaised and met with 
Dave to hear about his voluntary work in Malawi and outcomes achieved for 
orphaned children. Dave is inspirational and we feel will be able to engage 
well with the whole congregation and church groups of all ages. He is willing 
to speak at our launch service in September and provide regular updates in 
our giving period. He is also keen to create virtual links for any of our young 
people’s groups so they can meet the children of Malawi being supported.       
 

Current Church in the World Group members, but new members are 
always welcome: 
 

Margaret Ogden  Barbara Redmond 
Addie Redmond  Carol Hartley                                                                     
Gillian James  Rebecca Abbott 
Sue Travis   Angela Bromiley 
Pat Stephenson   Carole Greaves 
 

Web site: Great Minds Bright Futures; can also be found on TikTok, 
Facebook and Instagram. 
 

PS: Please see poster opposite for details of the project launch service 
and sign up on the notice board “under the clock” . 

for the project lunch on 7th September  

https://greatmindsbrightfutures.co.uk/
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Project Launch & Lunch 

Friendship Group 9th Sepr 
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On Wednesday 30th July we enjoyed a lovely Summer ‘afternoon tea’ kind 
of meal at the luncheon club, which was the last before our August break. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nita’s delicious homemade quiche, with salad, followed by meringue and 
fresh fruit sundae went down a treat with all our members. 

Luncheon Club 
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We are now 
completely full again, 
with 3 new members 
starting in September, 
and 14 of them are 
over 90 years old. It 
must be the good, 
nutritious food we 
prepare and serve on 
the premises each 
week! 
 
 
 
 

I want to say a HUGE “thankyou” to all our volunteer cooks, hostesses and 
drivers for their sterling work during the last 12 months. Over the almost 50 
years of its history 
there have been many 
changes of staff, and 
some of the original 
volunteers now sit and 
enjoy their meals as 
members. I know that it 
is greatly appreciated 
by the local community. 
May it long continue. If 
you would like to get 
involved as a volunteer, 
I can guarantee lots of 
fun and friendship. 
 
Pat Stephenson, 
Coordinator 
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September Film Club 

 

 

 

Saturday 20th September 2025 
 

6.30pm refreshments : 7.00pm film 
 

Admission £4.00 
 

“Wicked” 2024 PG 
 
 
 

Supported by Rochdale Township 

The Ian Newman Community 
Film Club 
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Do you ever go to worship at another church when you are on holiday?  
 

Steve and Sheila Lawley have been visiting Flowergate URC in Whitby over 
the past 18 years when staying at their caravan. Steve reads the lesson 
whenever they visit and sends our church magazine on a monthly basis. 
 

It is good to know that the Church Secretary, Keith Robinson, appreciates 
having our magazine and regularly looks for inspiration for his Sunday order 
of service. This is a good example of Bamford Chapel & Norden URC 
reaching out in the community, even 
though it is 115 miles away! 
 

Next time you are on holiday and 
visit a church, whether for worship or 
as a tourist, please think about 
writing an article for the next 
magazine. I’m sure it would be of 
interest to other readers. 
 

Thank you – Linda Peacock (Editor) 

Do you ever visit other Churches? 
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October Messy Church  
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I would like to encourage anyone who is able to support the Toddler Group 
from one Tuesday morning per week to as many as you feel appropriate per 
month. 
 
At the moment there are 7 of us working different Tuesday mornings per 
month. Five come every Tuesday morning and 2 alternating Tuesday 
mornings. Finlay also helps each week. 
  
Due to ill health and family commitments the help support needs a boost. 
The roles are working with the toddlers at craft tables, and kitchen help 
serving refreshments to parents, offering fresh fruit, biscuits, toast and juice 
to the toddlers. We also have the occasional birthday. 
 
Toddlers at Chapel started around 30 years ago as a come and play support 
group for young mums. It has grown to be a popular meeting place for 
toddlers with grandparents and mums and dads. A few years ago we won 
the Net Mums Gold award. 
 
Please think prayerfully about whether this is a role you could fulfil. 
 
Gillian 

Toddler Group 
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Midweek Opportunities for Learning  
& Sharing Fellowship 

 

 Monday:  9.00 am Monday Gang / Garden Gang 
   (who do work in or around the building) 

  10.15 am Pastoral Group Meeting 
  1.30 pm Bridge Club  
  7.30 - 8.30 pm Monday Prayer Group (in Lounge) 
  8.00 pm Monday Night Home Group (at Redmond’s) 

Tuesday:   9.00 – 11.00 am Toddlers’ Group  
  1.30 – 4.00 pm Indoor Bowls (Upstairs Hall)  
  From 6.00 pm Rainbows  

Wednesday: 12 noon Luncheon Club 
  Boys’ Brigade & Girls’ Association 
  6.00 pm Anchor Boys (age 5 - 8) 
  6.45 pm Juniors & Company Section 

Thursday:  10.30 am - 12 noon Community Coffee Morning  
Friday:  6.00 pm onwards Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 
Sunday:   7.30 pm God Squad (for Teenagers) 

 

Fortnightly & Monthly Opportunities 
 

Tuesday:   Home Group 9th & 23rd September  
   7.30  - 9.00 pm  On Zoom (see page 5) 
   Friendship Group 2nd Tuesday in month 9th Sept 
   1.30 - 3.30 pm Coffee & Cake (see page 21) 
Thursday:  Heritage Group  3rd Thursday in the month 
   7.30 pm  18th September 

Friday  Dementia Friendly Café 1st Friday in the month 
   1.30 - 3.30 pm  5th September 
Saturday:  Ian Newman  3rd Saturday in the month 
   Community Film Club 20th September (see page 24) 
   6.30 pm for 7.00 pm film 
    

For further information please see website www.bcnchurch.org.uk  
contact Anne Fitton or speak to an Elder. 



 

BAMFORD CHAPEL & NORDEN URC MAGAZINE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITOR:  

Linda Peacock  01706 522593 

    lm.peacock@hotmail.co.uk 

ASSISTANT EDITOR:   

Lesley Sutton  01706 638005 

    suttyjohnny@gmail.com 

 

DATES FOR OCTOBER MAGAZINE 

 
Articles to be handed in by:  Sunday 21 September 
   
Magazine to be completed by: Thursday 2nd October 
     
Magazine distributed:   Sunday 5th October 
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