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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
As we get older changes can become harder, even
threatening to our feelings of security and well being. I
dislike computers and here I am using one because I have
had to adapt or get left behind. When we lived in Reedham I
ran the Sunday School. Outside there was a privy. The
children lived in modern bungalows - ! We installed a flush
Loo. At the Circuit meeting I suggested that all the Chapels
with a Sunday School should do the same. One lovely old
Local Preacher nearly had apoplexy! “What was good
enough for my father - - -! I hastily withdrew the suggestion.
It wasn’t worth a heart attack. The following year, at his
suggestion, not one but a Ladies and Gentlemens were installed at his Chapel! Putting in
the Acle by-pass doomed the Chapel. “Nothing to change over my dead body!” Yet when in
his wheelchair he was wheeled into the beautiful new Chapel he was in tears of joy. It’s the
way we are. We like to keep the places which we have known. I was in Swaffham’s restored
Church remembering its gloomy darkness and rejoicing at its transformation, and today I
shall have a fellowship lunch at Stibbard enjoying the comfort and the space which can be
for worship or a good lunch. When Jesus began his work to bring in the Kingdom of Love he
was confined in a rigid system of hundreds of laws and rules that prevented any movement
and enclosed those who complied and excluded all who didn’t. So he set about breaking
down the restricting barriers and making his love available for all. Judaism had begun with
the pioneering Abraham coming into Relationship with God, a Covenant of love. As the
years passed this relationship got lost in a sea of rules governing every aspect of life. Jesus
came to establish a new Covenant, to restore the lost relationship, and they killed him for
it.
I love history, old buildings and antiques, they tell a story, but I look round our Circuit and
know it will be very different in 10 years time. Many of us will have moved on. Our old
buildings do not speak to younger people. The Churches that will continue are those willing
to adapt to meet the needs of a different generation. In the meantime I believe we have a
ministry to our present membership who also have their needs. I have absolutely no
intention of jumping about and waving my arms in the air, which must be a relief if I come
to your Church, but however reluctantly I know I must respect those who have other ways
of praising God and following Jesus. The Church is not a building, the Church is people, so is
the building for people or people for the building? I finish with Charles Wesley To serve the present age
my calling to fulfil,
O may it all my powers engage
to do my Master’s will.
Rosemary Wakelin
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THE LINK
One of the great privileges of being the
Editor of The Link is that I receive
contributions from all over the Circuit and
thereby get a pretty good picture of all that
is going on (being a Local Preacher also
helps since, over the years, I have had the
opportunity of taking at least one service in
every church in the Circuit). This edition has
proved to be no exception as you will see
when you browse through it. So many
activities are starting up again after the
Covid-enforced shutdown and a number of
new events are either already happening or
well into the planning stage. It’s my
experience that God is an exciting God and,
to my mind, it’s obvious that he has lots for
us to do yet!

change as we move through this wonderful
life he has given us. It’s my experience that
once God calls us to do something he
expects us to continue until he calls us out
of it. But call us out he eventually will and
we must beware of trying to force the
continuation of a once valuable, but now
life-expired, activity just for the sake of it.

Please remember that The Link aims to fulfil
three functions: first to inform us about
what is happening all around our Circuit
(and isn’t it wonderful that we have got to
know so many more people from other
churches through Zoom or the various other
ways of keeping in touch); second to give to
visitors to our churches or to our friends
near where we live so that they can see
what a lively and God-centred lot we are;
thirdly (and I know I say this most times and
make no apology for it) as valuable fuel for
our own prayers. If you see spare copies at
the back of your church at the end of the
quarter, why are they still there and not
been put to use?

It’s also true that some previously regular
events will not start up again, and there are
examples of these mentioned in this edition
too. Rather than regret this or be sad about
it, let’s give thanks for all that was achieved
through them, the people that enjoyed
them and were helped by them, and then
move on. We need to be sure we are doing
what God wants us to do NOW, and
remember that this will change just as we

Enjoy your read—enjoy your prayer.
Tony Hey

CONTACT DETAILS
Please send information for
publication to
Tony Hey
FOR THE

MARCH—MAY
EDITION

SATURDAY 29th
JANUARY

E-mail:

t.hey@btinternet.com

Phone:

01263 713302

Address: 4 Burrell Close
HOLT
NR25 6DT

Please include details of activities
up to the end of May 2022
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BIG SUNDAY
31st October

From Rev Jacqui: On Sunday 31st October, we held our second Big Sunday which was as
successful (if not more so) than the first one with many positive comments from around
the Circuit. The theme was ‘Light’
and all the Staff members took
part with Deacon Jen and Pioneer
Sam leading prayers, Rev Anne
speaking
about
‘Light
and
Halloween’, Rev Jacqui speaking
about ‘Light and the Climate Crisis’
and Rev Cliff speaking about ‘Light
and our Journey of Faith’. Some
churches used the paper Worship
material, some used this in
conjunction with a PowerPoint presentation of slides (Rev Jacqui’s photos with Bible texts
about Light), some watched the YouTube recorded version (prepared by Martin Neave),
three churches joined in live
with the zoom service (Blakeney,
Toftwood and Watton). The
YouTube
service
(with
recordings from the 5 Staff
members) can still be accessed
from the Watton Methodist
website. Our next Big Sunday
will be on February 27th – we
look forward to it!
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A BELATED 25 YEAR PREACHING
CERTIFICATE!
Earlier this year, as Covid restrictions
eased, I was delighted to hear that Christine
Pursehouse would be returning to Toftwood
Methodist Church and I would be there on
the same day. I was able to finally present
Christine with her 25 year preaching
certificate. Christine actually became an
accredited Local Preacher in 1994 so she
should have received her certificate in 2019
but I hadn't registered that fact! By the time
I acknowledged the date, Covid was upon us
and there was a considerable delay in it
being sent from the Methodist Office.
On presenting the certificate, Christine
shared with us that in 2002, when she was
the LPWL Secretary she was advised that a young family with a little boy were moving to
mid Norfolk; that the mum was training as a Local Preacher and to welcome them into the
Circuit. That family was us and the little boy is now 23 and 6ft 2 inches tall!
And so we thank Christine not just for her preaching but for all she has offered within the
Central Norfolk Circuit.
Judith Semmons. Past LPWL secretary

CHANGE
‘Change will not come if we wait for some other person or if we wait for some
other time. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for. We are the change that we
seek’ Barack Obama
'You can start changing the world daily, no matter how small the change.'
Nelson Mandela

‘Listen to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor, who suffer the most
The urgent need for intervention can no longer be postponed.
The Lord be with us all.’ Pope Francis
Submitted by Saham Hills
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MOTHER JULIAN
By Sam
A few years ago, I came across the writings of Julian
of Norwich, a 14th Century mystic who spent most
of her life living as an Anchoress in one room at St.
Julian's Church in Norwich. She was prompted to
commit to this way of living after receiving a series of
visions at the age of 30, during an illness that she
was not expected to survive (many scholars believe
that she had probably caught the plague, which was
virulent at this time). Following this experience,
Julian went on to commit herself to life as an
Anchoress and wrote the first book ever written by a
woman in English - Revelations of Divine Love. The
book was based on the series of visions she had
received on her deathbed, and to me, as well as
countless others, Julian’s writing on the love of God
continues to be highly relevant and a source of great
comfort some 700 years on. As the recent Covid-19
pandemic grew and the country was forced to lockdown, reading those words written by a
woman who knew and lived through the trials and tribulations of living in one room, was a
source of great comfort. One of Mother Julian’s most famous quotes is ‘all shall be well,
and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well’. She does not deny that there is
suffering in the world, but encourages us that God will not let us be overcome and that we
are all held in His love. One of the things that I held onto during the various lockdowns was
a determination to visit the room which Mother Julian spent so many years living in and
wrote Revelations of Divine Love in.
As we came out of Lockdown, life began to pick up pace again and the busy-ness of living
became a round of juggling work and family life once more. My visit to Mother Julian’s
room could, like many other well-intentioned ideas, have found itself pushed to the back

Holt Christmas
Fayre

RAILWAY
FILM
AFTERNOONS

Saturday December 11th
10.30 a.m.—1.30 p.m.

STIBBARD CHURCH
CENTRE
December 4th, January 8th,
February 5th
Includes tea and cake!
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OF NORWICH
Parfitt
of the growing to do list. Fortunately however, we had a District Lay Workers away-day
planned at none other than St. Julian’s Church!! So, in June, I finally found myself stepping
across the threshold into the room where Mother Julian herself had stood so many
centuries ago. (Although the original building was, in fact, heavily damaged during the
bombing of Norwich during the Second World War, the Church and Mother Julian’s room
were rebuilt on the same foundations). Even more spine-tingling was the knowledge that it
was the custom that Anchoresses were buried after death in the rooms they had spent
their lives in, so there was a high probability that I was sitting with Mother Julian in a
spiritual and physical sense.
In her writings, Julian gives us very little detail about herself and is quite adamant that the
focus should not be on her, but on the message of the visions she was given, which I can
only confess makes me like her all the more! Some of what we know about Mother Julian
comes from Margery Kempe, who recorded conversations that she had on visits to see
Mother Julian (often Anchoresses had a window onto the world, where people would come
to them and seek advice, something like a 14th Century agony aunt) Margery Kempe was a
remarkable woman in her own right, going on numerous pilgrimages and documenting her
travels in The Book of Margery Kempe - widely thought to be the first autobiography
written in English. Margery visited and wrote about her pilgrimage to Walsingham and I
often think of her as I walk through the village on my way to work at the Methodist Church.
As we continue to travel together through this new and ever-changing landscape, which
looks much different to the pre-Covid one, I hold on to the last two sentences of Mother
Julian’s Revelations (short text) and I offer them to you now in the hope that they will offer
you comfort as they have me;
“For God always wishes us to be secure in love, and peaceful and restful, as he is towards
us. And just in the same way as he is towards us, so he wishes us to be towards ourselves
and towards our fellow Christians.” (Julian of Norwich, translated by Windeat. B,
Revelations of Divine Love, Oxford, 2015)

VALENTINE’S

CHURCH
CONCERT

PARTY

3.00 p.m. February 12th

TOFTWOOD

DEREHAM TRINITY

7.00 p.m.
Saturday December 11th

Details from Jacky 01362 697860
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THANKYOU
Stephen
Part Four: As one door closes....
To those of you who have stuck with me through the previous three instalments, jolly well
done! I think that this part has the best stories, so, if you're sitting comfortably, I'll begin. (Who
remembers Daphne Oxenford?).
As I said last time, after Sheila and I left the Messengers, we did a few concerts on a pretty
irregular basis, with no real plans in place for our musical future. Little did we know what
exciting plans God had in store for us. In the early 1970's the Rev. Tom Bryant became
Superintendent Minister at Swaffham. Tom was a man with a very practical approach to
spirituality, and was constantly coming up with new ideas. For instance, at one Circuit Meeting
he suggested that folk might like to join him for a Sunday afternoon stroll which would
conclude with tea and a time of worship. The 'afternoon stroll' element began in Great
Massingham and finished in Swaffham!
Another idea was to start a Circuit Youth Club. (Remember the days when we had youth?).
He approached Sheila and myself, along with Agnes and Frances Dye from Little Dunham to ask
if we would lead it, which we agreed to do. Looking back, perhaps it would have been wiser to
ask to be put into a darkened room somewhere a long way away. How we didn't go bonkers I'll
never know. Until this point, we had only known Agnes and Frances at a distance, as our paths
rarely crossed other than at the odd Circuit event, which in those days were few and far
between, but we soon struck up friendships which would build up an unbreakable bond
between us.
On one particularly unforgettable (unfortunately) occasion, we decided to take the youngsters
for a beach barbecue at Brancaster. It was a fine, though windy Thursday. Yes, dear reader, it is
so imprinted on my mind that I can even remember which day of the week it was. Agnes had
asked a friend of hers, John Seaman, along to help with the barbecue as he was an experienced
Scout leader, and knew about such things. Thank goodness for him. It was so windy that no
sooner had he got the barbecue lit than the wind blew it out, and he ended up way back in the
dunes where, at long last all was well. None of us saw the metaphorical storm clouds which
were gathering! Some of the youngsters had brought swimming gear with them, and had a
great time in the sea. Then it all went horribly pear shaped. One of the girls announced that
her swimming costume was missing. One of the lads owned up to having buried it 'somewhere
in the sand'. A frantic search began, needless to say to no avail. There's an awful lot of sand on
Brancaster beach, and it had begun to get dusk, so we had to depart 'sans swimsuit'. This was,
of course way back before modern communications were around, and so, by the time we got
home, there were a raft of frantic parents to deal with as we dropped their offspring home.
Luckily most of them were so relieved to see everyone back safe and sound that the incident
soon faded in most folks’ memory, although I think that we who were in charge that night will
have the memories of it for life.
This rather convoluted introduction might seem to be irrelevant to the subject of my musical
faith journey, but, as you will see, it was one of the most significant parts in forming the shape
of the rest of my musical life.
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FOR THE MUSIC
Lynn
Eventually, due to dwindling numbers, the club folded, and that could have been the end of
the story. As it happens, it is simply the beginning of another one. The Friendship between
Agnes and John blossomed, and they were married in 1974, beginning their married life in the
Schoolhouse at Ten Mile Bank, between Downham Market and Littleport. John was teaching at
Downham Market Secondary School at the time.
As an aside, many of you in the Southern part of the Circuit will remember the Rev. Val
Spencer. Her origins were in Ten Mile Bank, and some of her relatives have a pivotal role later
on in the story.
Out of the blue, we had a call from Frances to ask if we could help out the congregation at
Great Dunham Parish Church. Many of you in the Swaffham area may recall the redoubtable
Joan Smith, who was for many years the organist at both the Methodist and Anglican churches
in Dunham. Unfortunately she had to have a major operation, which meant she would be out
of action for some time. Was there any chance that Sheila could possibly go to Dunham and
play for the morning service? Sheila will be the first to admit that she is not the greatest player
in the world, having had just a few lessons as a child which ceased when her teacher moved
away, and there was no one else locally to carry on her lessons. She can, however, offer a basic
tune for people to sing to. So we would travel from Weasenham to Great Dunham each
Sunday morning, and after the service we would go to lunch with Frances and her mother who
we quickly 'adopted' as an honorary aunt, and we always knew her from then onwards as
Auntie Edna.
One Sunday after lunch, for reasons which I can't recall, I had my guitar in the car, and was
playing it with Sheila and Frances joining in singing. I think that John was probably on a course
of some kind, as Agnes was there, and remarked that she thought we sounded well together.
We thought little more of it until a few weeks later John said that he was taking the service at
Ten Mile Bank chapel, and would we like to go along and contribute some songs. I can't
remember exactly when this was, but I do recall enjoying tea in John and Agnes' garden before
going off to the service. This would be the first of several occasions that we would sing there,
and be the first time we encountered the Starling family, who had given generations of service
to the church there.
We began to sing together on a more regular basis, often during John's services in both
Methodist and Anglican churches. I omitted to mention that John was a Lay Reader in the
Anglican church. As things started to develop, we thought that we ought to give ourselves a
name. By now I had, after a considerable gap, begun writing again, and one of the first songs I
wrote was called 'The Open Door'. We decided that this would become our signature tune, and
so it was that we became ' The Open Doors'. Also, at this stage Frances had begun a
relationship with the man who would become her husband, Nigel Singleterry, who just
happened to be the best friend of John Seaman. So it was that we set off together on the latest
stage of our adventure with Jesus, and none of us could have predicted what lay ahead.
Next time I shall share with you some of the most memorable times we shared together, and
some very unexpected locations we ended up performing in.
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HARVEST TIME ONCE MORE
AT HINGHAM

Val Haynes writes: After our Harvest Festival Service on
September 26th, taken by Nelson Tubby, we were all
delighted to be able once again to hold a Harvest Lunch
for 24 people.

It was good to see home grown items as well as tins and
packets on our Harvest display. All the goods were
taken to St. Martins Housing in Bishopgate Norwich.
They provide refuges for the homeless. They were very
pleased to accept our harvest gifts.

REGULAR LUNCHES
AROUND THE CIRCUIT
FOR FUN, FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP
DEREHAM

STIBBARD

TOFTWOOD

Second Thursday

Second Wednesday

Second Wednesday

12.00 noon

12.30 p.m.

12.00 noon
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CHURCHGOING BY
TELEPHONE
From the Lichfield Mercury 26th September 1890

The Daily Mail announces that the Rev. Canon Wilcox of Christ Church, Birmingham, has
consented to allow the telephone to be introduced into his church, so that certain persons
may hear what takes place at the service without personal attendance. This novel
application of the telephone will come into use for the first time on Sunday, the 28th inst.
when the harvest festival commemoration will be held at the church, and the listeners at
the instrument will be able to hear, besides the sermon and the ordinary service, tenor and
alto soli by two of the vicars choral of Lichfield Cathedral. At the end of the choir-stalls, on
the top of the lectern and the reading-desk of the pulpit, will be placed small metallic cased
transmitters, arranged that no member the congregation, unless familiar with the fact,
would be led suspect their real nature. They will be so regulated that sound will be
gathered in without requiring the voice directed in close contiguity upon the plate of the
transmitter. This will not be the first occasion upon which the telephone has been set up in
a place of worship. At Bradford (Yorkshire) it is used at an Established, a Unitarian, and a
Wesleyan Church. It has also been recently introduced at the parish church Chesterfield,
and at all these places subscribers have more or less extensively availed themselves of its
use. and it has been found possible for forty or fifty persons to hear a sermon
simultaneously.

DAY OF PRAYER FOR COP26
breakout groups, and creation night-prayer
at the end of the day. At a sharing session
towards the end of the afternoon, we heard
from the Ipswich Circuit who had had their
own special Climate day with a speaker who
was a Methodist delegate to COP 26. The
half-hour address
from Rev James
Bagwan can be
heard on their
website.

From Rev Jacqui: The weekend of October
30th – 31st was an exciting one for our
Circuit and District. On the Saturday,
Methodists across the East Anglia District
participated in a Day of Prayer for the
Climate Crisis and for the UN COP26
Conference. An estimated 80 – 90 people
joined in online for different sessions in the
day which included an introductory worship
and information session, a vigil for creation,
a creation meditation, shared prayer in
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METHODIST WOMEN IN BRITAIN
NEWS
From Elizabeth Wright: On a glorious, sunny day in early October, 30 ladies from around
the District gathered at Trinity Church in Lowestoft to celebrate MWiB’s tenth anniversary
and to welcome Sue Groome, our new Vice President. Sue has recently retired from
teaching and is keen to take on new challenges in her faith walk. In April 2022 she will
celebrate 30 years’ service as an active Local Preacher. She enjoys the support of her
husband Bob, a guitarist, who led some of the singing during the morning session.
The afternoon was informal and we participated in quizzes and reminisced over
photographs of past events. We shopped at the Traidcraft, Bring and Buy and Book stalls,
whilst those who felt up to the walk took time to view the sea at the Ness, England’s most
easterly point. The day was rounded off with tea and celebration cakes before closing
devotions.
Ruth our outgoing President’s project raised £10,595. This has been used by the church in
Jamaica to fund church growth and educational projects on the island where Ruth and her
husband, Rev. Bernard, served as mission partners.
During the morning we were introduced to our new fund-raising project the
‘3millionsteps.org’ charity which aims to provide ongoing support for people recovering
from Accidental Brain Injuries [ABIs]. We listened to an inspiring presentation by Zara and
Ian, the charity’s founders, about their work and we admired the ongoing recovery which
Zara is making through her sheer determination to overcome her disability with her partner
Ian’s loyal support.
Spring District Day [d.v.] will be held at St. Ives in Cambridgeshire on Thursday, 12th May.
Our speaker will be Mrs Sandra Goodwin, a former Connexional President of MWiB, who
will talk to us about her visits to Bolivia, the Solomon Islands and Fiji.
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HOLT
CHURCH
It turns out that Holt Methodist Church had quite a
turbulent foundation The following are extracts from the
United Methodist Free Church Magazines for 1862 and 63.

There is more to come next time. It gets quite lively!
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Sam Parfitt writes: It has been a very busy quarter at the
Replanting Rural Project, at Walsingham we have
continued to open twice weekly to visitors meeting and
greeting just under 200 people, dedicated the new ramp
and facilities alongside the heritage weekend, welcomed
the Methodist Historical Society for a talk on the history of
the Chapel, celebrated the 240th Anniversary of Wesley’s
visit to Walsingham and continued to share worship on a
monthly basis. In addition the school visits organised by
the OLW shrine have tentatively begun again, with one
booking each term so far, which will increase again as
schools start to move a little more freely. It has been a wonderful and busy quarter, we have
understandably at times each looked a little worn around the edges, but being part of a good
team along with holding one another in prayer has sustained us (along with prayers from
others - thank you x). I'm looking forward to this quarter over winter, when we’ll be able to
take time to plan for next year, including working on the displays in the Chapel and reflecting
on our opening times for visitors. Alongside the work in the Chapel I’ve also been continuing
getting to know folk in the village and it’s a real privilege to listen and share with this
community (there is often a giggle or two as well!)

Blakeney
In Blakeney we have enjoyed our new ‘menu’ of services, Garden Church
especially has provided a space for engaging with Creation and it’s been
great to hold it in the Community Garden which has been developing
nicely, with its own logo which has been designed by one of the children
from the Primary School and a box that Angela has made which contains a
book that tracks the journey of the garden from its proposal, to continuing
work. It also offers a way for visitors to the garden communicating with us
if they visit and we’re not there. It has been wonderful to see such a
diverse range of people come and enjoy the space, often repeat visitors! During the October
half-term we held a Marvellous Minibeasts day, which 23 people came along to, helping us
build a bug hotel and enjoying Minibeast themed crafts. In the old schoolroom we have been
working on transforming the area into a comfortable
lounge space, with a comfy sofa and a relaxed and
welcoming feel. It’s a lovely space for our prayer
meeting on Thursday mornings and will open up
opportunities for small groups in the spring. I’ve
recently been invited to join the teams which deliver
Messy Church and the Open the Book team in Blakeney
and look forward to making new relationships with local
families. On the 21st December we’re looking forward
to Carols in the Courtyard from 6-7pm, which will be
held in the Community Garden - it promises to have a very festive feel with favourite Carols,
twinkly lights and festive refreshments. Everyone is welcome - do pop along and join us :-)
It has been a great quarter and I look forward to sharing more with you next time!
16

Walsingham
Glyn Constantine adds: Since the last copy of The
Link we have had quite a busy few months which
has been great. We have been able to open the
Chapel to visitors on Monday mornings and Friday
afternoons until the end of October with Sam being
a constant presence to greet everyone.
In September we held the dedication service for
the new ramp and facilities where Revd Julian
Pursehouse spoke. This was the culmination of us
opening for the Heritage Weekend and Norfolk Churches Bike Ride when we had around 90
visitors. Subsequently we have held our
usual services in October and November
when we dedicated a plaque to remember
Tommy and Sylvia Seaman and all the work
they put in at the chapel over the years. In
October
the
Methodist
Historical
Society
held
their meeting in
the
chapel
which focussed
on Walsingham,
the work of the Chapel over the years and Pilgrimage. This was
recorded and the link is https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ebhnotyaSm0 for those that are interested. It’s on the Pilgrim
Methodist Church YouTube channel. Lastly but not least we have
finished the ramp area off by tarmacking the top of the entry
which was in a pretty shocking state!!
We are coming to the end of the tourist season but still intend to
open for school parties and arranged visits with plans being
formulated for next year. In the meantime we really enjoy and
appreciate the times of fellowship together with others
interested in the Chapel each month. Short services at 4-30pm followed by food together are
planned for:
December 12th
January 9th
February 13th
We are also holding a Carol Service on Thursday
December 16th at 6.00 p.m. Do come along and
join us with an opportunity to sing along led by
Pippa on the pipe organ!!
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The Methodist Church and St Andrews Parish Church invites you to attend their annual
Lights to Remember Service in memory of someone special to you. The Service will be
hosted by the Holt Methodist church. At the service, you will be able to light a candle, take
part in an evening of prayers, readings and reflection followed by light refreshments.
Christmas can be a very difficult time of year for those of us who are remembering loved
ones who have passed away. We hope that our service will be of some comfort to those
people.

Love, thoughts and prayers from Rev Cliff Shanganya and Father Howard Stoker

A PRAYER
Thank you Lord, for the world that you have
made For soil and streams
Mountains and music
Flowers and fauna
Laughter and love
Dancing and daffodils
Flamingos and food.
We thank you that we inhabit this world
with non-human worshippers -

Elephants and eagles
Red kites and racoons
Monkeys and macaws
To you all honour, glory and praise
Amen
Revd. Jon Swales
St. George’s Leeds
Contributed by Dot McIlroy, Saham Hills
18

NEWS FROM CHURCHES
MATTISHALL
Our monthly Charity Coffee Mornings commenced in September and are now held on the
third Saturday on the month. Although numbers are slightly reduced from pre-pandemic
levels those who do attend appreciate the opportunity to meet up with each other for a
chat.
Also in September the chapel was open as usual for the annual Norfolk Churches Trust Bike
Ride but only two cyclists and two car drivers visited this time. Later in the month we
welcomed Candy Rogers who led our Harvest Festival service. The chapel was decorated by
members and produce and food items were donated to the local Foodbank.
At the end of that month we restarted our joint Bible Study with Garvestone alternating
venues on Thursday afternoons, using the Life Builder book "Money & Work". We have had
some interesting discussions, attendance has been good with a total membership of 12.
In November we will meet with other villagers for the annual Service of Remembrance
starting on the Village Green with the laying of wreaths at the war memorial.
Unfortunately it seems unlikely that the Dementia Support Group (The Link) will return to
meeting again as no new organisers have come forward to run it.
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NEWS FROM
GREAT ELLINGHAM

WATTON

Great Ellingham is using the Worship at
Home service sheet, and holding Sunday
Services, fortnightly. It has been decided to
have planned Services in the school room
throughout the winter months, as we have
such a small congregation. We still pray for
more rewarding times ahead.

Our regular Sunday congregations are
enjoying the lifting of restrictions so that we
can now sing our hymns and sit closer
together, but we are still being careful
to observe basic coronavirus precautions,
such as plenty of ventilation (challenging in
the colder weather!) and wearing masks to
protect our most vulnerable members.
Our coffee mornings are now monthly
instead of weekly, on the 1st Wednesday of
each month (not January) from 9.30 - 11.30
am.

We have our Christmas Carol Service
booked for December 19th at 11.00 a.m.,
with Rev Jan May, her first Carol Service
with us. We also welcoming a guest
organist. They are looking forward to it. The
Service will be in the Chapel. Everyone is Other regular activities have not restarted,
welcome.
but we have begun a new venture in The
Methodist Centre (formerly Watton
Hopefully we will start Coffee Mornings in
Christian Community Centre). About once a
the New Year.
month there is a social activity open to
everyone in the community. In September, a
SAHAM HILLS
craft afternoon was held with an
Our Harvest Festival Service on September environmental theme and in October, a
26th was a joyful occasion. A good service games afternoon.
led by a new Local Preacher and the church
decorated to celebrate Harvest with
references to Climate Change and the NHS.
Each side window had a display depicting
the colours of the rainbow matched in
flowers, fruit and vegetables. The collection
of dried and tinned goods was impressive.
Thank you to all who donated. It has been
boxed up and taken to St. Martin’s for the
Homeless in Norwich.

In November, Rev Jacqui and Deacon Jen
will give a talk on their Nativity collection,
and in December there will be a Christmas
craft afternoon.

STIBBARD
We have been pleased to be able to use the
Church Centre for weekly rehearsals for a
small recorder group and to provide
rehearsal space for the Heart of Norfolk
Benefice Open the Book team. We thank
God that the doors are open so many times
during the month, that so many different
people come through those doors, and that
we can work and pray with the Anglican
Church in the village and Benefice.

GRESSENHALL
Our Carol Service will be on December 19th
at 2.30 p.m. followed by afternoon Tea at
12 Chequers Lane, Gressenhall, where there
will be jams, marmalade and chutneys for
sale. All proceeds will go to chapel funds.
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CHURCHES
HOLT

TOFTWOOD

It’s great to feel that things are returning to
something like normal and that the majority
of people feel able to return to church for
worship and fellowship. Indeed we find
ourselves a growing church as several new
members have joined us recently.

Virtually all our activities are up and running
again now. We are enjoying a Bring and
Share Lunch after service on the first Sunday
in the month.

Our minister, Rev Anne Richardson, is
working with the Deaf Church, holding a
Our Cream Teas resumed in September and Christmas Carol Service in December and
have proved a great success (how could Bible Studies in January and February.
they be otherwise with Joselyn’s baking!).
We are also serving pancakes on Shrove
We have had to restrict the stalls on these
Tuesday which is March 1st.
occasions partly because of Covid and partly
because of general Health &Safety as we
were very cramped before.
This has
WELLS
disappointed some of our regulars who look
forward to ‘Olive’s Bargain Basement’. This Christmas we have been asked for
However Olive and her team have been as monetary donations only for St. Martins
innovative as possible which has brought House for the homeless. Please give what
back smiles to faces. We are really looking you can afford either cash or cheque.
forward to the additional space that our
There will be no prayer and praise services
proposed development will bring.
on December 22nd and 29th.
To our surprise we have had a number of
new bookings for the use of our premises as
THURSFORD
well as old friends returning. This is good as
it helps us to be more community minded. Thursford church will be holding their Carol
In particular there is now a monthly Craft Service at 6.30 p.m. on Sunday, 19th
Fair open to the general public the first of December. Everyone welcome.
which got off to a good start and, of course,
brings more people in, letting them know have life and have it to the full' (John
10:10)). We are hoping to bring light back
we are here and why we are here.
into the church by opening up the false
Our Development Project continues on its ceiling and make it a place buzzing with life.
paperwork-ridden way and progress is We are working on trying to produce a logo
definitely being made. We have decided for this.
that the name ‘Phase 2’ is a bit prosaic so it
is to be known as ‘Light and Life for Please note that our Cream Teas don’t
all’ (Jesus said 'I am the light of the world happen in December, January and February
' (John 8:12) and 'I have come that they may and the Craft Fair will happen in December
but then have a rest until May. We shall be
running our own Christmas Fayre on 11th
December.

→
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AROUND THE CIRCUIT
For your information, prayer and support
BEETLEY

DEREHAM
Trinity

Services: 10.30 a.m. on the second and
fourth Sundays.
6.00 p.m. on the first and third Sundays.
10.30 a.m. on the 5th Sunday (30th
January)

Services: every Sunday at 10.45 a.m.
Mid-week Communion: 10.30 a.m.
December 2nd, January 6th (tbc), February
3rd (tbc).

Carol Service: 6.00 p.m. 19th December led
by Rev Anne

Carol Service: 10.45 a.m. December 19th
with Rev Anne.

Prayer Meeting: 9.30 a.m. December1st,
January 5th, February 2nd.

Christmas Communion Service: 10.45 a.m.
December 24th.

Drop-in: 2.00 – 3.00 p.m. December 1st, 15th,
January 5th, 19th, February 2nd, 16th.

Cards and Chatter: 10.00 a.m. February
24th.

Knit ‘n’ Natter: 2.00 – 300 p.m. December
23rd, January 26th, February 23rd.

Lunch Club: 12 noon December 9th, January
13th, February 10th (Details Pam Beardmore
01362 854394).
Women’s Own: 2.45 p.m. December 7th, 14th
(no meetings in January or February - details
Gwyn Robinson 01362 694116 or Olwyn
Brough 01362 692799)

SAHAM HILLS
Services: every Sunday at 10.30 a.m.
Christmas Coffee Morning: 10.00 a.m. –
12.00 noon December 4th.

Coffee Mornings: 10.00 a.m. January 20th,
February 17th.

Carol Service: 2.00 p.m. December 19th to
be taken by Deacon Jen.

Valentine’s Party: 3.00 p.m. February 12th
(details from Jacky 01362 697860).

Covenant Service (with St. George’s, Saham
Toney): 10.30 a.m. January 30th.

GARVESTONE
Services: every Sunday at 2.30 p.m. except
the third Sundays when we meet at 11.00
a.m. at the chapel or the parish church.

Services: alternate Sundays at 10.30 a.m.

Prayer Meetings: 2.00 p.m. December 17th,
January 21st, February 18th.

Carol Service: 10.30 a.m. December 19th led
by Rev Andrew Fielding.

Knit and Natter: 10.30 – 12.00 noon
December 14th, January 11th, February 8th.
Contact Lorna Folkes re venue: 01362
858391.

Coffee Mornings: 10.30 a.m. – 12.00 noon
February 23rd (not meeting in December or
January).

WENDLING
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TOFTWOOD

SWAFFHAM

Services: every Sunday at 11.00 a.m.
followed by a Bring and Share Lunch on
December 5th, January 2nd, February 6th.

Services: every Sunday at 10.45 a.m.
Power of Prayer Group: Every Friday 9.30
a.m. Praying for our world.

Carol Service: 11.00 a.m. December 19th.

The Meeting Place drop-in: 10.00 a.m. –
12.00 noon every Tuesday and Thursday in
December; Tuesdays in the New Year.

Deaf Church Christmas Carol Service: 1.30
– 4.30 p.m. December 12th.
Christmas Day Service: 9.30 a.m.

Christmas Special Coffee Morning with
stalls: 9.30 a.m. – 12.00 noon December 4th.

Bible Studies for the Deaf Church: 10.30
a.m. – 1.30 p.m. January 21st, February 18th
led by Rev Anne Richardson.

Carol Service: 10.45 a.m. December 19th, led
by Worship Leaders.

Weekly Lace Group: Mondays 9.30 a.m. –
12.00 noon.

Christmas Day Service: 10.00 a.m. led by
Rev Jacqui.

Guides: Mondays 7.00 – 8.30 p.m.

Swaffham Friendship Group: 2.30 – 4.00
p.m.
Dec 9th: Advent Service
Dec 23rd: Favourite Carols
Jan 13th: Beetle Drive
Jan 27th: tbc
Feb 10th: tbc
Feb 24th: tbc

Coffee Morning: 10.00 – 11.30 a.m.
December 1st, January 5th, February 2nd.
Craft Group: 2.00 – 4.00 p.m. December 1st,
January 5th, February 2nd.
Lunch & Linger: 12.00 noon – 2.30 p.m.
December 8th, January 12th, February 9th.
Carpet Bowls: Thursdays 1.45 – 4.00 p.m.

THE PILGRIM CHURCH

Film Club: 2.00 p.m. December 10th,
January 14th, February 11th.

Blakeney

Church Concert: 7.00 p.m. December 11th.

Community Garden: open daily.

Shrove Tuesday: pancakes served 12.00
noon – 2.00 p.m. March 1st, tickets £5.00.

Carols in the Courtyard: 6.00 p.m. December
21st.
Walsingham

NEW HOLKHAM

Services followed by refreshments: 4.30 p.m.
December 12th, January 9th, February 13th.

Services: 2.30 p.m. last Sunday in the month

Carol Service: 6.00 p.m. December 16th.

Carol Service: 2.30 p.m. December 12th led
by Beryl Flood.

THURSFORD

SCULTHORPE AND FAKENHAM

Services: fortnightly at 6.30 p.m.

Services: alternate Sundays at 11.00 a.m.

Carol Service: 6.30 p.m. December 19th led
by Aileen Fox.

Carol Service: 11.00 a.m. December 19th.
23

WATTON

STIBBARD

Services: every Sunday at 10.30 a.m. and
6.30 p.m.

Services; every Sunday at 11.00 a.m.
Ecumenical Prayers and Coffee: 10.30 a.m.
alternate Tuesdays.

Carol Service: 10.30 a.m. December 19th led
by Jacqui and Jen.

Lunch @ The Centre: 12.30 p.m. December
8th, January 12th, February 9th.

Christmas Eve Service: 7.00 p.m. led by Rev
Jacqui.
Christmas Day Service: 10.00 a.m. led by
Deacon Jen.

Railway Film Afternoons with Tea and Cake:
2.30 p.m. December 4th, January 8th,
February 5th.

Wednesday Coffee Morning: 9.30 – 11.30
a.m. December 1st, February 2nd.

Quiz Night @ The Centre: 7.30 p.m.
February 25th.
Circuit Choir Practice: 7.30 p.m. December
3rd, 17th, January 7th, 21st, February 4th,
18th.

HOLT
Services: every Sunday at 11.00 a.m.
Friday Prayer Time: 9.30 a.m. on Fridays.

HINGHAM

Carol Service: 11.00 a.m. December 12 led
by Rev Cliff.

Services: every Sunday at 10.30 a.m.

Lights to Remember Service: 7.30 p.m.
December 16th.

Coffee Shop with stalls and children’s
crafty corner: 10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon
December 4th, January 8th, February 5th.

Christmas Day Service: 9.30 a.m. led by Rev
Cliff.
Christmas Fayre: December 11th 10.30a.m.
– 1.30 p.m.

LITCHAM
Services: every Sunday at 10.30 a.m.

FULMODESTON

Coffee Mornings: 10.30 a.m. – 12.00 noon
every Thursday

Services: alternate Sundays at 2.30 p.m.

Concert of new music for Christmas: 7.00
p.m. December 3rd.

Carol Services: 3.00 p.m. December 19th
united service at the Parish Church
2.30 pm. January 2nd in our chapel.

SPORLE

GREAT ELLINGHAM

Services: 11.00 a.m. first Sunday in the
month.

Services: alternate Sundays at 2.30 p.m. in
the school room

United service with St Mary’s (in the chapel)
on the third Sunday in the month

Carol Service: 11.00 a.m. December 19th,
led by Rev Jan May.
24

GRESSENHALL

WELLS
with Churches Together in Wells

Services: alternate Sundays at 2.30 p.m.

Services: every Sunday at 11.00 a.m.

Carol Service: 2.30 p.m. December 19th
followed by Afternoon Tea at 12 Chequers
Lane with jams, marmalade and chutneys for
sale.

Prayer and Praise: Every Wednesday at
10.30 a.m. (except December 22nd and
29th).
Carol Service: 11.00 a.m. December 19th led
by Rev Cliff.

MATTISHALL

Christmas Day Family Service: 11.00 a.m.
led by Rev Cliff.

Services: every Sunday at 2.30 p.m.
Monthly Charity Coffee Mornings: 10.00 –
11.30 a.m. December 18th, January 15th,
February 19th.

New Year Service: 11.00 a.m. January 2nd
led by Rev Colin Garwood.

TITTLESHALL

CIRCUIT MEETINGS

Services: every Sunday at 9.30 a.m.

Wednesday 16th March 2022 on Zoom
Wednesday 15th June 2022 at Swaffham

Coffee Mornings: 10.30 a.m. – 12.00 noon
every Wednesday.

All meetings begin at 7.15 p.m.

Carol Service: 3.00 p.m. December 5th.

NORTHERN PRAYER
FELLOWSHIP
Bible Study and prayer: 7.15 p.m. alternate
Monday evenings via Zoom
December 6th, 20th, January 17th 31st,
February 14th, 28th.
Contact Glyn Constantine:
glynandang@gmail.com

BIG SUNDAY
The Circuit will worship
together on

27th February
At 10.30 a.m. on Zoom or as
arranged by individual
churches
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DATES FOR PRAYER AND SUPPORT
Continued from page 27

Feb 2
Feb 2
Feb 2
Feb 4
Feb 5
Feb 5
Feb 6
Feb 8
Feb 9
Feb 9
Feb 10
Feb 10
Feb 11
Feb 12
Feb 13
Feb 14
Feb 16
Feb 17
Feb 18
Feb 18
Feb 18
Feb 19
Feb 23
Feb 24
Feb 24
Feb 25
Feb 27
Feb 28
Mar 1

10.00-11.30
2.00-3.00
2.00-4.00
7.30 pm
10.00-12.00
2.30 pm
11.00 am
10.30-12.00
12.00-2.30
12.30 pm
12.00 noon
2.30-4.00
2.00 pm
3.00 pm
4.30 pm
7.15 pm
2.00-3.00
10.00 am
10.30-1.30
2.00 pm
7.30 pm
10.00-11.30
10.30-12.00
10.00 am
2.30-4.00
7.30 pm
tba
7.15 pm
12.00-2.00

Coffee Morning
Drop-in
Craft Group
Circuit Choir Practice
Coffee Shop with Stalls and Children’s Crafty Corner
Railway Film Afternoon
This week’s service followed by Bring & Share Lunch
Knit and Natter
Lunch & Linger
Lunch @ The Centre
Lunch Club
Swaffham Friendship Group
Film Club
Valentine’s Party
Service followed by refreshments
Bible Study and Prayer (Northern Prayer Fellowship)
Drop-in
Coffee Morning
Bible Study for the Deaf Church
Prayer Meeting
Circuit Choir Practice
Charity Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Cards and Chatter
Swaffham Friendship Group
Quiz Night @ The Centre
BIG SUNDAY
Bible Study and Prayer (Northern Prayer Fellowship)
Shrove Tuesday—pancakes served

Toftwood MC
Beetley MC
Toftwood MC
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Hingham MC
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Toftwood MC
Garvestone MC
Toftwood MC
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Dereham Trinity
Swaffham MC
Toftwood MC
Dereham Trinity
Walsingham MC
Zoom
Beetley MC
Dereham Trinity
Toftwood MC
Garvestone MC
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Mattishall MC
Wendling MC
Dereham Trinity
Swaffham MC
Stibbard M Ch Centre
The whole Circuit
Zoom
Toftwood MC

REGULAR Weekly dates for prayer Further details elsewhere in The Link.
Daily
Mon
Mon
Tues
Tues
Wed
Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Fri
Fri

All day
9.30-12.00
7.00-8.30
10.00-12.00
10.30 am
10.30-12.00
10.30 am
10.00-12.00
10.30-12.00
2.00-4.00
9.30 am
9.30 am
1.00-3.00

Community Garden
Weekly Lace Group
Guides
The Meeting Place Drop-in
Ecumenical Prayers and Coffee (fortnightly)
Coffee Morning
Prayer and Praise
The Meeting Place Drop-in (December only)
Coffee Morning
Bowls Club
Friday Prayer Time
Power of Prayer Group
Chapel open to visitors
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Blakeney MC
Toftwood MC
Toftwood MC
Swaffham MC
Stibbard
Tittleshall MC
Wells MC
Swaffham MC
Litcham MC
Toftwood MC
Holt MC
Swaffham MC
Walsingham MC

DATES FOR PRAYER AND SUPPORT
Continued from page 28

Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 20
Dec 21
Dec 23
Dec 24
Dec 24
Dec 25
Dec 25
Dec 25
Dec 25
Dec 25
Jan 2
Jan 2
Jan 2
Jan 5
Jan 5
Jan 5
Jan 5
Jan 6
Jan 7
Jan 8
Jan 8
Jan 9
Jan 13
Jan 14
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 12
Jan 13
Jan 15
Jan 17
Jan 19
Jan 20
Jan 21
Jan 21
Jan 21
Jan 27
Jan 30
Jan 31
Feb 2
Feb 2
Feb 3

2.00 pm
2.30 pm
3.00 pm
6.00 pm
6.30 pm
7.15 pm
6.00 pm
2.30-4.00
10.45am
7.00 pm
9.30am
9.30 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
2.30 pm
9.30 am
10.00-11.30
2.00-3.00
2.00-4.00
10.30 am
7.30 pm
10.00-12.00
2.30 pm
4.30 pm
2.30-4.00
2.00 pm
10.30-12.00
12.00-2.30
12.30 pm
12.00 noon
10.00-11.30
7.15 pm
2.00-3.00
10.00 am
10.30-1.30
2.00 pm
7.30 pm
2.30-4.00
10.30 am
7.15 pm
9.30 am
9.30-11.30
10.30 am

Carol Service
Saham Hills MC
Carol Service followed by Afternoon Tea
Gressenhall MC
United Carol Service
Fulmodeston Parish Ch
Carol Service
Beetley MC
Carol Service
Thursford MC
Bible Study and Prayer (Northern Prayer Fellowship)
Zoom
Carols in the Courtyard
Blakeney MC
Swaffham Friendship Group
Swaffham MC
Christmas Communion Service
Dereham Trinity
Christmas Eve service
Watton MC
Christmas Day Service
Holt MC
Christmas Day Service
Toftwood MC
Christmas Day Service
Swaffham MC
Christmas Day Service
Watton MC
Christmas Day Family Service
Wells MC
This week’s service followed by Bring & Share Lunch Toftwood MC
New Year Service
Wells MC
Carol Service
Fulmodeston MC
Prayer Meeting
Beetley MC
Coffee Morning
Toftwood MC
Drop-in
Beetley MC
Craft Group
Toftwood MC
Mid-week Communion
Dereham Trinity
Circuit Choir Practice
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Coffee Shop with Stalls and Children’s Crafty Corner Hingham MC
Railway Film Afternoon
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Service followed by refreshments
Walsingham MC
Swaffham Friendship Group
Swaffham MC
Film Club
Toftwood MC
Knit and Natter
Garvestone MC
Lunch & Linger
Toftwood MC
Lunch @ The Centre
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Lunch Club
Dereham Trinity
Charity Coffee Morning
Mattishall MC
Bible Study and Prayer (Northern Prayer Fellowship)
Zoom
Drop-in
Beetley MC
Coffee Morning
Dereham Trinity
Bible Study for the Deaf Church
Toftwood MC
Prayer Meeting
Garvestone MC
Circuit Choir Practice
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Swaffham Friendship Group
Swaffham MC
Covenant Service (with St. George’s, Saham Toney)
Saham Hills MC
Bible Study and Prayer (Northern Prayer Fellowship)
Zoom
Prayer Meeting
Beetley MC
Wednesday Coffee Morning
Watton MC
Mid-week Communion
Dereham Trinity
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DATES FOR YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT
Further details on pages 26-27
Dec 1
Dec 1
Dec 1
Dec 1
Dec 1
Dec 2
Dec 3
Dec 3
Dec 4
Dec 4
Dec 4
Dec 4
Dec 5
Dec 5
Dec 6
Dec 7
Dec 8
Dec 8
Dec 9
Dec 9
Dec 10
Dec 11
Dec 11
Dec 12
Dec 12
Dec 12
Dec 12
Dec 14
Dec 15
Dec 16
Dec 16
Dec 17
Dec 17
Dec 18
Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 19
Dec 19

9.30 am
9.30-11.30
10.00-11.30
2.00-3.00
2.00-4.00
10.30 am
7.00 pm
7.30 pm
9.30-12.00
10.00-12.00
10.00-12.00
2.30 pm
11.00 am
3.00 pm
7.15 pm
2.45 pm
12.00-2.30
12.30 pm
12.00 noon
2.30-4.00
2.00 pm
10.30-130
7.00 pm
11.00 am
1.30-4.30
2.30 pm
4.30 pm
10.30-12.00
2.00-3.00
6.00 pm
7.30 pm
2.00 pm
7.30 pm
10.00-11.30
10.30 am
10.30am
10.45am
10.45 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
11.00 am

Prayer Meeting
Beetley MC
Wednesday Coffee Morning
Watton MC
Coffee Morning
Toftwood MC
Drop-in
Beetley MC
Craft Group
Toftwood MC
Mid-week Communion
Dereham Trinity
Concert of new music for Christmas
Litcham MC
Circuit Choir Practice
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Christmas Special Coffee Morning
Swaffham MC
Coffee Shop with Stalls and Children’s Crafty Corner Hingham MC
Christmas Coffee Morning
Saham Hills MC
Railway Film Afternoon
Stibbard M Ch Centre
This week’s service followed by Bring & Share Lunch Toftwood MC
Carol Service
Tittleshall MC
Bible Study and Prayer (Northern Prayer Fellowship)
Zoom
Women’s Own
Dereham Trinity
Lunch & Linger
Toftwood MC
Lunch @ The Centre
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Lunch Club
Dereham Trinity
Swaffham Friendship Group
Swaffham MC
Film Club
Toftwood MC
Christmas Fayre
Holt MC
Church Concert
Toftwood MC
Carol Service
Holt MC
Deaf Church Christmas Carol Service
Toftwood MC
Carol Service
New Holkham
Service followed by refreshments
Walsingham MC
Knit and Natter
Garvestone MC
Drop-in
Beetley MC
Carol Service
Walsingham MC
Light to Remember Service
Holt MC
Prayer Meeting
Garvestone MC
Circuit Choir Practice
Stibbard M Ch Centre
Charity Coffee Morning
Mattishall MC
Carol Service
Watton MC
Carol Service
Wendling MC
Carol Service
Dereham Trinity
Carol Service
Swaffham MC
Carol Service
Great Ellingham MC
Carol Service
Sculthorpe & Fakenham MC
Carol Service
Toftwood MC
Carol Service
Wells MC
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