Jesus and The Thankful Leper
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Introduction: Ask the children if they remember the last time they were poorly and ask them to talk
about it?
Activity: Play ‘Mummy Maker Game’. Using a toilet roll or old bandages, choose a child/children to
be wrapped up like an Egyptian mummy. Put 5 minutes on a timer and help wrap the child of choice
in the toilet roll or bandages. Or you could play ‘I Am Thankful For…’ game: A leader starts with ‘I
am thankful for… food’, then the next person needs to say ‘I am thankful for food’ and then add an
object like ‘clothes’. The next person would say ‘I am thankful for food, clothes… and water’. The
game keeps going until someone repeats or forgets an item. See what the highest number of items
you can get to. Younger children will need help with this activity.
Sing: Great Big God, Superhero, Lighthouse, Wiggle Freeze, Wiggle like a worm or Thankful on You
Tube at https://youtu.be/U_ewLEvA8_o.
Talk: Have you ever had a rash on your arms or legs which itched and burned? Who looked after
you, or helped you when this happened/when you were poorly? Did you have any medicine to help
you get better? How did you feel when you got better? Today we are going to be talking about 10
Lepers that Jesus healed. Leprosy is a skin disease which is like a rash that itches and burns so you
might understand how the people in today’s story felt. Leprosy was thought to be
contagious/catching, so people with leprosy in Jesus’ time would be thrown out of the village - no
one would go near them as they were frightened that they would get leprosy too.
Watch/Read: Lottie’s You Tube video on The Thankful Leaper on You Tube at
https://youtu.be/1eOvgAkj2WA or read the story of The Ten Lepers (p405 of The Beginners Bible),
or Luke 17:11-19
Discussion: How many Lepers were there in the story/video? 10. Where did Jesus tell them to go?
To the priest. In Jesus’ time, a priest had to confirm that a person who had leprosy was clear of it
and therefore ‘clean’ so they could return home again. It was believed in Jesus’ time that people
with Leprosy were unclean and Jews were not allowed to go near anything that was seen as
unclean. What happened when they were on their way to the priest? They were healed. How
many of the healed lepers came back and thanked Jesus? 1. What do you think this tells us? It tells
us to be like the one leper with a thankful heart and remember to say thank you to God. What
things can we be grateful for? Food, water, clothes, families, friends, homes etc. How can we say
thank you to God? This week, can you try and thank God for all the good things he has given you,
but also thank others that do things for you? How about thanking your mum/dad/nan/carer for the
food they make or the clothes they wash. See how many times you can say thank you this week!
Pray: Dear Jesus Thank you for . . . . . . . {Ask the children to say something they are grateful for, one
after each other} Please help us to always have a thankful heart and an attitude of gratitude. Amen.
Make: A Thank You Card for someone to say thank you for something they have done for you.
Don’t forget to make one for God to thank him for all the great things he has done for you. Take a
piece of A4 card/paper, fold it in half width ways to make an A5 card, take a plaster and make a
plaster man on the card by sticking the plaster in the centre of the card and then drawing a face,
hands and feet on to the plaster. You could add googly eyes for the eyes. Then decorate the card
by writing thank you or drawing a scene or love hearts as shown below.
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Make: Make some Ginger bread people with the recipe below or buy mini ones from a local
supermarket. Then using icing either using 100g of icing sugar and a few drops of water to make
icing or buy icing pens for the children to draw a sad face and white or red spots on one ginger
person and a smiley face on the other. Explain to the children that the spotty sad person has
leprosy and the smiley person with no spots has been healed and is thankful!
Make: Jesus heals 10 lepers craft. Give each child a piece of paper and help them to draw around
both hands side by side. Cut out the hands and glue them onto a piece of coloured
card/paper/sugar paper. Ask the children to draw a different face and hair onto each digit (fingers
and thumb). Ask the children to draw a heart onto one of their finger characters, they could also
write a speech bubble saying thank you coming from this character. Help the children to write
Jesus healed 10 lepers but only 1 said “Thank You” Have a thankful heart or Attitude of Gratitude!
Make: Jesus Heals 10 Lepers Ragdoll. Print out the template on card, if possible one for each child.
Cut and tear out some tunics from cotton fabric to make them look raggy. Cut/rip some off-white
fabric (old bandages will work really well) into strips. Ask the children to draw a smiley face on one
side of the person and a sad face on the other side. Then let the children colour it in. Place the
tunic over the head of the person and glue to the body. Then stick the off-white strips of
fabric/bandages to the arms and legs on the sad face side. You could then stick your person to a
lollipop stick so that you can swap them between a leper on the sad side and then turn it over to
the happy person healed by Jesus. You could act out the story. Don’t forget to go back and thank
Jesus!
Copy: The attached and colour in colouring pages, search for the objects and the words, do the
crosswords and the anagrams.
Play: - Let the children play with Happy people or other roleplay toys - they could re-enact the story
if they like. You may like to play the M&M Thankful Game as detailed below: you will need a bag of
M&Ms, or Skittles or smarties (you just might need to change the colour). Allow each child to take
turns in taking a sweet and then ask them to tell you what they are grateful for from that category
i.e. A person, a place, a food etc see below for more details.

Mummy Maker Game

Thank You Card

Healed Gingerbread Men

Ginger Bread People Recipe
Ingredients makes 12
8 oz plain flour
1tsp baking powder
1tsp bicarbonate of soda
1tsp ground ginger
85ml oil
3oz brown sugar
3oz golden syrup
Optional
2-3tbsp of warm water if needed to help mixture stick together more
Method
Heat the oven to 160C or gas mark 5.
Place all the ingredients in a bowl and mix together to form a soft dough add the warm water if needed.
Flour a flat surface and roll out the dough to 1cm thick. Then with a gingerbread person cutter cut out as many
people as possible.
Grease a baking tray with butter and gently place the person on the tray. Place the tray in the centre of the oven and
cook for about 10 minutes.

Jesus Healed 10 Lepers hand craft

Jesus heals ten lepers Ragdoll

