12" November, 2023

The paper-version Service

To Begin: Find a Bible and a
S comfortable place. If safe,
light a candle and read prayerfully through the service. If you
have access to worship music, choose a song and listen to it

The Good
Shepherd

Four Marks

Responding to Love

as you begin or read, or even sing, the song from this Sunday’s Service.

Opening Prayer: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song:

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of
the Lord!

Unnumbered blessings give my
spirit voice;

tender to me the promise of his
word —

in God my Saviour shall my heart
rejoice.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of
his name!

Make known his might, the deeds
his arm has done;

his mercy sure, from age to age the
same —

his holy name: the Lord, the Mighty
One.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of
his might!

Powers and dominions lay their
glory by;

proud hearts and stubborn wills are
put to flight,

the hungry fed, the humble lifted
high.

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his
word!

Firm is his promise, and his mercy
sure:

tell out, my soul, the greatness of
the Lord

to children’s children and for
evermore!



The Sermon by Rev. Howard Wright
Read Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 5:1-10: Jesus is Peace

As we come to another Remembrance Sunday, sadly we continue to live in
a time of war, a time of uncertainty. We have the on-going war Israel and
Gaza, the Ukraine and Russia. And there are also conflicts continuing in
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Central African Republic, Burkina Faso, Libya, Mali,
Somalia, South Sudan, Syria, and something like another 24 other places in
our world. And we face climate change with strange and violent weather
affecting all life on earth. And there are the challenges of global national
and personal poverty. And global pollution, public disorder in our own
nation, and a lack of trust in political, financial, and social leadership.
Our world is a bit broken. It is a dark world.

I'm struck by the number of conversations I'm having with people which
express fear about what kind of world we’re in. What kind of people are we
going to be in this situation? What does it mean to be someone who
believes in God in this situation?

Paul wrote: ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.’
(v.12) How can we be joyful people and patient people in today’s situations
and circumstances? | think Romans 12 helps us.

But | want to start with what Jesus says: ‘Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9)

God invites us into family, and if we reach out to God and receive that
invitation of God, we are part of his family. Family is important to us, we
want to be a people who belong and God calls us into family, his family.
God says ‘come’ and be loved, come and know and be known, be part of my
family. Join in with the family life, take on the family values and likeness.
God is in the business of peace-making. ‘Blessed are the peacemakers for
they will be called children of God.” God wants us to have peace with him,
he wants us to have peace with his world, with creation, he wants us to
have peace with each other and he wants us to be at peace with ourselves.

Many of us don't live in peace with ourselves, and many of us don't live
at settled peace with others. We might agree with much that we read in our
Romans 12 reading about loving others, and we might believe this is how
we behave. But many of us also have those that we make exceptions, those



who are outside our circle of love for whatever reason. They may have
wronged us, insulted us, or those that we do love. We may be signed up for
blessing those who persecute us, not repaying anyone evil with evil, and
defeating evil with good — but just not them!

There was, and is, no one outside of Jesus’ circle! He loves us all, so
much that, while we were still far off, his enemies, he gives is life for us.
Christians and the Christian Church should reflect God’s character. Taking
on his family likeness. We should, and need to be, an example to others of
how to live in peace. Jesus longs for us to live in peace with him, his father,
and with each other — read John 17.

The world needs more than ever to hear about this God of peace, the
one who give life, hope and belonging. We can be, joyful in hope, we can be
patient in affliction, and we can be faithful in prayer (v.12) pointing others
to Jesus, living lives of love and peace.

Read again the Romans reading and commit yourself again, to be a
person who lives in the likeness of Jesus, being a peacemaker in your family,
communities, and as much as you have influence, in the world. And,
commit to praying for peace, for the peacemakers in the families,
communities and countries suffering from conflict.



Third Sunday before Advent: Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things in
your beloved Son, the King of all: govern the hearts and minds of those in
authority, and bring the families of the nations, divided and torn apart by the
ravages of sin, to be subject to his just and gentle rule; who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing to be declared over yourselves, The Good Shepherd, the communities
around us and our whole nation. ‘The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord
make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face
towards you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26 NIV).

The Notices: We are now holding services in the building on Sundays at 8am
and 9.30am, and are live streaming the 9.30 service. This Paper Service will
continue for the moment and is generally available the week after the service.

e Teaand Chat & Bowls: Wed. Nov. 15" at 2pm, Church Hall and Church.

e Coffee and Questions: Nov. 22" & Jan 24" at 11am, in Church Hall.

e Christmas Party for Chatters, Bowlers and Coffee & Questioners: Wed. Dec
20" at 2pm, Church Hall.

Carol Services 5pm and 7pm December 17",

Tea and Praise: TBA.

COGS Tots: 2" Mondays.

COGS Tinytots: Monday mornings.

Messy Church: Second Sundays of the month.



