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Come and join Mattie and Hattie on their 
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Church with Mattie and Hattie

Come on
Hattie.

Today we are
going to
 HOLY

COMMUNION.

This book is a child’s guide to the service of Holy Communion,
Order One, from Common Worship.

Its aim is to allow children to engage in the liturgy of the church
in a way that is suitable for them.

It can be used as a child’s Sunday service booklet alongside
the liturgy that the adults are using, or used with a group of children

in churches or schools.

‘I hope you enjoy the journey of Mattie and Hattie in this booklet.
Just as they are making a journey, I pray that you are able to 

travel with them and be guided to learn more about God's love for 
you and to grow in Jesus' way, which is just the best way to be 

that you could imagine.’
The Rt Revd Mike Harrison, Bishop of Dunwich
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I am drawing
something I 
saw at my 
church.

Welcome to our Church... Everyone is welcome here! 
Before the service starts, have a look around.

Maybe you’re in a very old building where people have come
to pray, sing and worship God for hundreds of years.

Maybe you’re in a brand new church, someone’s home
or even outside. 

Christians can
worship God anywhere.

What can you see around you?

1. Candle

2. Tree

3. Chair

4. Flower

5. Cross

6. Table 

7. Something red

8. Something green

9. Something golden

10. Something wooden
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     Hi, my name is Mattie.    
    This is my sister, Hattie

and our baby brother, Little Mo.
We are the church mice.

We are really excited to see you
       and will help you through the service.
     

Hi,
I’m Hattie.
It’s great to

see you.
The service

starts
     on the next page.

Are you ready?
Look out

for the words
in bold.

We say them
together.

Keep your eyes open for -
our guide in red to help you 

and some TRICKY WORDS in green…*

See if you can 
spot me on the 
pages of this 

book.

*For some help with the tricky words see pages 29 and 30.
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Christians
sometimes

make the sign of the cross.
Do you know why this sign

is important?
 I touch my head, my tummy,
   my left shoulder and
     my right shoulder.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

GOD’S FAMILY GATHERS TOGETHER 

The MINISTER will welcome us.
 Then we stand to sing a hymn.

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you 
and also with you.

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.        

Sometimes we sit
and sometimes

we kneel to say our 
prayers.

At the end we say
‘Amen’ which means 

‘we agree.’

We sit or kneel to pray.
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of
your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

We remain standing for the OFFERTORY hymn. 
The Minister receives our offerings

and says a prayer. The Lord be with you
and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Blessed are you,
Lord God of all creation,
through your goodness
we have this bread and wine
to set before you,
which human hands have made. 
They will become for us
the bread of life 
and cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God
for ever. 

We remain standing for the EUCHARISTIC PRAYER.
Get ready to join in.

We are taking the 
bread and the wine 

to the Minister.
Sometimes we take 

our money too.

The next part of the 
prayer tells the story
of Jesus and
the Last Supper.

GOD’S FAMILY REMEMBERS
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We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

I follow everyone
to the altar rail.

The Minister gives me  
bread and wine. I feel 

close to Jesus.

I go up
for a blessing.
I take my book
so the Minister

knows to bless me.
I feel special.

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of
your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you
our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

Gracious God, 
here at this table we have been
in the company of Jesus,
our Saviour and Redeemer. 
You have revealed your
loving ways to us in bread
and wine.
Now, as your light has
illuminated our lives,
help us to be a light
for others. 
Amen. 

After Communion, we say together
one of these prayers.
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Go in peace
to love and serve

the Lord.

We stand as the Minister leaves.We sit for the church notices.
We stand for a hymn and the blessing. 

In the name
of Christ.

Amen. The peace of God, which
passes all understanding,
keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge
and love of God, and of his Son
Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you
always.
Amen.

GOD’S FAMILY IS SENT OUT 

I watch
the Minister
bless us all.

Jesus goes 
with us.
He is always 
there.

GOD’S FAMILY IS BLESSED
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APOSTOLIC (page 16)
The belief that the church continues the 
same ministry as it was founded by Jesus 
Christ and his Apostles (disciples) at 
Pentecost.

BAPTISM (page 16)
A ceremony of immersion in, or sprinkling 
with, water to symbolise cleansing from 
sin, and entry to the Christian community.
 
BIBLE (page 13) 
The Christian holy book (scriptures)
which tells of God’s dealings with people 
and contains stories of Jesus and his 
teachings.

CATHOLIC (page 16) 
This can refer to the Roman Catholic 
Church but in the creed it means 
universal, or all Christian churches.

CHRIST (page 15)
A Greek word mean ‘anointed one’ or king, 
equivalent to ‘messiah’ in Hebrew.  It is 
like a title Christians give Jesus; it is not 
a surname.

COLLECT (page 12)
A short general prayer with a particular 
structure.  There are special collects for 
different times of the church year, and 
for different occasions.

CONFESSION (page 7)
This is when people admit they do things 
wrong, or fail to do things they should do.  
Christians may confess their sins or 
shortcomings together at church.

CREED (page 15)
A summary of Christian belief, often said 
or sung as part of a church service.  The 
Nicene Creed was adopted by the Council 
of Nicaea in 325.
  
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (page 20)
A prayer said by the priest as the bread 
and wine is prepared for Holy Communion.  
‘Eucharist’ means ‘thanksgiving’;  it is 
often used as the name for this service.
 
FORGIVENESS (pages 7 & 10)
This is when things we do wrong are not 
counted against us.  Christians believe God 
is full of forgiveness and gives them the 
chance for a NEW START (page 7).

GLORIA (page 11)
A special hymn of praise to God, 
proclaiming God’s wonder and greatness. 
‘Gloria’ is the Latin word for ‘glory’.

GOSPEL (page 14)
An old word meaning ‘good news’.  There 
are four ‘gospel’ books in the Bible, which 
Christians believe contain the ‘good news’ 
of Jesus, the Saviour of the world.

HOLY COMMUNION (title page)
When Christians share bread and wine, as 
Jesus commanded his disciples at the Last 
Supper.  Jesus said the bread and wine 
were his ‘body and blood’ given for the 
salvation of the world.  This service may 
also be called Eucharist, Mass or the 
Lord’s Supper. 
  
INCARNATE (page 15)
The belief that God became human in the 
birth of Jesus.  Because of this, Christians 
believe Jesus shows what God is like, and 
understands what it is like to be human. 

MERCY (page 8)
To show mercy is to be kind to someone 
who deserves to be in trouble for what 
they have done or failed to do.

MINISTER (page 5)
A general name for a Christian leader.  
Other names are priest, vicar, rector.  
Sometimes the leader at Holy Communion 
is called the ‘president’.

OFFERTORY (page 19)
The presentation of gifts to God.  Here it 
means the gifts of bread and wine, to be 
used in Holy Communion, and the gift of 
money, to be used in God’s service.

PEACE (page 18)
Christians exchange a ‘sign of peace’ (a 
handshake, kiss or hug) to show they are 
willing to forgive each other for things 
that have come between them.  It is like 
‘making up’.
 
REPENTANCE (page 7)
To really regret a thought or action, to 
confess it and to promise to turn around, 
or away, from doing it again.

SALVATION (page 15)
Being rescued from all that is wrong, and 
enabled to live a new life in God’s service.  
Christians believe Jesus saves them; he is 
their Saviour.  Jesus means ‘he saves’.

SERMON (page 14)
This is a talk about the Bible readings to 
teach Christians more about God’s love 
and how best to live God’s way.  It may 
be called a ‘homily’.

SINS (page 7)
Shortcomings, ways in which people ‘fall 
short’ of being perfect.  Sometimes people 
do what they know is wrong; sometimes 
they know the right thing to do but don’t 
do it. 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
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