A message from the Reverend Mark Badger, Area Dean
By now many of us will have had messages of ‘Merry Christmas, Happy
Christmas, Happy Holidays, and Tiding of Great Joy delivered through
our doors.
Sadly, for many, Christmas is not always a time of unadulterated
goodness and light. For those who have suffered loss —whether a
parent, a child, a beloved partner, friend, a cherished pet a job or
simply meeting with friends —Christmas can also be a frightfully painful
season, more a reminder of what’s been taken away than what's been
given!
The last two years have been very difficult and there are many who will
be feeling a sense of loss. The lights, decorations, parties, gifts and
festivities make this a time of year that people look forward to, however,
it is also one of the toughest times of the year for people who
have experienced loss.
Few of us imagined when we first heard of the coronavirus that we
would now be approaching our second Christmas of a global
pandemic yet as those we look forward to celebrating again the
coming of Jesus into our world, we can do so with hope.
(continued….)

(...continued)
Hope is a portion or part of faith. I suppose you could say that faith
and hope are overlapping realities: hope is faith in the future tense.
So much of faith is hope. Our hope is grounded in the rock-solid
statement that "God didn't spare his own son." God’s love for each
and every one of us is so immense, so perfect and everlasting that
nothing can separate us from it – as it says in the bible nothing can
separate us from the love of God that is show to us and lavished
upon us through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
This is the Christian HOPE in God in Jesus Christ. It is the confident
affirmation that God is faithful, that he will complete what He has
begun. It is also, therefore, that confident expectation which waits
patiently and ardently for God's purposes to be fulfilled.
In Jesus, the Christ Child of Bethlehem, the crucified Messiah, we
have hope for the future — that we will be redeemed. In him we
have hope for the present — that we are not alone, but are loved
and have purpose. Hope even over the past — that our failures are
not greater than God’s power to transform.
The message of Christmas is that in the darkness and despair of the
world around us, in a world of hatred and violence, in a world where
many are excluded, a child was born. And with the birth of the
Christ Child, a light that can never be extinguished began to shine.
It was and is a light that brings hope and promise to all humankind.
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.
2 Corinthians 2:15

We’d love to hear MORE stories from across the Deanery of how God is moving and
building his Church. If you’ve got something to share, get in touch at
e: sarah.kelsey@motov8.org.uk

your local Christian bookshop

If you have a book recommendation that you think would encourage
others in the Deanery, we’d love to hear from you.
e: sarah.kelsey@motov8.org.uk
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Time Apart: Poetry and the Epiphany
`TIME APART`- A `Quiet` Day: at Holland House (our Diocesan Retreat
House in Pershore) led by the Rev.Paul Hunt.
The theme: `Poetry and the Epiphany`
Saturday January 15th 2022, from 10am
to 4 pm
Cost £35 (including lunch and tea)
ALL WELCOME
Find out more at www.hollandhouse.org or
(01386) 860330
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