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From Liturgy to Life 1:
invited into the life of God

Four main sections

v

The Gathering

Welcome and Greeting

In the name of the Father; and of the Son, { Begins (and ends) with God
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

or

Relationship with
one another in God

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father, ¢
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all
and also with you

The president welcomes people and introduces the Eucharist,
which may lead into an introduction to the

Prayers of Penitence Relationship in three words:
1 - Sorry
The president introduces a time for recollection,
before inviting the people to join in the confession

Let us confess our sins to Almighty God.

Either this confession
Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

Holy Eucharist 1
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Thinking of Penitence: where do we put the emphasis?

Luke 15 puts the emphasis on God’s action.

or this penitential Kyrie, when short sentences (such as those printed here) may be
used, with a congregational response
You came to invite sinners to the feast of your Father’s kingdom.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

You are the one in whom we find the forgiveness of sins
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

You pray for us at the right hand of the Father.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

This or another absolution or prayer for forgiveness is said by the president
May almighty God have mercy upon us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

2 Holy Eucharist
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Relationship in three words:
2 - Thanks

Gloria in Excelsis

The Gloria is used on Sundays and festivals and may be used on any occasion
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect Relationship in three words:
3 - Please

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words ‘Let us pray’ or a
more specific bidding.

The Collect is said, and all reply
Amen.

Holy Eucharist 3
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Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to
listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats
with them.”

So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the
ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost
until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls
together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, ‘Rejoice
with me, for [ have found my sheep that was lost. Just so, I tell
you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.

“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of
them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search
carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbours, saying, ‘Rejoice with me,
for I have found the coin that I had lost. Just so, I tell you, there
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of
the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all
he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had
spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need.

‘So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would
gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were
eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to
himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have
bread enough and to spare, but here [ am dying of hunger! |
will get up and go to my father, and [ will say to him, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.””’

So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran
and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son
said to him, ‘Father, [ have sinned against heaven and before
you; [ am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best
one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. And get the fatted calf and Kkill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.

Luke 15:1-24
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Love 111

Love bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back,
Guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning
If I lack’d anything.

‘A guest, [ answer’d, ‘worthy to be here:’
Love said, ‘You shall be he.

‘I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear,
[ cannot look on Thee!

Love took my hand and smiling did reply,
‘Who made the eyes but [?’

‘Truth, Lord; but I have marr’d them: let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.

‘And know you not, says Love, ‘Who bore the blame?’
‘My dear, then [ will serve.

‘You must sit down, says Love, ‘and taste my meat.
So I did sit and eat.

George Herbert (1593-1633)




