Handout 2.1

Biblical bases for Pastoral Care

Matthew 25: 31 – 46
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, escorted by all the angels, then he will take his
seat on his throne of glory. All the nations will be assembled before him and he will
separate men one from another as the shepherd separates sheep from goats. He will place
on his right hand and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right hand,
“Come, you whom my father has blessed, take for your heritage the kingdom prepared for
you since the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you made me welcome, naked and you clothed
me, sick and you visited me, in prison and you came to see me.” Then the virtuous will say
to him in reply, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? When did we see you a stranger and make you welcome, naked and clothe you, sick
or in prison and go to see you?” And the King will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so far as
you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me.”
Then he will say to those on his left hand, “Go away from me, with your curse upon you, to
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you never gave
me food, I was thirsty and you never gave me anything to drink. I was a stranger and you
never made me welcome. Naked and you never clothed me, sick and in prison and you
never visited me.” Then it will be their turn to ask, “Lord, when did we see you hungry or
thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick or in prison, and did not come to your help?” Then he will
answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so far as you neglected to do this to one of the least of
these, you neglected to do it to me.” And they will go away to eternal punishment and the
virtuous to eternal life.

Acts 6: 1-6
About this time, when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenists made a
complaint against the Hebrews. In the daily distribution their own widows were being
overlooked. So the twelve called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed them, “It
would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food. You, brothers,
must select from yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled with the spirit and with
wisdom. We will hand over this duty to them and continue to devote ourselves to prayer
and to the service of the word. The whole assembly approved of this proposal and elected
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy spirit, together with Philip, Prochurus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these to
the apostles who prayed and laid their hands on them.

