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We petition the Court for a faculty to authorise the followingPlease describe the works or other proposals for which a faculty is sought in the way recommended by
the Diocesan Advisory Committee in its Notification of Advice.
SCHEDULE OF WORKS OR PROPOSALS
Statement of Needs
St Mary's Bowdon serves a parish of almost 7,000 and is situated in the market town of Altrincham in
Greater Manchester.
Bowdon is predominantly an affluent area which attracts professional people. Our growing population is
fairly evenly split between retirees, the middle-aged and those with young or teenage families and this is
reflected in the church’s membership.
The parish is served with three worship spaces - St Mary's church; St Luke's church and the Parish
Centre.
St Mary's church, where the proposed change to the altar frontal/superfrontal is planned, is used for both
traditional and contemporary worship. On Sunday's there are usually 3 services conducted and midweek, a service following the BCP.
Weddings, funerals and baptisms are regularly held at St Mary's.
What is needed?
We use four different altar frontals and superfrontals, depending on the season.
The current red altar frontal, which is thought to be around 160 years old, has deteriorated to such an
extent that it is very fragile
.
We need to replace this altar frontal along with the superfrontal.
The proposal
Our proposal is to purchase a new red altar frontal and super-frontal designed and made by Croft
Designs of Much Wenlock, Shropshire.
A photograph of the proposed frontal is attached to this faculty application.
The new frontal will be attached to the altar using the current method, which is by way of hooks and
eyes. We also attach photographs of the current frontal, which shows the fragile state of the material.
With regard to the current frontal and superfrontal, we plan to store this in the cupboard that is currently
used for the rest of the frontals, which is in the choir vestry. We have considered hanging it in the nave
of St Mary's but have concluded that there is no suitable space.
Why?
The current altar frontal has been repaired many times but has now reached such a state of fragility that it
is likely to fall apart.
Justification
We do not consider that the new altar frontal and super-frontal will harm the significance outline in the
Statement of Significance.

Copies of the Standard Information Form and any drawings, plans, specifications, photographs or other
documents showing the proposals must be provided with this petition.

Wednesday, March 16, 2022 11:50 AM
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Ref:

Church:

Bowdon: St Mary the Virgin

Diocese:

Chester

Archdeaconry: Macclesfield

Created By:

Mr Ian Scott-Dunn

Contact Tel.:

0161 926 8430

Statement of Significance
1) Section 1. Brief history and description of the church building(s), contents, churchyard and
setting
St Mary's is a fine example of Victorian ecclesiology and was built between 1856-60, to the designs of
WH Brakspear. The building retains some of the fabric of its predecessors on the site (said to number 5 in
total), and inside has a good collection of monuments and tombs of various ages.
The church is large and impressive, situated on an elevated position on Richmond Road in Bowdon. It has a five
bay Nave with clerestories, north and south aisles, substantial tower at the west end, a three bay Chancel, south
Chapel and balancing north vestries and Organ chamber. There are north and south Porches at the west end of
the Nave. The aisles are wide and have the C 16th roofs from previous buildings.

2) Section 2: The significance of the church (including its contents and churchyard) in terms of:
i) Its special architectural and historical interest
ii) Any significant features of artistic or archaeological interest

Historic England record - SJ 78 NE BOWDON PARK ROAD (south-east side) 7/58 Church of
Saint Mary the Virgin G.V. II* Church.
1858-60. W.H.Brakspear. Ashlar with slate roof. Nave, aisles, west tower, north and south porches,
transepts, chancel, vestry and Stamford chapel. 5-bay aisles have transomed 5-light C16 style
square-headed windows, weathered buttresses with crocketed pinnacles, (missing on north)
castellations and porch in western bay.
Clerestory has 3-light traceried square headed openings and castellations. 4-stage tower has diagonal
buttresses with crocketed pinnacles, ornate clock faces, 4-light belfry openings, gargoyles, enriched
band and castellations.
The transepts and 3-bay chancel have set back buttresses, 5- light windows and bold corner
pinnacles, otherwise treatment is similar.
Interior: double-chamfered nave arcade with octagonal columns and moulded capitals. Doublechamfered chancel arch and tower arch with traceried screen and bell ringers' gallery. The wide aisles reuse early C16 roofs of a predecessor church and have elaborate gilded and painted bosses.
The nave roof is of an ornate hammer beam construction, the chancel and transepts have archbraced trusses, those in the chancel being elaborately painted.
Monuments include Baguley monument, C14; Brereton monument with 2 recumbent effigies and
canopy, C17; Henry Booth and Mary Warrington monument, a sarcophagus with seated figures in front
of long inscription and open pediment, 1734 by Carpenter; Booth monument with sarcophagus, obelisk,
cherubs, medallions and segmental pediment on Ionic columns also by Carpenter 1735; and Ninth Earl
of Stamford wall plaque, Neo-Wren of 1910 and other wall monuments of C17, C18 and C19. Also
fragments of C8, C 10 and C14 sculpture. Stained glass by Kempe and Clutterbuck and stalls and pulpit
by Temple Moore c.1910.
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3) Assessment of the impact of die proposals on the significance defined in Section 2
The current red altar frontal, which is thought to be around 160 years old, has deteriorated to such an
extent that it is very fragile. We need to replace this altar frontal along with the super-frontal.
With regard to the current frontal and super-frontal, we plan to store this in the cupboard that is currently
used for the rest of the frontals, which is in the choir vestry. We have considered hanging it in the nave
of St Mary's but have concluded that there is no suitable space.
Introduction of a new altar frontal will not impact on the significance of the church building.
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Statement of Needs
General information
St Mary's Bowdon serves a parish of almost 7,000 and is situated in the market town of Altrincham in
Greater Manchester.
Bowdon is predominantly an affluent area which attracts professional people. Our growing population
is fairly evenly split between retirees, the middle-aged and those with young or teenage families and
this is reflected in the church’s membership.
The parish is served with three worship spaces - St Mary's church; St Luke's church and the Parish
Centre.
St Mary's church, where the proposed change to the altar frontal/super-frontal is planned, is used for
both traditional and contemporary worship. On Sunday's there are usually 3 services conducted and
mid-week, a service following the BCP.
Weddings, funerals and baptisms are regularly held at St Mary's.
What is needed?
We use four different altar frontals and super-frontals, depending on the season.
The current red altar frontal, which is thought to be around 160 years old, has deteriorated to such an
extent that it is very fragile and beyond repair.
We need to replace this altar frontal along with the super-frontal.
The proposal
Our proposal is to purchase a new red altar frontal and super-frontal made to a design by Croft
Designs of Much Wenlock, Shropshire.
A photograph of this frontal is attached to this faculty application.
The new frontal will be attached to the altar using the current method, which is by way of hooks and
eyes. We also attach photographs of the current frontal, which shows the fragile state of the material.
With regard to the current frontal and super-frontal, we plan to store this in the cupboard that is
currently used for the rest of the frontals, which is in the choir vestry. We have considered hanging it
in the nave of St Mary's but have concluded that there is no suitable space.
Why?
As explained above, the current altar frontal has been repaired many times but has now reached such a
state of fragility that it is likely to fall apart.
Justification
We do not consider that the new altar frontal and super-frontal will harm the significance outline in
the Statement of Significance.
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CROFT DESIGN
Ecclesiastical Outfitters
Tel. 01952 727632
email: sales@croftdesign.co.uk
www.croftdesign.co.uk

22 Barrow Street, Much Wenlock,
Shropshire. TF13 6EN.

13'h January 2022

Quotation for
Lynda Antonelle
4 Higher Downs
Altrincham
Cheshire
WA14 2QL
Description
Red Florence Brocade Frontal and attached Superfrontal on frame.
Frontal with Dove and Flames Design
Superfrontal to have five embroidered trefoiled crosses

Dimensions
Length (L)
Height (H)
Width (W)

98 12
/ "
37 1/2"
32"
I

Associated items
Burse and Veil. Pulpit Falls etc

Falls not required
Matching burse and veil not required
—111w

Price
Frontal
Associated items
Total Price
Deposit Due

£
£
£
£

2350
N/A
2350
N/A

Before we commence work, we require your written confirmation and the deposit.
The balance is due on completion.
Prices quoted include VAT.
Carriage if required is charged at cost
The price quoted is valid for 30 days from the above date.
Artwork and samples remain the property of Croft Design and should be returned at your earliest convenience.
Directors - Brendon Quinn BA (lions) ACertCM LGMS
VAT Reg GB 111903946

Artist Embroiderer - Julie Quinn BA (lions)

Company Reg 07609089
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Bowdon St Mary – Altar frontal - Correspondence with parish
Attachments are listed according to the numbering on the supporting documents list
•
•

Attachments in blue are included within the proposals section
Attachments in black italics are superseded and not included within the application

Date
25/01/2022
To: Ian Scott-Dunn
From: Katy Purvis
With attachment

Message
Thanks for submitting your application for the new altar frontal. You’ve
ticked the box to say that you’ve uploaded a statement of significance,
but it doesn’t seem to be there. I know it doesn’t seem hugely relevant
in this case, but you still need one, so I attach a word version of the one
you submitted for the previous altar frontal, which would need very
little work to be used here.
If you don’t mind, I will also upload a pdf of all the photos, as it is a bit
easier for review purposes

25/01/2022
To: Katy Purvis
From: Ian ScottDunn

Statement of significance from 2018 altar frontal faculty
Thanks for coming back to me so quickly.
I have amended that Statement of Significance that you sent me and
attach it to this email.

With attachment

Would it be possible to give me an idea when the faculty may be
approved, assuming it will be?

25/01/2022

3) Statement of Significance
Thanks Ian, I will upload that to your application.

To: Ian Scott-Dunn
From: Katy Purvis

25/01/2022
To: Katy Purvis
From: Ian ScottDunn
14/02/2022

I’ve put this on the agenda for the 18th Feb meeting, and I would expect
the DAC to recommend it, although I can’t promise they will. If they do,
it will be prepped and then Caroline will raise the notification of advice
(normally a couple of weeks depending on how many cases are
currently at that stage, and then how many are recommended at the
next meeting). Then you need to factor in the 30 day notice period, and
the time for Jo, Lisa and the Chancellor to process their stages. These
are sequential, so it’s hard to put a time scale on it, as it depends on
each of their workload. I would guess you could hope for faculty by end
of April/early May, maybe earlier if everything lines up really well
I should have mentioned perhaps that the PCC approved the new red
altar fontal last week.
Looking forward to hearing from you.
Thanks for your prompt response to our faculty application to replace
our red altar frontal and super-frontal.

To: Katy Purvis
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From: Ian ScottDunn

I have now managed to get some photographs and do a bit more
investigation as to the history of the current one.
Attached are some photographs of the current frontal and superfrontal on the altar, the new one will be a straight replacement.
We have established from the 2002 Bowdon NDFAS Record (copy of
item attached) that the current frontal is 20th Century and not
Victorian.
The current frontal, we understand, has been repaired at various times
over the years but as can be seen from the attached the damage is
substantial even the velvet is coming off as can be seen on the white
gloves that we use to move any of the altar frontals. The gloves in the
photograph were white just before they were used to move the frontal
to take the photographs above. The other photographs show the
damage to the frontal.
With regard to the current frontal, we shall be storing this with the rest
of our frontals, as we did when we replaced the white frontal a few
years ago. There is ample storage in a cupboard we have in the choir
vestry.
We trust the above information and photographs along with our
faculty application will be sufficient for the DAC to approve the
purchase of the new red frontal and super-frontal.

23/02/2022
To: Ian Scott-Dunn
From: Katy Purvis

7) Further photographs of current altar frontal and 2002 NADFAS
Record excerpt
I’m writing to let you know that at its meeting of 18 February 2022 the
DAC considered the formal application to for the new altar frontal and
resolved to recommend the scheme.
The Committee also wished to offer the following informal advice
a. The Committee noted that the parish proposed to safely store
the existing altar frontal. The parish could therefore as a
separate matter have the existing altar frontal assessed for the
extent of damage and whether it has any heritage value
We do not currently have a textiles advisor, but I believe you sought
advice from Jackie Human on the previous altar frontal. Jackie was
recommended by Graham Holland to advise you on this frontal.
Caroline will now shortly be able to raise the notification of advice,
which allows you to produce and post the public notice.
If you have any queries please do let me know.
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