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THE WORLD’S BEST-SELLER

DEATH IS
DEAD!
DEAD MAN
LIVES!
Jerusalem (Sunday) – This troubled city
seethes with rumour and counter-rumour.
What began as a routine execution on Friday
has backfired on the Roman and Jewish
authorities with report after report coming in
of personal sightings of the dead man. His
death was spectacular in the eerie darkness of
a full solar eclipse, climaxed by heavy earth
tremors, and the tearing of the Temple
curtain shielding the holy of holies from the
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public. The officer on duty was heard to
exclaim, “For sure, he was the SON of GOD”.
We have come to expect surprises of this man
in the last few years. But this final miracle has
set the city in an uproar. Jesus of Nazareth has
come back from the dead!

His tomb is empty –

BUT WHO MOVED THE STONE??
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HOOLE PARISH CHURCH – ST MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS
Mission Statement: To Know Christ and Make Him Known
Church Postcode: PR4 5JQ
CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector: The Reverend Ann Templeman
The Rectory, 69 Liverpool Road, Much Hoole, PR4 4RB
Tel: 01772 448515 and mob: 07877 659156;
E: anntempleman@live.co.uk
Associate Minister: The Reverend Peter Templeman
Churchwarden:
Mr Jock Davidson – Tel: 617918; E: sgtmajor@talktalk.net
Mrs Jane Elphick – Tel: 601495; E: candjelphick@hotmail.com
Occasional Preacher:
Mrs Margaret Kirkman – Tel: 01772 379219. Mob: 07786543581.
E: margk1946@gmail.com
Churchwarden Emeritus:
Mr William G Carr. Tel: 01772 615321. E: billcarr1935@btinternet.com
Children and Young People’s Worker: Liz Boland –
Mobile: 07903 200204 E: lizboland@yahoo.co.uk.
PCC Secretary:
Mrs Andrea Susnik – Tel: 615336. E: familysusnik@live.co.uk
PCC Treasurer: Mr Andrew Smith – Tel: 615383. Mob: 07771 98726.
E: andrew.smith8118937@btinternet.com
PCC Assistant Treasurer: Barbara Wood – Mobile: 07745 208617.
E: bw12252@hotmail.com
Deanery Synod Representatives: Mrs Jean Dewhurst, Mrs Margaret Kirkman
and Mrs Kathleen Leigh.
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Jean Dewhurst, Tel: 616106.
Health & Safety Officer: (temporary): Mr Colin Wilson
Magazine Editor
Mrs Erika Penrose – Tel: 613816. E: jandepenrose@btinternet.com
Magazine Secretary:
Mrs Elsie Kirkham – Tel: 615832.
Magazine Advert Co-ordinator:
Mrs Barbara Wood, contact details as above.
Electoral Roll Officer:
Mrs Jean Dewhurst, Tel: 616106.
Verger: Mrs Irene Pickles – Tel: 615708
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Assistant Verger: Mr Stuart Tighe – Tel: 612963
Weekly Giving Envelopes: Please contact the Treasurer or Churchwarden.
Parish Administrator: Mrs Amanda Gibson – Tel: 07735 961620.

ORGANISATIONS
Currently all church organisations apart from the flower ladies are
“resting” due to the Coronavirus pandemic. Please watch out in this
magazine or in the church porch for changing circumstances.
Sunday School
Sunday School – St Michael’s Club – begins at 10.30 in church and usually
takes place every Sunday.
Leader: Mrs Liz Boland. Mobile: 07903 200204. E: lizboland@yahoo.co.uk
Flower Secretary:
Mrs Lisa Redshaw – Tel 614428.
rd
Hoole Church Ladies’ Group – meets 7.30, 3 Tuesday, in Hoole Village Hall.
Leader: Mrs Erika Penrose.
Tel: 613816. E: jandepenrose@btinternet.com
nd
St Michael’s Men’s Fellowship – meets 7.30, 2 Tuesday, in Hoole Village
Memorial Hall.
Secretary: Mr Stuart Tighe – Tel: 612963.
Friends of St Michael – Caring for the fabric of our ancient church.
Chair: Mrs Jane Elphick, Tel: 601495.
Secretary: Mr David Turner, Tel: 01772 383344.
Social Committee – Contact: Mrs Sheila Taylor, Tel: 616850
Hoole St Michael C E Primary School
Head Teacher: Mrs Juliet Price – Tel: 613219.
st
1 St Michael’s Hoole Scout & Guide Groups – Contact:
Mrs Rebecca Catterall. Email: 1sthoole@gmail.com

Church Website: http://www.hooleparishchurch.com.
Our Facebook page is called “St Michael and All Angels Church Hoole”

CHURCH OPENING TIMES
St Michael’s Church is open every day.
Opening times are:
Monday to Saturday inclusive: 9.30am to 4.30pm.
Sunday: 8.00am to 4.30pm.
Coronavirus conditions are in place.
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FROM THE RECTORY
This is a question every thinking person needs
to ask. There are only a limited number of
candidates.
1. The Roman authorities
The Romans had Jesus put to death.
Pilate knew that Jesus was innocent
of any crime, but was persuaded by
the Jewish leaders that Jesus alive
was a risk to public order and hence
his career.
2. The Jewish authorities
They saw Jesus as a threat to their authority.
Both these groups wanted Jesus dead and staying dead.
They wanted to stop any possible rumours of resurrection
hence the guard on the tomb. If either the Jewish or Roman
authorities had stolen the body, they would have produced
it as soon as the stories went round claiming He was risen.
3. Grave robbers
There was no motive here. Jesus was buried with no items
of value worth stealing. Moreover, grave robbers had
neither means or opportunity as the tomb was guarded by
Roman soldiers.
4. The disciples
Jesus’ disciples had witnessed their master suffering an
agonising death. They were devastated and terrified. They
did not have the capability to steal a body from a tomb
guarded by experienced Roman soldiers.
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Most significant of all is the fact that each of the remaining 11
disciples, except one, was martyred for their unwavering faith
that Jesus of Nazareth had risen from the dead and was alive.
Moreover, they claimed to have been witnesses of that earthshattering miracle and to have actually met the risen Jesus.
And ever since that first Easter Day in 30 AD, billions of
Christians have themselves borne witness to the truth of Jesus’
resurrection. They claim to have met the Risen Jesus and
experience his love and transforming power in their own daily
lives. They testify to the joy of forgiveness and the assurance of
everlasting life through the death and resurrection of this same
Jesus.
Easter is always a time of joy and the celebration of new life. But
the Christian Easter is not about bunnies, eggs and lambs but
about a new start with Jesus Christ our creator and redeemer – a
daily journey with the one who loves us more than we can possibly
imagine and longs for us daily to become more like Him. We are
more than ever aware of the uncertainties and sufferings of this
life. But in the strength of the One who conquered death, we can
go forward, knowing that this is His world for which He gave up His
life.
You may like to reflect and pray about the words of this beautiful
Easter hymn:
Death is dead, love has won!
See, what a morning, gloriously bright
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem
Folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with light
As the angels announce, "Christ is risen!"
See God's salvation plan
Wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice
8

Fulfilled in Christ, the Man
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead!
See Mary weeping, "Where is He laid?"
As in sorrow, she turns from the empty tomb
Hears a voice speaking, calling her name
It's the Master, the Lord raised to life again!
This voice that spans the years
Speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us
Will sound 'til He appears
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead!
One with the Father, Ancient of Days
Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty
Honour and blessing, glory and praise
To the King crowned with pow'r and authority!
And we are raised with Him
Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered
And we shall reign with Him
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead!
And we are raised with Him
Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered
And we shall reign with Him
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead!
With prayers and best wishes
Rev Ann. December 2020
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ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS CHURCH, HOOLE

Parish Diary
Sunday 7th March

09.00
10.30

Tuesday 9th March
Thursday 11th March
14th March
Monday 15th March
MOTHERING SUNDAY

7.30
7.30
9.00
7.30
10.30

Tuesday 16th March
Thursday 18th March
Sunday 21st March

7.30
7.30
9.00
10.30
3.45
7.30
7.30
9.00
10.30

Tuesday 23rd March
Thursday 25th March
28th March
PALM SUNDAY
1st April
MAUNDY THURSDAY
2nd April
GOOD FRIDAY
Sunday 4th April
EASTER SUNDAY

6.00
11.00
2.00
9.00
10.30

Holy Communion in Church
CONFIRMATION SERVICE LIVE IN CHURCH WITH
BISHOP JILL DUFF tickets available on Church
website
Zoom Bible Study
Short time of Prayer via Zoom
Holy Communion in Church
PCC via Zoom
Family Communion Service with children’s activities
- tickets available via the church website
Zoom Bible Study
Short time of Prayer via Zoom
Holy Communion in Church
Parish Communion in church
LION KING FAMILY CHURCH by Zoom
Zoom Bible Study
Short time of Prayer via Zoom
Holy Communion in Church
PALM SUNDAY SERVICE in church
with distribution of palms
HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE IN CHURCH
GOOD FRIDAY FAMILY CHURCH
AN HOUR AT THE CROSS IN ST MICHAEL’S
HOLY COMMUNION IN CHURCH
EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE WITH CHILDREN’S EASTER
EGG HUNT IN THE CHURCHYARD

THERE WILL ALSO BE AN EASTER TRAIL FOR FAMILIES FROM WEDNESDAY
31ST MARCH UNTIL EASTER SATURDAY
Sunday 11th April
th

Sunday 18 April

9.00
10.30
9.00
10.30

Holy Communion in Church
Morning Worship in Church
Holy Communion in Church
Parish Communion in Church
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KEY FUTURE DATES
Sunday 25th April
16th-18th July
Friday 16th July
Sunday 18th July

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH
MEETING (APCM) at 12 noon after
morning service
OUTREACH WEEKEND
Parish Social with Quiz and entertainment in new
Village Hall
2.30-4.30pm Event for children and families with
Bishop Philip

St Michael’s Sunday School
We will restart real life Sunday School as soon as we’re
allowed and, until then, we’ll have child friendly services
with activities to do in church, and virtual Sunday School
will be sent out each week.
For more details about Sunday School, contact Liz
Boland, Children and Young People’s Worker on 07903
200204 or lizboland@yahoo.co.uk.

Intercessions: Please let the
Rector or Margaret Kirkman
know of anyone you would like
including on our prayer list by
text or call 07786 543581.
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ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH
SUNDAY WORSHIP from 7th MARCH
WE RETURN TO LIVE WORSHIP for both our SUNDAY
MORNING SERVCES at 9.00AM and 10.30AM
9.00am Holy Communion (said) live in church
10.30am Morning Worship/Parish Communion live in church
7th MARCH 10.30am
CONFIRMATION SERVICE WITH BISHOP JILL*
14th MARCH: MOTHERING SUNDAY *
with distribution of flowers
* There will be a recording of all 10.30 services on the website as
soon as possible after they have finished.
Zoom link for services, bible studies and prayer times:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9017231554?pwd=RmtZdDYwNmg3b
VpLbDJxQjQyNEJFUT09
Meeting ID: 901 723 1554
Passcode: 709435
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LENT EVENTS
For all Christians Lent is a
time to take stock and
spend more time with
God. Our Bishops are
providing a special booklet
of daily Bible readings and
prayer entitled Read,
Mark and learn which will
take us through the whole
of Mark’s Gospel. These
are completely free and are
at the back of the church for you to help yourself. Just sign your
name to say you have taken one.
We will then use the Tuesday reading each week as the basis for our
Zoom Bible study which will be weekly on Tuesdays throughout
Lent at 7.30pm starting on 23rd February
There will also be a short time of prayer each week on Zoom on
Thursdays at 7.30pm starting 24th Feb
A Prayer for Easter Time
The veil of darkness
Transformed to the brightest light.
The most dreadful end
Became the most beautiful beginning.
The depths of despair Fade to reveal hope everlasting.
The curse of death Defeated by eternal life.
Thank you Lord, for the wonder of Easter.
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St Michael’s CE Primary School
Spring 1 2021
Endeavour Class – Jesus the Teacher
Endeavour have been studying the parables of Jesus and how he used
these stories to become a great teacher. We explored a wide variety
of parables – some familiar and some new. As part of this, Mrs
Bowland talked us through The Beatitudes which were part of Jesus’
teaching during the Sermon on the Mount. We explored what Jesus
teaches us about life with God.
We thought
Jesus teaches us:
- God will always
walk with us.
- We need to
love one
another as God
loves us.
- Kindness to
others and
ourselves is
key.

Some of us wrote
our own, modern
version
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St Michael’s Flower Club
The flower club decorates the church, funded by contributions from
sponsors, on a weekly basis.
During 2020 because of the virus the church was locked for Easter
and months afterwards. On re-opening we decorated on a weekly basis.
Many thanks again to all the sponsors.
All was in place for the Harvest
Service. A huge thank you to Mr and
Mrs Swarbrick who have provided the
bread sheaf for many years. Fruit and
vegetables were donated by Wood’s
Farm Shop, Burney’s and Gores. After
the Sunday Service baskets were made
up and delivered to local people
unable to attend (more so this year
because of the virus). Tins, cans and
dried food went to the food bank and
all the remaining fruit and vegetables
went to the St Catherine’s Hospice
kitchens.
Poppies were used inside and out for the Remembrance service and
were left in place longer, enabling more people to appreciate them.

Anyone fancy knitting some more poppies? These are placed outside the
church (we have over a thousand already) along the pathways, but we
would like to cover more of the borders to the war memorial.
Knitting instructions will be left by the church door- if you can cast on and
cast off you can knit a poppy! If you are more creative how about crochet
or hand crafted in any way?
At Christmas, instead of all working together in church finishing off
with mince pie and tea, the windows had to be decorated separately.
Thanks to Mrs Ball for the beautiful door wreath.
The flower fund provided roses for the All Saints Commemorative Service
and donated money towards the audio equipment.
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Many thanks to Jean Martland
and Joan Wilson for the temporary
running of our accounts due to the sad
departing of our dear friend Pearl who
had been treasurer for many years.
Barbara Wood kindly offered to take
on this role as from January this year.
She has plans to streamline the books;
any sponsors who would like to pay
direct please contact her on 07745
208617.
Despite the virus our aim has been
to keep the church welcoming in the
presence of the Lord.
Julie Bayldon
The Easter rota and beyond is:
Sunday 4th April:
Sponsors Michael Coxhead and Mrs Gill Slinger.
The group will be decorating the church from 9.30 on Saturday 3rd April –
all are welcome.
Sunday 11th April:
Currently free
th
Sunday 18 April:
Sponsor Mrs E. Houghton. Arranger Gillian
th
Sunday 25 April:
Sponsor Mrs Maxfield. Arranger Lisa
Sunday 2nd May:
Sponsor Mr P. Cleece. Arrangers Julie and Elaine
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Water Aid 2020/2021
This project at St Michael’s has
been running many years and
was launched at our Harvest
Service in 2020.
You were encouraged to pick up
a jar and fill it with coins:
“Jars of Change for Jars of Water”
The appeal for 2020-2021 will close at Easter:
 You still have time to fill your jar and get it to us.
 You still have time pick up a jar from Church (have a look in the
porch)
When your jar is full please do one of the following:
 Bring it to Church and leave in the right hand desk drawer near
the kitchen
 Bring it to me at 28 Liverpool Old Road, Much Hoole
 Ring me or email me and I will collect it
 Hand it to any Churchwarden or PCC member
If you are a tax payer, please consider completing the water aid gift
aid form provided in the jar.
Thank you so much to everyone who has contributed so far and in the
past.
Our running total to date is £191.16.
Many thanks
Barbara Wood
07745 208617 / bw12252@hotmail.com
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From the Parish Registers
The Departed – “As in Adam all die, so in Christ may all be
made alive”
We give thanks for the life of Barbara Clair McManmon, aged 82 of
Walmer Bridge, whose ashes were interred in the churchyard on 21st
December 2020.

Prayers in times of trouble
Keep the Church faithful when troubles come…
Give your people grace to ask not just for freedom from suffering
but strength to endure… Help us to care for others and to
comfort their distress by the grace that reveals the mystery of
love through suffering… Give to us that strength and
understanding, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Have pity on the troubles of the world, especially at this time
through this pandemic. Give to all people true compassion for
suffering and the will to work for its relief, in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Are you enjoying reading this magazine?
Would you like to subscribe? It’s only £10.00 for the year.
If so, please contact Mrs Elsie Kirkham, our Magazine
Secretary, on 01772 615832, who will arrange for delivery
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HYMN OF THE MONTH
DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF MANKIND

Hymn No. 144

Words and music: John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892)
Music: Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918): Repton
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our foolish ways!
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
In purer lives thy service find,
In deeper rev’rence praise,
In deeper rev’rence praise.
In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word,
rise up and follow thee,
rise up and follow thee.
Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm!
O still small voice of calm.
Who would have thought that this great hymn was extracted
from a poem all about a hallucinogenic drug made from an Indian
plant called SOMA mixed in a drink and used in early religious rituals
to create a state of frenzy. John Greenleaf Whittier was not a follower
of these practices; in fact he was an American Quaker who wrote a
poem called “The Brewing of Soma” to show his dislike of over
enthusiastic Christianity, with its use of incense and music to bring on
a trance-like state. The words of the poem (which can be found on the
internet) which follow “Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our
foolish ways” are as follows:
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In sensual transports wild as vain
We brew in many a Christian fane
The heathen Soma still!
Written by a Quaker who was used to worshipping God in the
calm silence of the meeting house, his writing of the poem “The
Brewing of Soma” was a direct plea to “forgive our foolish ways and
re-clothe us in our rightful mind”. He was calling Christians back to
simple pure worship.
Whittier was brought up as a Quaker and was a descendant of
the “Pilgrim Fathers”. The son of a farmer, he made his living as a
journalist who wrote poetry and was a passionate abolitionist all
through his adult life. He was credited as being a fine hymn writer but
never wrote a hymn though many hymns have been drawn from his
poetry. The great hymn writer, William Garrett Horder, saw the
potential of the verses of the poem and adapted them into the hymn
we have come to love so much and included it into his 1884
Congregational Hymn Book.
In the 2007 film Atonement which was based on a novel by Ian
McKewan, a choir of exhausted soldiers in a bandstand on the beach at
Dunkirk sang the hymn ‘Dear Lord and Father of Mankind’ and won an
Academy Award for “best score”.
There is so much light and shade in this hymn which takes us
from Galilee to the Syrian sea and to the beauty of His peace, and the
still small voice of calm. What a wonderful hymn to sing.
Bill Carr, Church Warden Emeritus

23

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…

St James the Least of All
On the best way to run a church
council meeting
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Thank you for inviting me to speak at your church council
yesterday.
I never realised how much technology is needed these days just
to discuss church matters. It seemed that everyone had brought their
laptop, so they could refer to all the diocesan briefing documents
and reports that you mentioned. I’ve been in the diocese 40 years
and have never heard of most of those papers. But then I find it too
easy to delete the diocesan mailings, unread, with a click of my
mouse.
Our church meetings are far more traditional. Since the church
floor seems to have been carved out of permafrost, our meetings
circulate round members’ houses. This introduces a nice element of
competition, as each host tries to outdo the previous one in the
baking of cakes. Meetings at Colonel Drinkwater’s – a more
inappropriate name one cannot imagine – are the shortest, since we
are always promised wine once the meeting is over. It is remarkable
how unanimity is achieved on every subject within minutes, and
nothing appears under “any other business”.
Mrs Eddington never troubles us with minutes, largely because
she can rarely read the notes she takes. She just shares with us
whatever she can decipher at our next meeting. Last month, she
accidentally brought her shopping list instead, and so read that out.
There followed a lively discussion on whether carrots from our local
24

shop were better than those at the supermarket. When it was found
out she intended to use them in a venison casserole, endless recipes
were keenly debated.
We always leave our church meetings well fed, up to date with
village gossip, and totally untroubled by any church council business.
And the lack of any minutes ensures that I can then make all the
decisions myself, between meetings. I think you will find our system
has much to be commended.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Smile Lines
In order to keep a true perspective of one's importance, everyone should
have a dog to worship him and a cat to ignore him.
The trouble with doing something right the first time is that nobody
appreciates how difficult it was.
The most effective way to remember your wife's birthday is to forget it
once.
True story
My curate friend had to preach his first-ever Easter sermon, and was very
nervous about it. However, he prepared hard, and when Easter day came, he
strode into the pulpit and thundered through his sermon, only to crash at the
closing line. He pounded the pulpit and shouted: "Yes...it is all true! Jesus
rose...and then He died again! Hallelujah!"
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Breaking News
A spokesman for Nestlé has confirmed that a night shift worker has been
crushed beneath a case of chocolate that fell 30 feet from storage racking.
He is said to have called for help repeatedly but every time he shouted ‘The
Milky Bars are on me’ his colleagues just cheered. No further information is
available at this time.
 A commander walks into a bar and orders everyone around.
 I lost my job as a stage designer. I left without making a scene.
 Never buy flowers from a monk. Only you can prevent florist friars.
 How much did the pirate pay to get his ears pierced? A buccaneer.
 I once worked at a pizza shop to get by. I kneaded the dough.

 Dad, are we pyromaniacs? Yes, we arson.
 What do you call a pig with laryngitis? Disgruntled.
 Writing my name in cursive is my signature move.
 Why do bees stay in their hives during winter? Swarm.
 If you’re bad at haggling, you’ll end up paying the price.
 Just so everyone’s clear, I’m going to put my glasses on.

26

Sudoku Easy Grid

Sudoku Medium Grid

Solutions on page 29
Try this amazing Maze!
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Wordsearch
April brings us to Easter – the crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ - the triumphant highlight of the Christian year.

passover
bread
wine
body
blood
betrayal
Jerusalem
Pilate

Judas
Gethsemane
trial
crucifixion
soldiers
cross
nails
vinegar
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temple
curtain
tomb
angel
stone
risen
gardener
Mary

Sudoku Easy Solution

Sudoku Medium Solution

Happy Easter!
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