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Everyone is precious to God. Everyone is loved by God. From this basic
tenet of our faith, we in the Church of Scotland seek to ensure a safe
church for all. The work of the Safeguarding Service is at the heart of this
desire, supported by countless volunteers across all Presbyteries and
congregations. Safeguarding Sunday is a time to highlight and celebrate
this work, thank our volunteers, and encourage everyone involved in life of
the church to do their bit to ensure a safe church for all.

Call to worship

On this Safeguarding Sunday,
we gather in the presence of God,
who loves each one of us.

We come, those who seem perfect,
those who are at peace.

We come, those who seem tarnished,
those who are discomforted.

We come together

to worship God,

all of us,

all loved,

all called,

all forgiven,

for all our hope is in God.

Zoom — For I’'m building a people of power
https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=fAVdz4a7s6s

Live/second Service — For I’'m building a people of power x2

For I'm building a people of power
And I'm making a people of praise
That will move thro' this land by My Spirit
And will glorify My precious Name



Chorus 2

Build Your church Lord

Make us strong Lord

Join our hearts Lord through Your Son
Make us one Lord

In Your body

In the kingdom of Your Son

CCLI Song # 33801

Opening Prayer

God of earthquake, wind, and fire,

God of healing touch and uniting love,

God of our ancestors, neighbours, and grandchildren,
God of deafening silence and quiet harmonies —
We are drawn by Your Spirit

calling out to our own souls,

for You are the source of all life,

the home to which we will return.

In You we find strength and comfort,

safety and courage.

May all that is in us, praise You, O God!

We are crafted in Your divine image: we rejoice;
we fall short of Your perfect love: we lament;
we contribute to the pain of others: we confess;
we fear what we do not understand: we repent.

In our return to You, welcoming God,

we seek Your healing, transforming touch,
knowing You will not withhold it,

not now, not ever: praise be to You, O God!
Amen

Bible Reading: A thriving local church
Acts 2:29-47

“"Fellow Israelites, | can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was

buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 3° But he was a prophet and knew that God had
promised him on oath that he would place one of his descendants on his

throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he



was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did his body see decay. 3 God has
raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 3% Exalted to the right hand of
God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what
you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,

“The Lord said to my Lord:
“Sit at my right hand

35 until | make your enemies
a footstool for your feet."'n

36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the
other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3° The
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord
our God will call.”

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves
from this corrupt generation.” 4! Those who accepted his message were baptized, and
about three thousand were added to their number that day.

The Fellowship of the Believers

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs
performed by the apostles. 4 All the believers were together and had everything in
common. #* They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had

need. 4 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those
who were being saved.

Second Service — Children lead us in singing:
All are welcome in this place
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3jeK-QdOXg

Reflection: A safe and thriving church



Prayer of thanksgiving and intercession

Eternal defender and protector of the weak,

we give thanks for Your universal love,

which sees beyond our human labels and divisions,

rejoicing even more in Your preference for the outcast and oppressed.

We give thanks for everyone in the church

who works tirelessly, and often in confidence, to keep others safe;

we pray for all children and vulnerable adults who engage with our mission:
may they know Your love and protection.

We give thanks for the shelter and protection of our homes;
we pray for all people who are homeless, for whatever reason,
including refugees and victims of trafficking:

may they know Your love and protection.

We give thanks for the range and quality of food around us;
we pray for each person who is hungry,

whether they be across the world or on our doorsteps:

may Your love be shown in practical ways.

We give thanks for easy access to clean water;

we pray for all who are parched with thirst,
especially where the decision is dirty water or none:
may Your love be shown in practical ways.

We give thanks for the relative peace and security we enjoy:
we pray for all places of war and violence,

whether the aggressor be in the home or another nation:
may Your peace be known in our time.

We give thanks for all the bits of our life that bring us joy and contentment;
we pray for the broken-hearted, bereaved, and lonely,

and for all who have lost faith or purpose in life:

may Your peace be known in their hearts.

Healing, liberating, transforming God,

in amongst our shouts and songs of thanksgiving,

may we hear Your still whisper in the midst of pain and suffering,

and may we respond with courageous tenderness

to the needs around us,

as we follow the example of Christ Jesus, our teacher and Lord, AMEN.



Christ, the Solid Rock
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhVwWVHC6 n0

Dismissal and blessing

We go out to live our dreams, not our fears
to declare how much God has done for us.
And the blessing of our ever-loving God,
Creator, Christ and Spirit,

rest upon us and all whom we love,

this day and forevermore, AMEN.

Second Service — For I’'m building a people of power
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAVdz4a7s6s



